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\ \ E have the higher authority for afferting 


that they are fools who hate or defpife knowledge. 
Prov. i. 7. 22. God has given underftanding to 
men; and both duty and interef{t require that it be 


cultivated and improved to the moft valuable pur- 


pofes. Hence, the diffufion of knowledge has been 
regarded as an important object, by the greateft and 
beft of men in all ages, But whatever may be faid | 
in favour of knowledge in general, it muft be granted 


that facred knowledge i is the moft important. This 
qualifies the poffeffor of it to be the more ufeful 


upon earth ; and if duly improved, the good effects 
of it,are eternally durable. 


| 


Various are the aelias of acquiring and commu- 
nicating ufeful knowledge. Among thefe, Magazines 
have long been confidered as not the leaft refpectable, 


_ This is fufficiently evinced by the multitudes of them 
‘Now in circulation. While they are fo conftantly 


read by men of all defcriptions, it cannot be fairly 


cifputed | that they are generally agreeable, and 
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at | ito the They are 
_ evidently attended with many advantages. They 


 at-an eafy expence ; and that ona variety ¢ 
_ When properly | conducted, and well executed, they 
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particularly afford a confiderable quantity ¢ of reading 


of fubjects. 


communicate information, which could not other 


wile be or obtained. 


fubmitted to the candour of the public. | The con- 
tents of it are gi 


1 “fent publication, pretend to nothing more than 


| 


A new periodical Sdblicaribn of this kind is 


yen on the cover; and it t is hoped 


they: will not be thqught unworthy of attention. We _ 
they will to the amufement, and to 


think it proper to perufe chem. 


“The perfons who are engaged to fappart the 


_defire to fupply it with fuch materials, and to conduét 


‘itin fuch a manner, as not to difappoint the re fon- 
able ex pe€tations ‘of their Readers, They earneftly 
| pray that by this, and every other laudable attempt, 
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the interefts of truth and holinefs may be advanced, 


and name of our Redeemer ‘glorified, | 
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aptift Magazine 
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From Gillies’s Hift. Col. vol. p. 18 


years of my miniftry, it was my general prac= 

tice, on Friday evenings, to read the lives of thofe minifters, 

who had been celebrated for zeal, holinefs, and ufefulnefs. 

_ Among thefe, the Life of Mr. Blackerby ftood very high in 

3 my efteem. The impreffions made upon my mind, on every 

‘is yepeated perufal, were fuch as I could with ever to feel. 

| ‘They have not left me to the prefent day: and by reading it 

Jately, they are fenfibly confirmed. While I thank God for 
q the fives of good men in general, which have been handed 

| down to fucceeding generations, I particularly with tobe =“ 
ever thankful for the life of Mr. Blackerby. Whatever pecu- Ae 

liarities may appear in any part of it, I take the liberty of — 

 earneftly recommending it to the frequent perufal of 

Chriftian, and efpecially of young minifters, 


| 
Pag 


MR. 


was born in the year 1574, at Worlington, in Suffolk. 
He be fon oF Thoms Blackerby, perfon of good 


eitate and quality, who had nine fons and one daughter; and — 
-defigned him, from the firft, for the miniftry. At the age of 
fifteen he was admitted a ftudent in Trinity College in Cam- 
_ bridge, where he lived nine years, and became an eminent _ 
- {cholar in all parts of learning, efpecially in the Hebrew, — 
Greck, and Latin tongues. While he was in the univerfity, 
Mri Perkins was a preacher and leéturer in the town of | 
Cambridge, upon whofe miniftry -he diligently attended ; 
whereby his foul was deeply.wrought upon; Bait he la 


| | fome ySars in gr cat diftr of. conicience, | when his fath 
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the Lord, to reveal his reconciled face in Chri | 
| him, and to give him that ce of confcience (fo well 
fo clearly evidenced) which he never loft to | 


other family. 


“of youth, tht fons of \pious gentry, trade 


| 
| 


 ¢o0k him for fome time home to Worlington, to ie if change 
of air might relieve his melancholy, which his friends thoughe 
proceeded from temper of body, though it had another caufe, 
 -qhich neither air nor company could remove. After a fhort 
time, he defired to return again to Mr. Perkins; and it pleafed 
_ God, as he was returning to Cambridge, and riding alone 


upon Newmarket-heath, bemoaning his fad condition before 


the houfe of Sir Thomas Jermin, of Rufhbrook, in Suffolk, 
in which family he both morning and evening, not only 


whee day. From the univerfity he went as a i to 
prayed, but opened fome portion of fcripture; during the 


whole time of his abode there. -From thence he removedto ~ 
' Sir Edward Lewknor, of Denham, in Suffolk, with whom 
he lived till he married Sarah, the eldeft daughter “of Mr. 


Mr. Blackerby lived two years with his father-in-law, 


-minifter of Denham, and from thence was cafled to be mi- 


nifter at Feltwell, in Norfolk, where he continued for fome 


time, but then by reafon of his non-conformity he was forced 


to remove to Afhen, a village in Effex, near Clare. Here, 


it being capable to receive any e¢clefiaftical preferment on 
the account aforefaid, he betook himfelf to boarding young 
and ‘of youth, three and twenty 


years employment; but during the whole time, 


always kept lectures in fome neighbouring town, preaching 
‘weekly in one place or other; and for the laft ten years of 
‘the time, he preathed ftatedly either at Caftle Heningham, 
‘Stoke by Clare, or Hunden in Suffolk. 


He feemed never to lofe one moment of time it idlenefs, 


non-improvement thereof; and herein is wrapt up all the 
“practical wifdom ‘of mortal man, viz. to improve time for 
immortality, He rofe early in the morning, fummer and 
“winter, and fpetit the whole day in redding, meditation, and 


prayer, and teaching others. After time fpent in 
his ftudy in the morning, he would e 


» in which he was, and wherein ‘he had any influ~ 


—-S@nte, er; and as conftantly as the fun rofe and {et, he failed 
_. not morning and evening to fpend fome time in reading apd 
‘expounding | the fcripturé, and in prayer, unlefs in very 
extraordinary cafes. He {pent much of his time in 


‘young {cholars, boarding in his houfe always a preat number 
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Jefus to 


ly call his family, or any — 


teaching 
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_and prayer, for which he took all. occa 


painfully inftru@ting 
and would give them Catechifms and Bibles, and money, if 
he had it, and they had need of it: b 


eter nity. 


in the country, whom he daily inftructed both in religion — 


and learning. They fat round about the. table at his expofi- 
tions; and if he faw any behaving themfelves as not mind- 
ing, he would call out to that youth by name, and afk him 
what he faid aft ; by which means he made them continually — 


He was a great walker, and would oft call forth his fcholars 


abroad, and teach, them both natural and divine knowledge ; 


fitting fome for the univerfity, and others for other calting® 
He walked congauatly before them, as the picture of Jefus 
among his difciples, abounding in wifdom, heavenlinefs, and 


Jove. Many grew fo be excellent perfons in church and ~ 


{tate ; and indeed his example was enough to commend reli-. 


‘gion to the head aid heart of every fpectator. Likewife, 


ivers young ftudents, after they came from the univerfity, 
betook themfelves to him to prepare them for the miniftry, 
to whom he opened the fcriptures, and read divinity, and gave 
them excellent advice for learning, doctrine, and life; and 


-. many eminent Perfony proceeded from this Gamaliel; as Dr. _. 


Bernard, afterwards dean and bifhop in Ireland, whom he 
commended to archbifhop Ufher, with whom he had great 
acquaintance; Mr, Profle, minifter of two Dutch congrega- 
tions, firft in Colchefter, then in London; Mr. Stone, after- 
wards famous in New England; holy Mr, Fairclough, and 
many others. He was a man much in prayer, much in clofet 
prayer, much in walking prayer, much in folitary prayer, — 
much in conjugal prayer (for he daily prayed with his wife. — 
alone) much in-family prayer (daily with his own family, 
and almoft daily with fome other famil y) very much in fafting — 
| ions that feemed in any 
meafure to require it. He ufed. much to ride about from 
family to family (when he poffibly could be {pared from his ~ 
{cholars) and only alight oe pray with them, and give them — 
fome heavenly exhortations, and then away | 


to another family. 


And in the neighbourhood to his houfe, where he would walk, 


he would frequently. yn the inhabitants, efpecially the poor, 
hem, and fervently praying with them ; 


y his going about and 


doing good, many io God in tile, and more will to all 


‘His preaching was not altogether in the ufual manner, but - 


much in making excellent, {piritual, fhort obfervations, and 
brief and clofe applications. He had great {kill in the ori- 
ginal tongues, fpent much ftudy to underftand the fcripture, : 


and 
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and lived much i in divine converfe ; ; by all. which becams 
1) ‘a fingular textuary, and famous vines would fend to him 
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for his opinion in {criptiite difficulties. He was amighty 
man in wounding confciences by the fword of the Spirit, and 
| in healing them Y the blood of Jefus. His voice ufed not 
to be loud, his preaching was accompanied with 
-fuch an authority of the divine prefence’and power of the 
Spirit, that fouls’ fell exceedingly under the yoke of Chrift 
his miniftry ; fo that. he has Gen conftrained to acknow- 
ledge to fome intimate friends, (though far from boafting) _ 
| that he had reafan to believe God had made him a eon at 
}) _. father to above two thoufand perfons. Indeed the word of 
m4 By con in his lips was fo unmixed with any appearance of any __ 
by-refpects, and came fo pure, and with ch demonftration of 
A he Spirit, that, as is faid of the word, Heb. iv.“ It wasvery 
ee quick and powerful,” and men fodin became either Converts = = 
1) 5 _ to it or flyers from it, or with all their might fighters againt =. 
i it. The direé& rays of divine light falling on the confcience, = 
will have a and great effect: when it is mingled and 
_. diluted with a carnal {pirit, or not. directly levelled at the a 
heat it may fall, many years, upon the outward ear, but 
never a piercing drop doth enter the foul ; or if it does, it is To a 
uickly choked there, with the. body of death and powerrof | §& 
but his preaching was fuch as muft be yielded to, 
“fled from, or fought againft. Many profane perfons, that 
could both hear other pious minifters, and would ¢urfe them 
bitterly when they had done; yet dared neither to hear him, 
or fpeak againft him if they did. There was fo much of 
~ /God in him, and with him, that he left a perpetual dread 
upon many fouls that would play with other’s fermons, and 
with their names and perfons. ‘Multitudes of very profane 
_ perfons did fall under the power of the word preached by — 
him: a particular inftance whereof happened in or near Caftle z 
_ Heningham, in Effex, where a fociety or club of young per-> 
fons, who ufed to have their fet times to meet, and dance,and 
| frolic it in their youthful fports, “{i ins, ahd vanities, were, by _ 
his preaching there, all or moft of them converted, and be- 
came a Company of gracious Chriftians, and ufed afterwards 
4 _ to join in prayer, as before they had done in fin and folly. 
Some, whofe confcienctes were feared, would fometimes rife 
‘i}  - wp againft his preaching, with rage and violence; but the 
i! wrath of God did often moft eminently take’ hold of fuch. 
As in Hunden in Suffolk, where fometimes he had a Ieéture, 
| he met with great oppofition ; ; divers perfons of confiderable | 
ag in the together, and his fufpen= 
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died miferably. 


to be kept free from f 
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fion; but all of them were notorioufly afterwards blafted in — 
their outward eftates, feme brought to beggary, and all but 


» There was yetjnever any perfon who had the happinefs to 
converfe with him, who did not behold both his heart and life 
fo greatly fanétified, and fo generally raifed, to fuch an eni- 
verfality and height of true Chriftian godlinefs, as cannot be 
equalled. Few perfons have ever been acquainted with, or 
fcarce ever read or heard of any man that did exceed him: 


- though others might equal him in fome corporal feverities, 
and feém more heated in fome particular parts of religion, 
yet for the impartiality, conftancy, and fweetnefs of holinefs, 


very few have come near him, and none “i the primitive 
times did excel him. ‘He made it his bufinefs to live with 
God, and to his glory, not as too many that fatisfy themfelves 
in the frequent motions of their affeétions in fome pangs of 
indigefted refolutions, or fome fits of pious converfation, as 
if thefe were the life and power of godlinefs, all which are 
very good and defirable; but yet at beft, they are but feeds 


and bloffoms of the divine nature, which is firft conceived 
by the Holy Ghoft in the foul, in a real abfolute confecration 
_ of the whole man to God, and grows in a diligent endeavour. 


of perfect conformity to this confecration. He, the bufinefs 
of whofe heart and life is not in all things, fetching ftrength 
from Chrift by faith, to live to God, is yet no living child — 
of God, what preparatorics foever there may be in him to- 
wards it. It would make one’s heart tremble to think what 
multitudes of half Chriftians drop daily down into everlaft~. 
ing deftruction, cheating themfelves with pious fentiments, as 


_ if they were the life of godlinefs, which cannot be but in an - 


abfolute union with Chrift, and living in the virtue of him, 
and faithful obedience to him, as this faint did. He lived 
not without infirmities, but in the eye of all knowing, im- 
partial, daily fpeétators, he was fanctified to fuch a degree as 
} peaking an idle or an angry word, or — 
lofing any moment of time that he could redeem, or that he 
was fenfible he might better fpend ; and this by the fpace of 


above forty years, as by diligent enquiry, and. perfonal ac- - 


quaintance of many years, will be juftified. His deportment 
was always fuch, as if at that moment he faw God, and had 
God’s law, his own covenant with God, and the day of 
account juft then before his eye, fo that whenever the Lord 


fhould come and call him, he would ever have been found - 
fodoing. To any underftanding converfer with him, there 


‘always appeared written ‘in his face and demeanour, a fenfe 
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. And that whict 


| .eapable of a living; yet wherein he thought it his: duty to 
| conform, no man more exact than he. And therefore being 


confcien- 


of the divine majetty and holinefs: a moft pleafing, 


tious, and full dedication of himfelf to God ; a watchfulnefs — 
upon his own heart and life, left he fhould offend ; a great 
mortification of jheart to all the world ; a wonderful purity 
from finful pollution, and an admirable transformation: of 
| fpirit unto the divine fimilitude. Indeed, conftant holinefs 


_/ feemed perfectly \natural to him, when it feems but endea- | 
 woured after by others. With this height of holinefs was 
joined the depth of humility. He has fometimes, walking 


with his eldeft grand-child, then but a youth, took occafion 


| to fay, after othet ferious difcourfe, « Oh lad! thou little i 

thinkeft what a vile heart I have, how I am plagued with 
: «¢ proud thoughts: child, if thou haft acquaintance with God 
_¢¢ in prayer, pray for me, that God would purify this filthy 
«¢ heart: Oh! if (God did not enable me in fome meafure 


‘< to keep a watch over it, I fhould aé& to the thame of my 


face.” Which) expreflions did greatly affe& the heart of 


this young perfon, to hear one like an incarnate angel {peak at 
fuch a rate of his heart. | | 
And fuch difcourfes as thefe were frequently with him to 


other perfons, when a fitting feafon effered. He feemed to 
have fmall fenfe of any felf-excellency, though Satan would 


fain have defiled him with it, but walked in continual admi- 
ration of the vouchfafements of free grace unto him. From 


his humility camé that readinefs in him to be perfuaded or 


difpofed of by others, much inferior to him, in any thing, (fo 


 yeligion and duty fuffered not by it) little valuing in what 


place he was put, or what account was had of him, fo he 


| | might keep clofe to his duty, and enjoy the light of the Di- 


vine Countenance, 


who lived in thef } latter days, was the impartial univerfality 
of his obedience, joined with the greateft charity and can- 


_ dour to all others, wherein was the leaft appearance of good. — 
| No hopes of prefcrment, or fmart of fuffering, could prevail 


with him to depag from his light: he could not fo conform 
to the church of England, as the law required, to make him 


no enemy to the common prayer, he would all days, Lord’s- 


| days and week-days, when divine fervice was read in the 


parith church, go| with his family to the very beginning, and 


there behave himfelf with that reverence and 


as I never faw any like him therein. 


| 
| i 
: | “7 


did fet him moft high above all others. 
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He was. as far from countenancing any known evil in any: T 
believe none that ever converfed with him, but will bear him 
witnefs, that he never fuffered what he thought fin in them, 
without admonition and reproof: as fure as he obferved the 
evil, they fhould hear of it from him; but ever with fo much 
evident love, as well as ferioufnefs, that at the fame time both 
their confciences were awed by the gravity of his advice, and 
their affetions inflamed by the fweetnefs of his fpirit. His 
reproofs were truly, as one well exprefies, nails dipt in oil, 
_ driven with power into the inmoft of the heart, and received 
with all acceptation, becaufe of the overcoming kindnefs they 
were accompanied with. When he has been in company, and 
heard great perfons fwear, or {peak profanely, he would with — 
a fad countenance (leaving the table, or departing the room) 
rebuke, and afterward privately|addrefs the great perfon with 
fo much ferioufnefs and refpe&, that they would be much taken 
_ with his dealing with them, thank him for his reproof, and the | 
- manner of it; and one told him, ‘* Had you fpoke to me at 
“table, I had ftabbed you, but now I heartily thank you.” 
He would neither fuffer fin in men unreproved, nor provoke 
He was very zealous for the holy obfervation of the Lord’s 
day. On Saturday, at four ip the afternoon, he conftantly — 
preached in his family, to which divers neighbours would 
refort, preparatory to the next day. Of all mornings he 
would rife on the Lord’s day mornings; and wherever he 
was, and had any power, would call up all the family, but 
efpecially his own, to prayer ta reading. He ufually prayed 
five times every Lord’s day in| the family. 1ft, A$ foon as. 
he had got them up in the morning, expounding fome part. 
of the fcripture tothem. 2dly, When he was going to the 
_ public congregation, he carri¢d his family with him, and 
before they went out of door, would pour out fome petitions 
_ for God's affiftance and bleffing in the public worfhip of the 
day. 3dly, When he returned again from church in the 
Morning, he conftantly prayed for a bleffing on what they _ 
had beard. gthly, He led them out again in the afternoon 2 
with prayer. 5thly, After fupper, when the family was ready 
to go to bed, he comand them again to God by prayer. 
But this muft be obferved, he prayed oft, but never (unlefs 
upon an extraordinary occafion) very long, neither Lord’s 


days nor week days, at home or abroad, in family or congre- 


gation; nor in preaching would he ever be over! long ; {o 
_ that his exercifes, though frequent, were never burdenfome. 
Qn the Lord’s day he was impatient to hear any idle word, 
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_ or fee any idle action ; nor could he endure arly worllily wor 4 0 


or a@, Bi what was of charity or neceffity ; but after dinner | 


he would call u pori all, efpecially thofe that were apt to fleep 


at church, togo ‘and take a nap, as he himfelf afually did, left 
profane God’s public worthip, or fho id hazard) | 
the falvation or edification of their immortal fouls, By 
in the congregation ; and therefore alfo he Frequently in- 
weighed againtt great dinners ori the Lord’s day, as apt to 
make them Heavy and dull on thofe glorious days, fet apart 
for celebratiot of divine and of mer pre= 
éious fouls. 
Ata plice called Lintha, in Cambridgethire, thefe was a 
fair ufualty 


time he ‘was once invited to preachi, 


they ‘fhould. 


Once a year: at which. 
and he then fo, plainly 
convihceli the town of re greatnefs of the fin, that they 
would trever | more keep the fair on the Lord’s day. 

he lived, every day as finlefs and as heavenly as if it had been 


‘ept on the Lord’s day 


ig fabbath, yet he was very fenfible that our time is then much 
more! to befpent in outward religious exercifes, than on 
‘other days. ‘The bufinefs of his life was all the week to. 


obey, glorify, ‘and have communion with God ; but on the. 


Lordi’s day the objet of his acts was all religious and charit- | 
| able performances. 


"He was a man of a moft tender and contrite fp dl Any 


(greater than’ common) or providences, madefleep im- 


reffions on him ; ; if any fuch fin weré committed in a neigh- 
out town, of any judgment fell out in the nation, he would 


- be fure to get divers minifters and hriftians together, and 
keep aday fafting and prayer. In nights of great thunder 
and unufual tempeft, he would call up all his family to prayer, 
and expound fome part ‘of the fcripture to them, to affeét 


their hearts with greater reverence towards God. Any nota- 


ble feripture, any eminent ‘deeply entered his foul, 
and raifed up his graces. | 


fleeping 


hough 


As his life was ever led as in th divine ketene, fo his 


heart and’ tongue were ever ready for prayer, or, any holy 
duty ; and he fo enjoyed God in every religious exercife, that 


he would almoft conftantly fay when he rofe up from prayer, 


or came from a fermon, ‘or any holy converfe, or any religi+ 
_ ous exercife” efpecially a day of fafting and prayer) 


eri 


muft blefs God for ever for fuch an ordinance, and would n it 


for many worlds but have been in a that expreffio 
at "4 was ob 


with him, and if an od ies, the 


nly one 
ferved to ufe, 
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and he would in the evenin 
might be holy ; and ufually h 


them to divine glory. He 


therein gave her. this teftimony, 


When he awaked i in the ni oht, he was ever in | meditation 


and prayer. would oft at hidnight make Greek, Latin, 
or Englith verfes, exalting the praife of God, his attributes, 


the a@ts of Chriit, or the graces of his Spirit, or the like,, 
and give them in the morning 


were ufually fuch, as fhewed a 


o his fcholars. His dreams. 
: heart that lived with God, 
full of gracious communications from God to. him, and of 
faith, love, and obedience to God, and abhorrence of fin, 


g ufually pray, that his dreams, 
oly dreams are certain figns of 
much love from God, or gracious habits in the man. . He 
oft received immediate anfwersiof prayer. God feemed alfo 
to make a covenant for him) with the beafts of the field: 
His daughter Burrel was much affefted with a renarkable 
providence, whish happened to him when fhe was waiting on 


him one day, to vifit one afflicted i in confcience. Their way 


lay through a field where was a raging bull, that ufed to do 
much mifchief : which, beaft, fecing them, made towardsithem ; 
with great fury ; and being come very near them, he put off — 
his hat, and prayed in thefe words, ‘¢ Lord, if our way be of 
thee, ftay the fury of this beaft ;” which fiopt, 
and turned from them. 

He kept three diaries of his life, one in Greek, Lpothen3 in 
Latin, a third in Englifh, where he fet down, all the remark- 
able acts of God towards him, and of .himfelf towards God ; 
thefe he would often read ove to. affect his foul, and) improve 

as fo crucified to the world, 
and the world to him, that all worldly concernments feemed 
a perfeet nothing to him: the world feemed to havé.no temp- 


tation to him, he no for the world, His paffions 
were fo fubdued, ‘that though he was one that was moftten- 


derly affe&ted to “his relations, yet their lofs difcompofed not 


' his mind, interrupted not his communion with God., .. His 


eldeft daughter was a moft excellent perfon,.and. one.i in whom 
he took great delight; who died a. few Jhours after her. laft 


_ child was born, and he beingyprefng at her death, commended = 


her fpirit to God’ more affedlionate 
as when he gave her perfon to her hu 


ip but as undifturbedly, 
defired to preach her funeral fermo 


and in matriage,. He 
nN, which he, did.; and 


t believed fhe 
feared the Lord in _ fincerity. from fy 


preached { fo as fhewed he had not. his 
had loft his deareft Nothing of creatures could. in 
leaft draw him from his. jife with, Godj, . Livi n 
divine communion, he yad ereat inf into {cripture 
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ad many future events deeply impreft on his — 


prophecies, and a 

‘i | ‘mind. Men know but little of God’s mind, becaufe they 
five but little inf 
He 


a\- 


: his prefence and converfe. He was one of | 
| | the firft that conyinced men in thofe parts, of God’s intent 
convert tite nation of the Jews. Mr. Rogers, of Dedham, 
_and Mr. Stephen Marfhall, and divers others, much oppofed 
AY that opinion at firft, but were at laft, by his difcourfes, fully 
yt ———-— fatisfied, and really perfuaded of the truth of it., He lived 
much in the forefight of the glory of God and peace of the 
churches in'the laft ages. He oft faid, many years before i! 
game to pafs, to divers of his friends, that they would live 
- tg fee never a perfecuting bifhop in power in England. ; 
 . . The firft time when the Scots army came into England, he 
«fad to fomeé who were much troubled for it,. that the army _ 
i fhould go back without a ftroke ftruck ; and fo they did.” 
He faid, after the battle of Nafeby, that many ftri@ profeffors 
geligion fhould have reft for a little time, but afterwardS 
| a blacker time would come unto them than ever they had 5 


which wasjin part fulfilled: but he ufed to add, the ftorm 
would not laft very long. And thefe were his very laft words 

_ which he fpake at his death, ‘ There is a tharp ftorm coming, _ 

8 but it will be but fhort.” The former part is already proved - 


true, God grant the other part may alfo be accomplithed, 


hid 


He ufed ta fay, God had two fieves for the profeffors in 
ori England, one of a coarfer make, and that he had ufed; but 
i: = would come a finer one, which all fhould ftand ready 


for; and this it ts doubted, is in a great degree to come. Ss 


_ He ufed to fay, it was very probable this nation would be : 
-punifhed by the French, after whofe fancies they went {fo 4 
much a whoring. And he much believed popery wouldcome = 
jn, but it would not laft; for it could not recover it’s fitlt 
_dtrength again in England. ‘There were fome particularities 
in him that may feem of leffer moment: he could not endure 
to fee any Bible lie contemptuoufly about the houfe, bu 
would have them carefully and cleanly ufed, or laid up: he 
_ thought there ought a reverence to be given to the very out- 
fides of f facred oracles. He was exceeding careful t 
have none of God’s creatures loft: he would always have a 
fowl or two allowed to come familiarly into his eating-roomy _ 
‘to pick up the crumbs that would fall fromthe table. : 
_ His converfation was fo in heaven, and the majefty of holi- 
nefs did fo fhine in him, that that famous divine for learit- 
ing and i Mr. Rogers, of Wethersfield, in Effex, tole 
_ another divine, he could never come into the prefence of 
_ Mr. Blackerby without fome kind of trembling upon hitth 
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Lacon of the majefty al 10linefs which feem ed to fhine in 
him. The height and conftancy of his holy and heavenly 
converfe was accompanied with a fettled peace of confcience, 
and good affurance of etefnal life: for fome years before his 
death he would oft (upon feafonable occafions)| declare, that 
for more than forty years he never had a doubting thought of 
his falvation. It/is our low, loofe, unequal walking in re- 
-ligion, that makes the fenfe of God’s love, peace with God, 
and evidence for eternal life, fo rare a thing among us. 
This holy man was indeed an inftance fent by God into the 
world, to fhew to what life of holinefs and peace Chriftians — 
may on earth certainly arrive, if hearty fincerity, deep mor- 
tification, diligent watchfulnefs, love of diviné communion, a 
andfan humble and adtive faith, meét in the heart of any man. 
‘ When he was about the age of fifty-five, his fon-in-law, 
i Ae Mr. Chriftopher Burrel, was prefented to the rectory of 
: Great Wratting, in Suffolk ; Mr. Burrel had lived fome years 
i asa boarder to Mr. Blackewby: Mr. Blackerby now removes, 
. and continues a oer with him for divers years: in ail 
which time he continued preaching the gofpel only occafion- 
ally (except at Gertftingtherp, in Effex, where he maintained 
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ae a conftant lecture) until towards the clofe of his life. | 
ee _ Then Providence fo ordered, that he took upon him a paf- 
zz toral charge over the congregation at Great Thurlow ; and 


here his Mafter found him fo doing, to wit, very bufy in his 
Mafter’s fervice ; for, as he was preaching on one Lord’s 
day, he was took with aigreat weaknefs and fainting while he: 
was in the pulpit, fo that being carried home, he continued 
_ very weak fix weeks, but kept his bed only two days before , — 
he died, which was in the feventy-feventh year of his age. 
He had feven children who lived to be men and women 
(two fons and five daughters). His eldeft fon was a gracious 
young man, and lived fome time a {tudent in Katharine-hall, 
in Cambridge, but died of a confumption before he took any 
degree. His other fon was alfo a good man, and an excellent 


Tee 


. preacher, and died lately, minifter of Stow-masket, in Suf- 
ie ) folk. And now all his fons and daughters, except one, and 
se all his fons.in law and daughters-in-law, ate gone with him 


to everlafting reft. Itis moft fitting that the world thould 

know and remember, that there was a man fo fan@tified by 
Divine Grace, as to be enabled to live fifty years, after his 
converfion, doing good, and walking with God, without 
being left (in the eyes of the moft tri@ obfervers) to utter 

an idle or angry word. His countenance and fpeech, his 
| | deport- - 
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LOUGHBC 
SHIRE. 


it Ext rated from a Letter from Mr. Polar 7 


Ox the | 


th of Oaober we fat 
Lord’s fupper at Loughborough ; after which Brother Tru- | 
man preached, in the evening, at Swithland. On the 
after fchool was over, he went and preached at Rothb 

the evening. On the roth, 
went, after fchool, to 


| the. meeti 


2 


nen anid behaviour was perpett 
‘God, in the confcientious obfervance of all his precepts, with 
a heart full of love to him, having his 
, and fhining with a {weetnefs a 
_ “who (to.all appearance) fpent every moment of his time in _ 
~fiis believed duty, and in zealous doing of good, always ready _ 
- for, and having fpiritual communion with God, in all his or~_ 
_ dinances, and all carried on with a deep and contrite fenfe of 
the natural corruption of his heart, in the loweft humility 
and condefcenfion (with moft tranfcendant charity to all men, 
yet not fuffering fin in his brother unreproved) one that kept) 
peace of confcience, and affurance of eternal life, inviolate 
years together; one who convinced all men (both | 
good and bad) that knew him, that the power of God and 
_ geligion dwelt affuredly in him ; the Divine Spirit and Power 1 
beautifying and adorning him, and affuring bach himfelf and 


- others that he |was born of died in 1651. | 
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ally as ‘before the eye of 


face awing with a mae. 
nd beauty of holinefs ; ;| ‘ 
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gHORT adequ nt OF THE DEATH 
 4QF THE LATE MR. T. TRUMAN, 
PREACHER TO MR. BENJAMIN POLLARD, 


| 
a | 


| 


| 


AND CHARACTER 
ASSISTANT. 


down at the 


gth, 
y, in 


the fatal Tuefday « evening, he 


preach at Lou hborough, and took one 
Of his boarders, a yon about twelve | ears of ag, with him 
for com | 
| Having at L ughborough, he came off ehwards | 
home, a little before eight o’clock 
ng ended. Thovgh very 
tern that was offered him, ‘contrary to 


| 


dark, he refufed a lan- 
his ufual for 
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he feldom travelled in the dark without one. “Though a ti- 


mid man, he alfo refufed the company of a friend or twQ, 


who offered to accompany him part of the way home. 
‘<< It was Leicefter fair; and many 


peopl were returning 
from it. About half a mile from Loughborough, he meta 


Loughborough cart, which ran near the fide where the foot- 
path was. At that inftant, a perfon, rather intoxicated, rode 
pat the cart, on the foot-path fide. The darknefs prevented 


heir feeing each other ; and the noife of the cart prevented - 


3 


- Brother Truman from hearing the horfe.. The rider fays he 


was aware of Brother [Truman the moment he came up to 


and beat down Brother Truman with his feet. 


him, and checked his horfe ; which, being young, reared up, — 


«¢ Some friends, who were near, immediately came up, and — 


Brother T. was brought back to Loughborough. He. was 
able to affift in undrefling himfelf ; but complained of a vio- 


lent pain in his head; the back part of which was bruifed 
and fwelled, and his face a little fcratched. The furgeon de- 


clared there was no danger ; but he expired in a few minutes. 
Though he knew thofe about him, and could {peak to them, 


I believe there could not be fewer than eight hundred 


‘© Brother Truman was a native of Nottingham, Having, 


an, arm, by a ftroke from a 


windmill, his parents gave him fuch ap education as fitted 


him for a verre pres | By the grace of God, he was. fa- 


( | 


i 


i | 
ii 
a 


yvoured 


till he expired, yet he never feemed perfectly fenfible. — 
‘¢ He was thirty years of age; and has left behind him a 
wife and two children. 
«© On Friday his remains were conveyed in an hearfe to 
Quorndon, and there interred ; when Brother R. Smith, of 
Nottingham, delivered a difcourfe on the ‘occafion, from 
_ James iv. £5. to the moft numerous and mournful afflembly 
: ever feen in thefe parts, ‘There was fcarcely a dry eye in 
the place. Many could not come within hearing. » 
| «© On Sunday, the 22d, Brother Samuel Deacon preached 
his funeral fermon in the afternoon at Quorndon, from Jer. — 
xi. 7. “ Obey my voice.” He fhewed that. this affliGive 
ftroke of Providence is the voice of God to many defcriptions 
though it rained ; and many went away quite difappointed, 
as they could not hear any thing, Brothes Deacon alfo 
preached on the gccafton at Loughborough, the fame even- 
ing, from Rev, xif, 12. 


favoured with big y impreffions of divine ; and while 
_ young, became a member of the General Baptift church at 
Nottingham ; in which he afterwards exercifed his giftsas 2 
minifter with general acceptance. The General Baptift — 
‘Church at Kirkbywoodhoufe being deftitute of a minifter,he 
was fent thither from Nottingham ; and his labours were | 
confiderably bleffed to that people, efpecially as he wasthe 
initrument of raifing Brother Harditatte, their prefent 
 minifter. 
«Tn the year 1790, thie hitch at Loughbordugh, Quorn- 
don, &c. being in want of a minifter, turned their thoughts 
to Brother Truman. We wrote to the Church at Kirkby- 
woodhoufe; which, after fome confideration, agreed that 
Brother Truman ager remove to Quorndon. 
_ In December, 1790, he came to us; and in the fpring 
_ of 1791, opened ja fchool; and in that fummer married 
Elizabeth Booth, daughter of Mr. Robert Booth, of, Kirkby- 
woodhoufe, and hiece of the Rev. Mr. Abram Booth of 
London. She was, in many refpects, an amiable young 
woman, but of a very fecble and delicate habit. She died, 
O&. 3, 1793; haying had only one child, which died foon 
after it’s mother. Their remains fleep together i in the Baptift — 
burying-ground at Quorndon. | 
.In the year 1794, Brother Truman married a fecond 
wife, Mary Alfop, of Quorndon, with whom he has lived in 
real conjugal happinefs till the late awful ftroke, which took 
away his life. He has left one daughter, aged two years and — 
_ four months, and one fon, aged four months, with their | | 
_ difconfolate mother, to feel the lofs of the beft of earthly | on 
comforts. /) | 
_  € Brother Truman was a man of a very peaceable temper, 
2 and unblemifhed character. Asa fchoolmafter, he was kind, 
-induftrious, and very ufeful. He was very generally refpeéted. 
. His fchool was equal to his wifhes, and contributed much to 
his family’s fupport and comfort ; and, with his falary, asa 
_minifter, made his fituation comfortable, and his appearance 
refpe@able. Butalas! alas! he is now no more! | ; 
Asa Chriftian, he was very fober, grave, and exem- a 
plary. 
Asa minifter, he was very faithful and in ‘the 
application of divine truth to the confciences of men. Not 
fo animated in his delivery as fome minifters; but very | 
ufeful ; and very much gained the. affections, both of the 
members and hearers. 
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hope you will pray for me. What can fuch a 
creature as | am do in fuch a fituation ? This awful frok' 
lies heavy upon me. Difficulties almoft’ prefs: down. 
Such a church,* fuch a world! What can Ido?’ 
-you will, at all times, give me your beft advice. I ant, 
Your’s affeGtionately, 


“inthe bonds of the gofpel, — 


MR. DAVID REES wag born in Wales, in| the year 


1683. Ashe had the advantage of defcending from parents 
remarkable for their piety, and was confequéntly’ “trained 
“up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ;” ‘fo his 
early converfion to God, the quicknefs of his’ capacity, his 
induftry, and defire to be ufefyl, engaged his fri¢nds to en- 
courage him in the purfuit of thofe Eades, which aFe fuited 
tothe fervice of the fanétuary.” And that they Were’ riot 
miftaken in their views in this refpect, his remarkable pro. 
ficiency, not in literature only, but in attainments of an higher 
and nobler kind, abuitidantly teftified. 
_ Soon after he appeared in public, his very promifing abi- 
lities brought him up to this! city, at the inftances of fome 
great and ‘excellent with ‘whom he afterwards main- 
tained a yery and happy friendfhip. Hé ‘had ‘been 
but a little while in London, before he received thé unani- 
' mous call of this church, and was ordained’ your paftor. 
The public work of that day fell chiefly on thy hondured 
ohn Piggott, I was préefént on 


a 


_ father and the late Rey. Mr. 
that oceafion, and, though ‘very young, I fhall not eafily 
* N.B. The-Church of Loughborougl extends through 


many have and more 
four hundred member, 


~ 


a 


SHORT ACCOUNT itt 
«OF THE REV. MR. DAVID REES, 
Baptift Minifter in Limehoufe, near London; who departed thes 
Life May 26, 1748, in the fixty-fourth Year of bit Age. 
[Extracted from his Funeral Sermon, preached by the Rev. eau. 
Tofeph Stennet.——Text 2 Sam. xxin. 


in fuch a manner, as with the divine bleffing, proved greatly 
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forget. the (oleminities of it, nor the univerfal fatisfadtion and 
joy which appeared in that numerous affembly. 
He was furnifhed with fuch talents, and he employed them 


_ duccefsful to the increafe and edification of this fociety; 
andy by- his occafional labours, to the profit of 
‘churches, | 
His principles, as to. church and C riffian libert 
_were fo well eftablifhed, that he was unwavering in his coil- 
-tentment with all the felf=denying circumftances which attend 
upon non-conformity, though his abilities and intereft would 
have recommended hiny to the eafe and plenty’ of another 
fituation. And notwithftanding his charity was very exten 
five, yet fuch was the ffeadinefs of his faith, with refpect to 
‘the great doctrines of ‘the gofpel, and the ‘principles of the 
reformation, that, at a feafon when the proper divinity of our 
Saviour, and other very important truths of the Chriftian | 
religion, were deferted by fome, and but very coolly defended — 
by others, with whom he had maintained a long f iendfhip, — 
he honeftly and bravely ftood his ground, and publicly, and — 
with great ftrength of argument, defended thefe principles 
chooling rather to take his fhare of that contempt which ha 
been fo chgritably poured out, of|late years, on thofe wh 
-have had refolution enough to adhere to the go _old dog 
_trines of revelation, than to lofe the a apapepetion his ow 
con{cience, and the {miles of | Mafter. 
His natural and acquired abilities, and his great {kill 
| divinity, the province to which he devoted his life, together 
with his honeft zeal for whateve appeared to him to be 
truth, and the folid and nervous manner in which he ufed to . 
convey his fentiments, are fo evident in his writings, and 
have given him fuch a reputation amongft wife and impartial 
or as will admit of no addition from any thing: I can 
ys 
I am fure I may fafely appeal to you of this church, as will 
_@s many more of this neighbourhood, as to’ ‘the exemplary 
manner of his behaviour in his facred office, in his family, 
and in his friendfhips. And as the tender and generous — 
treatment he met sith, and always acknowledged, under his 
long and very grievous aes from almott al] ranks of 
people in thefe parts, reflects great honour on their humanity ; 
fo it is no flender evidence of his excellent qualifications, ape 
the integrity and prudence of his behaviour. 
Such was the continuance of that painful difeafe, ehiicl he 
wore out his and an end to 
valua He 
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heavenly fhore with that full and pleafant gale. 


pafor with him, 


BAPTIST HISTORY. = 49 


valuable life, that I think it confined him for near fixteen 
years, almoft wholly to his houfe, and the much greater part 


Of that time to his bed. And, though he had naturally fome _ 


afperity of temper, and I have heard him fay, he had reafon 
to believe that hardly any man/upon earth had gone through 


more pain than himfelf, yet I think few have ever obferved © 


himto repine. His patience indeed feemed to be almoft in- 


imitable: and his fpirits were fupported beyond any thing I 


ever faw. As long as he could be brought to this place, and 


be lifted into the pulpit, though it was attended with great 
fatigue, and extreme pain, he would yet, for the moft 


preach with his ufual lifeand vigour. And when his ftrength 


would no longer admit of a removal from his bed, his friends, 
that vifited him, know how his thoughts and prayers were 


employed for the advantage of your fouls; how he laboured — 
after your former fettlement, and how he rejoiced in it; and 


what a part he bore in your|common forrow, at the lofs of © 


that worthy and promifing youth,* in whofe light you rejoiced 
but for a very fhort feafon; and with what cheerfulnefs he 


bleffed God, and waited for his diffolution, when Providence 


had lately, in fo bountiful and feafonable provided 
for your fouls. + 


‘About a month before his ea! he hada moft lively 


and joyful feafon, in the comfortable views of his intereft in 


Chrift, and the glory to which he was going: and perhaps it 
was one of the moft remarkable inftances of impatience. 
which he difcovered during his long affliction, that when, a 
little after thefe Pouce manifeftations of God’s prefence were 


withdrawn from him, he exprefled fome ftrong emotions of — 


forrow and complaint that he had not been wafted to the 


4 


His long and very grievous confinement, in the midft of 


fo much capacity, and of fo much defire of ufefulnefs, and 
_ in the midft of your wants, is one of thofe myfteries of Pro- 
_vidence, which is not eafily unfolded. But, however, thus 


much we know, that he was rendered hereby a moft remark- 
able example of Chriftian patience and fortitude: and the 


Continuation of his life, though under thefe circumftances of _ 
infirmity and forrow, was yet the happy means of maintain- — 


ing the peace, and directing the conduct of this community, _ 
if not of preferving it from diffolution: and to this I muf 


_ + In the fettlement of the Rev. Mr, Aaron Spurrier, as Co- 


| 
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* The Rev. Mr. Wm, Coombes | 

e Rev. Mr. Wm, Coombes, | 

I | 


_ of true religion ; and fo has been. the happy means of ¢ 
biting amott commendable and ufeful example to the eh rches | 
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| add, that itt has ade public trial of that Chriftian and bends 


volent temper amongtt you, which is one of the beft e} 


of on your part; as afhicted minifters find a if oft | 


inftructive one, on his, 


. The ufe of his reafon continued to the fat ; ‘ ‘and when he 


perccived the near approdches of death, with arbat. humility, 


Tove, and faithfulnefs, he refigned up his deat charge to the 
watchful care of his colleague, and that with a ndeliele 


which was very moving ‘ and then he appointed a difcourfe 


to you, on this folemn: occafion, from the experience of Davids 


as containing the eonfeffion of his faith, and his dying counfel ; 


ia this full fatisfaGtion, that though his houfe was not fo as 
he could have wifhed, though his ftrength was weakened int - 


the way, and though his afflictions had been moft uncommon, 


though he could not do what he would for your fouls, and 
though all that he did was mixed with weaknefs and tmper- 


_ feétion, though his heart was riot filled with that jov which 
fhe fometimes experienced, and though he had isine frefh 


-ftruggle with the adverfary, and his departute was fornewhat 
becloudtd yet here he could Rill reft and be cornforted, and 


yenture into the eternal world on this hope and confidence, 
that “* God ‘had made ‘an ek, covenant with” him 
that it was ordered in ‘all things, and” that it was 


And with, th is hope, and a fmiling countenance, he ente ed 


it reif, where all his pains afidfighs areover, 
hefe confiderations fhould ‘recoricile us all'to the div’ rie : 
will in this whole difpenfation, and help to dry uf | 


affeCtionate,tears, of a very dear and only ts 
her honour to have fprung from | fuch a father, and her greate 
honour: to have ‘attended | him throu h fuch a long feries of 


and weaknefs, with fo much filial piety and tendernefs. 


‘She has had the {pecial Advantage of his excellent example y 


and, I doubt not, will reap the future benefit of his prayers. 
What remains, but that we all labour after the fullett evi« 
dence of. our interett in this bleffed covenant, and for thé 
fame teroper of mind in claiming it; that when all things — 
here below fail.us, we may be able to re joice in, the falnefs 
-and ftability of this nate Ae for it is God’s covenant, Chrift 
is Mediator of it; itis ordered i in all things; 
1s ures, 
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sermon, 
Preached Det. 31, abridged. 


A&s xx. 24,—*¢ That I might finith my courfe with joy.” 


i] 


2 


Tu E f{pirit of the Apoftle Paul was truly amiable. Like 
his divine Matter, he “ went about doing good.” Having 
laboured three years in the Leffler Afia, he was now hafting 
to Jerufalera ; and, not finding it convenient to fee the bre-_ 
thren at Ephefus, he fent for the Elders of that Church, re- 
quiring them to meet him at Miletus. There he delivered 
to them his laft inftruétions, in the very ferious and affec- 
tionate difeourfe, of which our text is afmall part. He 


mentions the labours and trials he had gone » among 
_ them, and the two principal do&trines he had preached, Ke- 


pentance toward God, and Faith toward eur Lord Fefus Obrift. 
And now, fays he, *‘ I go bound in the Spirit to Jerufalem, 
© not knowing'the things which fhall befal me; only that the 
_ & Holy Ghoft witneffeth ‘in every city, faying that bonds and 

Both ctiriofity and piéty would excite an enquiry. what 
effe& fuch‘a profpe&t had upon the mind of ‘the. 


| 


it deter‘him from ‘his facred work? Did it difeou 
him init? ‘No, fays'this champion for our bleffed Redeemer, — 


great Apofile. 


‘« None of thefe things move me; neither count I my life ~~ 


dear unto’ myfelf, fo that I might finith my courfe-with joy, 

© and the miniftry which I have received of the Lord Jefus, 

‘to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God.” May you, 

brethren, and may your minifter, ever live by the fare 

faith, and always manifeft fome good degree of the fame zeal 
in the fervice of our adorable Lord and Saviour ! 

_ What the Apoftle confidered as his courfe, is evident from 
the words which follow the text. ‘And, while they expreéfs | 
the great object of Paul’s ambition, they alfo explain to us: 

the nature and defign of the gofpel miniftry. It isa procla- 

mation of the grace of God to man, accompanied with pro- 
per evidence. -May every minifter confider it in this view, 
and imitate this great man’sexample! = etn 

The fpirit which the Apoftle at this time poffelled, how- 
¢ver, isthe genuine fpirit of living Chriftianity, and ought 


ig 
? 
> 
if - 
> 
* 
> 
> 
to 
4 
j 


» 


seasons AND ESSAYS. 


~ to be found i in us all. As we are now concluding anoth 


proper ferioufly to think of the clofin; {cenes of life, and to 


_ Jatter feems here the more ‘satiibel But as both will be 


we be all permitted to reach our three fcore years and ten, 


who are now in health, may foon be in the fame fituation, 


+ | 4 
| 
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year, a large revolution in the life of man, it is natural an if 


with that whenever that folemn perio fhall commence, we 
may “ finifh our courfe with joy.” I therefore recommend 
this fubject for your prefent meditation; and earneftly pray 
that, amidft all the toils and labours of life, and the allures 
ments of thi$ enfnaring world, your: principal concern may 
be, to “ finith your courfe with joy.’ 
Allow me, in this view, to make a few obfervations 0 y 
the words,—to point out what is the Chriftian’s eourfe,— 
to thew whence the Chriftian’s joy arifes, and the ‘reflection 5 
and profpeéts which may be the occafions of it, both i in life 
and death,—-and to give you a few neceflary advices. I 
Let us make a few obfervations. 
By the term courfe, we may, perhaps, eithet 
our stray life, or our conduct, while life is continued. The 


finifhed together, we may keep them both in view. Happy 
will it be for us, if the period of our exiftence, and he whole 
of our conde, | in this ny ftate, be concluded with | 
facred joy. Mg 
We mut ifoon finifh our courfe whether: it 
ey, or with forrow. A year is no inconfiderable part of 
life. | Yet how {wiftly do our years revolve! Should 


which is very improbable, how near are many of us to the 
end of our journey! How few are the fteps before us! 
But how inconfiderable is the number of thofe who arrive at 
the age now mentioned! Is there any probability that thofg 
who compote this aflembly, wiil be all living at the. conclu- 
fion of the year upon which we {hall enter to-morrow 2 
Such an imagination wou!d be extravagant. Many wha 
have filled re{pectable places within thefe walls, are gone to 
the “ house appointed for all living,” in the courle of the 
laft twelve months. Several members of this church are 
now apparently not far from their diffolution. Some of uss ih 


How neceflary for each of us now to fay, Am I the man 
How highly important for all to Sari immediately, a 


daily, to attend to our gracious | edeemer’ S ning advice, | 
__Itis the part of a wife man to bbe his dying moment int 
view ; and to confider it as his firft concern, to “ finith his V 
courfe with joy.” The Apalie) Paul was 
| | 
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man of good natural parts, of deep and extenfive learning, 


dee life; but the wrath of Gad abideth on him.” 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


of fine taite, of clofe thought, and calm reflection. What 


was his prevailing wifh? What was the fummit of his” 
ambition ?« Was it to be rich, or great in the prefent life? 
‘To obtain the friendfhip of men? Te be carefled by fupe- 
—yiors, or flattered by thofe of inferior rank? To enjoy the 


indulgences of the world, or the ‘gratifications of fenfe? 


‘No; he efteemed all thefe as mere trifles. He afpired after 
- fomething infinitely more valuable. Even life itfelf was, to 
him, a matter about which he was comparatively indifferent. 
~ ¥ count not my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I might finifh 
« my courfe with joy." Who would not follow the example 

_ of this truly great ma 


1, in an affair of fuch moment? The — 
rich, the learned, the young, the gay, will furely think it an_ 
honour to imitate fuch a pattern. 
Let us then proceed ito fhew, 
II. What is the true Chriftian’s courfe ? This cannot 
properly be omitted ; becaufe, as our courfe is, fuch will be 
st’s end. If our courfe be right, we fhall finifh it with joy. 
What then is the doors, the race, which is fo awfully mo- 
mentous in it’s iffue, ahd fo uncertain, as to the time of it’s 
termination? It is, injone word, “ faith which worketh by 


Jove.” Or, if a different expreffion be more agreeable, it 


is a courfe of evangelical obedience. It confifts in a be- 


lieving regard to the Lord Jefus, as the only and complete 


Saviour,—a zeal for the promotion of his honour and inte< 
re{t,—a diligent attention to all religious, relative, and per- 
fonal duties, in obedience to his command,—and a benevolent 


endeavour, in imitation of his example, to do good to alf 


mankind, and to promote their welfare. 


Faith in Jefus is the firft concern of man. We have al], 


by fin, deftroyed ourfelves; and in him only is our help. 
“« ‘There is not falvation in any other.” In him is complete 
falvation. ‘“ He is able_to fave to the -uttermoft, them that 
“ come to God by him.” He died for our fins; and 
“€ whofoever believeth in him fhall not perifh, but have — 
“¢ eternal life.”” ‘This is that gofpel, that good news, which 


_ minifters are commanded to * preach to every Creature.” It 


is accompanied with a fanction at once full of inftruéction, — 
of encouragement, and of terror. ‘ He that believeth and js 


™ baptized, fhall be faved; and he that believeth not fhall 
© be damned.”— He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 


“¢ Jafting life; and he that believeth not the Son fhall not 


Believing 
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|. Believing in Jefus,' however, is not the work ofa day. 
| Gs the great, the firlt, the fundamental concern ; and radical 
| to.all that is evangelically good in man, to the end of life. 
ea tl it behoves us to be able to fay continually, that * the S we | 
new live in the flefh, we live by the faith of the 50n of 
T° | & God, who loved us, and gave himfelf for us.” By this, _ 
_ faith, we ftand “ accepted in the beloved,” and are enabled 
to overcome the world ; and are “kept by the power : God, 


through faith, to complete falvation.” | 
| we believe in Chrift, we ought to be zealous in the || 
promotion of his honour and intereft in the world. His 
) intereft is the intereft of genuine purity, without whichno 
Gntelligent creature can be truly happy. This isdeartoour 
1 | pleffed Saviour, and will be dear to all who are his real 


_ friends. His difciples, therefore, are commanded to “ follow | 
€ peace with all men, and holinefs, without which no man 
can fee the Lord.” ‘We ought to the end life, tobe 
making advances in univerfal holinefs ; and to exert oure 


=| felves, according to our ability, in the promotion of it, 
among all with whom we have any connedtion. 
Bye “Phe various branches of relativé, perfonal, and religious 
duty, make the Chriftian fhine before men, and are pleafing | 
We) -- $n the fight of God. ‘They are too numerous to be here | 
fipeeified; but I befeech you to confider them diftiny, and 
care that none of them be negledted by any of you who 
} ~~ © mame the name of Chrift.””. Remember what is the teft of 
hal your friendfhip to him. “ Ye are my friends,” he fays, 
| Gf ye do whatever J command you.”” Thus you will 
UPS: “© glorify him’ who hath called you to glory and virtue. ° 


you will “‘let your light fo fhine before men, that 
they. may fee your good works, and glorify your Father 
‘6 who is in heaven.” 

| a ‘Benevolence to all mankind is an important part of the 
\ | .Chriftian’s courfe. As the difciples of Jefus Chrift, it is our 
duty and our honour, not only to be kind and gratefulto fuch 
aa as treat ,us in a friendly manner ; but to “ Jove our enemies, 
© to blefs them that curfe us, and to pray. for thofe who 
defpitéfully ufe us, and perfecute As we have oppor- 
| tunity, we are called upon to employ our time, and exert — 
@urfelves in good to all men ; efpecially to thofe who 
of the houfhold of faith.” Such is the courfe of the 
ee) | real Chriftian, and fach a courfe will be finifhed with joy, | 
Ill. To thew whence | the Jay. and 
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the reflections and. eofpathe which may occafion and fupport 


it, both in life and death. | 


It is of great moment here to obferve, that Jefus Chritt is, 
at all times, the grand fource of joy to areal Chriltian. 
“ Weare the circumcifion,” the true Ifrael of God, “ who 
“ worfhip God in the fpirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and 
“ have no confidence in the flefh.” Paul himfelf, with all | 
his fuperior abilities, and with all his fuperior excellencies, 
treats the idea of glorying in any other but Chrift, with holy 
indignation. God forbid,” he exclaims, “ that I fhould 
“© slory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift.” . 

As we “have all finned, and come fhort of the glory of 
“‘ God, and are all by nature the chilgren of wrath,” we 
could have no hope, and confequently no joy, In life or death, | 


~ were we not affured that ‘the blood of Jefus cleanfeth from 
“all fin.” But this confideration cheers the heart of a 


believe 3 and is a fource of confolation and joy to him, with © 
which all others are entirely unacquainted. He knows hime 


felf, and fees that he is, in|every refpect, an imperfect crea- 
ture; but a facred pleafure! arifes in his foul, on reflectin 


that Jefus Chrift is “ made of God, to us, wifdom, and righ- 
“ teoufnefs, and fanctification, and redemption.” = 
As no man, however, can rejoice in that good, in which 


he has no intereft, and as none but the real Chriftian has a 
faving intereft in the Lord Jefus; fo without that intereft, 
and an evidence of that intereft, there can be no permanent 


joy; becaufe, there cannot, otherwile, be any well-grounded 
hope of everlafting felicity. Hence the neeceffity of frequent 
felf-examination, which the Apoftle fo earneftly recommends, 


. “Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith. Prove 


“‘ your own felves. Know ye not your own felves, how that 
“© Jefus Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates ?”?- Thus 


_. the Holy Spirit, by the pen of the Apoftle, directs; and to 


this, if we wifh to have folid joy, we muft pay a careful 


(? thy evidence, both living and dying, of the reality 


_ of our faith, and of our confequent intereft in the bleffed 
_ Redeemer, is our participation of the Holy Spirit, by which 

we are led to obey his commandments. “ Ye are not in the 
flefh, but in the fpirit, if fo be that the Spirit of God 


‘dwell in you. Now if any mam have not the Spirit of 


~ “ Chrift, he is none of his.—-He that keepeth his command- 


* ments dwelling in him, and he in him; and hereby we 
“ know that he abideth in/us, by the (nitit which he’ bath 


| 


f This is the grand aad the only. certain proof’ 


| 


€ 
* 
4 
{ 
a 
> 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


~ of our mer converfion ; 3 the only ndubitable evidence that 
swe are born of God, and heirs of glory. ‘Hereby we do- 
‘6 know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
_ He that faith, I know him, and keepeth not his command-_ 
ments, ig a liar, and the truth is notin him. But whofo 
«¢ keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God per- 
feted. Hereby do we know that we areinhim.” 
"True faith * worketh by love,” and ‘a tree is known 
by it’s fruits.” A real Chriftian may, therefore, juftly 
and fcripturally rejoice, on the review of his fincerity, obe- rr. 
 dience, and zeal for God; not as thefe are the foundation of : 
‘ his hope, but the evidence of his claim. _ This fame Apoftle,: 
afew months before he delivered the difcourfe in which our. 
text is found, wrote to the Corinthians ; ; and on a review of 
his condud, he tells them, ‘* Our rejoicing is this, the tefti- 
*¢ mony of our confcience, that in fimplicity and gaa | 
fincerity, not with flethly wifdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our converfation in the world.’”” About 
4 | or feyen years after his leaving thefe Ephefian Elders, he 
__ expreffes the fame confidence and joy, in the near ime 
of death. Now, fays he, ** I am ready to be offered, an 
¢¢ the time of my departure is athand. I have fought ag 
“fight, I have finifhed my courfe, I have kept thefaith. 
_ Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of ri ghteouf- 
_  nefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me at | 
¢¢ that day: and not to me only, but unto all them alfo, that - 


Jove his appearing.” | 
nia 


Thus interefted, by faith, in the bleffed ious iT 
having this beft of ‘evidences of that intereft, we can ‘refleet 
with pleafure on what is paft, and look forward with joyful 

hope, to the glorious ‘* recompence of reward.” I} 
fays the true Chriftian, ‘‘ whom I believed, and J am per- 
$6 fyaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
- | §€ to him againft that day.” ra} adorable Saviour has pro- 
mifed, I will come again, nd receive you unto myfelf, 
“6 that where I am, there ye may be alfo.”” Faith eyes this 
and fimilar promifes, and the Chriftian to rejoice 
** in hope of the glory of God.” He concludes the labours, 
and refigns the enjoyments of this life, with a ferenity and 
id fure, to which all others are total rangers. He en- 
| ~, | \duares the pains which ufually precede our diffolution, and 
meets death with all it’s horrors, fupported by 
| of a blefied Thus he finifhes hi 
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and in all.” 


_ © for them, and rofe again.” 


_ reflections and profpééts of a dying bed wil 
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IV. We clofe with a few advices. 
See to it, that Jefus Chrift be the conftant obje& of your 


hope, and the only ground of all your joy, in the profpect of 


a future world. Never forget your guilty, weak, and help- 
lefs condition, without Chrift. True believers are ‘‘ com- 
“© plete in him, who is the head of all principality and power.” 
Think much of him: reft, and rejoice inhim. He is‘*‘all, — 


Frequently examine your faith, your hope, your tempers. 
and your whole conduét, by the infallible word of God. If 
that acquit and juftify you, all is well. But if that condemn 


you, it’s great Author condemns you; and if he condemn, 


who can juftify? Take nothing for granted in religion, 


without plain fcriptural evidence. Particularly, in 


relates to your faith, experience, or practice. — 
Make the fcriptures familiar to your minds. Letthem be 


a daily light to your feet, and a lamp to your path, Let 
them ‘¢ dwell in you richly in all wifdom.” They contain 
every thing that can be of faving ufe to an immortal foul. 
Make them continually ‘¢ the man of your counfel.” : 
Deny yourfelves. Remember how often our Saviour in- 


_ forms us, that without this ** we cannot be his difciples.”* 


All ‘ flefhly lufts war againft the foul.” They harden the 


heart ; they defile the confcience ; they blind and ftupify the 


underftanding ; they grieve the Holy Spirit; they vitiate the 
intellectual and the moral appetite; they, in every view, 
tend to deftruction. Keep, therefore, at a conftant diftance 
from them. ‘* For if ye live after the flefh, ye ‘thall die ; 


‘but if ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the 


body, ye fhall live.” 

_ Meditate much on the inexpreffible love of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. This is a divine fupport in adverfity ; and a moft 
powerful incentive to Zeal and ardour, in the way of duty, 
So the Apoftle found it; and fo fhall we find it. Recolic& — 
his inftructive words, ‘* The love of Chrift conftraineth us, 
** becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
*‘all dead. And that he died for all, that they which live, 
** fhould not live unto themfelyes, but unto him which died 
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. Finally, «* As ye have received Chrift Jefus the Lord, fo 
*‘ walk ye in him.” Thus a life of faith, produétive of 
genuine holinefs, will terminate in everlaftin felicity. The 
| be unutterably 
cheering. You will. finith courfe with joy,” 
2, 
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a learned pious miniftet of the pbfpel, | 


their tongues.. Mutual obfetvations and enquiries familiarized 
_ the paffengers to each other, arid converfation began ‘to flow | 
without referve. ‘* The fun rofe in all the majefty of light,” - 
and diffufed fplendour and cheerfulnefs over the whole cre- 


a vegetable world with new beauties. 


life. 


| THE 


| 


Juvenis, an intelligent young man, had occafion to travel | 


together in a ftage coach. As they fat out foon after mid- I 
_ night, the hours till day-break pafled away in drowfinefs ar 


filence. The dawn, however, opened their eyes, and loofened © 


iit 
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ation. His beams revived animal erty and adorned the 


-Eufebes. | How reanimating, remarked Eufebes, the 


= goety hours which we have juft paft, is the return of day! 


ow invigorating the rays of this glorious luminary to our 
bodies, chilféd with the cold of night, and foftened with it’s. 
dews! With what propriety do the facred writers teprefent | 
the coming | ‘of the benevolent Jefus, to fave mankind from 
everlafting defpair, as the “ Rifing bf the Sun of Righteouf= 
nefs, with healing in his wings!” Our every 
confeffes the aptnefs of the image. We ought tobe thank- 
ful for this {plendid globe, which dif pels our nafural darknefs, ~ 
and fupports our outward frame ; but, if we khow ourfelves; 
we fhall be far more grateful for that Fountain of Light, | 
which diffipates our mental gloom; and reftotes | immortal | 


Juvenis. | The Sir; rep J hat 


enjoy from the preferice of light aré many and obvious; and 
every rational mind will render erateful ack nowledgments 
tothe Father of lights for fe invaluable a blefling. When I 
_ @bferve what a fudden change is made in the face of things 


by light, how every object becomes vifible; though the mo- 
ment befofe all were buried in obfcurity, I ar ready to afk 
thow thefe wonderful effects, which we daily fee, are pro- 
duced. I have often felt a ftrong defire to learn, what has 


been difcovered on fo a check myfelf,. 
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progrefs in the world. | 


gious life. 


! marks. 


| 
| 
| 


THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER, 


however, and dare not indulge an idle curiolity, or meddle 


with vain philofophy. 


Eufeb. Your defire, Ju enis, to enquire/into the wonders | 


of nature is proper, and highly commendable. — It is the duty 
of every inealhigstt creature to fearch cut the works of the 


gteat Credtor, and to magnify his name for the proofs of his — 
goodnefs, wifdom, and power, in which they abound. Man, 


in particular, is endowed with amazing powers of perception, 


obfervation, and reflection: he is furrounded with an infinity 
of the nobleft, and moft jinterefting objects, on which to 
employ thefe powers: it i$ natural then to conclude that his 
Maker defigned him to exercife himfelf in the ftudy of nature, 
for which he has fo liberally furnifhed him. Befides, an ac- 


quaintance with the propefties of matter qualifies a man, 


almoft every inftance, to difcharge the duties of focial and 
private life, with greater effect; and therefore he doubtlefs 
ought to endeavour to gain this acquaintance, and cultivate 
fo beneficial a part of knawledge. — | oe 

And, it fhould never be/forgotten, that the moft convincing - 
proofs of the exiftence of the Deity are drawn from the order, _ 
defign, and grandeur of his works. And the more accurately 
we examine them, the more clearly we fhall comprehend their 
fitnefs and propriety. We fhall therefore feel more of the 


force of thefe proofs, on}our own minds; and be enabled 
to propofe them with greater advantage to others. On the 
being of a God, as on a fact already demonftrated, all re- 


vealed religion depends. ‘This original revelation of the Al- 


lars ag therefore, challenges the higheft attention of all who 


wifh for the profperity of religion, or would promote it’s 


It would be tedious, Juvenis, otherwife it would be eafy; 


. to enumerate many advantages, of a civil, moral, and reli- 


gious nature, that flow from a knowledge of natural philofophy, 
A {ciente, that I can, with the greateft pleafure, reconemend 


toevery perfon, but efpecially to youth. For I am well - 


perfuaded that the ftudy of it will not only afford them a 
noble and rational entertainment, but greatly promote their 
improvement and ufefulnefs, in every ftation of civil of reli- 


Juv. 1 4m much pleafed; Sir, with your friendly re- 


I fincérely thank you for them. But you muft 
extend the obligation ftill farther. Your obfervations have 


ay my curtofity, “— made me hope to have it gratified: 
You, sir, are well known to have cultivated moft parts of 


ufeful and natural philofophy, I am informed, 
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and fills with them all the vaft exten 


allfides, 
Juv. Ith nk, Sir, that I undertts nd you As pietty 
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fall be honoured with your company to the end of this ftage, 


nature and properties of light. 


Eufeb. | 


your requeft : and without farther entreaty, all the 
formation in my power. _ 

Light has been the fubject much difquifit ition, among 
the different fects of philofophers, Many jarring opinions 
have been, advanced coricerning it, and many infufficient 
hypothefes formed to account for it’s furprifing effects. 
ftead of trifling away your time 
it will be fufficient to fay, that they, like almoft ail other’ 
parts of hypothetical pirilofophy, were found falfe and ground— 
lefs, hen” brought to the teft of experiment. 


J. Newton and his followers have abundantly demonftrated, 
that “ Light is an 
or little balls, which, with inconceivable fwiftnefs, fly of 
«in ftraight lines from the furfaces of luminous. bodies,” 


The fun, for inftance, is a luminous body. ie yb he is, 


he darts out from his furface millions of {mall active articles, 


his beams. ‘Thus, too, a lighted ca dle brought cf a dark 


room y fills it with thefe little that fly off an 1 


well; but pray how do thefe particles caufe aie to perceive the 


objects that furround us? 
Eufeb. Thefe little balls are fo fc by their! all-wi 


_ Maker, as to be eafily reflected, or| beaten back, 
-furface on which they frike. Sup pofe, then, a {tre 


he, which is called a ray “i light, to be darted from. 


the fun and. ftriké againft any object, as: the corner of the 


- coach” ‘window, they will rebound back, and fall upon your, 
The eye is a very curious machine, compofed of vari+ 


| 


eye. 
zhi humours and membranes, which |act as optical 
modifying the ray as it pafles puget them. 
_ different particles of light that procee 
unite upon a fine membrane, fpread 


ft rs from which they were laft reflected. 


the {mart impulfe thefe little balls make upon t 


it, which conveys t 


to the brain. 


by 


I muft entreat you to indulge me with a hort account of the 


With much pleafure, Juvenis, I thal! comply with 


a- | 
ith a repetition of them, 


The Freat Sir 


that is enlightened by 


‘At daft, all the. 
d from the fame point 
bottom of the eye, 
called the retina, and paint there a very lively image of the _ 
f At the fame time, 

retina, 
they caufe a fenfation i in a large nerve that is Sina behind 


beer the favourite of your leifure AsI 


ighnite number] of very {mall globules, 


‘the information, by an immediate commu+ — 


ertain, though inexs 
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plicable conneétion,, which is known to fubfift between the 


mind and the brain, fhe idea of the corner of the coach win- 
dow is excited in the mind. And as rays proceed, ina 

fimilar manner, every) point in the window, the whole 
window muft be pdinted on the retina, and the idea of the — 


whole excited in the mind. | 
a Juv. I thank sea for your explanation. It is very : 
natural and fatisfaétory ; and, could you explain how anime 


pulfe on a nerve excites an lidea in the mind, if would be 
Eufeb. That it does fo, is an indifputable fact, of which 
the fenfations of every moment prove the certainty. But an 
attempt te explain how it is done, 


an attempt that fets 
t ona level with the fool.” » 


This, however, as wi | 
natural philofophy, expofes the abfurdity of the objection - 
which modern infidels make ic the fublime truths of Chrif- 
tianity. We cannot conceive, they fay, how thefe things 
could be, and therefore we will not believe they ever were. 
Juft as wifely would a philofopher, with his eyes open in 
broad day-light, conclude, I cannot conceive how the idea of 
ficht is excited in the mind,/and therefore I will not believe 
fee atall. _ | 
Juv. Your remark, Eufebes, is juft, and ought to carry 


ell as numberlefs other iftances in 


conviction to the hearts of thofe unhappy men, againf{t whom 
itis levelled. Perhaps, may be equally impoffible to 
= determine any thing certain refpecting the number and fmall- 


nefs of the particles of light. For when I refle&t, thata 
fhower of thefe little balls proceeds, every inftant, from = 
every imaginable point of a vifible object, to the eye, my 
labours in vain to comprehend the immeénfe number ~ 
._ that muft flow from the luminary that enlightens a profpect _ 
2 of only a few miles extent, to render vifible al] the variety of 

rivers, fields, houfes, trees, cattle, and an infinity of other 

objects. What an incredible crowd mutt continually be 


rufhing into the eye, to paint there all the parts of this diver- 
| fified landfcape ! 
: _ Eufeb. From comparing the diftance to which a candle 
: extends it’s beams, the time it is in confuming, and the - 
: quantity of matter it contains, it has been calculated that 
i _ the number of particles of light that- fly off from a lighted — 
Ee _ candle, of fix in the pound, in a fecond of time, exceeds a 
+f million millions of times the number of grains of fand that 
would 
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-fubjects, one 
every confiderate mind. How plainly the wifdom and goods 


~ nefs of the great Creator appears in Proportioning the bulk | 
of thefe active globules to the rapidity of their motion | 
Were they of any conceivable bignefs, how could fo delicate, is 


: futtain, with much more eafe, pebbles of a confiderable inet 


degree as effe@uall yasat prefent. Inftead of the lively and 


fhades, would be entirely loft. But that all-wife Being, 
who faid, ‘* Let there be light,” and there was light, hasfol 


difpofed it’s that. we enjoy every gratification 
without the f 


remark will be feen ftill more clearly, as we in our. 
curfory review ‘of a few more the of 


THE CHRISTIAN 


would be cdntained i in a body as large as our earth, reduced _ 
to the fineft powder. How inconceivably vaft, then, muft_ 
the number be that proceeds from the fun, which illuminates | 
a {pace infinitely more extended, with a nan incomparabl} 1. 
more refulgént! 
Juv. ‘Really, Sir, you bonfounl me. ‘My head | 
giddy i in attempting to follow your computations. Pray has | 
any thing been diicovered that can affift us in determining _ 
the {wiftnefs with which thefe numberlefs particles move? ] 
- Eufeb. The principles, on which a calculation of thei 
motion is founded, are far more certain and determinate than 
thofe from which we deduce the vaftnefs of :their numbers, 
though it is ¢ertain that the computation juft mentioned falls 
much belowthe truth. It is known, from undoubted ob- 
fervations, that light employs feven minutes and an half in 
paffing from the fun to the earth. This diftance is now — 
agreed to be more than eighty-one of miles. We 
are lefere| certain that the rays f light move with the _ 
incredible fwiftnefs of one hundred a nd ei ont thoufand miles : 
every fecond of time; or, to render it’s. rapidity more con. — 
ccivable, & ray of lig ht would fly more than feven -_ round 
the earth in the fxtieth part of a minute. ‘ 


n wonderful 


When I indulge myfelf in thinking l 
refletion always occurs, which trike 


a member! as the eye bear fuch an immenfe number, beating 
fo violently, and without intermiffion, upon it? It would 


fhot point blank in the face, from a well charged cannon | 


the contrary, if thefe particles were grofler and lefs_ 


aGtive, they would not ferve the purpofes of fight in any, 


— 


{plendid reprefentations of objects, which now delight our 
fenfes, we fhould have only a languid and indiftinct | ercepe,) 
tion of things, in which the more minute parts, and finer, _ 


malleft inconvenience. | The juftnefs of this 
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but confufion and diforder? 
- Eufeb. The difficulty, Juvenis, is real, and many fruit- 
lefs attempts have been made to folve it. It will, however, | 
be much eafed by recolle&ting what has been faid of the fwift- 
-nefs and {mallnefs of the particles of light, Many experi- 
_ ments make it probable, that if three particles of light, pro- 


_ has already afforded me fo much gratification. 
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Juv. I am forry, Sir, to interrupt you ; but one difficulty 


{trikes me, which I beg leave to mention. If, as you affert, 
 fuch crowds of rays proceed from every part of a vifible 
— obje& to my eye, equal numbers mutt proceed, in a fimilar 


manner, from the fame points to the eye of every other 
obferver. What croffings and interfeCtions of rays muft 
enfue on this fuppofition! Admitting, too, that thefe rays 


are ftreams of folid bodies, how can it happen that in afl | 
their croffings they do not clafh againft each other, and by . 
their concuffions difturb one another’s ranks, and thus inftead 


of painting a tegular picture on the eye, reprefent nothing 


ceeding from the fame point, ftrike the eye fucceffively, in 


the fpace of a fecond, that point will continue vifible. On 
this fuppofition, the globules compofing a ray ‘or ftream of 


light may be fixty thoufand miles afunder, and no interruption 
of fight be perceptible. Now this is a diftance fufficient to 
afford ample room for millions of croffing rays, under the | 
guidance of infinite wifdom, to pafs, without impeding each 
other’s progrefs, or altering’ each other’s direétion.| 

Juv. I think, Sir, this confideration almoft folves the 
difficulty, and I am obliged to you for it. But I fee we 
approach the inn, where we have to breakfaft; and, as it is 


probable that we may then be interrupted, we will, if you 
_ pleafe, refume the converfation when we fet out again. I 
fhaill then with pleafure and gratitude attend to every thing 


you think proper to fubjoin on this curious fubje@t, which. | 


SACRO BOSCO. 
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| eonftant, teader of Magazine. 


| | 


0 ‘the tor the General Mgt 


AM i in that your Mitcellany wilt not only! benefit 
the Genetal Baptifts, but many: others who fall read it; 
which number, intend, if fpared, to be one. Ft would 
give me great pleafure if of your cotrefpondents would 
a particular anfwer, as early as corivenient, to the fol- 
lowing query. | 


ae we are commanded (2 Pet. 
ce, and in the knowledge of our Eord and: Saviour 


| j 


SIR, | 


EVERY: attentive reader of the Bibte obferve, that 
it was the: fin great bufinefs of the ancient prophets, 
John the Baptift, of our bleffed Redeemer, arid of the-Aipof- 


thes, to callmen to repentance. | This fhews How needful it 


is that all preachers fhould do the fame ; and confequently 


- that both i fhould/ be able to fpeak with propriety: 
dh fo interefting fubjec, and that’ the: hearers fhoufd well 

it. Ie will give me great pleafure if any. of your 

will:clearly deferibe what true. repentance iss 
genuine effects of it. earneftly wif 


,and what are the 
‘fuccefs; to ali your laudable exertions, and intend to be a 


ae 


Te the Béito oft the Genera Bapt if 


| 


iii. 1 g.) to grow iB 


Chrift what are the beft means to be ufed in-order 
we may grow ; and what 


ges’ be 
pected from fueh a groweh 


i 
ig 
H i? 
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| IF you a arly the queries + admitibie, the 
infertion of them, at any aes when you have a vacafit cor- 
oblige Your’s 1 
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| CORRESPONDENCE. 
x. How are we to underftand what the 


Cain, Gen. iv. 7. Unto ¢ 


Almighty - this to 


hee fhali be his defite, and thou 


46 fhalt rule over him 


2, What does the le intend by the 


phrafe, The 


“e prince of the power of.the-air?”’ Ephef. ii. 2. If he 
‘mean to chara€terize Satan by that appellation, why is Satan 


{tiled ‘the prince of the power of the.air?. 


3. Peter ufes this expreffion, “ The earth ftanding out ee 
. What isthe | 
the paffage, and to what ffate of the earth docs 


«6 the water and in the water.” 2 Pet. iii, 
meaning 
itrefer? 


Lo the Editors of the 
GENTLEMEN, 
A Female fubfcriber, an 


seneral Baptift Mag 


id one who hopes tc 
fional correfpondent, requefts, that fome. of 


azine. 


an occas 
rout learnéd 


friends would favour her with an explanation of the meaning 
of Mofes by the terms Giants, Sons of God, Daughters of 
ny in the beginning 


Men, Mighty Men, and Men of Renow 
of the fixth chapter of Genefis. | 


al Baptift Magazine. 


For the Gene 


EVSEBIA, 


Young: man, juft entering: upon the warld, has had. 
eccafion to remark, amorigft perfons whom he fincerely ef- . 
teems as confcientious Chriflians, very. different modes, in 
an article of fome importance in the eecononiy of 4 Chriftian 


— 

° . 
‘ 
’ 


family... ;,He has. obferved, that fome always afk a bleffing 


before meals, and return thanks after ; while othtzs implote 
.a blefling and give thanks at the fame time,’ before they fit 
down, arid omit any particular: ceremony after. In fome 
_families the company all ftand). on thefe odcafone; at other 
fables the perfon alone who aéts as the mouth of. the reft, 


_rifes, and they remain feated; and at others all 


keep their 


feats. Now.as he efteems it a duty, inculeated both by nd- 
tural and revealed religion, to exprefs our gratitude for the 
comforts of life, to the great Donor of them, andito implore 
his bleffing upon them ; and as it is of importance that:duties 


be not only performed, but 
and in order, he requefts t 


that they be performed decently 


the opinion of his mere experienced. 
moit proper made ef performing this part ef 


-brethren on the 
family religion. 
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hopes that thefe dire@ions will be accompanied 

| S, B. 
_AS the word Atonement is in the O14 
aay  'Teftament, and I have been taught to believe that atone ent 
| and fatisfation to Divine ‘Iuftice are fynonimous expreffions ; 


yet thisJ word is but once ufed in the ‘Teftament 
(Rom, ys 11-) and there ir js faid that We have received ; 


the Editor the Bap ift 


| 
the atonement ;” which now lead me to doubt whether 
thofe ideas on that fubje& are right. 


iy. iy _A critical illuftration of that important word will no de ubt 
“be nfcful. ¢ many, and particularly to (| 


mee) | To the Editors of the General Baptip Mogecne 
, YOU will allow, I doubt not, that the Apoftle’ s affertion, 


that fome'men wreft the fcriptures to their own. damnation,” 


muft not beconfined to doctrinal truths alone. Directions 
and commands mifunderftood or wilfully perverted, have done 
ei apverae mifchief to true religion in all ages. And everyin- = 
“telligent Chriftian fees daily too much at. to 

 Jament alike mifapplication. | 
Some: stionths i had the unhappinefs to hear a pe fon, 

| j -who ftood high in the profefling world, indulge himfelf in a 

levity and buffoonery, almoft to indecency, 
another .who made no pretence to religion. When h 
| was afterwards reminded of the.impropriety of his conduct, 


+ 


ily -he immediately retorted, by way of _juttification,  Anfwer 
a fool according to his folly. 


Sogreat a as it appeared to me, of 


. 


| ‘direction, made me wifh that fome judicious perfon would 

fates as 'plainly as might be, the precife meaning of the wife 
Manin«that and the following verfe, (Prov. XXVi, 4+ )and 

Hit ||.  ¥give afew ipractical. when to apply one precept 


the other. 
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many, efpecially young profeflors, and would 


ESPONDENCE, 


COR 


Tf fome of your corr in your 
would attempt this, it would, I believe, be really ufeful to 
be a gratifica- 


tion to 
SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 
| 


A Summary of the Evidences of Chriftianity, By 7- Faw-— 
cett, 4,M. 100 pages t2mo, Price ts, Wills, Button, — 
Knott, Martin, | 


‘Tue fubject, as this fenfible and acreeable writer juftly 


obferves, § has been clearly and fully handled by a variety ~ 


‘of authors of late; and the idle, trifling, profane, and — 
© blafphemous attacks of the enemies of | 
e 


“and judicioufly repelled; efpecially by Dr. Watfon, wh 

' excillien Apology, as he modeftly calls it, has been of vey 
‘ great fervice to many, and, it 1s hoped, will be read with 
‘advantage by many more.’ This publication took it’s ort- 
gin from a fermon, which the author delivered ‘on a late 


4 public occafion, from the words of king Agrippa to Paul, 
“ Almoft thou perfuadeft me to be a Chriftian.” The mi- 
_. nifters, and others, who were prefent, ‘ requefted it’s publica- 


‘tion, leaving the author at liberty to enlarge and improve 


this plan at his own difcretion.? With this folicitation he — 


complied, and has publifhed the ufeful tract before us. | 
The plan is—* The evidences which might rationally be 


“expected in fayour of Chriftianity—The evidence arifine 
-¢ from the credibility of what is contained in the {criptures, 


“and from the characters of fome of the writers of them— 
‘The evidence arifing from the concurring teftimony of 


‘heathen writers—The evidence arifing from the prevalence 


‘ means which in themfelves might appear inadequate—T he > 


evidence arifing from the perfecution which the primitive 


Chriftians endured for their religion—Concluding re 


Mr. 


refpondents, in your number, 
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_and holy God, 


| 


F. evbide an oftentatious learning and if 
ay, perhaps, be thought, that his performance is not remarkable 
“for logical acutenefs, or depth of inveftigation, It contains, — 
however, a great number of lively and inftructive | 


| bferva-~ 
‘tions, which, we are perfuaded, will give abundant sleafure, | 
admigifter no {mall advantage, to readers in general, 
who defire that their faith may not “ ftand in the wifdom of 
G men, but in the power of God,” We recommend the 
whole to every one who wifhes to ake | a furvey of the moft 
ftriking in favour~of Chriftianity, arranged in a 
pleafing, and expreffed in a happy, manner. But we parti- 
cularly think the following extract worthy of attention, as a 
‘{pecimen of the author’s views and method, upon a fi Ibject of | 
the utmoft importance to every immortal foul. 
‘ It is reafonable to fuppofe, that a religion, o which. 
God is the author, fhould fecure due honour to ‘all his 
attributes ath perfections. If the gofpel fyftem does not 
do this, and that more effeCtually than any other religious 4 
fyftem that ever was propofed to the attention of mankind, | 
i am, for my own part, willing to give it up. If the reader | 
will allow me to exprefs my own feelings on this 5 qT] 
-muft beg leave to fay, that no fyftem, which is not Honour-_ 
_able to God, t the fame time that it aftords fuitable relief | 
to man, in his aed and miferable ftate, will afford me any 
_rational fatisfaétion. But from the clofeft examination of the — 
-Chriftian fcheme, for more than ts years, I do fincerely 
cle. that J think it, on every account, moft worthy of | 
all at and nothing endears it Ay to my own heart © 
than this one confideration, that it fecures the higheft honour 
to all the of Him who is it’s Author, | 
We fee, in the facred {cheme of Chriftianity, that a juft | 
breve determined to difplay his mercy and 
unbounded grace, would do it only in fuch a way as might — | 
eternally vindicate the honour of his law, demonftrate the 
-purity of his nature, and fet forth the inviolable faithfulnefs ee 
of his threatening word. | 
© We conceive that the Moft Hi oh iS infinitel: wilds and 
‘we fee his wifdom thine all his works. But no 
where have we) fo ftriking a difplay of it as in the economy a 
of our falvation. How wonderful was the contrivance which 
could harmonize in this vaft defign the feemingly oppofite | 
claims of mercy and of juttice ! Which could fatisfy, which _ 
could exalt, and magnify both ; caufing mercy and truth to 
_meet together, rizhteoufnefs and peace to embrace each other ! 
Had oeent been inflicted on the finer j in all it’s feve- 
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rity, the glory of mercy had been obfcured. And, on 
other hand, had the finner been pardoned without any penalty 
fuftained by himfelf or his fubftitute, jufticé had been fet 
afide, and, fpeaking after the mafner of men, one effential 
attribute of Deity would have triumphed over another. [t is 

well obferved: by a celebrated poet, that . yy 


«“ A God all mercy is a God unjuft.” 


But in the Chriftian fchemeé, mercy and juftice are equally 
glorified. He who is it’s Author, and whofe underftanding 
is infinite, hath, in the plan of our falvation by the death of 
his Son, abounded towards us in all wifdom and prudence. 

_ © The apoftle Paul tells us, that God fet forth his Son for 
a propitiation, through faith in his blood, with this exprefs 
defign, that he might declare his righteoufnefs—might de- 
monttrate that vindictive juftice, the eflential character and 
principal office of which is to punifh fin. ‘Thus a holy God 
fhews himfelf to be ftri€tly and inviolably righteous, in the’ 
adminiftration of his government, even. while’ he is the Jufti- 
fier of him that believeth in Jefus. 
In this method of difpenfing grace, he fecures the utmoft 
reverence to his divine law, he declares his infinite abhorrence 
of fin, he ftrikes the deepeft terror on every perfevering fin- 
ner, at the fame time that he lays a folid foundation for the — 
 higheft hopé in every penitent tranfgrefior. punifhment 
inflicted on condemned fouls in the infernal regions is not fo 
awful a monument of the juftice and holinefs. of God, as he 
hath given in the crucifixion of his beloved Son. For if the 
Lord fpared not him, when no fin was found in him, but 
only imputed to him, how much lefs will be fpare’ the ftub- 
born offender himfelf, who obftinately perfifts. in his rebel- 
lion? Nothing fo ftrikingly fets forth the horrid nature of 
fin, it’s execrable vilenefs and loathfomenefs in tke fight of 
God} nothing fpeaks fuch terror to thofe who continue to 
trample on the juft and holy laws of their Maker, did they 
but lay it to heart, as the fhameful, the bitter, thé accurfed 
death of the Prince of life, for our offences. > 
_ © The love, the grace, amd mercy of God; afe moft illuf- 
_ trioufly difplayed in the Chriftian fyftem. Pardon; life, and 
endlefs felicity granted to condemned criminals on any terms, 
tuft fet forth the riches of divine mercy. But when the 

Father grants thefe through the wounds, the: agonies, the 
death of his dear, his only begotten, his equal Son; he not 
only manifefts his love, but, as the apoftle fpeaks, commends © 
it. | He fhews it in fuch a Way as may juftly inflame us with — 

gratitude, 
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add tranfport our fouls with everlafting admiration, 
be dif plays it in it’s higheft. perfection and glory. 
& The bleffings of falvation, invaluable in themfelves, are 
wai unfpeakably enhanced by the manner in which they are con- _ 
44 ferred. God fo loved the world, loved it in fuch a way, and 
| Hy to fuch a degree as can only be ‘exprefled, only conceived by 
Bie tr himfelf ; he fo loved it, that he gave his only begotten Son 
ae to torments and death, even the death of the crofs, that | 
he - whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifh but have ever- | 
A haat Jafting life. Sin hath reigned unto death; but God’s free 
ay i ve and unbounded grace, in all her fulnefs, riches, and fplendor, 
reigns, like a glorious and fuperior fovercign, through righ- 
teoufnefs to eternal life. A thoufand worlds conferred on| 
etre us would have been as nothing, in comparifon with the grace | 
hed towt which is difplayed in the death of the Son of God for us. SF 
‘While I contemplate the divine charaéter as exhibited inthe 
Chriftian fyftem, I know not how to exprefs my fentiments 
better than 1 in the words of the port, | \ | 
«“ Should all the forms that men devife Bots 
Affault my faith with treach’rous art, 
‘T’d call them vanity and lies, 
And bind: ithe ert to heart.” 
Conpitation | Order of Gol el Church 
By F. Fawcett, A. M. 58 pages, 12mo. Wikis, 
Button, Knott, Martin. 
Valuable on a fubje& of brede import« 
eet 
| 4 
ae « life, and fallacy of human expectancy, occurred at Sutton 
Broughton Leicefterfhire, on Saturday laft. MifsA.Beal,. 
Abe - ® aged 20, whilft preparing tea for company, and in pleafant 
converfation with her fifter, fuddenly dropt down, and in- 
ftantly expired, without even a figh, or the-{malleft previous 
1) ima oe young and gay attend to this; and “ prepare to 
Hi}. meet their God,” by “ feeking the Lord,” now, “ while 
ey ee “ he may be found.” For “ now is the accepted time, Bex 


“ hold now is the day of falvation, 
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ALLERTON. 
Psalm 103 DF Watts. 


| | | 
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‘Obless the Lord, my Soul! Let all within me join; 


: A 
| 


| Andaidmytongueto bless his nan-e} 


‘ 


| 


ate bless the Lord. ay Soul! Nor Ast h his: mercies Tie 


a 


ia 


——- 


‘Tis he forgives thy sins, 

"Tis he. relieves thy pains 
he that heals thy sicknesses, 

And makes thee yorns again. 


4 
‘He crowns thy life with love, 


‘When ransom’a from the grave; 
He that redeem: my Souk from hell, 
Hath Sov reign powr r tc) Save. 


J 
ss,And without praisesdale: | 


Magazine 


FEBRUARY, 


BIOGRAPHY. 


MEMOIRS OF MRS, ELIZABETH BAKER. 
Mr. Baxter’s Works, vol. 4, 739- 


Extraéted from Biographical Collections, vol. 1, pe 
The Text of her Funeral Sermon was t Corjxv. 26. | : 


, Mrs. lizabeth Baker was born November, 1634, in 
Southwark, near London, the only child of Mr. ae Godef-. 
chalk, alias Godfcall. Her father, dying in her childhood, fhe 
was left an orphan to the chamber of London. Her mother 
after married Mr. Ifaac Barton, with whom fhe had the benefit 
of religious education. But between fixteen and feventeen 
years of age, by the ferious reading of the book called The 
Saints Everlafting Reft, fhe was more thoroughly awakened - 
and brought to fet her heart on God, and to feek falvation 
with her chiefeft care. From that time forward fhe was a 
more conftant, diligent, ferious hearer of the ableft minifters 
in London, rifing early, and going far to hear them on the 
week days, waiting on God for his confirming grace in the 
ufe of thefe ordinances, which empty unexperienced hypocrites — 
are eafily tempted to defpife: the fermons, which fhe con- 
pp: wrote, fhe diligently repeated at home, for the benefit 
of others; and every week read over fome of thofe that fhe 
had heard long before, that the fruit of them might be retained 
‘and renewed, it being not novelty that fhe minded. | 
__In the year 1654, eind sie one and twenty years of age, 
after feeking God, and waiting for his refolving, fatisfying 
directions, fhe confented to be joined in marriage to Mr. 
Jofeph Baker, by the approbation of her neareft friends, God 
having taken away her i the year before. With him 
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fhe herfelf fach a wife as Paul (no Papitt) defvibeth, 
as mect for a bifhop or. paftor of the church, 1 Tim. iii. a1. 
_ Even fo muft their wives be grave, not flanderers, fober, 
faithful in all things.” Some I fhall give you 
for the imitation of others. _ | ] 
She was very exemplary in denial ahd humility : 
and having faid thus much, what abundance have | compre- __ 
hhended! O whata beauty doth felf. denial and humility put 
on fouls! nay, what a treafure of everlafting confequence do | 
thefe two words exprefs! thall Bive, you a few of dif-||| / 
coveries. | 
1. It appeared i in her accompariying i in with the 


_ holieft, how mean foever, avoiding thofe that were proud, and 


vain, and‘tarnal: fhe defired moft to be acquainted with — 
thofe that fhe perceived were beft acquaitited with God, neg~ i: | 
the ‘pomp and vain glory of the world. 
. When. fhe was called to a marriage ftate, though het. & 
baltied and ‘other advantages. invited perfons of greater eftates 
an the world, fhe chofe rather to marry a minifter of known. 
integrity, that might be a near and conftant guide, and ftay, 
and comfort to ‘her, in the matters which the valued more> 
than riches, and the miffed not of. her expedtations for the 


few years that fhe lived with him. Even in this age, when 


they aife contemned by profane and heretical malignants, fhe 


the ferpent i is hiffing in every corner at faithful minitters, and» 


and folace, before the grandeur of the world. i 
_g. When fome inhabitants of the city of Worcefter were 
earneft with me to help them to an able minifter, Mr. Bakers _ 
thén living in Kent, had about an hundred pounds om annum; — 
and when at my motion he was readily willing totake a great 
charge in Worcefter, upon promife from two men to make > 
the maintenance fifty pounds a year by a voluntaty gontribu= 
tion, of the continuance of which he had no fecurity, his 
wift was a promoter, and no difcourager of his felf-denial, 

and never tempted him to look after greater things. And 
_ afterward, when I was afraid left the {mallnefs and uncer-. 
tainty of the means, together with his difcouragement from 
fome of his people, might have occafioned his move, and. 
_ have heard of richer places mentioned to hig, as he Rill 
anfwered he had enough, and minded not temoving 
neceflity : fo was fhe ever of the fame mind; and ftill feconded 
and confirmed him in fuch refolutions, even to follow God's 


-work while they hada of thei ang to mind 
no more, 4 Her 


preferred a mean life vith fuch an one, for her au fafety 
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4 Her very {fpeech and pehaviour did fo manifeft meeknefs 
| and humility, that in a little converfe with her it might eafily 
_ g. She thought nothing to0 mean for her that belo edto 
her in her{ family ‘and relation, no employment, food, &c. 
- faying often, that what God had made her duty .was not 
too low a work for her.”? And, indeed, when we know 
once that it is a work that God fets us upan, it fignifies much 
forgetfulnefs of him and ourfelves, if we think it too bafe, or 
think toa good to ftoop to It. 
6. Noneighbour did feem too mean or poor for her famie 
converte, if they were but willing. 
7, She had a true efteem| and cheerful love for the neareft 
of her hufband’s relations, and much rejoiced in her comfort. — 
in his kindred, recording it ga her experienced mercies, 
TI. She was very conftant and diligent in doing her part — 
of family duties : teaching all the inferiors of her family, and — 
labouring to feafon them with principles of holinefs, and ad- 
monifhing them of their fin and danger: never failing, on 
- the Lord’s-day at night to hear them read the fcriptures, and 
-gecite their catechifms, when public duty, and all other family 
_ duty was ended; and, in her hufband’s abience, praying 
with them. How much the imitation of fuch examples 
would conduce to the fanctifying of families; is eafy to be 
TL ‘ fecret duty fhe was very conftant, and lived much 


in thofe two great foul-advancing works, meditation and — 
prayer; in which fhe would not admit of interruptions, 
This inward holy diligence was it that maintained life 
within, which is the fpring of outward acceptable works, 2 
When communion with God, and daily labour upon qurown ~~ 
hearts, are laid afide, or negligently or remifsly followed, 
grace languifheth firft within, and then unfruitfulnefs, if not 
diforders and {candals, appear without.* | 
. IV. Her love to the Lord Jefus was evidenced by her 
_—s great ‘affection for his ordinances, and ways and fervants: a 
; very hearty love fhe manifefted to thofe an wham the image — 
of God did appeay, even the pooreft and meaneft, as well as 
the rich or eminent in the world: nor did a difference in 
rs, or any tolerable mittakes, alienate her affections 


- I cannot but refer the reader to Dr, Doddridge’s Rife and 
Progrefs of Religion in the 
Spiritual 


Soul, chap. xxii, The Cafe of 
G3 Ske 
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- -minifter of Chrift, by the flightnefs and unprofitable 


and practice. Her -courfe was, when fhe rea 


we 


She was a Chriftian of much plainnefs, fimplicity, 
-. and finglenefs of heart: far from a fubtle, crafty, diflembling 
frame, and alfo from loquacity and oftentation. And the 
world was very low in her eyes, to which fhe was long cru- 
cified, and on which fhe looked as a lifelefs thing : fenikality 
and pampering the flefh fhe much loathed: when fhe was 
invited to feafts fhe would often complain that they occafioned 
a difficulty in maintaining a fenfe of \the prefence of God, 
which in all her company fhe preferred.) 

- VI. She was avery careful efteemer and redeemer of her 


time. At home in her family the works of her general and | 


particular calling took her up. When neceffary bufinefs, and 
‘greater duties gave way, fhe was feldom without a book in 
her hand, or fome edifying difcourfe in her mouth, if there 
_ ‘were opportunity, And abroad fhe was very weary of bar- 
ren company, that {pend the time in common chat, 1 dry 
VII. She ufed good company practically and profitably, 
making ufe of what fhe heard for her own fpiritual advantage. 
‘When I underftood out of her diary that fhe wrote down — 
fome of my familiar difcourfes, with ferious application to — 
herfelf, it {truck exceeding deep to my heart, how muchI © 

have finned all my days, Rince I undertook the Pile of a. 

efs of | 

my difcourfe; and how exceeding careful minifters fhould be | 
of their words, and how deliberately, wifely, and ferioufly _ 
they fhould {peak about the things of God, and how dili- 
gently they fhould take all fit opportunities to that end when a 
- ‘we know ‘not how filent hearers are affected with. what we 
fay: for aught we know there may be fome that will write | 
_ down what we fay in their books, or hearts, or both: and 
God and confcience write down all, 

- VIII. In her courfe of reading fhe was ftill laying in for 


tures, to gather out paflages, and fort and refer them 
feveral ufes, as fome that were fit fubjects for her medita- 
tions; fome for encouragement to prayer, and other duties: — 
promifes fuitey to various conditions wants, as 


And for other books, fhe would meddle with none 


| but the 
found and practical, and had no shy, the empty books, 


-which make oftentation of novelty, and which opinionifts — 


4 


_ are now fo taken with; nor did fhe like writing or preaching 


in envy and ftrife. And of good books fhe chofe to read | 
but few, and thofe very often over, that all might be well __ 
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divefted, Which is a courfe (for private Chriftians) that — 
tends to avoid luxuriancy, and make fincere, and folid, and 
1X. She had the great bleffing of-a tender confcience. 
She did not flightly pafs over {mall fins without penitent 
obfervation. Her diary records her trouble when caufelefsly 
fhe had neglected any ordinance; or was hindered by rain, 
or fmall occafions: or if fhe had overflept herfelf, and loft a 
morning exercife in London, or came too late, or if fhe were 
diftracted in a fecret duty : Hers if fhe miffed of a faft through © 
mifinformation and difappointments, and found not her heart _ 
duly fenfible of the lofs, that alfo fhe recorded, So did fhe — 
aa her ftirrings of anger, and her very angry looks, refolving to 
take more heed againft them. Thoughall ought not to {pend 
fo much time in writing down their failings, yet all fhould 


X. She was very folicitous for the fouls of her friends = 

as for inftance, her brothers-in-law, over whom fhe exercifed — 
a motherly care, inftructing them, watching over them, and 
tclling them of mifcarriages, and counfelling them: caufing 
them to keep a conftant courfe of reading the fcriptures, and 

meditating on it (as far as fhe could): caufing them to learn 

_ many chapters without book, and to read other good boeks 
in feafon; earneftly praying for them in particular: much 
defiring one or both fhould be a minifter: and when her 

_ father-in-law appointed the eldeft to go to France, fhe was 

_ much troubled for fear of his mifcarriage among ftrangers; 
elpecially thofe of the Romifh way. 

XI. She was a ferious mourner for the fins of the time 

and place fhe lived in. | 

XII. In fum, for ftrict, clofe, watchful, holy walking 

_ with God; even her hufband profeffeth fhe was a pattern to 

hi As I hinted before, fhe kept a daily account in writing — 

the beginning of he year 1654), efpecially of theft J 

_ 1. Of the frame of her heart in every day’s duty; in 
Meditation, prayer, hearing, reading, &c. whether lively or . 

dull,! &c. ab 


and watch againft. 


3. OF her it and promifes, and how fhe kept 


them, 
4. Of all foecial providences to herfelf, hufband, brothers © 
and others, and the improvements of,them. As at the death 
ef her fon, who died with great fighs and groans, fhe re- 
| corded 


| 
| 

| 
| 

2. Of. thofe fins which fhe had to of, 
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i corded her of the f{pecial cif aly armour, and 
great preparation that encounter, when her turn fhould 


come to be removed to the everlafting habitation. 


them fhe found 
: 6. Of the ftate 


. Of the of prayer, what and grant of 


of her foul upon examination, how the 


found it, and what was the iffue of each examination ; and in 
| this it. feems fhe was very exact and punétual. Io which, 

though fears and doubtings did rife, yet hath fhe fre. 
| quent recor 


s of the difcovery of evidences and comfortable 
affurance of fincerity. Sometimes when fhe had heard fer- 


mons in London, that helped her in her fearch, and fometimes 


when fhe had been reading writings that tended that way, fhe 


1 rded what evidences fhe found, and in what degree the 


difcovery was: if imperfeét, refolying to take it up, and 


follow the fearch further: and if fhe had much j joy, fhe re- 


ceived it with jealoufy, and expeétation of fome humbling 


| 


« which I read Mr. 


by all. 


confequent. When any grace languifhed, fhe prefently 
turned to fome apt remedy: as for inftance, it is one of her 
notes, November 16538, “ I found thoughts of eternity flight 


“ and ftrange, and ordinary employments very defirable: at 
Baxter’s Crucifixion,* nd was 


“ to mortification and humiliation.” 
The laft time that fhe had opportunity fo this work was 


‘two or three days before her delivery in child-bearing, when 

the finally recorded the apprehenfions fhe had both of her 
bodily and fpiritual ftate in thefe words: “* Drawing near the 
“time of my delivery, 1 am fallen into fuch weaknefs that 
_ © my life is in hazard. I find'fome fears of death, but not 
very great, hoping (through grace) | die in the Lord.” 


I only mention thefe hints to fhew the method fhe ufed in 


her daily accounts. ‘To thofe Chriftians that have leifure, this 
-courle is good; but I urge it not upon all. Thofe that have 


fo great dities to take up their time, that they cannot fpare 


fo much to record thefe ordinary paflages, fuch muft remem-_ 
ber what others record, and daily renew their repentance for 
_ their daily failings, and record only the extraordinary, obferv- 
_ able, and more remarkable and memorable paflages of their 


dives, left. they lofé time from works of’ greater moment ; 
but this excellent york of watchfulnefs muft be | 


And I it it was a expre ffion of her 
wifdom and care of her immortal foul, that when any extra- 


Crucifying the World by the Crofs of Chrift. axter!s 
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able experienced minifter to open her cafe, and feek affiftance 

as fhe did more than once to my dear and ancient friend, 
Mr. Crofs, who in full age is fince gone after her to Chrift) 
and therefore chofe a minifter in marriage, that he might be 


tinual help. 2 


aa ready affiftant in fuch a neceflity, as well as a cons 


At laft came that death to ummon het foul away to Chrift, 


for which the had fo ferioufly been preparing, and which the 


often called “ a dark entry to her Father’s palace.” After 
the death of’her children, when fhe feemed to be fomewhat 
repaired after her laft delivery, a violent convulfion fuddenly 


_furprized her, which ina few days brought her to her end. Her 
-underftanding by the fits being at laft debilitated, fhe, ea 


it fomewhat hard to fpeak fenfibly, excufed it, and faid, “ 


fhall ere long {peak another language,’”’ which were the laft 


words fhe f{pake with a tongue of flefh, and lying fpeechlefs 
eighteen hours after, fhe departed, Auguft 17, 1659.— 
ee ogy are the dead that die in the Lord, from henceforth ; 


“ yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reft from their labours ; 


“ and their works do follow them.” Rev. xiv. 13, 


HISTORY. 


ACCOUNT OF THE REV. MR. SAMUEL EWER, 
PASTOR OF A BAPTIST CHURCH AT HEMP=. 


STEAD, IN HERTFORDSHIRE, 


From his Funeral Sermon, preached by Mr. Fohn Piggot. 


Text, Ecclef. ix. 5.-+Piggot’s Sermons, p. 416. 


He was juitly efteemed by all men of probity and good 


fenfe, who had the advantage of his acquaintance: for if one 


was very defirable. 
He has diftinguifhed hi 


confider the Rev. Mr. in in any relation while living, he- 


ufelf for feveral years as an exem- 


plary Chriftian, whofe piety towards God, and affability to- 
wards men, have recommend : 


bation of all; being an ¢xample to the believers in word, 
| 
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neceffity required it, and fhe found fuch doubts, as 
fhe was not able to deal with, fhe would go to fome | 


ed him to the efteem, and appro- 
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converfation, i in Charity, in in faith, in purity. He 
4wasa Nathaniel, an Ifraeli ite indeed, one who could not ftoop 
- | to the little arts and difguifes by which fome Pere make 
their way in the world. 
icy |,  HMebada prudent and regular zeal for the plory of God, lh 
the of fouls. He ever expreffed a jutt indie | 
“fhation againft fin, and preffed after the higheft degrees of 
holinefs. He kept clear from the extremes of fuperftition 
and enthufiafm, that fubftantial religion did confift 
jn a conformity to the moral perfections of the Godhead. 
- His moderation was remarkable, and extenfive: he followed 
the things which made for peace, and diffufed the grateful 
odours of charity wherever he came. He was patient and) 
fubmiffive under the various trials and afflictions, to which he Wie 
was expofed through the courfe of his life. A 
And if we confider him in his public character, as a divide, 

he was well qualified with ufeful learning and minifterial 
= A man vigilant, fober, and of good behaviour; 
ap “ given to hofpitality, apt to teach; not given to wine, no if 
“ ftriker, not greedy of filthy lucre, but patient; nota = jij 
brawler, not covetous one that ruled well his own houfe, 

having his children in fibjection with all gravity.’ And 

this minifter of Chrift had a peculiar aptnefs to teach, fo 

he was unwearied in his Mafter’s work; having the glory 

*of God, and the intereft of fouls, conftantly at heart. The 

‘zeal of God's houfe had_ eaten him up; he was continually 

feeking of you, and not yours: “ He coveted no man’s gold 

“ or filver;” he was the, fartheit in the world from a little, 
mercenary fpirit: it was not the. profpect of outward gain, 

but the love of fouls, that engaged him in the minifterial 

-,. work. He did forego that which he might have demanded, 

J mean a maintenance for himfelf and famil ly: for n@ man is 

| obliged to go a warfare upon his own charge; and the 
Apoftle fays, that “ Chrift hath ordained that he that preaches 
« ji gofpel fhall live of it.” Yet you are witnefles for 
 -your deceafed paftor, that the always generoufly gave you his , 

'  Jabours 5 and yet that did not caufe him to take the lefs pains 

_ -in the promoting of your falvation. But he ftudied dili- 

gently to thew himfelf approved, a workman who needed 

Not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth; and 
conftantly in the courfe of his miniftry (as I am informed 

by thofe who attended it) he did infift upon the great and 

- fubftantial truths contained in the Chriftian Revelation. _ 

If the fermons of your deceafed paftor had not all te 


this. 
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| 
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this peculiar advantage, to be full of folid divinity ; which, I 
think, is a much better charaéter for a pulpit difcourfe, than 
to fay, that.it is full of pompous eloquence and flights of 
wit. The praife of this ufeful minifter isin all the churches, 
where the knowledge of him hhas reached. Here indeed he 
lived, here he conftantly preached ; and, I believe, you will 
vallown, that his life was an) excellent fermon : for in that 
you might fee the praéticablenefs and ufefulnefs of relative 
duties. In him you might behold the manly tendernefs of a — 
loving hufband, the melting compaffions of a kind father, the 
generous freedom of a true friend, and the admirable qualifi- — 
cations of a faithful paftor. How did he exhort and reprove, 

" and rebuke with all long-fuffering and doétrine, meekly 
thofe who oppofed themfelves! Did he not warn 
every man, night and day, befeeching them with tears 
Thus did he fulfil his miniftry, having obtained mercy of 
- the Lord to be faithful; always defiring that Chrift might 
be magnified in his body, whether in life or death. For‘*he . 
_* © accounted not his life dear to himfelf, fo that he might 
_  finith his courfe with joy, and the miniftry which he had 
‘* received of the Lord Jefus Chrift, to teftify the gofpel of 
As to his particular behaviour during his laft ficknefs, I am 
told by thofe who were nigh him, that he did not pafs the 
_ time of his illnefs without fome violent affaults from Satan: - 
but it pleafed the Lord to afford him fpeedy relief, and to make 
_him more than a conqueror, when he confidered his intereft 
in the everlafting covenant, which is ordered in all things, 

_ ‘and fure. He had not only good hope through grace, but 

before he left this world he expreffed his fatisfaGion and joy, 
That all his fins were pardoned, and that that God whom he 

_ ferved in the gofpel, would never leave him nor forfake 

His indifpofition was but fhort: he was well and dead 
within the compafs of feven days. He did not apprehend — 
. that he fhould die of his illnefs till about two days before his 
, death. His pain was fo great, that he cared to difcourfe but 
when he drew near his end, he was fometimes 


_ delirious, Yet when he had the leaft interval, he expreffed 
_ a very deep concern for the church under his care, which he ~ 
had fed and governed agreeably to the divine word. But he 

- has done fowing in the church militant, and is gone to reap the 

fruits of his labours in the church triumphant. He is entered 

mo that reft which remains for the people of God: he is 

fallen 
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fallen i in Jefus, having “¢ fought | the good ght, and 
finifhed his courfe, and kept the faith.” clofed | -§ 
his eyes, and fealed up his lips, til] the firtt refurrection, | fi 
You are to have no more admonitions nor exhortations i] ay 
from him.” May you that once rejoiced in his light, and 
were comforted and edified under his miniftry, remember the _ 
-wholefome truths he taught, and the excellent duties he re- }/) 
commended to your that he not be afwitt 
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AN ACCOUNT OF MR. THORAS ORANTH 
| | 


MR. Thomas |. was univerfally 
tobe aman. of eminent godlinefs, ‘<a good minifter of 
Jefus Chrift ;” and, confidering his educatioi and few 
advantages, a man of refpeétable abilities, and acquifitions 
in literature. We do not know that a complete account of 
his life has ever been made public. If fuch a performance — 
be extant, any of our correfpondents would oblige | us, by 
informing us how it is to be rage | We are perfuaded | 
that it would gratify our readers, and be a valuable part of | 
Baptift Hiftory. Inthe mean time, we prefume upon 
the candour of the public, in collecting a few imperfect hints 
from Mr. Crofby’s Hiftory of the Englith Baptifts. . | 
-He'was born 1634, and began to feek the Lord 
very early, and publicly made a profeffion of his faith, by 
being baptized, and joining himfelf to the baptized church, 
«gathered at Bofton in Lincolnfhire, about the nineteenth year 
. of hisage. He, waiting in the church of God, foon obtained 
favour of the Lord, to know his will, and alfo abilities to 
make the fame known unto others. Jn the profecution of 
this work, he had the honour to be made a fufferer for the | 
fake of Chritt and his caufe, for he foon became the object 

of Satan’s hate; and, as a confequence thereof, was thrown I} 
into Lincoln gaol, where. he well employed his time, and 
‘wrote the firft tra&t, which bears the title of The Prifoner 

igainft the Prelate, Ke. _ This. book contains the reafons of |i} 
feparation. from the church of England as by law eftablifhed, © 
as maintained by the baptized chchichies. The argument is 


| 


* Crofby, vol, iis p. 75. 
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clofe and nervous, though writ in verfe, and contains about 
; ‘The Confeffion of Faith, in the Appendix, Vol. IT. 
No. 4, was by him delivered into King Charles the Second’s 
own hands. Itwas written in a time of great danger, and the. 
defigned brevity made way fot too much ambiguity, infomuch 
that the fame much affeéted Mr. Grantham, which was the | 
caufe of his {peaking more fully on this fubject in his Pri- 
foner againft the Prelate, and fubjoining the: teftimony of 
antiquity, forthe better underftanding of each article in his 
_Chriftianifmus Primitivus, lib. 2, chap. 5, and more parti- 
cularly in his Sigh for Peace, p. 104, &c. | | 
© There is extant, a manufcript of Mr. Gragtham' s inti- A\ 
tled, Chriftianitas Reftaurata, or Chriftianity Reftored ; by 
which it. appears, that about the year 1644, there arofe a 
reformed Chriftian church, in the fouth marfh: parts of Lin- 
q colnthire, which endured great perfecution’ in their names 
and fubftance, by unjuft flanders and confifcations ; becaufe, 
in their adminiftration of baptifm, they rejeted the crofs, 
and the fponfors, though, at/the fame time, they retained’the 
mode of fprinkling. But being a pious and holy'people, and’ 
zealous in the fervice of God, when further light appeared 
to them, they gladly adhered to it, and very readily fet for- 
ward a reformation.’ But further reformations | occafioned | 
fume difagreements, that, in| the end, iffued in fuch difunion, 
e were but four perfons who 


that inthe year 1651, the 
refolved to keep clofe to the feripture rule, refpe¢ting baptifm 
~Thefe (with 


‘ 


by immerfion, upon the profeffion of faith. ~T 
the affittance of Mr. Grantham, who procured} for them 
-minifters to preach to them publicly, whilft himfelf: exercifed 
his own gifts among them privately; ) by the bleffing of God, 
foon increafed, in number ; ; ahd, in the year 1656, chofe Mr. 
Gantham to be their paftor, t tte he was then but twenty- 
two years of age. Being thus fettled in a church tate, they, 
like a very fruitful vineyard, jgrew and increafed very much, 
and fent forth feveral ‘minifters to preach the gofpel ; who, 
though they were refpected by fome, vet others tufed them 
very uncivilly, and in particular the clergy, who, by war- 
a rants, brought Mr. Grantham and feveral others before the 
magiftrates ; but having nothing to fupport their accufations 
aus again them, but forged ftoriés and lies, the wifdom of the 
‘magittrates foun perceived their innoc oney, and the malice of 
_ their perfecutors, and therefore fet them all at liberty. And. 
they went on cheerfully, and word, 
not 
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and ftone them; all which they bore with patience, and 
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at Halton, but alfo in. many other 


they met with much rude treatment from the mobs, who 
would fometimes, in a very uacivil manner, interrupt them 
in their difcourfes, and fometimes drag them out of doors 


treated their rude adverfaries with modefty and meeknefs. 


At length they obtained a grant of Northolm chapel, where 


they. remained fome years preaching Chrift, and bearing up 


his caufe, through the frowns, {coffs, and jeers. of their 
‘enemies, and had many feals to their miniftry ; in the num- 


ber ef which was Mr. John Watts, a perfon very eminent, 


i of honeft repute, and of good note in thofe parts: he was 


bred up at the hivertiey: and becaufe he could not clofe 


_* with the cuftoms and ceremonies thereof, he obtained no 
 -dignity or preferment in the church ; but in*time became 
_ the paftor of a baptized church, which met together in his 
own houfe. 


After the. reftoration, plots were in 


to enfnare and arraign them, but without effe&. And Mr. | 
_ Radley, who was a mortal enemy to ghe Baptifts, by virtue 
of the Bartholomew act, went with an armed force to their 
. meeting, with defign to take them up ; but the foldiers be-. 


holding their innocent deportment, the fury of them was 
turned afide, and they went away difmnayed, to the great 


mortification of their leader. This Radley, though a pen- 
tieman, when he had done all he could againft the Baptifts, 


grew very poor, became a bankrupt, and died of the plague 
at Landon. His wife was expofed to great me. and his 
children thrown upon the town to be maintained. Some of 
them were relieved by thofe very Baptifts whom their father 


had perfecuted. And, indeed, moft of thofe who were 


forward in oppofing this church, were, by the providence of 
God, ftrangely cut off, the effea of which was, that feveral, 
who would not be otherwife convinced, when they faw this, 
gave glory to God, and were baptized. Midi 


To be continued ) 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


Subflance of a SE RMON, delivered at Quorndon, near 


Louchboraugh, in Leice erfoire, 22, 1797, on Occafion 
of. Death Mr. THOMAS TRUEMAN, 
| General Baptift Minifier of that Place, who was killed by a 
Horfe, on the Evening of the 10th of Odiober, 1797; on his 
Return from Loughborough, \subere he had been to deliver 
Evening Legture. 


My dear and much efteerned Chriftian Frien 


ds, being 


come together on this moft affeCting and folemn occafion, it 


behoves us to make th’bett improvement we can of our time ; 
and to apply our heatés to true wifdom without delay. Déath, 
the death of a man,-the death of a minifter, and the fudden, 
the untimely death of fuch a man, of fuch a minifter, is a 
loud'and awful call upon us all, to prepare to meet our God. 
Here, we mutt know, we have no continuing city :| then how 
diligently, how fpeedily, ought we to feek one to come! 
_ That we may be enabled to improve this diftreffing pro- 
vidence to the beft advantage, I entreat your attention to the 
following words in Jer. xi. 7.. * Obey my voice.” _ 

This is the great command of God! this is the continual 
dutv of man! Let God fpeak when, or what, or how He 
will, it is incumbent on us to ‘* obey his voice.” | Sacrifices 
and offerings will not releafe us from this. Obedience is 
better than facrifice, and ‘* to hearken than the fat of rams.” 
t Sam. xv..22. ‘The gofpel, the bleffed and glorious gofpel - 
of Chrift, will not releafe us from this; but eftablithes the — 
precept more firmly, and impreffes the importance of it more 
deeply on the believing heart. The fheep’ of Chrift are 
diftinguifhed by this very mark. They hear ** his voice, | 
and follow him.” John x.'27.—When you return home, 
pleafe to compare Ex. xix. Jer. vii. 21—29, and Jer. 
xl. r—11. and you will fee fomething of the importance of 


obeying the voice of God. But, God doth not always {peak 


with man’s voice, or exprefs himfelf in human fpeech. He 
often {peaks by events, figns, and judgments. Thus he {pake 
to Pharaoh: fee Ex. iv. 8. ix. 28. Intreat the Lord,” 


 fays he, ** that there be no more mighty thunderings and 


bail, or voices of God.” For further illuftration, fee 
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- charaéter, as a good man, For though I have known him 


word. 
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Numb. xvi 28-136. Rom. i. 20—26. Heb. i. 1. i 4. 
_ May I not fay, alluding to Heb. i. 1. God, who at fundry 


times, and in divers manners, fpake unto the fathers by the 


prophets, hath in thefe laft days, fpoken to you, by———Mr. 
Trueman! By Mr. Trueman’s living? By N 
man’s preaching ? By Mr. Trueman’s “death *—-Excufe 

me if I prefume to fpeak on his death as an efpecial voice of 
God to you. Methinks you anticipate the fubject, and 
- fay—“ Ah! we feel this voice as well as hear it! peal of 


© the loudeft thunder would not be fo affecting, fo alarming, . 
this awful voice of God.” 


J will endeavour tofhew, 

I. To whon, in particular, this is a voice of God: and 
it fays to them. | 

II. Urge obedience to it by. fie motives. 


Before | proceed, ¥ beg leave to read a few ay from | 


a letter written by an intimate acquaintance of our deceafed 
brother, which will juftify me in alluding 2o him as a worthy 


many years, yet [ have not had the happinefs to be intimately 
The letter.—* I think Trueman’s character as a 
Chriftian was unimpeachable. I knew not his equal. ||. 
As an hufband, perhaps without his equal, it being 
believed that he never gave either of his” Wives an angry 


“Asa parent, mott tender and affetionate.,. ve 
a’ fchool-mafter, exccedingly attentive and fuc- 
cefsful. 
‘Asa of fociety, | think univerfally approved, 
Asa minifter, faithful; very clofe in his exhortations ; very 
firm to what he believed to be TRutTH; and very improving 
indeed: and his real worth gained roe? on the affections 
of the people.” 
The death, the fudden, the fhocking death of fach a man, 


what is it which is folemn and awful that it doth not 
fay? 


‘4k. {To whom, i in particular this is a voice ; and what it 
faysto them. 


We obierve, our late bhocher fufained fevrdtall important 


offices : in all of thofe offices he aéted in fuch a manner as to 


ain an uncominon degree of credit and reputation. In all | 


thofe offices, and to sit thofe who have been concerned with 


him therein, he, being dead, yet fpeaketh. He fpeaketh as an 


_Hufband, asa Father, a as a and as a Minitter. 


i? As 


True- 
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— fociety below, to the glorious 
above, where pleafures flow f 


prepared 
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i. As an Hufband—to his dear partner in her moft affect- 


ing fituation. The point is too tender now to dwell upon.— 


Adhere to and depend on a Hufband who never dies—a 
Hufband who is able to make thee for ever happy—a Hufband 
who will fupport thee in life, in death, and be thy J joy and 


glory in an eternal world, where death will. never come to 
break the bands of firicere friendfhip; where we fhall meet 


again, and enjoy all the fweets of heavenly fociety 1 ie perfec- 
tion, through ri ages, 


This event fpeaks to all wives with a voice almoit irrefifti- 


ble: and |what does it fay to them? Fulhl your marriage | 


engagements—ptize a a privilege which you would be. loath 


to part with. Yet be prepared to give it up, if God thall 
cail for it, Acti att a manner, as in cafe of fudden death 
you may have no painful refle€tions, no pangs of confcience, 
to add to your forrows. Be|not fatished with an earthly 
hufband ; but feek an intereft in the Saviour of men, and reift 
not till you can rejoice in the |privilege, that “ your Maker — 
“is your hufband, the Lord of Hofts ishis name.” Believe — 
and aétas wives, as Chriftians $ in fuch a manner, that death, 
whether fudden, or in any or way, may be your friend, 
n your enemy ; enrich you, -rather than rob 
remove you Si imperfect, though affectionate _ 
nd joyful fociety in the| realms 
evermore. 
Hufbands, this is a voice to} you! Let your affairs be in 


-fuch order at home, that death may not throw thei into a 


itate of confufion. ‘T’o enlarge on this would be too much, 
for obvious reafons. But how important is it for you to be | 
r death! Who could have thought that Brother 

‘Trueman was to fee his wife ho more, when he fet out from 
home that afternoon? We know not what a day, what an 
hour may) bring “forth : therefore we learn the importance 
of being always ready. Is it not fometimes, and too often, 
the cafe, that hufbands and wives live in fuch a manner, 
that if death, fudden death, fhould come, the ftroke would be 


‘molt awful? This is a particular call to fuch, to put their 


heart, to put their houfe, te put their affairs, both temporal 
and fpiritual, in order; for “at fuch an hour as ye think 
“ not the Son of Man cometh.” 


2. He, as a father, is a voice of God to parents - and to” 
children. 


1. Fathers, attend to your offspring. Attend to. tote! 
bodies, Provide, according to your ability, all things proper 


tor their good. But means ae to their fouls. It 
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may be too late ion. Mr. Trueman is Abad. You may Lidia 


foon. Your children may die foon. Then all opportunity 
is gone! How many parents live in the neglect of thofe 
duties which are incumbent on them; ; and particularly with 
refpect to training up their children in the way they fhould 
; and how awful the thought, that we fhould be inftru- 
mental i in bringing them into the world, and yet take fo little 
‘pains in teaching them how to go through the world honour- 


ably, andtoleaveit happily. Ufe your endeavours, foon, 


that they may be wife, virtuous, and happy. 


2. Children, prize your parents as your greateft bleffings, 
under God. -“ Children, obey your parents,” is the com- — 


-mandment of your eternal Creator. Mr. T. is taken from 
his children: your parents may as foon and as fuddenly be 
taken from yous Honour and obcy them in fuch a manner 
that if they fhould die they may take a good account of you 
to the great Parent of the world. Remember the authority 
which God has given them over you: remember what they 
have done for you, and your dependance on them: remember 
you muft die, and go to judgment; and you do not know how 
foon. Therefore obferve with diligence your parents’ counfel 
and conduét, while you enjoy fo great a privilege, that 
you may be prepared for future life, or sie ‘ona a world to 
come. 

3. Mafters, to you I would juft drop a hint. | Here you 
have a double lefion, idive—Ldead. Endeavour t to fill your 
place with propriety ; for your place is a very important one, 
efpecially you who are teachers of the young. You have an 
opportunity to inftil the principles of carly piety into their 


minds. Mr. Trueman’s death to you fays,, diligent : if 
can teach my pupils no more.” Their parents honour you — 
with the higheit re they look to you with the greateft — 
‘anxiety. The profperity and happinefs ot the rifing race | 


greatly depend on your ability, faithfulneis, and 
long you may be in the office you tell. rue~ 
man is gone ! | 
Scholars and fervants, this is alfo a voice to you. | | “Think 


on the value of inftruction, and attend to your teachers: you — 


may foon lofe them, Your faithful, affectionate tutor is 
gone. Remember the counfel and advibe he has. given you. 
Put in practice the rules he has taught you; and think of 


the {troke of death which has taken him from you 5 and think, 
you alfo muft dic, and it may be ot Make it therefore 


your great concern ta die the death of t 
it be carly | or late. 
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4. Minifters, this voice fays to us, “ Take heed to your- | 
«“ felyes.’ What we do we muft do quickly. But dittle 
time for much work. ‘Trueman is gone! Souls are pre- 
cious ; and fhould any be Joft through our inattention, how 
awful the confideration! I juft add, Take heed, ay 
1. To your individual improvement. 
2. To your do¢trine and manner of teaching. oy 
3. To be lights in the world, and examples toothers, 
If Trueman had not begun in the moming, he had loft 
the day, for he died before the noon or meridian of life. 
What a call, a loud call for diligence! 
g. This is an awakening voice to this church: and it is — 
the more to be regarded, becaufe it is not the farft, nor the 
firft of nearly the fame kind. You have had a Donifthorpe, 
but he is gone: a Grimley, but he is gone: a Trueman, and 
he is gone. How many have you left? One!—Does not — 
this voice fay, “ Make much of him? ‘Take care of him 2? 
Love him for his work’s fakef 
2dly. To this church. Exert yourfelves to forward 
others. How important are fuch men! How long may 
you wait for a fecond Trueman! Pray, and pay too for a 
- fucceffion of fuch characters. You cannot make diamonds; 
but you may take methods to polifh them. You cannot — 
make am dors; but you may caude them to be inftru&ted 
in your language. You cannot make gofpel preachers; but = ff 
_ you may caufe them to be taught the way of the Lord more , 
perfectly. “This feems to me a loud call of God on you to | 
do fo ; and fee, my friends, thag you do not reject it. 
| 


3dly. Confole the widow, in her diftrefs and affliction, and 
‘pay attention to ai comfort of his babes. “ Loveft thou 
me???” fays Jefus to Peter— Feed my fheep, feed my 
lamnbs.”? So, methinks, Mr. T. fays to you, You cannog 
/ - & help me: I am got beyond the reach of want; beyond the 
“reach of your affiftance. But exercife a watchful, atender 
- concern towards my babes, and the wife of my bofom.” 
| He devoted much of his time and ability for your good, and 
a): died in your fervice, Surely I need not urge you by argu. 
ments, to remember his family. 
4thly. This voice bids us all watch, and be faithful: the | 

Lord is at hand. Improve your talents: the Mafter is com- ° 
ing. Let us not fleep, asdo others; but let us watch and be 
: fober. ‘I’o put on the whole armour of God, that we may 
| be able to ftand againft the wiles of the Devil. Blefled are — 
_ thofe fervants, whom the Lerd, when he ctmeth, fall find 
fhall find watching ! Pegs 
per gtht 
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T his voice fhews the necefiity, and methinks the 
reality, of a future ftate. Here, the favourites of Heaven 
are often poor and defpifed, and the ungodly {wim in riches 


and worldly honours. Here a Herod may take off a Baptift’s 


head, or a drunken libertine ride over a Trueman and*dafh. 


outhis brains. Buta future ftate will rectify all this. Eter- 
nal joys and eternal torments will fafficiehtly bplance all thefe 


‘§jnequalities, and feeming inconfiftencies. 


6thly. This isa loud voice to > oa dnd to all fuch 
who drink to intoxication, overftay their time, and gallop home 


inthe dark, To which I might add a long etcetera. The 


perfon who was the caufe of all this long tragedy of com- 
plicated evils, I fuppofe, little thought, when he ‘mounted his 


horfe, and urged him along, what would be the confequence 


of his rath temerity, What would he now give to correct 


his-error!, But it ig too late! The man, the minifter is 
dead! Think on this, you who are young, and of undaunted 


courage, and fhun the caufe of fuch calamity. But, perfons 


of this defcription hazard their own lives as much as the lives | 
of others. ‘They are in imminent danger of death, They 
are, peradventure, riding poft-hafte to Poflibly 
there is but a ftep between them and hell. 


gthly. This is a rqufing voice to this whole neighbourhood. 


The righteous is taken away from the evil to come. Where 
is the evil likely to come, but to the very place from which 


the righteous are taken? When Noah entered into the ark, 
the flood came over the world: when Lot departed from Soy 
dom, the fire from heaven came there. Then let the finners | 
of Quorndon and it’s vicinity tremble, God might have | 
taken an ungodly man for a warning to others ; but pity has — 
{pared him ‘to repent, and taken a Trueman. 
ungodly know, that God can {peak again; and he may be 
the next example. When“ God’s judoments are abroad in 
“ the earth, the inhabitants of the world fhould learn righte- 
 oufnefs.” Let this voice bring us all to think of eternity, — 
in comparifon with time; on the foul, in comparifon with 
‘the body; on the favour of man, in comparifon with the 
favour of God: then, as rational creatures, form | a proper — 


judgment, andact accordingly. 


1. What is this world to M:. T. how? Such it will loon 
be tous all. 


2. What 3 is the foal and hades of man to him’ now! Soon, | 
very foon, they will be the fame to us. 


. What is the favour of God to him now ? Soon it will | 


be the fame to one thing peedful.”? 


Yet, let the 
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yr What are fpiritual things and the joys of heaven to 
him now? Allinall! So they will foon be to us. Then 


how loudly doth this event call on us to fet our affections 


on things above—to prepare for an eternal ftate: — 


8thly. The connection at large are interefted in this event. 


It isa voice to the General Baptifts throughout the kingdom. 
- They muft feel it as an awful itroke. But 1 forbear to add, 


and proceed to 
II. Urge obedience to this voice, by fome motives. 


1. The wifdom, power, and authority of the Speaker. . 


This is an event in the providence of God, who has power 


to kill and to make alive. The God who has made us pre- 
ferves us, and he will call us to his bar. ‘* Where the word 
« of a king is, there is power; and who may fay unto him, 


| 


what doeft thou?” 
_ 2. The divine isitention. Itis for our good, our prefent 


and eternal good. It was an awful but kind event which — 


{truck down Saul of Tarfus, and deprived him of his bodily 


fight, and brought him to fay, “ Lord, what wilt thou have 
‘me todo?’? The voice of the greateft preacher had never 
brought him to this; and if he had not been brought to this, _ 
where muft he have been now? Perhaps Mr. Trueman,by _ 
his preaching, never brought you to this— Then let his death 
doit. The jailor at Philippi is almoft a fimilar inftance: 


perufe it at your leifure. Acts xvi. Let thefe things have 


their weight to bring you to the fame temper, enquiry, and 


a 


3. Our prefent intereft and eternal happinefs depend on 


our attention to the voice of God. This voice, in his pro- 
_vidence, is calculated to alarm us. But there is another 


voice to inftruct us in the things which belong to our fouls” 
peace. This voice may teach us the need of falvation, but 


it is his voice in the gofpel which tells us how to enjoy the 
bleffing. Do not think of a voice in providence, or from 


tures of truth, ‘They are “able to make us wile to falyae 
“ tion, through faith in Chrift Jefus.”” This has often been 


fyoken here, and I truft will be again. Neple& not the means > 


of grace: “ faith cometh by hearing.”—But I cannot ftay 
to enlarge. 


4. It is the will ef God that you fhould be faved. He 


“ delighteth not in®the death of a finner,’” but had rather 


_ he would turn and live. For this end he calls in his provi- 


dences, by his prophets, by his own dear Son, to peor finners 


of every defcription, to Ne and be happy. For this end — 


heaven, to teach you that: you mult learn that by the {crip 
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he has been pleafed to binife the Redeemer, to put him: to. | 
isf, and to make his precious foul an offering for fin. Of 
age he great motives of religion reft on your minds, and. 

confider “chet vaft importance, that you may be among the 
bleffed, ‘* who hear the word of God, and keep it:”’ that you. 

may have true fellowthip with the F ote and fi ith his Son,” 

here and hereafter, 

ae 5. If you neglect, you cannot | plead you ‘were never 

warned, were never called. The great things of eternity 
_ have, in a meafure, been fet before you. The king of terror 

yy ag has been in your neighbourhood, and has laid, as it were, 

or. violent hands on a fellow creature. Any of you may be the 

/ +. grext.. God has loved you fo as to give you a Saviour. 

——s @hrift, has died for your fins, and now waits to be gracious! 

Beet You have had an efpecial voice of God to roufe you. If 

this be allin vain, and you will not lay it to heart, what 

ean help you? What can prevail with you to prepare to 
God?” There remains little elfe than a fear- 

aa , @ fal looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which 

<« fhall devour the adverfaries.” O! my friends, may we | 

all be fuch as hear the voice of the Son of God and live t | 

And at laft may we hear him fay, to our everlafting confo- | 

lation, «‘ Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 

a prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” This 

will be-a voice which the faithful (hall hear, and which will 

conftitute them truly happy for ever. This voice we all 

hear, for there is no refpec&t of pegfons withGod. But 

iat if we trifle with one call after another, a little longer, trem> 

ble, finner, left you hear the fame bleffed Jefus fay, | 

trom me, ye curfed, into fire, prepared for the. 

(devil and his angels.” 


| 


| flewing Heres were out Sera 


Lord what a folemn voice is this 

loudly doth it 

dt n.awful voice, which cannot mifs) 
{Te reach the heart of all. 

Thy deat Jinbaftador is 

| that thy wrath will haften on, 

At we the éall 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


QO! ' may we all interpret right 
‘The admonition giv’n ; 

And feel it’s moft important weight, 
warning fent from heav’'n! 


. How cau thy church the lofs fuftain ? 

How muft thy theep be fed ? 

_ Where can we hope to find again 
An equal with the dead’ 


How few fo able, zealous, pure! 
So faithful, grave, difcreet! 


where fhall we, from fhore to fhorey 
Another Trueman meet 


Thou fource of comfort, God of love, 
Our fprings are all in thee: ia 
Send us aflittance from above, 
And fend it fpeedily. 


That while we feel thy chaftening boll | 
And for our follies moum, | 
We may behold a gracious God, 
Andt to his return. 


SPONDEN CE. 


fo the the Baptift 


SIR, 


AS the eftablithing of an among the. Gener Bap. 


tifts is begun to he ferioufly agitated, heartily approving of 
{uch an inftitution, I 


the utmoft of my power. Iam one of thofe who have 


ot had the opportunity of receiving a regular and liberal 
ed ucation ; and every fucceeding year of my life affords 
_ additional evidence of the lofs I have fuftained, and the — 
difadvantages I labour under. Having exercifed my mind _ 


upon the fubj e&, I have fent you the refult. If 
you think it helerving| Ia | place in your Mifcellany, and will 


c ntribute, i in any degree, to promote a plan, the execution 


of which is likely to be productive of the happieft effeets, 
and to refle& more honour on the body of General Baptifts 


all be if you will infert it. 


ould be glad to help it forward to 


than any thing that has before engaged their attention, to 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF A LIBERAL EDUCAS 

TION FOR THE MINISTRY. | 

| Boru the eftablifhments of England and Scotland have 

_ +. their univerfities, that perfons interided for the miniftry in 
 hofe communities may attain proper qtialifications. The 

the Independants, and the Particular Baptitts; 
have their academies for the fame purpofe. ‘Thefe inftitu- 
"ss - tions fhew that it is their united opinion, as I believe it is a 
og xthe general fenfe of the enlightened part of mankind, that the 

haat acquifition of learning and knowledge is a defirable object, | s 

and ought not to be neglected. Shall the General Baptifts, 

then, retain ideas upon this fubje@ different from thofe of | 

moft other denominations of Chriftians; havea lefs regard _ 
- for the rifing generation and remote pofterity ; or be more zB 
 fupine and inert in their exertions to promote the illumination 

q - and benefit of mankind? Such views and inactivity, I ii, | 

: conceive, are not calculated to make them either fingulally | | | 

wife, or fingularly refpectable.—None but perfons deftitute ha 


of learning will depreciate a learned education. If it be not 
abfolutely neceffary to the preaching of the gofpel, it is highly 
- ‘expedient to enable us to do it with more general acceptance. 
is neceflary, in order to meet or to remove the prejudices 
“of mankind, to conciliate their efteem, to render our preachers 
. . and our caufe refpectable, and thereby increafe the probability 


of greater ufefulnefs.. It is neceffary, that we may enter 
the lifts on equal ground, with thofe who may attack our Wok 
‘principles as Chriftians, as Diffenters, or as General Baptifts. 
The importance of a liberal education cannot fail toftrike = ' 

the mind of the refle@ing. This’ will appear from the a) a 
greater facility with which perfons enjoying it will be enabled Wile 

to acquire truth, and the capacity it will give them to com- Woe 
‘municate it with better effect, and in a fuperior degree. wee 


Nothing can benefit mankind like truth, confequently no- 
thing can be fo interciting. But truth, as fome writers have 
ebferved, lies conctaled at the bottom of .a well, and coph- 
derable labour and fkill are requifite to draw itup. Error 
is fo often dreffed out in her attire, that by the fpecious ap- 
pearance fhe aflumes, the young and unwary are frequently — 
beguiled. Upon right conceptions depend right opinions, 
well regulated and directed affections, and an orderly and 
ufeful courfe of action. If the fpring be polluted the itreams © 


t 
| 
q 
a 
a 


CORRESPONDENCE. 6; 


-eannot be pure. Many errors are in continual circulation, 
and the human mind jis the fubje€t of many prejudices. 
How neceffary, then, to commence our ftudies, under the - 
direQion of a judicious and experienced inftru€tor, who cam 
dire& our enquiries, fhew us| what fubjeéts moft deferve our 


attention, where the beft information can be obtained, and 
—aflift us with thofe pointed, feafonable, and pertinent remarks, 
: - for which his age, his experience, and erudition have fitted 
him. To be ableto purfue gur ftudies without interruption, — 
and in due order, is no inconfiderable advantage.) Minifters 
: deftitute of this mode of ¢ducation, are frequently guided 


by accident and caprice, reading fuch books as. happen. to 
fallin their way. ‘They follow no regular plan, are obliged 
to ftudy by intervals, and have their attention frequently in- 


as terrupted by the calls of bufinefs, the cares of a family, per- 
4 haps, and many other contingent circumitances. |The feciu- 
ss ion. and retirement of an academy is moft favourable to an 
7 4 - uninterrupted attention to ftudy, as well as that it fecures the 


before. mentioned advantages: 


The eee and appro priate employment a preacher 


To acquire truth. communicate it.|| 3.. To de- 
tend it. | 

A preacher muft continually feek afer truth, and 
mm _ make vigorous exertions to jattain it. Truth, facred truth, 

q is to be the fubjeét of his pulpit exercifes, and hi colloquial 

, 4 and focia] vifits, But it muft be firft attained. | Education, — 
as it is defigned, eminently | 


acquire a tafte for reading, < 
‘Ss, an acquaintance w 
information, on thofe fubjed 
4 attention, and his pulpit dift 
ill alfo fit him for re 
to greater advantagt 
preferve him from d 


3 


rathly without a due 

all affert, he will 

proceed ns; confider every part with care; 

_ dittinguifh between the tru¢ and the falfe, the folid and the 

_ {pecious, the important and) the trifling, the beauties and the 
blemifhés, of the works h¢ reads, or the fermons he hears, 
and confequently knaw what to receive and imitate, and what. 
to reject. Thus will he able to lay upa {tore of know- 


ledge, clear, accurate, and copious ; and afcend the pulpit 


| 

habit of attention, a knowledge | 

th language, and much previous | 

s which are to employ his future | 

ourfes. Such initiatory acquire- 

pading and profecuting his future 
. By removing hjs ignorance, 
cmatifm and illiberality. Inftead 
of arrogantly rejecting a fubject, or book, as . ab- 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


-nefs of many, both minifters and .profeffors ; and thi 


2. In communicating truth to others, either by {peaking 


OF writing, attention muft be paid to what we deliver, and 


tothe manner in which it is delivered. The preceding ob- 


fervations fufficiently evince the advantage of education as 


it regards the former ; and from what follows it will appear 


of equal advantage in regard to the latter. I fuppofé that 


grammar, rhetoric, &c. have made a part of the preacher’s 


jnitiatory ftudies : he is therefore acquainted, at leait in fome — 
meafure, with the beauties of good compofition, and an _ 
agreeable delivery. He will be able to exprefs his thoughts | 


in better language, embellifh his difcourfes with rhetorical 
figures, and grace them by a proper elocution. He will 


avoid a provincial phrafeology and accent, a monotony of — 
voice, and an aukwardnefs of attitude, His diction will be — 
more confpicuous and polifhed. It is a great miftake to | 
| fuppofe, that, becaufe a perfon underftands the learned lan. | 


uages, and is acquainted with the fciences, he mutt necef- 
Evrily exprefs himfelf on any fubject in terms which common 


_ hearers cannot comprehend. Such knowledge gives him a 
greater command of language, and will rather enable him | 


to unite fimplicity with dignity. Being furnifhed with a 
greater varicty, he will make a more 
g. It isnot only the bufinefs of a preacher to labour 


diligently to acquire truth, and communicate it to others in 


the moft acceptable manner ; he muft, when occafion re~ _ 
quires, intrepidly ftep forward to defend it. But to do this 


fuccefsfully, he mutt conceive clearly the import of terms : 
{tate his arguments with logical precifion ; and fupport them 
with the moit cogent proofs. He muft purfue his antagonift 


through all the mazes of fophiftry ; dete& the invalidity of 


his arguments, and expofe the fallacioufnefs of his conclu- 


fons. Can this be beft done by an educated or an unedu- 
- cated perfon? By one who has made himfelf acquainted 


with the elements of metaphyfics, the rules of Jogic, the 


nature of an argument, and the laws of difputation; or by 


one who is a perfect novice in thefe matters? Let cool, 


 unbiafied reafon judge. An ingenious perfon (for ingenuity 


is not unfrequently employed on the fide of error and infi- 


delity) will drefs out error with dexterity, and {ct it off with 
the molt fpecious arguments ; that, upon a diftant or curfory 


view, it will appear.to poffefs the femblance of truth. Many 


have been feduced by fuch appearances: hence the unfleadi- 


valence of fo many erroneous opinions fyftems. 


| 


| 

| | | | 
< 

| | 


a 


¥ 
& 
. 
| 
j 
. 
2 
at 7 
7 
tad 
| Ce 
B 
y 
q 
re 
| 
‘ 


| 
| | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


means of that knowledge which is derived from a proper and 

{yitematic education, a minifter may not omly be abie to 

preferve himfelf, but others, from fuch delutioas.. Thus 

appears, that the great bufinefs of a preacher may be much 

more advantageoufly performed with, than without, a regular 

education; and a very conliderable advantage will arife from 

it to truth and piety; to himtelf, as their ad yorate, and fo 

the public at lange. A 
To the above. view of| the fubjeét, I may fubjoin the 

following additional advantages. As minifters will be, by © 
thefe means, better qualified tor their work; they will ap- 

_ pear with more refpect in the eyes of mankind, as preachers; © 
churches will be fupplicd in a better manner; many may 


; | be induced to attend our places of worfhip, who otherwile 
. would not; a minifter’s ufefulnefs will be rendered more 


extenfive; and the General Baptift caufe will appear more 
reputable to other denominations, and to the public. If by — 
this method the General Baptift intereft may be rendered 
more refpectable, which to me appears inconteftible, it is 
not only eligible, but becomes an incumbent duty to adopt 
it. Where is our love of God, our zeal for truth, or our 
benevolence to mankind, i we neglect to avail ourlelves of 
any plan, however expenfive (if within our grafp), to difle- 
minate the principles, and accelerate the progrefs, of genuine 
Chriftianity, by procuring 4 permanently acceptable miniftry ? 
We fhall be hereby qualihed to act a more diftincuifhed 
part on the theatre of this world, and to contribute more | 
largely to that wide diffuflon of knowledge which we are 
Be | led to expect, as well from the progreffive advance of fcience. 
aa and truth, as from fcripture| prophecy; by which the condi-: 
tion of fociety will be vaftly ameliorated and improved; and 
peace, liberty, and happinefs, be made univerfally to prevail. 


Theie contiderations appear to me fufficient to warm the 
-moft frigid, to animate the moft lifelefs, and to excite a noble 


Spirit of emulation in afifting, by every means in our power, 


to form and eftablifh an inititution fraught with fuch im~ 
portant advantages, both to the prefent generation and tke 
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A RELATION ON THE DEATH A WIFE. 
| 


me, that we are not yet in thofe peaceful regions, 


teach us to feel thofe pangs of orief, Which flow in 
of tears. Many are the affliftions of the righteous, but the 


world of care, danger, ‘and appears. ag 


LETTER 


Dear SISTER, 
ACCORDING to your requeft, I fend you 


which was written under the preffure of one of the moft 


afliftive events of my life; an event, which nothing can 


erafe from my memory, though the changing hand of time 
_muft blunt the points of thofe darts with vinene if have’ been 


fo deeply wounded. 

I have often read the folemn vale of God to the 
prophet, “¢ [ will takeaway the defire of thine eyes with a 
*¢ {troke ;” but never till now did I enter into the fpirit of 


them. Now I realize them by experience ; fopmesly I knew 
x them by fpeculation only. 


‘The late ftroke, as well as a thoufand shen things, remind 


the weary are at refi; where God 1s their everlafting light, 
and the ‘days of their mourning are ended. Alas! her we 


Lord delivereth "him out of them all. JI nae my re with 


ocean fof | human life, pay a proper regard to 0 
pilot, and who have hope for their fecurity, till they ; 
in fafety at the peaceful fhores of eternity! How difficult 


$s this. But with God is any they 


who {eck fhall find. 


uation to one who for feven years has been favoure 
the friendfhip and endearments of conjugal life. Wh 


fatal ftroke deprived me of my partner, what could I fav, 


but that one, the better half of my felf, was dead—that the 


w orld was dead ? 


remains, but the of babe fortnet cont Aion, 
as 


the dear babes, who cling about a furviving father, 
impelled by a confcioufnefs of their lofs ; and to wh 
father returns with renewed. affeétion, as pti 
guardian in the wildernefs of the world? | 
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a crime. 
with fo much virtue and 


calm, a fhort fine day, td 


Tamready to reproach 


6% 


sho prefers a harlot to a virtuous 
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To cuilty licentiate, 


wife, all my deferiptions of grief appear as puerile phantoms ; 


and from fuch characters) one can expect nothing but that 


contempt they themfelves deferve. 


Did I {peak of grief? | Yea. How is it poffible not to 
mourn the lofs of one, who was fo dear; fo amiable? A 
pattern of prudence: ane ample of a meek and quiet fpirit, 


which is in the fight of God of great price; one who hated 


every falfe way, and whofe defire it was to glorify him who 
loved her, and in whofe facrifice fhe found her falvation; 


a tender wife, to whom) I never returned but figns of 


mutual pleafure endeared the interview; a mother, to whom 
her infants were as dear as life, and who was ever ready ~ 


to facrifice her health and eafe for their good: in fhort, 


a fincere Chriftian. Thefe charms, which, during their 


continuance, afforded pleafure, add bitternefs to the woes 


attending an early feparation, and make {toical indifference 


Heaven was kind in g f 
1 excellence for feven years and 
upwards; but what is that fhort period? Like a tranfitory 
be fueceeded by ajlong night of 
darknefs ! Ik 

Ah! cruel Death! couldeft not thou have levelled thy 
blow at fuch who were |lefs amiable, lefs ufeful ? at more 
indifferent characters, or 
a nuifance to fociety? But, alas! many of: thefe are not fit 
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for the change, and the mércy of Heaven {pares. — | 
How ftrange and ‘contradictory are the emotions I feel 
en the prefent occafion ;'and how feeble are He maxims of 
philofophy, and the motives of Chriftianity,|to ftem the 
torrent of thofe paffions, which at times are ready to break 
down every barrier that is oppofed to them! |/At one time, 
yfelf for being formerly too infen- 
for not bein 
ith fo worthy 
the Searcher 


fible of the worth of myj/deceafed partner, an 
fufficiently thankful to Gbd for indulging me 
A partner; at another, I am ready to afk, Dik 
of hearts fee that himfelf 


‘But inftead of anfwering thefe queries, [ would rather fay 
of the Difpofer of events, “ how unfearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways finding out 


in eternity I expect it will be a fruitful oll ede of pleafing 
_altonifhment, to have all the gloomy labyrinths of provi- 
denge laid open to day. | In time, darknefs muft reign, and 


at | || tears 


— 


ranting me the. pleafure of living | 


t fuch whofe crimés make them 


was rivalled by a dying creature ? © 
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i | | | 
_ tears of grief bil fteal from our r eyes,. wile we furvey the 
 vaftly extended ruins of death, and amidit the general car- 
nage lies breathlefs the firft of our 
affections 1 | 
When I drop tears of over the clay- cold corpfe 
former dear affociate, I cannot forbear afking, are thefe 
ie the effufions of an affectionate heart, the jutt tribute of n 
due to an amiable object? or are they rebellious teats, 
is demonitrative of the abfence of fubrniffion to the juft decr 
ok _ of a God infinitely wife and goad? If the former, | feel 
remorfe: if the latter, it is a confolation to reflect, 
\ _ “a father pitieth his children, fo the Lord piticth thofe that 
fear him: he knoweth our frame, and remembereth that 1 
+, “are but duft.”"—But whether the former or the latter, , 
are laid under a fort of invincible neceffity of “mourning, | 
_,elfe to renounce the moft refined pleafures of focial life, | 
| eradicating thofe paffions the Creator implanted | 
-our-nature. 
iit. When an unbridled. imagination takes | up it’s pencil, ho 
uF | deep and crowded are the fhades | f{carcely a luminous poi 
in the whole picture! How, Sifter, can I endure the ficht 
| of it? My nearett, carthly friend, gone—gone 
ever! | 
- It feems, at times, as though the univerfe died with he 
and was entombed with her in the fame grave! What is 
the houfef now but a: folitary refidence, that has loft it s chitf 
ornament? for i fee her na more, I hear her no more! 
how often do I[ follow her in my gloomy meditations. to that nif 
neglected fpot where fhe now lies, in a land of filence, dark- mo 
mefs, and putrefaction; while the hollow whiftling winds, 
. fleeting fhows of winter, {weep over her grave! 


a 


Sometimes I am almoft ready to ftart from my melanchol 


reveries to {natch one captive from the hands of death ; bhe |) 
reafon and religion ftep forward to correct that erroneous at 
picture. which my imagination ‘has drawn: then I fee; beyond | mold 
‘the fhades, profpects far more inviting than thofe prefented Ne | 


by paffion, unconnected with reafon and reli igion; and for- HN 
bidding that excefs of forrow which characterizes thofe who Mi I 
mourn without hope. But, dear Sifter, do not 
dike thofe, who, while they, with a tearful eye, behold the 
agonies of an expiring friend, or a dearer relation, have no 
hope of their future happinefs ; but thudder and turn pale 
with horror, in expectation of the dear object finking inte 
the is annihilation, or to everlatting ruin | 
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‘No, thanks be to the Difpofer of events, for that evidence | 
fhe gave of the pofleffion of alfcriptural hope; ahdpe which — 
‘refted on the double bafis—on the Rock of Ages;| and on 
the word of (Sod, which endureth for ever; a hope | which 
| embraced | all the clorics of heaven, which was her chief | 
fu pport in, the trials of life, which animated her foul on the | 
| of the chilling floods, of death, and which is now 
How happy. her prefent Gcidbioeal Remote from all the 
| pangs of re from inclement fkies, the cares and troubles 
Ke the fam ily, the fiery darts of |Satan, and from all the failings 
| ss ineident to the moft exalted faints on earth ; in fhort) from all 
the forbidding, diftreffing, and ute {cenes and objects, 
a: | which abound in this probationary vale of woe: while her 
foul, free all the incumbfances. of mortality, 
_the complete enjoy! ment of cel {tial glory, in the Pl radife of 

God. 
ye cruel tears} ye ungrateful fighs, can ye her | 
return—to defcend from the > {ummit of inetfable glory, down 
to the and miferable abodes of man? How far i is this | 
from her wifh, now fhe has learned by happy experience, | 
that “ In God’s pretence ther¢ is fulnefs of joy, and at his 
“right hand there are pleafurés for evermore ! Were fhe 
now ; permitted to addrefs her {i rviving partner, methi nks fhe | 
would fay, ‘ Forget thofe cries which wounded - your heart | 
while I lay extended on a bed of languifhing. —Drop tears 
upon my fleeping. duft, but weep for yourfelf, andjour dear 
offspring, who are yet in the wildernels of the world : and, 
perhaps, may never reach thefé peaceful regions.---] ancuith 
not for me, for the gentle ha d of God has “ wiped away — 
all tears my eyes.” Pdinful, indeed, were the agonies 
of death, but the bitternefs is)paft: for immediatly” upon 
quitting the {tage of life, guardian angels bore mé/jon their 
wings, amidit the acclamations Of the heave! y choir, through 
the tracklefS paths of light, to the peaceful afylum f Abra- 
ham’s bofom, where | am happ) beyond deicription, land fafe 
beyond a pofiibility of returning ng danger. _Shew, then, your 
attachment to me, by cheerfull acquiefcing i in the: difpofals 
ot divine Prov igence, and by “ following them, who tas bn 
“¢ faith and patience inherit the promifes.” 2 
I know, Sifter, neceffity obliges me to fubmit, and duty 
requires that 1 do it without murmuring. know, too, 
Lhave no Caufe to murmur, for every difpenfation of Provie 
dence is juit, and, to the people of God, is kind. | In the | 
prefent cafe, is highly fo ta the perfon whofe abfence | 
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Jament: for, while I weep, fhe with joy unfpehkable | 
“and full of glory: while I am ftill “i i to the ftorms and | 
ceafe from troubling, | 


and where the weary are at reft. Is there a dreadful uncer- ) | 


tempeftts of life, fhe is where the wicke 


tainty refpeéting my future ftate? She is fure of a glorious 
immortality. Do I fee through a glafs darkly? In open 
and celeftial day fhe fees as fhe is feen, and knows as fhe is 


known. Have I to feel the pangs of diffolution, and to pafy 
the chilling floods of death? She has loft every painful 


impreffion, and has reached the fhores of a 
Canaan. 

And why do I view her grave as a gloonly dungeon ? 
Rather let the gofpel teach me to confider it as a fafe retreat, | 
where danger is not known; a peaceful manfion, illuminated | 
by her dear Saviour, who himfelf dwelt in the grave, but | 
rofe triumphant, and left behind him an inviting odour ; and | 
favoured her with a pledge of her refurrection. By faith, 
I view that tranfporting morning, when the Son of God]| 
fhall come in all the glory of heaven: then fhall fhe hear | 
his charming voice, rife from the grave as from a refrefhing 


flumber, appear in the Saviour’s and ftand | on 


right hand. 


That you, Sifter, myfelf, and all our relations, may and | 
there with her,’ and hear that tranfporting invitation—_ 


“ Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre= 
pared for you from the of the world,” AS the 


Dear Sifter, = 
“Your affeStionate Brothet, | 


P. | | 
i 
| 
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To the the General Mogan 


SIR, 
If you are not in poffefion of an anfwer to 


query, and think the following admiffible, the infertion of 
it in your Magazine, whew pert will oblige your’s 


| J.T. 


F P. S. As the writer is ‘ignorant of the charaéter, name 
and circumftances of your female correfpondent, he claims 
‘her candour, if the manner of his fhould appear, if 
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on Gen. V1. 14. 


| 


probable. that the Sa éf Seth, the third fon 


of Adam, were pious, and ftri@ly adhered to the caufe of 
to the duties of feligion, till the tranflation of 


God, an 


Enoch ; 


feven vears after the death o 


Gen. iv. 
«© men began to call upon th 
—jearned 
Then) 
Lord ;” 


lives int 
creatures 


ending their flocks, a 


men think the marginal reading 
began men to call themfelves by the name of the 
that is, the defcendants of Seth, who fpent their - 


which happened’ in the year of the world 9875 fifty= 
We are informed, 
26. that when Enod, the fon of Seth, was born, 


Adam. 


é name of the Lord,” Some 
the more eer 


nd religious exercifes, as became 


ever dependant on| their Creator, profefied them- 


felves the children of God: | and when the males only are 


mentioned, they are called ¢¢ the fons of God,” chap. vi. 2, 4. 
defcendants of Cain, who were — 
bly wicked, and ares¢alied the children of 


in contradiftinétion from the 


abomina 


and their 
The 


of Cain,|o 
Nod, a 


carnal in 


defcendants of .Scth, o 


Mount Hermon, a place pecu 
devotion, where they offered 
ziOus duties, without fear of r 


or the children of 
flat fertile country, 


females ‘* the daughters of men.” | 
or fons of God}! lived in 


iarly adapted to the purpofes of 
facrifices, and performed reli- 
noleftation from the defcendants 


men,’ who lived in the land of 


exactly fuited to the purpofes of 


dulgence. ‘The lea} 


being enticed by the 


tned have fuppofed that, in the 


fortieth year after Enoch was tranflated, a number of Seth’s 
poiterity, 


mountain, and took themfelvfs wives from among them, v. 2. | 


Cainites, came down from the 


from thefe, defcended a race of men, of enormous fize, and 


of hoftile 


conduct, 


many yéars, that they migh 


abomina 
fuch is 


evil communications corr 


difpofitions, who were the Giants mentioned, v. 4. 
The Almighty, being difplea 
thefe monfters to punifh thi 


their iniquities, and to demor 


fed with fuch a connection, fent 


: inhabitants of the: world for 
trate his difapprobation of their 


Yet in his tend¢r mercy, he fpared them, for 


2 t have time {to repent of their 
tions ; and fo be delivered from deftruction. 


But 


the hardening tendency of fin.—and fo much had 


inftead o 

ednefs. 

_ Till this time, probably, 
confeience, both amongtt the 


But after this, the defcendat 


upted their good manners,” that 
f reforming their lives, they increafed in their wick- 


there was fome fenfibility of 
pofterity of Seth and of Cain. 


ats of Seth, continuing to come 
down 


. — 
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down from the holy mountain, at length, anit of - thofe ihe 
remained alive, by intermarriages, became incorporated with 


the Cainites. ‘« The fons of God,”’ and ‘“ the daughters of 


men,’ being: thus united, their pofterity became notorious 


for murder, rapine, and other kinds of wickednefs ; and got 
themfelves a great name, by their bold miyemicites, ‘They ! 


“6 were mightv men, and men of renown.’ 
On this part of Sacred Hiftory, Eufebia will, perbap Ss, fee 


the propriety of making three! remarks. 
yg. It is a moft mifchievous and abominable evil . be- | 
lievers in Chrift to marry profane perfons. ‘* What concord 
¢* hath Chriit with Belial ? or what part hath he that believeth | 


‘¢ with an infidel?”? It feems clear that this evil gave rife to 


thofe abominations which brought deftru@ion on the old 
world. And what terrible confequences often follov 


| 


such a conduct at this day! We need not go far to find | 


inftances of precious immortal fouls being ruined, as far as 
we can judge,—of. churches being rendered unhappy,—and 
of the KRedcemer’s intereft being materially injured, by fuch 


conneftions. It isneceffary, in this. refpeét, particularly, to | 
«come out from among the world, and be {eparate,” if 


we would be owned as ‘¢ the fons and daughters of the Lord 


2. What an enfnaring and hardening tendency ab fin ! 
Till the pofterity of Seth were entangled and inveigled into 


the evil courfes of the Cainites, they were happy and regular 


in the way of duty. Thev enjoyed -the {miles of their Cre- 


ator ; and the world feems to have been* preferved tor their | 
fakes.—But when they began to degenerate, their) minds 
became carnalized, and their hearts were hardened, The ji} 
- preaching of righteous Noah and others availed nothing. 
oe us guard every avenue of the foul at which vice might 


enter. ‘* Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” 


‘« jdols, and after them we will go.” 


3. How wonderful are the soodnefs ald se of 
God! *« What could he have done more for his vineyard 


¢¢ that he has not done?” This merciful and gracious God 


gave the inhabitants of the old world a fpace for repentance, | 


of no lefs than ‘¢ one hundred and twenty years.” So long 


_he delayed the execution of his fentence uponthem. He is 


the fame merciful God. fill. Let finners, however, 


Small irregularities may lead to greater evils, till hearts 
be hardened, and our confciences “¢ feared as with a hot iron; | 
till, at length, we are bold enough to fay, * i) have loved. 
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-abufe his goodnefs, left he pour down his fury upon them, and | 
there be none to deliver! Let them “ repent and believe | 
“ the gofpel;” before it be'too late. Life is fhort. Deathis 

certain. If Chrift be neglected, we are without hope for — 
ever. Let faints rejoice in divine mercy; but let none tempt 
God by prefuming on hi$ goodnefs. ‘* Thou ftandeft by 
“ faith: be not high minded, but fear.” Rom. xi. Zo. 


| Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


[ venture to trouble you with a few words in anfwerto M. | 
whether you think it proper to infert them in your Magae 
zine, or to reject them, it will be agreeable to er 

Your’s 

TO M. ON REPENTANCE. 

Ezekiel, the fervant of the Lord, who prophefied during 

the Babylonifh captivity, declares to certain of the elders of 

If{rael who fet before him, that notwith{tanding the aggravated 
offences of the Jews, they fhould be delivered: from the ftate — | 

2 | : of bon age into which they were brought, and again ferve 

the Lord in his holy mountain, the mountain of the height 


of Ifrael. Ezek. xx. 40. |“ And there,” fays the prophet, | 
“ fhall ye remember your ways, and all your doings wherein» 
«“ ye have been defiled, and ye fhall lothe yourfelves in your 


. any part of his temporal concerns, he afterwards reflects on 
the methods he has taken, and fees he has failed on account 
of fome miftakes in his judgment, or impropriety in his con- 


: duct, which he was not at the time aware of: he is hereby 
. affected, and determines in fyture to take a different method : 


the man in that cafe repents. 


Sinners, while they live in the practice of iniquity are 
promifing themfelves pleafure and happinefs 
carnal 


SIR; 
: “own light, for a your evils that ye have committed, : 
: Ver. 43.— Thefe words are expreflive of that remorfe which | 
a perfon feels who is brought to a true fenfe of his fituation 
as a finner in the fight of God. Meéeravose, which in the | 
| New Teftament is rendered repentance, fiynifies an afters 
thought, and implies a change both in judgment and will.— 
Suppofe a man has been unfuccefsful in the tranfadction of 
| | 


fe 


é-< 
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“carnal purfuits. Satan tempts, the world entices, their carnal 
~minds are not fubje& to the law of God, they delight in’ 
flefhly gratifications, they love their fins, and their affections 
| | is the 
‘¢ They love this prefent world.”—But when they confider 


‘fix on the things of this life as the fupreme good : 


the juftice of God, the holinefs of his law, and the dreadful 


effects of difobedience, they fee the danger, the evil, the odi- | 
 oufnefs, and the fad confequences of fin, by which they have 
- Joft the favour of God, difordered their faculties, dehled their 
fouls, brought horror into their; confciences, and fubjected 
themfelves to divine difpleafure, to the miferies of everlafting 
fire, utter darknefs, and everlafting deftruction, ‘Thefe 
- flections, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, produce a 
‘ change in the finner’s judgment with refpect to fin. He 
-¢annot now think he ought to encourage or practife it; he 
-yecollects his former follies: with grief of heart; he lothes . 
_ .. ahd abhors himfelf before God for all the evils he has com- | 
“mitted. Nor does the true penitent ftop here. He goes on 
to reflect on the mercy of God to miferable finners, but par- 
ticularly to himfelf, and ftands amazed at his own ingratitude, 


He views and admires the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
« who gave himfelf a ranfom for all ;”,—-who “ came into the 
“ world to fave finners ;”—who, though “ he was 


“ bruifed for our ‘iniquities hath “ fuffered for fins, 
“ the juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us to God.” 


‘The repénting finner admires fuch grace and love as this; 


and it tends to fink him in his own efteem, and to make hira 


Inveterate azainft thofe enemies of his foul, which he had 


before cherifhed and indulged. He determines now by the 
grace of God to oppofe every thing contrary to the divine 


- will, to forfake every iniquity, both fecret and open: he cries | 
_ to God for pardon of his paft tranfgreffidns, and-help azain{t 


fnture temptations, through Jefus Chrift:—and he has this 


for his fupport, that “ A broken and contrite heart the Lord 


“will not defpife.” 
_ A perfon in whom this difpofition is wrought, will difcover 
it in the fubfequent part of his life, by an endeavour after 
univerfal obedience. For though repentance is not conver- 


fion, yet: it neceffarily leads to it, when it. is fincere, and 


arifes frem a grateful recollection of the goadnefs of an 


offended God, and ‘a tender regard to his honour. Thus 


«“ godly forrow werketh repentance to falvation, never to be 
“iepented of.’ But when repentance arifes only from a 


rich, 
© our fakes became poor, that we through his poverty might 
“ be rich ;’”’—who “ was wounded for our tranfgreffions, and 
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oufly, and godly, in this prefent world.” 
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confideration of the ovil of fin as it affects a man’s credit or 
‘reputation in the world, though there may be a change in 


the condu&t, yet it is always a partial one. On this principle — 
the Scribes and Pharifees ated, who our Saviour fays, 
negle@ted the weightier matters of the law,’’ though they 
were very exa@t, as far as their, conduct came under public 


notice. The character of the true penitent is very different 


from this; for as he feeketh not honour from. men, but from 


| 


- God only, fo his one concérn is to pleafe God. | He hates 


ows after 


fin, and loves holinefs ; he forfakes fin, and fol! | 
righteoufnefs ; ceafing to do evil, he learns todo well. He 
hates finners, as fuch, becaufe they are enemies to God, 
whom he loves. He os, loves the fervants of Chrift 
for their Mafter’s fake. And, ‘* denying ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts,’”’ he is cancerned to live foberly, righte- 
j. T. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 

SHR, 

If you judge the following remarks, in reply to Sacro Bofco’s 
two laft Queries, worthyjof infertion, I fhall be pleafed to’ 
fee them in yournextnumber, 


i] 
3 


1. |Ieis, I believe, pretty generally allowed, that by the 


.expreffion * the prince of the power of the ar, t ph. il, 2. 


1s meant the great enemy of all good, the devil. Indeed the 


claufes immediately following feem to limit its application. 
Why this appellation is given to Satan does not appear 
equally plain. Some fuppofe that he has the management of 
the material air, and can, at pleafure, raife the wind, 
caufe tempefts, &c. This notion, as they think, is counte. 


-nanced by the manner in which Job’s children were deftroy- 


ed. Others have urged this paffage in defence of an opinion 
which fome of the fathers adopted, that the fun is the place. 
where the wicked are punifhed with fire unquénchable: and 
as the fun is certainly the chief luminary in the heavens, fo 
Satan may, according to them, with great propricty be ftiled 


the prince of it. 


_ The explanation, however, which appears moft plaufible, © 
is, that the apoftle alludes to a dorine which was very 
common among the Jews, that the air is full of eyil fpirits, 
who are permitted to inhabit there, and wander up a down 
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| 
| 
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for the of their diabolical def igns. Many 
-ftances in the hiftory of our Saviour may be browse in proof — 
of the truth of this idea: and there is no reafon to fu ppofe, 
_ that the liberty of going to and fro in the earth, and walking 
up and down in it, is confined alone to Satan, ‘but extends to 
all his airy legions. On this fuppofition, the reafon and 


propriety of the phrafe in queftion is obvious. 
2. Dr. Doddridge tranflates the claufe, (2 Pet. 


lil. 5) 


_ « The earth fubfifting from the water and by the water :” 


and explains it by obferving, that at the creation the earth 


emerged from the water, which which it was at firft covered, 


and has ever fince been fupported by the water. But {ome 
learned critics have fhewn that the original words cannot 


with propriety betranflated dy the water, but in or among 


the water; and they'therefore give an explication a little 
different. Theearth, when firft called into exiftence, was, it 
is evident from Mofes’s account of the creation, efitirely buried 


in water, till the Almighty faid, Let the waters be ga- 


«¢ thefed together in one place, aad Jet the dry land app gar.”* 
At this Command the waters immediately fubfided into their 
appointed receptacles; and the continents, iflands, and 
mountains, appeared to rife by degrees, and ftand up out of 
the water: But as the ocean would ftill furround the Various 
pieces of land, they would ftand in the water, and | 
their folwidenions covered by it. This is probably the cir- 
_cumftance to which the Apoftle refers; and the allpfion is a 
‘very proper tranfition to the mention of the deluge; which 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Extra of a Letter, received Feb. 5, 1798, ein 


8797 


You make enquiry concerning the health of 
1 am 


make. 
out 


and body. I can truly fay, by the grace of God, 
happy in both. As to circumftanees, | 


| 


at Richmond, North America, dated Bec. 43 
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out a comfortable living, and that is all—_You afk me how 
religion flourifhes with us? Indeed, my Brother, we ¢an- 
not boaft much on that fubject. It is hard to form a | 
right judgment on the cafe. The external appearance of | 

| 


religion (which often deceives) is very different here from 
the old country. The long union of church and itate in © 
the latter (though not among the Diflenters) gives religion _ 
an air of great folemnity —Here the ftate has nothing to do — 
with religion. The laws, indéed, protect it; and that is 
all. “Ihe Meeting-houfes here are no better than barns, 
~The Epifcopalians, who under the former government were 
the eftablifhed church, has gone much into decay. ‘Their 
churches, which at beft were but barely decent, are falling 
down. ‘There is one Baptift Meeting-houfe here, the name 
of the minifter John Courtney.~-The black people compofe 
‘the majority of his church. (The Prefbyterians and | Me- 
thodifts, have, neither of them, places of worfhip; but, by 
permiffion, preach, either at the Capitol, or Court-houfe ; 
and fometimes in private houfes. The Methodifts) have — 
Circuit Elders, who travel through all parts of the country, 
and come by rotation. ‘There is one Epifcopalian church, 
the minifter of which (John) Buchanan) preaches once a iS 
fortnight. The Baptifts and Methodifts are by far the moft © 
numerous, if we take the country at large; efpecially the 

former. Under the old ‘Britifh government, when the 
Epifcopalians were eftablifhed by law, the Baptifts fuffered 

great perfecution; the preachers were frequently thrown into’ 

prifon, and have frequently been known to preach to their 

hearers through the prifon windows. But fince the (Ame- 

rican) Revolution, they have increafed. The Quak-— 


ers feem to be on the increafé. They are building a {mart 


little meeting-houfe near my houfe. ‘They are alfo going 
to have a Charity-fchool for the Inftruction of Black Chil. 


| 


£ On Tuefday, Jan. 23, the Rev. Mr. William Shenfton 
pub fet apart to the paftoral office, over the Baptift 
Church in Little Ayliffe-ftreet, Goodman’s Fields, London, . 
lately under the paftoral care of the Rev. Mr. Dowars. 
The Rev. Mr. Hornblow, of Braintree, Effex, began the 
fervice by prayer, and reading the third chapter of the firtt 
Epiftle to Timothy: The Rev. Mr. Button, of ‘London, 
delivered the introductory difcourfe, and requetted the people 
to relate the fteps of Providence, by which they had been 
led 
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firm this choice by ftanding up, and lifting 


| 


Jed to cheofe Mr. Shenfton | to the facred office ; and to cone 


up their right 
requeft, Mr, 


hands. After which, at Mr. Button’s 


Shenfton declared his acceptance of the Church’s call; affigned 
his reafons for doing it, and read his Confeffion of Faith, 
‘The Rev. Mr. Freeman, of Woolwich, offered up 4 general 
' prayer; and the Rev. Mr. Upton, of London, addreffed an 
affectionate charge or exhortation to Mr. Shenfton, from 


: Pet. v. 2. former part. The Rev. Mr. Hutchins, of 
Greenwich, addrefled the people, from Pfal. baxxid. I. and 


the Rev. Mr. Oates, of London, concluded the fervice with 
prayer. Through the whole fervice, Mr. Grocer, a young 
preacher, read the hymns, which were {ung at Pepper in- 


tervals. 
There ‘was no impofition hands; nor any prayet for th 


_minifter in particular. It was obferved in the courfe of the. 


fervice, that the “ minifters did not come together to ordain 
Mr. Shenfton paftor; but to witnefs the Church’s recog- 


nition or ratification be their call of Mr. Shenfton to the | 
I roperly 
« ae ordination of their paftor.”” ' It is hoped that nd offence 
will be takén, as none is intended to be given, when we 
venture to obferve, that this was certainly an obvious mittake. 


«¢ naftoral office; and that the Church’s call was 


‘The feriptures moft evidently teach, that ordination is not 
the work of the people, but of minifters. See Acts vi. 1—6, 


xiv. 23. Tit. i, 5. But how far foever we may differ from 


the good men employed on this occafion, we rejoiced in 


‘obferving the ferioufnefs with which the fervice was con- 


ducted; and unite our prayers with their’s, that the church 
in A yliffe-ftreet may for years to come, 
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REVIEW 


OF 


SELECT 


Effay on the Refurreétion of Chrift ;-.in which the Proofs 

of the Fa& are adduced, it’s Importance is explained, 
st’s beneficial Influences illuftrated. By James Dore, r00 
pages, 12m. Is. Gurney, Button. . | 


| IS isa valuable publication.) It contains much inftruc. 
tion in a fall compafs, ona very interefting fubje@. Ifthe — 
infidels of the prefent age could be perfuaded to diveft them-_ 
felves of prejudice, they, as well as Chriftians, might read it 
to great advantage. 


| 


Lermons to the Fews, No. 1, by homas Haweis, LL.D. <a 
M.D. | No. 2; by John Love. 6d. each. Button. . 


THESE are the firft and fecpnd of a courfe of fermons, 
to be publifhed monthly, during the year 1798, by the Reve 
Dr. Haweis, Mr. Love, Dr. Hunter, Mr. Greatheed, and Ce ¢ 
_ other minifters, ¢ addrefled to the Jewifh people, as well as — 
to Chriftians in general; inviting all ferioufly to regard and 
examine the Revelation of God in the Holy Scriptures, and 
the important truths therein contained.’ ‘The firft fermon, 
after an introductory addrefs, ftates that the ‘ leading features 
of the Jewifh and Chriftian religion are the fame. Both 
boaft the fame divine origin—profefs to believe in the fame 
God—to hold the fame rule of duty—and look to the fame . 
Meffiah.’ ‘This fact is illuftrated in an eafy and edifying 
“manner; and we think it a ed proper introduction to the 


important defign of thefe good minifters. In the execution 

of which defign, we cordially} pray that they: may enjoy 
much divine affiftance, and that their labours may be crowned © 

with abundant fuccefs. “The text is Heb. iv. 2.» Thre 

_ fecond fermon propofes to point out the errors of modern 

_. Judaifm; and contains fome ferious and folid obfervations. 
| But, in ouro inion, Is not diftinguithed by clear ftatement or | 
accurate reafoninge. We alfo think that there is fomething f 
too fanciful in the choice of the) text, which is Gen. i. Ae 
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| REVIEW OF 


BARTON HYMNS. A new Compofition of Hymns and 
Poems; chisfly on Divine Subjeéts. Defigned for the 
Amufement and Edification of Chriftians of all Denomin Ui 
tions, but more particularly thofe of the General Baptif? Per 
fuafion. By Ss. Deacon, 2d. Editicn. 366 pages, 12me. 

bound in calf,3s. Yaylor, London ; J. Deacon, Leicefter; 


B. Pollard, Quorndon. 
PERHAPS it ts eafier to afcertain the chataéter of almoft 


any_publication, than of 2 large collection of and un- 
connected poems. The diverfity of ftyle, the variety of 
fubject, and the difference of merit, render it difficult to give 
_ & proper idea of fuch a work in a review of moderate length, 
The volume before us exemplifies this obfervation. “Though 
wholly the production of the fame author, it difcovers a great 
difference in point of language and matter. 
. / This fecond edition is contiderably augmented with many 
new additions. It contains upwards of three hundred and . 
fifty hymns, and thirty-one poems; exclufive of thirty-four 
hymns on Believers’ Baptifm, which form an Appendix, and - 
may be had feparate, price | | 
‘The author modeftly, and, we believe,‘very fincerely, de-. 
clares that *“¢ he never had an idea of writing in fuch a man. | 


© ner as to pleafe the curious; His object . to inform, and 


tainly demands the recommendation of who wifhes 
“ well to fociety at large. And the author has “ had the hap- [| 
ee « pinefs of proving, by the experiment of a former edition, | 
that it has anfwered the defign of it’s publication, in ade- 
© gree, that gives him pleafure, and excites in his heart gra- 


to encourage the ignorant, and the vulgar.” Ifthe work be 
calculated to acconiplifh. thefe important purpofes, it cer- 


ly 


titude and praife to the God of all grace.” 


| 


om We are, however, very apprehenfive that the poetry of 

this Collection will not pleafe the critic. In many places it 

will be cenfurgd, as merely meafured profe; overcharged 

puerile conceits, unnatural and grovelling metaphors, 

quaint turns, and little witticifms. Some expreffions will | 

poffibly be condemned as vulgar, others as too provincial, and | 

not afew as ungrammatical. But while we allow, that there | 

is too much occalion for thefe remarks, it ought to be re- 

membered, that the author did not write for the curious, but 

_profelledly for the vulgar and ignorant. It muft likewife be 
allowed, that the affociation of ideas which we wifh to im- 

prefs on the memory, with others to which the mind isalready | 

accultomed, has a very happy effect in fixing the attenelay a | 
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and affifting the recolleGion. It is, for inftance, a glorious 
truth, that the Divine Being provides for the wants of his 
children always, in the beft manner poflible,though not perhaps 
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exactly in the method they might choofe. But if this truth 


were propofed in an abftract form, it would not, perhaps, be 
eafy to make a country peafe 
and have it at all times, ready for his fupport and confolation. 
_ The fenfe, however, of the propofition will be plain, and the 

recolle@ion frequent, when jaffociated with the well-known 
ideas of dinner and NUNCHION. (See hymn 254.) Many | 
fimilar inftances might be mentioned, in which the very 
oddity of the conceit and quaintnefs of the expreflion, though 
difgufting to a polifhed ear, are well adapted to fix truths of 
the moft ferious importance, on the hearts of thofe for whom. 
thev are princPpally intended. ign 
- Nor would we, though we are conftrained to confefs that 
the poetry generally falls below mediocrity, infinuate that this 
is univerfally the cafe. Some compofitions rife above the 
reft, and approach the true poetic elevation. The firft five 
verfes of the third hymn, part of the 116th hymn, and feveral — 
others, may, we think, be referred to as inftances. aes 
Some of thefe hymns contain a pretty enumerat 


‘ion, ina 


t comprehend it’s full meaning, - 


- natural order, of the various parts of a fubje&t. TI 
ch advantage, be learnt by heart, by fuch 
s, with fmall incumbrance to the memory, 
and regular view of the topi¢s of an argument. Of 
are hymns 6,220, 235, &c., 
the whole, we think this publication is calet 
fome good degree, to promote the edification of t 
whom it was defigned, and we hope this fecond ed 
encreafe the author’s caufe for gratitude, by provin 


ftrument of good to immortal fouls. 


may, 
as wifh 
a concife 
this clafs 
| 
ilated, in 
hofe, for 


ition will 


g the in- 
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Wednefday, the r4t 

widow of the late Mr. William Bland; departed 

(aged 36.) She was for fome years, a member of 
neral Bap:ift Church at Leake, 
thar, ft 
Baptift Church, in Church+lane 
very upright fincere Chriftian. 


M 


of February, Mrs. Mary Bland, 


this life, 
the Ge- 


| Nottinghamfhire, and fince 
¢ has been about feven years, member of the General 


» Whitechapel, London. A 
Both living and dying, 


her 
only | 
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only ground lof hope appeared to be the atonement and all- 


fufficiency of Jefus Chrift. She enjoyed uninterrupted peace 


and tranquillity of mind, ‘during her affliction ; and rejoiced | 
in the profpect of being him with her God - Sa- 


viour. 


On the Lord’s-day, Febniary the 18th, in he evening, 


died, aged 63, Mr. James Burfton. He had been about 


thirty years a worthy member, and twelve of thefe years a 1 
Deacon, of the Baptift Church in Church-lane, Whitechapel, 


‘London. Some of his laft years were years of pain and 
_feeblenefs, which he bore with much patience and refigna- 
tion. During thefe years, he has frequently been confined 
for feveral wecks, and fometimes for months together. When 


his paftor vifired him in thefe periods of confinement, he had 
much fatisfafion in finding that Mr. Burfton feemed to 


make the word of God his ‘* meditation all the day.” For 


he was feldom without that bleffed book before him. . During 
the laft five months of his life, he was confined to his bed : 

throughout which he enjoyed continual peace of mind ; and 
often ‘rejoiced in hope of the glory of God.” He ar- 
dently defired ‘* to depart, and to be with Chrift ;” and his | 
only fear evidently was, left his faith and patience i0uld not 
be exercifed, as Pry ought, till ft fhould pleafe the Lord 
to call him hence. He died in perfect compofure, without 
a figh, a groan, ora ftrugcle. Blefied indeed, in Te fenfe, 
s* are the dead, who die in the bord, | ae 
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| Ah me! 


SACRED 


On the Death of th late Mr. 
TRUEMA # 


By Mr. 


which 


are thefe mournful accents 
lhear? | {tear ! 


Lo! Zion weeps, and drops the pearly 


turns 
She who re 
Tell me, kin 
know- 
What mean t 


fome fad event the current 
mourns ! 


joiced now in fackcloth 
ftranger—y et I fear to 
 [woe! 
hefe plaintive images of 


| 


What is the matter— ? Why fo much 


diftrefg 


*d? 


Why thofe deep fighs which heave thy 


throbbi 


hofe down-¢ 
defpair 


Which cloud 


ing breaft ? 


premely fair ? 


She heard, and meckly rais’d her droop- 


ing hdad ; 


And weeping 
man’s 


cried, Alas my True- 
dead 


Heart- ftruck, 
lefs {t 


amaz’d, I pale and {peech- 
od 5 


Then eas’d my bofom with a briny flood. 


fled : | 
Trembling, I 


My ttrength torfook me, and my courage 


| [dead 
cried, © Alas! is Trueman 


Where fhall we hope another fuch to find? 
Another like  mulirude juft and kind? 


~Nomore tha 


thron: 


multitudes to hear him 


? [tongue ! 


_ Nor hundreds wait on his inftruétive 
- Late in the crowd he elevated ftood, 


find {weetly cried, ‘ Behold the Lamb of 
God !° 


His holy ardour fet us all on flame, 
While he dilated on the Saviour’s name ; 


hear 
No more wil 
Loft are his ta 
"lL rueman now 


But a 


more mutt we his accents 


he in Jefu’s name appear, 
lents, in a moment loft ! 
flumbers inthe filent duft ! 


But foft, my Mufe, tho’ Trueman’s 


left t 


efe plains, 


Jefus fill lives and {till his caufe main- 


tains 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


aft looks, which imdicate | 


| | 
thy features —once fu- | 
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| 


And all her pious wifhes shall fulfil. 


He cares for Zion, loves his people Rill, | 


He hears her mourning, and he knows 


her grief, | 


Stoops from the fkies, and flies to her. 


In his dear eyes fhe like a princefs ftands, 


And her lov’d name is on 
hands. 


In all her forrows he fuftains a part. 
Tho’ Trueman’s dead, yet our Redeemet 
lives, | | [ gives. 


And to his mourning church a Pollard — 


Pay due attention to the fatred word, 


the Lord. 


glow’d | [flow'd. 
While trom his lips the precious gofpel 


your days, 


day ; waye 
There fhall you meet your minifters 
again, | | 

And with your Trueman,—-with your 
Saviour reign, 


| 
| 


Methinks I fee your Truethan looking 


down, 


Prepared to {peak :—attend to what he 
days. 
¢ I am not dead, but live thro” endlefs 


¢ Short was my tranfit from a world of 
ftrife | 


¢ And your’s may be as — 
to come, 


¢ And grace fhall bring yo ou t this glori- 


Prepare 


ous home, [divine : 


above : 


-Jefu’s love, 


rill you before the throne of God appear, 


mrt 


there, 


hearts 
Nor life, nor death fhall tear her| rom his 


The meffage which he brings you from 


Then ceafe to mourn:—=the remnant of 
| 
By lip, by life, proclaim your Saviour s|- 


ToCanaan’s fhores with ardour urge your 


| 
| 


I've heard him fpeak, and my glad bofom | 


Prefs forward to the realms of heav’ nly | 


Smiling beneath his crowny 


To the {weet Fountain of life; 


The doétrines which I taught you are 
Obey the gofpel—and in glory fhine.” 


Charm’d with the profpedt, fir'd with 
refs, prefs with ardour, to | ou joys | 


‘cast with your Trueman and your jefus 


Sube 
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to the Divine ill, | OF riches bereft, fhould want be your lot, 
: under afirctive Providences, | In poverty left, you dwell in a cot ; | 
‘There humbly reply tO your cravings 
| A FUNERAL HYMN, for food, | 
Occafiuned by hearing a Sermon preached | © ?*Tisthe Lord; let him do what | 
by the Rev. Mr. D, Taylor, on the { . — eth him good,’ | 
V ‘Death of Mr. John Holley, who de-.| When death and difeafe your body ine 
| at parted this life Jan, 16, 1795, inthe } vade, 7 he 1 


| _ 20th Year of his Age, from 1 Sam. | To give you releafe from this: finful 
| fii. 18, <¢ It is the Lord; let him do } With Jefus in view, you fhall cry in the’ 


what feemeth him good. flood, | 
‘Tis the Lord; let him do what f 
vE children of God, his wifdom him 


Submit to his rod, in all your diftrefs 5 : | 
yird fay, tho’ the flow’ r is nipp’d in qa Then when you rife, and take your 


| bud, _. bright feat 
i all ‘Tis the Lord ; let him do what feera- | Above in the fkies, at his bleffed feet, | 
eth good. | | For ever you'll fing, while with pleafure 


 Oerflow’d, | 
€ Praife the Lord; he has led What 


‘a fome are cut down in the prime of 


their days, [his grace, 
bape nt | Yet, if they have known the power of | | feemeth } him good. 
Their kindred may fay, (tho" by nature MANILIUS, 

| “6 Tis the Lord ; let him do what feem- i pe. 

beth him good," To the Editor of the GiB. My | 

Commit all your ways and to his | 

hands : [ mands. Sia, 


He governs the feas, the tempeft com- | 7 The following lines, copied from an old 
With patience proclaim in affiiction’s ] Magazine, are, in my opinion, worth | 


| rough road,  preferving. They are faid to have | 
¢°Tisthe Lord; let him do what feem- } been infcribed on the grave-ftone of 
eth him Infant in the North of England, 
Tho’ ficknefs and pain fhould caufe you If you can {pare them a corner at any : 
to droop, [hope: | time, in your mifcellany, it will oblige. 
Let faith ftill fuftain and cherith your | 
Even then you fhall fay, beneath the | 
*Tis the Lord; let him do what feern.. | 


4 


Tho’ datknefs thould hide the light a BENEATH yon hillock’s narrowbounds 


A lonely infant lies, — 


his face, | ace: | 
confide, and hi. Till the laf trumpet fhake the ground, 
He'll give you to fay, when his dealings Aandrolaway the tkies. 
are-view'd, . From all the hurtful ills below, 
¢ *Tisthe Lord ; let, him'do-what feem- Anna fecure thall fleep : 
eth him ‘good. Her little heart no pangs thal} know, 
Tho’ fin, earth, and hell, your peace Her eyes no more {hall weep. | 
fl fhould molett, Some pitying angel view’d the fair, | 
His faithfulnefs tell, who knows what | In innocence array’d, 
. is beft : | [aloud, | And fnatch’d her from ‘each future fnare 
| _ While tried with temptation, yet publish | A guilty world had laid, | | 
yc ‘Tis the Lord; let him do what feem- | of 
ae | all tremble as they rife, | 
(Per become morals | This lovely faint, without diftruft, 
‘He'll ne’er forfake thofe who on him} Shall fmiling lift her eyes. 
ae You then may declare, while their ma- | Let forrow, for her early doom, 
lice is fhew'd, : | No more in filence figh 5 
* *Tis the Lord; let him do what feem- | And Hope, that points beyond the tomby — 


eth him good.” Bid ev’ry tear be 
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MEMOIRS OF THOMAS 


Bates’s Works, p.7 


iat was b 
1622. After he had been trained u 


the country fchools, he was fent to 
which Dr 
he had tal 
Cambridge, and was of Emanu 
jome time fellow of Trinity, anc 
flourifhing fociety: he came to L 
foon after minifter of Ludgate pa 
till he was turned out in 1662. H 
aiter his ejyectment, but being ret 
the Counteis Dowager of Exeter, 
3ridgewater, he was covered from 
a cancerous humour (that put him 
which he bore with invincible pati 
the Countefs of Exeter’s houfe, 

fixty-fixth year of his age, leavin 


> 


HY. 


TACOMBy D:D. 


| 
| 


s born near Melton Mowbray, in Leicefterfhire, 


in wrammar learning at 
Magdalen-hail, Oxon, of 


. Wilkinfon, the elder, was then principal. When 
cen the degree of bacheldr of arts, he removed to | 


| College. He was for 
1 much efteemed in that | 
ondon in 1647, and was | 
rifh, where he continued _ 
le met with fome trouble | 
ceived into the family of 


his enemies. He died of 
| to the moft acute pain, 
ence and refignation), in 


March 27, 1687, in the 


r behind him an incom- 


parable library of the mott valuable books, in all parts of 
learning; which was afterwards fold by auction for 1300]. — 
Fle lett behind him a Commentary jon the firft four Verfes of — 
h Chapter of the Epiftle to the Romans, quarto—A 
of Floly Dedication, both perfonal and domeftic, 
ondon 


N 


the cight 
Treatite 
written after the fire of L 


and recommended to the 
CLULCNSy 


daughter of the Earl of 


THE. 
| | 

AZINC 

| 
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 demptton. 
their abfolute want of Chrift, that with flaming affections 
they might come to him, and “ from his fulnefs receive di- 
-“ vine grace.” This is to water the tree at the root, where- 
by it becomes flourifhing and fruitful; whereas the laying 


citizens, after their return to their rebuilt habitations—and _ 


other tracts.* 
_ His funeral fermon was preached by Dr. Bates, from John 


. xii. 26. Having illuftrated and improved the text, he gives 


the following account of Dr. Jacomb. 


He was fo univerfally known, efteemed, and beloved in 
this city, that his name is a noble and lafting eulogy. I fhall 


not give an account of the time he {pent in Cambridge, 
where he was fellow of Trinity College, and worthil 

efteemed in that flourifhing fociety; but confine my difcourfe 
to his miniftry in London. M@re the divine providence dif- 
pofed him into the family®of a right honourable perfon, to 
whom he was.defervedly véry accepfable, and whofe real and 


moft noble favours conferred upon him, were only to be 
equalled by his grateful and ‘hie 


€are to promote ferious religion in her family. 


-refpects, and his conftan 


j 


He wasa fervant of Chriit in the moft peculiar and facred | 
relation: and he was true to his title, both in his doétrine 
and in his life. He was an excellent preacher of the gofpel, — 
and had a happy art of conveying faving truths into the 


minds and hearts of men. 


He did not entertain his hearers with curiofities, but with 
_ fpiritual food: he difpenfed the bread of life, whofe vital 
fweetneis, 2nd nourifhing virtue, is both produétive and pre-_ 


fervative of the life of fouls. He preached “ Chrift crucified, 


our only wifdom and righteoufnefs, fanétification and re- 


His great defign was to convince finners of 


down of moral rules for the exercife of virtue, and fubduing 


vicious affections, without directing men to derive {piritual 
itrength by prayer, and in the ufe of divine ordinances, from 
the Mediator, the fountain of all grace, and without repre- 
fenting his love as the moft powerful motive and obligation to . 
obedience, is but pure philofophy, and the higheft effect of it- 
_ is but umregenerate morality. In fhort, his fermons were 
_. Clear, and folid, and affectionate. He dipped his words in his 
foul, in warm affections, and breathed an holy fire into the 
breafts of his hearers: of this many ferious and judicious 


* A Funeral Sermon for Mr. Thomas Cafe, with a Narrative of his Life and | 
» Kc. p. 45, 46. and Continuation, p. 65. Mr. 


Death, &c. Calamy’s Account 
Neal's Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 579. 
perfons 
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nerfons can give teftimony, who fo long attended upon his 
miniftry with delight and proht. 
"His conftant diligence in the fervice of Chrift, was becom~ 
ing his zeal for the glory of his Mafter, and his love to the 
fouls of men. He preached thrice a week, whilft he had 
opportunity and ftrength. He efteemed his-labour in his 
facred office, both his higheft honour and pleafure. | | 
At the firff appearance of an ulcer in his mouth, which he 
was told to be cancerous, he was obferved to be not much , 
concerned about it, than as it was likely to hinder | his 
preaching, that was his delightful work: and when he enjoyed 
eafe, and after wafting fieknefStyas reftored to fome degrees — 
of ftrength, he joyful his duty. Nay, when 
his pains were tolerable 


was his beft anodyne, 


~ 


when others failed: and @ftem*fiis preaching, the reflection 
upon the divine goodnefs that enabled him for the difcharge 
of the fervice, was a great relief of his pains | 
His life was fuitable to his holy profeffion. His fermons 
were printed in a fair and lively character in his converfation. — 
He was an example to believers, in Tr in “ converfation, 
“ in charity, in {pirit, in faith, in purity.” I Tian iv.(¥2.'|| || 
_ He was of a ftayed mind and temperate paffions, and mode- 
rate incounfels. In the managing of| affairs of concernment, — 
he was not vehement and confident, not impofing and over- - 
_ bearing, but was receptive of advice, and yielding |to rea- 
His compafionate ¢harity and beneficence was very con- 
f{picuous amongft his other graces. His heart was given to 
God, and his relieving beneficent hand to the living images - 
of God, whofe prefling wants he refented with tender aftec- 


tions, and was very inftiumental for their fupplies. 
And as his life, fo his death adorned the gofpel, which was 
fo exemplary to others, and fo gracious and comfortable to 
himfelf. The words of men leaving the world, make ufually 
the deepeit impreffions, being fpoken moft feelingly, and 
- with leaft affectation. Death reveals the fecret of mén’s 
hearts; and the teftimony that dying faints give, how gracious 
a matter they have ferved, how fweet his fervice has been to 
their fouls, has a mighty influence upon thofe about them. 
Now the deportment and expreffions of this fervant of Chrift, - 
in his long languifhing condition, were fo holy and heavenly, 
that though his Jife had been very ufeful, yet he more glorified 
God dying than living. 
When he was fummoned by painful ficknefs, his firft work 
‘was. to yield himfelf with refigned fubmiffion to the will of 
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God. “When a dear friend of his firft vif ted d him, he f faid, 

_ € Tam inthe ufe of means, but I think my appointed time 
+ js come, that I muft die: if my life might be ferviceable | 
to convert or build up one foul, [ fhould be content to | 
€ Jive ; but if God hath no work for me to do, here I am, 

-- €Jet him do with me as he pleafeth : but to be with Chrift 

is beft of all.’ Another time he told the fame perfon, 

¢ That now it was vifible it was a determined cafe: God 
‘ would not hear. the prayer to blefs the means of his reco- 
¢ very, therefore defired his friend to be willing to refign 
= to God, faying, ‘ It wilkwi6fbe long before we meet in 
¢ heaven, never to part mgfe, and there we fhall be perfectly 
¢ happy: there neither your doubts and fears, nor my pains 
© and forrows, fhall follow@is, nor our fins, which is.beft of 
¢ all.’ After a long continvanee in his languifhing condi- 
‘tion, without any fenfible alteration, being afked how. he 
did, he replicd, ‘I lie here, but get no ground for heaven 
orearth.’ Upon which one faid, Yes, in your preparations - 
for heaven. ‘ Oyes,’ faid he, ¢ there I fenfibly get ground, | 
© blefs God!’ | 
An humble fubmiffion to the divine pleafure, was the 
habitual frame of his foul: like a die that, thrown high or 
. low, always falls upon it’s fquare: thus, whether hope of 
his recovery were raifed or funk, he was content in every ) 
difpenfation of providence. . 
His patience under fharp and continuing pains was ad- | oa 
mirable. The moft difficult part of a Chriftian’s duty, the 
— Sublimeft degree of holiness upon earth, is to bear tormenting 
Le pa with a meek and quiet fpirit. Then ** faith is made 
«¢ perfe&t in works:” and this was eminently verified in his — 
long trial. His pains were very fevere, proceeding from a 
cancerous humour, that fpread itfelf in his joints, and 
_ preyed upon the tendereft membranes, the moft fenfible 
‘parts; yethis patience was invincible. How many reftlefs 
nights did he pafs through, without the leatt murmuring, or 
reluGtancy of fpirit. . 
_. He patiently fuffered very grievous things, ‘¢ through 
“ae Chrift that ftrengthened him ;” and in his mot afflicted 
condition was thankful. 
‘But what difeafe or death could ditturb the bleffed com- — 
pofure of his foul, which was kept by ‘* the peace of God, | 


that paffes all underftanding Such was the divine 
mercy, he had no anxietics about his future ftate, but a 
| comfortable 
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comfortable affurance of the favour of God, and his title to 


the eternal inheritance. 


~ He had a fubftantial double joy, in the refle@tion upon 
his life {pent in: the faithful fervice of Chrift, and the prof- 
pect of a bleffed eternity ready to receive him. This made — 


him long to be above. He faid with fome regret, ‘ Death 


© flies from me: I make no hafte to my Father's houfe.” 
But the wife and gracious God, ** having tried his faithful | 
‘< fervant, gave him the crown of life, which he hath pro-— 
‘© mifed to thofe that love him.” Jamesi. 12. His body, ~ 
that poor relic of frailty, is committed in truft to the grave: — 
his foul fees the ** face of God in righteoufnefs, and is 
fatisfied with his likenefs.” .Pfal. xvii. 15. 
The hope of this fhould allay the forrows of his deareft © 
friends. When the perfons. we love, and have lived with, | 
are to be abfent.a few months, it is grievous; but at the 


jaft lamenting feparation, all the fprings of. our tender 


affeftions are opened, and forrows are ready to overwhelm — 
us. But the ftedfaft belief of the divine world, and that 
our friends are fafely arrived thither, is able to fupport our 
fainting fpirits under all our forrows. The truth is, we 
have reafon to lay to heart the difpleafure of God, and our 
own lofs, when fis faithful minifters are taken away. 
When the holy lights of heaven are eclipfed, it portends 


| 


fad things; when the faints are removed from earth to 
heaven, their fouls freed from the interpofition of their dark 


bodies, they truly live; but we that remain, die, being 


deprived of their holy lives, their examples, that are a pre- 


fervative from the contagion of the world. A due fenfe of 
God’s afflifting providence, is becoming us; but always 
allayed with hope of our being reunited with our dearett 


friends for ever, in the better world. O that our ferious 


: preparations, our lively hopes, and | the prefence of the great 
Comforter in our fouls, may encourage us moft willingly te — 
leave this lower world, fo full of temptations and trouble, 


to afcend into the world above, | where perfect peace, full 


joy, and the moft excellent glory, are in conjunction for 


ever. | 
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BAPTIST HISTORY. 
VAN ACCOUNT OF MR. THOMAS GRANTHAM, 
Continued from page 53. 


Hiftory of the Englif Baptifs, ps "9. 


N.B. Vol. ii. was, by miftake, in No. 2, onia for vol. iii. 


the year 166ai8 Mr. was taken : 


and ‘carried Lioie a magi(trate, who bound him over to th 
affizes held for the county of Lincoln, and the Baptifts wer 
forely harrafied, with the levies of 201. per month for not. 
going to the eftablithed church. Whereupon this chure 
refolved by a petition to f{pread their cafe before the king, 
humbly imploring his grace and favour, and to be relieve 
from thofe fevere opprefiions. -Purfuant to this refolution, 


Mr. Jofeph Wright, who, being admitted into the king’s 
prefence, declared their grievances to him, and prefented to: 
him their Brief Confeffion, or Declaration of Faith, fet. 
forth by the Baptized Churches, to inform all Men of their 
innocent Belief, and Praétice, anno 1661. 

The king received their petition, and the declaration of | 
faith, treated the meffengers very courteoufly, protefted | 

againit the cruelty exercifed on them by their enemies, and_ 
-promifed them that they fhould have their liberties, and 
-accordingjy fet forth his declaration in their favour, the 
26th of December followirig ; and thcy who had been in- 


be dicted for religion, were, at the next feflions or affizes, 


acquitted in open court, to the fhame and vexation of their 


enemies, who were upon thebench. | 


When the conventicle A&t took place, another perfecution 
came upon the churches, and foldiers were fent to difarm 
thofe that diffented from the eflablifhed church. And 
_ though they could not find any arms in the poffeffion of the 
_, Baptifts, yet they rifled their houfes and took away their 
_ goods, and forced Mr. Grantham, Mr. John Gree, and 
| feveral others, away from their wives and families, making 
| them run along like lacqueys by their horfes fides ; 3 nor would 


mad 


they chofe two meffengers, viz. Mr. Thomas Grantham, and 
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thev tell them whither they defigned to lead them, nor 4 
whether they fhould be profecuted by law, or punifhed by 4 
force of arms. However, they were forced to go where the 
foldiers pleafed, who dragged them from town to town ; but ; 
night coming on, they put up at an inn, where they put their 3 
prifoners in a room not fit for) entertainment, and fo tied A 


‘them up all night, that they could take no reft; nor would ~ 
the foldiers take any themfelves, but fat up near them, — 
damning and fwearing, drinking and finging, making the. 
place like a hell to thofe devout and pious fouls; and when 
the morning came, they had them away to Louth, put them 
into the houfe of correction, and afterwards had them 
before the committee, where, inftead of charging them with 
any crimes, they fought, by enfnaring queftions, to pick up 
fomething to accufe them with; then tendered oaths to. 
them, and afked if they would |conform to the eftablithed 
worfhip of the church of England. And here, though 
many of the diffenting Paedo-baptifts turned, for fear of — 
fuffering ; yet the Baptifts had ftrength and courage enough | 
to ftand the trial, and fo three of |them, viz. Mr. Grantham, 
Mr. John Gree, and Mr. John Green, were by ftri@ com- 
mand fent to gaol, where they lay half a year. In which 
time the aflizes came on, and their enemies prevented their 
being heard at that time; but afterwards they were brought 
before the juftices at the quarter feffions, where the bench 
refufed to own them, or proceed to hear their caufe. Upon | 
which the fheriff faid, that as he had fhewed them in open — 
court, he was free trom nis charge, and fo they were all fet 
at liberty. 
Soon after this, the enemies of Mr. Grantham attempted 
his ruin, by bringing an action againit him of one hundred® 
_ pounds, under a pretence that he, with force of arms, did’ 
beat, and uncivilly entreat, the wife of a certain perton, and) 
Bor no other reafon, but becaufe he had baptized her. 
But, to the fhame of his proftcutors, the caufe at the 
next athzes was thrown out of court; aS a malicious pro-- 
fecution. | 


: Upon his Majefty’s indulgence, fet forth by a declaration, 
in March 1671, grant’ng liberty 


107 to the Diffenters to meet. 
and worfhip God according to the light of their coniciences, 


without reftraint or difturbance, provided their teachers were 


licenfed, their doors fet open, and preached no -fedition aT j 
Grantham, with another mefienger, was fent by the 
in Lincolnthise, to wait upon lis Majefty, with aa 
humble 
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-voured to obtain peace and brotherly concord with them, | 
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humble addrefs, or remonftrance: in which, after praife te 


Almighty God, with thanks to his Majefty for the indulgence _ 


he was gracioufly pleafed to grant them, of holding public 
afiemblies for the worfhip of God, they fet forth, wherein 


_ they thought his royal declaration infringed that liberty, 
which as Chriftians they had a right to; and befeeching him 
to leave them to the light of fcripture, with refpect to the 


exercife of thofe fpiritual gifts of prayer, and preaching in 
their affemblies, according to their abilities, for the edification 
of the church, where gifts are free; that they fhould conti- 
nue in this practice, till they obtain his permiffion; afluring 


his Majefty, that no lefs liberty than the fcriptures exprefs, 
_ would fatisfy the church of God. And then they concluded | 
- | with thanks to his Majefty forall his lenity; praying that 
God would magnify grace in his princely foul, that whilft 
| he reigned here on earth, he might excel in all true honour, 


and after this life enjoy a crown of immortality, and a throne 
glory in heaven. 
- ‘The fteadinefs, zeal, and piety of the Baptifts in Lincoln- 


| ‘Shire, created them many enemies, who endeavoured to op- 


prefs them to the uttermoft. They wrote in vindication of 


| themfelves a {mall piece that was never publifhed, intitled, 
‘The Baptiits’ Complaint againft the perfecuting Priefts, 


_ &e. This was drawn up by Mr. Grantham, and introduced 


thus: 
“ Although we acknowledge ourfelves fundry ways obliged 
to honour many of the learned of the church of’ England ; 


yet fecing fome of them are fo evidently of a perfecuting - 


cuting us themfelves, and by ftirring up thofe that! are in 
authority to trouble us, by imprifonment and feizure of our 
goods, we are therefore conftrained to exhibit this our juft 
complaint; and the rather, becaufe we have faithfully endea- 


-dpirit, as that they daily feek our utter ruin, both by perfe- | 


both by our friendly deportment, and by propofing in a more 


| public manner, fuch things in our Friendly Epiftle to the 


our Apology for the Baptized Believers, as does, we truft, 
fufficiently evidence, that there is nothing more dear to us 


| than truth, and peace “ with all that call on the name of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift.” 


“< 'T’o complain againft any out of a peevifh humour, or 
as murmuring at their profperity, becaufe we cannot have 
our own wills, is a temper below a Chriftian. But to com- 


part 


| 


| Bithops and Minifters of the Church of England, as alfo in 


plain againft malicious, debauched, and cruel practices, 
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part of the work of thofe, who are to bear a teftimony for 
God. After Job had fuffered 7 things from the Chal- 
deans, who f{poiled him of his fubftance, he makes his — 
moan thus: ‘ Even to-day is my complaint bitter: my ftroke 
“is heavier than my groaning.” Job. xxiii. 2. And the 
-Pfalmift thus: “I poured out. my complaint before him, 1 

“ fhewed before him my trouble: there was no man that 
~ © would know me, no man cared for my foul. In the way 

“ wherein I walked, have they privily laid a fnare for me.’ 
Pfalm cxlii. 3, 4. And Job, again, “ As for me, is my com=— 
“ plaint to man? And if it were fo, why fhould not my 
“ {pisit be troubled?” 
_. © Now, our cafe being, as we believe, much like the cafe — 
of thefe good men, we doalfo make our juft cgmplaint; that — 
we live among thofe, who by their place fhould be men of 
peace and meeknefs, but are far otherwile, fo haughty, a man — 
can fcarce tell how to fpeak to them; and when we {peak of 
truth and peace, they are for war, bitterly calling us damned 
fanatics and heretics, even in their sa only becaufe we 
diflent from them in fome things which the moft learned 
confefs have neither precept nor precedent in the word of 
' © We have borne the unkind ufage of many of our coun- 
trymen, and of perfecuting ial particular, for more 
than thirty years. For in the time of Cromwell’s ufurpation, 
they did then hale us before the judgment-feats, becaufe we 
could not worfhip God after the will of their Lord Pro- 
tector, for fo they ftiled him in their articles againft us. And 
we had then our goods taken away, and never reftored to 

« And left the reader fhould hete fuppofe we provoked 
thefe men, by withholding their dues, let him know, that we 
gave them their demands as well as any, and perhaps from 
better principles than fome others. For we confider, that 
when we either hire, or purchafe land, the tenth is excepted, 
and fo not ours. But yet, it is alfo to be confidered, that 
they were not given to maintain men in drunkennefs, lording, 
perfecuting, and ruining fuch as fear God, merely becaufe 
they diffent from them in the things aforefaid. Yet thus goes 
the bufinefs in thefe days; by which unreafonable practices, 
they outdo the falfe prophets which were of old; for they 
_ prepared war againft thofe as did not put into their mouths 
but thefe devour thofe that labour to maintain them. : 
_ “Nor fhall we as yet make a particular rehearfal of the 
fufferings of the baptized believers in this nation, having 


learned 
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learned with Jerome to fay, ‘If at any time, for the com- 
_ mandment of God, and the verity of faith, the priefts, or 
falfe prophets, or foolifh people, be angry with us, let us not 
__ efteem or make any account of it, but let us keep the com- 
-mandments of God; not thinking on our troubles which are 
prefent, but beholding the goodnefs to come.’ Let it fuffice, 
then, that we briefly touch or reflect upon the things which 
have come upon us in one county only (Lincoln), though we 
be but few in number, and generally poor men, becaufe there 
may be amore general account of thefe things tranfmitted to 
“4. We have fuftained not lefs than the imprifonment of _ 
one hundred perfons, fome by the writ de capiendo, others 
by the writ gui tam ; fome for hearing, others for preaching, 
the word of God; not any man amongft us being any ways 
concernéd in plotting, or ariy mifdemeanor, againft our Lord 
the King; for which we give thanks to God, with prayer, 
that he may havea Jong and happy reign over us. | 
2, “We have borne. the trial of no lefs than three hun- 
dred levies, fome for fixty, forty, twenty, and ten pounds, 
fome for two pence per week, which, by the often repetition 
_of them, have weakened many poor men, and caufed fome to 
remove their habitations. 
'. © 3, Indiétments at the affizes, and feffions, upon the | 
ftatute for two pence per week, and twenty pounds per month, 
we have had the trial of not lefs than a thoufand, which has 
been no fmall charge to thofe who have been profecuted 
Prefentments, and,excommunications in the com-_ 
miflary courts, we have had fome hundreds, to the great 
prejudice, as weil as charge, of many of us; with many. 
other particular vexations from private perfons, not here to 
be inferted. And yet, we truft, we may humbly ufe the words | 
of the Pialmiit: “ All this is come upon us, yet have we not 


aA 


** forgotten thee; neither have we dealt deceitfully in thy i 


“covenant.” Pfalm xliv. 17, 18. But thefe things have 
gontributed, in general, to our more full affurance that the 
truth is with us, in the things ‘wherein we diflent from thofe 
_ who perfecute us. And in this holy confidence we hope to _ 
“ pafs through the valley of the fhadow of death,” if our 
God thall cail us to it. For we believe, and are fure, to 
perfecute is no mark of the true church, but to fuffer perfe- 
cution is fo; and that that religion is not worth profeffing in 
a time of peace, which is not worth owning in the time of 
the createft trouble.” . 


They 
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They obferved that two ftrange doétrines were fpread - 


abroad in their day, viz. That there was no fuch thing as 
paffive obedience for the caufe of religion. “That kings are fo 
far infallible, as that what religion they eftablifh is the true 
worfhip of God in their dominions. Strange doctrines in- 
deed! and the better to propagate them, they were thruft 


into their common almanacks, and very much enlarged upon. — 
To thefe doétrines they replied, that the firft could not be 


true, becaufe it condemned the generation of the juft in all 


ages, from righteous Abel to the prefent day ; who, it is cer- 


tain, did fuffer all kinds of torment for the caufe of religion, 
and committed themfelves therein to Almighty God “ in well- 
“ doing, as into the hands of a faithful Creator.” And alfo 


that it did condemn the Lord of life and glory himfelf, “ who 


“ learned obedience by the things which he fuffered.”” And 


further that it did condemn the doctrine of the gofpel, which 
teacheth all Chriftians to fuffer patiently, afluring the pro- 


feflors of it, “ that all that will live godly in Chrift Jefus, 


“ muft fuffer perfecution, and that they muft through many > 


“tribulations enter into the kingdom of God.” Neither 


could the fecond doétrine be true, fay they, unlefs truth and 


falfechood be the fame thing, when diverfified only in _refpeét 
of place, For do not fome kings eftablifh heathen idolatry, 


or the worfhip of falfe and many gods, fome Turcifm, fome 
-Popery, and fome the Proteftant religion? Are not thefe 


religions in many things palpably contradictory? And is it 


poflible for all thefe to be the true worfhip of God? Sure 


the very mention of fuch doctrines as thefe is a fufficient con- 


-futation of them? | | | 
‘What is here faid of the Baptifts in Lincolnfhire, may 


very well be afcribed to Mr. Grantham, as the perfon who 
greatly encouraged the churches under their fufferings, and 


‘chiefly directed them in all their proceedings. He wrote and — 


publifhed a book, entitled, The Pzeto-baptifts? Apology for 


the Baptized Churches, being certain extraéts. from their 
writings; by whofe teftimonies it appears, that tie Baptifts’ 
mode and {ubject of baptifm is the moft ancient and apofto- — 


lical; and that infant baptifin is a noveity ; and contequently 


that the fufferings the Baptifts were under, were no lefs their 


glory, than the fhame of their perfecutors. But the book I 


i 


[Jn cur next foal] be inferted the Confeffion, or Declaration of 


Faith, which Mr. Grantham put into the hands of King — 


Charles I]. 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


THE CONVERSION OF SAUL OF TARSUS, AFe« 


 TERWARDS PAUL THE APOSTLE, A COMPLETE 
PROOF OF THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF CHRIS- 


| Tuat Saul, from being a zealous perfecutor of the dif. 


ciples of Chrift, became, all at once, a difciple himfelf, is a 


fact which cannot be controverted without overturning the 


credit of all hiftory. He muft therefore have been converted | 


in the miraculgus manner as he himfclf faid he was ; and, of 


courfe, the Chriftian Religion muft be a Divine Revelation ; | 


or he mult have been either an impoffor, an enthufiaf?, or a 
dupe to the fraud of others. ‘There is no other alternative 

Tf he was an impoffor, who declared what he knew to be 
_ falfe, he muft have been induced to a& that part by fome 


motive, But the only conceivable motives for religious | 
impofture are, the hopes of advancing one’s temporal intereft, 


credit, er power; or the profpect of gratifying fome paffion, 
or appetite, under the authority of the newreligion. That 


none of thefe could be Saul’s motive for profefling the faith © 


of Chrift crucified, is plain from the ftate of Judaifm and 


_ Chriftianity, at the period of his forfaking the former and — 


embracing the latter faith. Thofe whom he left were the 
difpofers of wealth, of dignity, of power, in Judea: thofe 


to whom he went were indigent men, opprefied, and kept 


from all means of improving their fortunes. The certain 
confequence, therefore, of his taking the part of Chriftianity 


was the lofs, not only of all that he poffeffed, but of all | 


hopes of acquiring more: whereas, by continuing to perfe- 
cute the Chriftians, he had hopes, rifing almoft toja certainty, 
of making his fortune, by the favour of thofe who were at 
the head of the Jewifh ftate, to whom nothing could fo 


much recommend him, as the zeal which he had fhewn in 


that perfecution. As to credit, or reputation, could the 


fcholar of Gamalie] hope to gain either by becoming a_ 


teacher in a college of fifhermen? Could he flatter himfelf 
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that the doétrine which he taught could, either in or out of 
Judea, do him honour, when he knew that ** 1t was to the 
a ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolifhnefs 
Was it then the love of power that induced him to make 
‘this great change? Power! over whom? Over a flock of 
fheep, whom he himfelf had endeavoured to deftroy, and 
whofe very Shepherd had lately been murdered! Perhaps 1t 
was with the view of gratifying fome) licentious paffion, — 
under the authority of the new religion, that he commenced _ 
a teacher of that religion? This cannot be alledged: for 
his writings breathe nothing but the fublimeft piety, the 
firicteft morality, the moft univerfal benevolence, obedience 
to magiftrates, order, and government, with the utmoft ab- 
horrence of al] licentioufnefs, idlenefs, or loofe behaviour, — 
under the cloke of religion. We no where read in his 
works, that faints are above moral ordinances ;—that domi- 
nion is founded in grace ;—that there is no difference in 
moral actions ;—that any impulfe of the mind is to direét us 
againft the light of our reafon, and the laws of nature ;—or 
any of thofe-wicked tenets by which the peace of fociety has 
been often difturbed, and the rules of morality often broken, 
by men pretending to a¢t under the influence of a divine 
impulfe, or the fanétion of an immediate divine revelation. 
He makes no diftinctions, like the impoflor of Arabia, in — 
: favour of himfelf; nor does any part of| his life, either — 
before or after his converfion to Chriftianity, difcover a 
| --— jibertine difpofition. As among the Jews, fo among the 
Chriftians, his converfation and manners were blamelJefs.— 
It has been fometimes objeGed to the other apottles, by thofe 
me who were refolved not to credit their teftimony, that, having 
_ been deeply engaged with Jefus during his life, they were 
| _ obliged, for the fupport of their own credit, and from. having 
| gone too far to return, to continue the fame profeffions after 
| his death ; but this can by no means be faid of Paul. On 
the contrary, whatever force there may be in that way of 
-reafoning, it all tends to convince us, that Paul muf natu- 
_ rally have continued a Jew, and an enemy to Jefus. If 
_ they were engaged on one fide, he was as flrengly engaged on | 
the other. If fhame withheld them from changing fides, — 


much more ought it to have ftopped him; who, from his _ 
fuperior education, muft have been vaftly more fenfible to 
_ that kind of fhame than the mean and illiterate fithermen of _ 
that they, by quitting | 
» might have preferved themfelves; 
whereas 


Galilee. The only other difference was, 
their Mafter after his death 
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- whereas he, by quitting the Jews, and taking up ee crofs of 
-Chrift, certainly brought on his own deftru@tion. 
As Paul was not an impoffor, fo it is plain he was not an 
enthufiaft. Heat of temper, melancholy, ignorance, and 
vanity, are the ingredients of which enthufiafm is compofed ; 
but from all thefe, except the firft, the apofle appears to 
have been wholly free. That he had great fervour of zeal, 
both when a Jew and when a Chriftian, in maintaining what 
he thought to be right, cannot be deried ; but he was at all 
- times fo much matter of his temper, as, in matters of indif- 
ference, to ‘* become all things to all men,’ > with the mott 
pliant condefcenfion, bending his notions and manners to 
their’s, as far as his duty to God would permit ; a conduét 
compatible neither with the ftiffnefs of a bigot, nor with 
the violent impulfcs of fanatical delufion, That he was not 
melancholy, is plain from his conduct in embracing every 
method which prudence could fuggeft, to efcape danger, and 
fhun perfecution, when he could do it without betraying the 
duty of his office, or the honour of his God. A melan- 
choly. enthufiatt courts perfecution ; and. when he cannot 
obtain it, affli€ts himfelf with abfurd penances: but the 
holinefs of Paul confifted only in the fimplicity ofsa godly 
life, and in the unwearicd performance of his apoftolical 
duties. That he was fenorant, no man will alledge, who — 
is not grofsly ignorant himfelf ; for he appears to have been | 
mafter not only of the Jewith learning, but alfo of the Greek 
philofophy, and to have been very converfant even with the 
Greek poets. ‘That he was not credulous, is plain from his 
having refifted the evidence of all the miracles performed on 
earth by Chrift, as well as thofe that were afterward per- 
formed by the apoftless . to the fame of which, as he lived | 
in Jerufalem, he could not poflibly have been a pen a 
ay _ And that he was as free from vanity as any man that ever 
_ lived, may be gathered ffom a!! that we fee in his writings, 
or know of his life. He reprefents himfelf as the leaft of 
the apofiles, and not meet to be called an apoftle. He calls if 
himfelf the chief of finners, and prefers, in the ftrongeft 
terms, univerfal benevolence, faith, and ineliod and 
miracles, and all the gifts and graces with which he could 
be endowed. Is this the language of vanity or enthufiafm ? 
Did ever a fanatic prefer virtue to his own religious opinions, 
to illuminations of the Apinit, and even : to the merit of 
Mastyrdomf 
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Having thus fhewn that Paul was neither an smpoffor nor 


an enthufiaft, it remains only to be enquired, whether he was 
deceived by the fraud of others; but this enquiry needs not be” 


long, for who was to deceive him? A few illiterate fifher- 


men of Galilee? It was morally impoffible for fuch men to 
conceive the thought of turhing the moft enlightened of their + 


opponents, and the cruelleft of - their perfecutors, into an 


-apoftle, and to do this by a fraud in the very inftant of his 


greateft fury againft them and their Lord. But could-they 
have been fo extravagant as to conceive fuch a thought, it 


was phyjfically impoffible for them to execute it in the manner 


in which we find his converfion to have been effeéted. 
Could they produce alight in the air, which at- midnight was 
brighter than the fun? Could they make Saul hear words 
from that light which were not heard by the reft of the 
company’ Could they make him bhind for three days after 
that vifion, and then make fcales fall off from his eyes, and 


reftore him to fight by a word? Or, could they make him, 
and thofe who travelled with him, believe, that all thefe 
things had happened, if they had not happened? Moft un- 


gueftionably i fraud was equal to all this. 

Since, then, Paul was neither an impoffor, an enthufiafts 
nor deceived by the fraud of others, it follows, that his con- 
verfion was miraculous, and that the Chriftian religion is a 


divine revelation. See Medical Extraéts. Alfo, Lyttelton’s. 


Obfervations on the Converfion of St. Paul; a treatife, fays 


Dr. Johnfon, truly, to which infidelity has riever been able te 
fabricate a fpecious anfwer ; and of which the above may be 


confidered and imperfe& abridgment. F. 
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No. H. 


works or tHE LORD are GREAT, SOUGHT OUT. 


OF ALL THEM THAT HAVE PLEASURE THEREIN.” 


EUSEBES JUVENIS. 


UV. The time that we have been detained at breakfaft, 
Sir, has appeared very long. I was impatient to hear what 
farther particulars you will favour me with on the fubject of _ 


Light. You will now, I hope, refume the converfation, and 
proceed in your review of it’s principal properties. _ 
Eufeb. Reflexibility has been already mentioned as an 


- Important property of light. It’s great ufefulnefs, however, 


demands a little more attention. 


me in forming a juft idea of .this property? 


Euf. Apropos. Do you not fee that boy on the caufe- 
way amufing with his trap-ball? You obferve, 


furface, are refle&ted, or beaten back, in the fame manner as 
fame laws in reflection as have been juft noticed in the 
reboundings of the ball. 
Many valuable advantages are the confequences of this 
property. We have feen that the fight of all objects, 
except luminous ones, is produced by reflection. Were all 


| narys 


DAVID. 


Juv. Cannot you, Sir, by fome familiar illuftration, affift 


when he throws it againft the pavement it flies back again. 

_ If he drop it plumb down, it rifes dire€tly upwards; but, — 

‘when he throws it in a flanting direction, it rebounds ina _ 
| tine equally flanting on the contrary fide. This rebounding 
of the ball, when applied to light, is called reflection. The 

_ particles compofing a 7 of light, when they fall on any 


the ball when thrown again{ft the ftones; and obferve the 


the rays that flow from the fun abforbed by the firft furface 
on which thev fell, none cou!d reach the eye, but fuch as. 
came in arigot line from it. very thing elfe would be 
* anvifible. When we looked direétly at that glorious lumi- 
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nary, we fhould, indeed, be dazzled with it’s {plendour : but 
as foon as we turned our eyes afide, though ever fo little, all 


would be thick darknefs. How good, and how wife, then, 


is this difpofition of the God of nature! who, by endowing 
light with this quality, and furrounding the earth with air, 
has made one fun enlighten man’s habitation, in a manner fu- 
perior, far fuperior, to what ten thoufand would have done, 
without this fimple and elegant contrivance. And fuch is 

_ the economy of nature, that at the fame time that the air, by 
reflecting the light from it’s watery particles, diffufes that in- 
valuable bleffing into every corner, itanfwers many other im- 


portant purpofes, effential to human life. To reflection alfo 


we are indebted for that agreeable fubftitute for the day, the 
moonlight. |For the moon itfelf is a dark body, but, being 
expofed to the fun, receives it’s rays and reflects them to us. 
Thus the gloom of night is difpelled, and we enjoy a com- 
fortable opportunity of difcharging many of the duties of life. 
The affiftance too that the ladies’ derive from _looking~ 
glafles, with all the various optical ufes of mirrors, might be 
added here; but I wave thefe, and many other advantages 
‘with which the all- wife Creator hath favoured us by means 
of reflection, and proceed to take notice 1 another ufeful 
and remarkable’ property of light. 


| planation of the manner in which mirrors act. Hitherto I 
have had a confufed idea, that they were the only furfaces that 


all bodies reflect it, and are thereby rendered vifible. I am 
therefore at a lofs to imagine in what refpects mirrors differ 
from other furfaces ; and, why all furfaces do not act as mir- 
rors. 
_ Euf. The furfaces of all rough and unpolifhed bodies, 
are compofed of a vaft number of protuberances, or little 
_ lumps, which, like fo many hillocks, rife up jin every part: 


which they were laft reflected. But when li¢ht falls on a 


ties to break it’s ranks, it is refle&ted in the fame order in 
which it fell. It muft confequently imprint on the eye, at 
the fame time, the image of the obje&t from which it fell, on 
the mirror, and of the mirror itfelf. Hence we obferve all 


polifh 
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Juv. Indulge me, Sir, before you proceed, with an ex | 


reflected the light ; but from your obfervations it appears that 


thefe hillocks difturb the regularity of the rays| that fall upon | 
them, and reflect them in a very different order from that in 
which they were received. ‘Thefe rays therefore convey to 
the mind no diftinct idea of any thing but of ha object from __ 


-_furface truly level and fmooth, as it meets with no irregulari- 
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polifhed furfaces act as mirrors, though the fame furfaces un- 
polifhed reflect nothing. 

Juv. Your explanation, Sir, is perfectly fatisfaStory. I 
thank you for ity and wait for your other remarks. 

Euf. We fhall, [ am afraid, have time only to mention 


ES another property of light, and that fhall be refrangibility. 


Juv. Ihave fometimes heard that long word : pray, Sir, 
what is it’s meaning ? 
Euf. Refraétion fignihes bending, and refrangibility, an 


-aptnefs to bend. But it’s application to light will be beft un- 
_derftood by an example. ‘Ihe coachman has juft ftopped to 


change horfes, and has, you fee, put his whip into the water- 
trough. Now remark the appearance of the whip. It feems_ 
to bend at the furface of the water upwards, from the fide 


of the trough on which it leans. But we know that it is 


ftraight; and this appearance of crookednefs is caufed by the 


real bending of the rays of light that proceed from that part 


of it, which is under water. “F or this and numberlefs other 
experiments prove that when a ray of light pafles out of a 
groffer matter into one more thin, or, what philofophers call, 
out of a denfer into a rarer medium, it is bent upwards from 


the furface of the denfe medium ; and on the contrary, when 


aray pafles out of a rarer into a denfer ‘medium, it 1s Bent : 
downwards. 
This may. be lediinily illuftrated and confirmed by a ba- 


- fon with a flower, or any other mark painted in the middle of 


the bottom. Stand fo far from the empty bafon, as juft to 


lofe fight of the flower through the intervention of the edge. 


Keep your eye ftill, and let another perfon pour fome water 


into ‘she bafon. You will, then, obferve the flower advance 


into fight. Let more water be poured in while you remain 
. at the fame diftance, the lower will appear to advance; and, 
when the bafon is full, will be feen at a confiderable diftance 
beyond the edge. If ‘the water be drawn out of the bafon, 
and neither you nor it alter your fituation, the flower will 


gradually withdraw out of fight, till, when the water is en- 


_tirely drawn out, it will again difappear. _ The reafon is ob- 


vious. ~The rays pafhng from the flower to the eye, when 
the bafon is einpty, are ftopped by the edge, and cannot 


reach the eye. But when water is poured in, the rays hav- 


ing to pafs out of a denfer medium, water, into’ a_ rarer, 


air, are bent upwards from the furface of the water, 


pafs over the edge of the bafon, and proceeding in that di- 


rection, ttrike the ght, and thus render the flower ifible. 
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Juv. This is a pretty experiment, and clearly proves that © 
rays pafling from a denfe into a rare medium are bent up- 
wards. Have you not, Sir, fome eafy method of fhewing 


that they are bent. downwards when they pafs in a contrary 
order? | 


Euf. Place an empty bafcn ona table, at a proper diftance 
from a lighted candle. Obferve upon what part of the bot- 

tom the fhadow of the bafon’s edge falls. Pour water into the 
bafon, and you will perceive that the fhadow will continu- 
ally recede from the point where it fell at firit, towards that 
fide on which the bafon ftands. For the rays paffing from 


the candle, proceed, when the bafon is empty, in ftrait lines 
over the fide to the bottom: but when it is filled with water, 
as they have then to pafs out of the air into water, which is 


much denfer, they are at it’s furface bent downwards, and 


muft therefore caufe the fhadow to fall nearer the fide. — 
Juv. I am much obliged to you, Sir, for your illuftra- 


‘tion. I believe [have now a tolerable idea of this fingular 


property; and {hall take the firft opportunity of trying thefe 


experiments. Will you now favour me witha fhort enume- 
ration of fome of the advantages which we enjoy from re- 


fraction? 
Euf. Amoneft the many bleffings which are beftowed 


upon us by tne refraction of light, colour may be reckoned — 


one of the moft important. As all things would be invifible 


without reflection, fo without refraction all would be colour- 
Jefs. Newton has fully afcertained the truth, that colours 


are only the fenfations produced in the mind by the different 
decrees of refraction of the rays that ftrike the eye. But 
this fubject is too curious, and too interefting, to enter upon 


at prefent. It may, however, be obferved, that the rainbow 


is at once a convincing proof of Newton’s theory, and a 
beautiful effect of refraction. ‘The rainbow is always feen 
in a watery cloud oppofite the fun; and is produced by the 


folar rays, which fall on the moift particles in the ¢loud, and, 


after various refractions, are reflected to the eye;) and thus 


caufe that noble arch, and beautiful variety of colour, which 


fil] every beholder with admiration. 
_Another ufeful confequence of this property is twilight. 
The rays of the fun, when he is below the horizon, ftrike on 


the top of our atmofphere, and are thence reflected to us. 
Hence we not only enjoy the prefence of the fun every day, 


before he rifes, and after he fets; but, as the higheft rays 


fooneft leave the fphere of refraction, ard the reft by due 


degrees, we are accommodated with an agreeable and eafy 


ia tranfition 
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tranfition, from glaring day to gloemy night. The oculift, 
too, and the optician, the mechanic and philofopher, avail 
themfelves of this ufetul property, in the conftruction. of 
their varied inftruments to affift the fight, and extend it far 
beyond it’s natural limits. 


But the coach ftops, and we 


Juv. Permit me firft, my dear Sir, to make my grateful 


acknowledgments for the favour of your inftructive conver. 
_fation, and to intreat you to indulge me with your company 


at my father’s houfe, a few hours, on your return through 


this village. 


-Euf. If circumftances permit, Juvenis, I fhall do it with 


much pleafure. In the mean time, let us admire that wif-_ 
dom which contrived fo fimple and fo effectual a plan of 


illuminating the habitation of his favoured creature man: 

let us adore that Power which firft executed the noble defign, 

and has, for fix thoufand years fupported it’s operations, 

and preferved them in their original perfection; and let us 

love that: goodnefs which prompted the Deity to furnifh us 

with fuch ufeful accommodations and fuch delightful enter- 
| | 


tainments. 
SACRO BOSCO. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
‘To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


| 4 FEW years ago, a young man was fent to me, in order 
to 


je a little inftructed in the important work of the miniftry, 
and'to be put in a way by which at his leifure moments he 
might be able to make further improvement by his own 
reading and ftudy. I therefore gave him the following rules 


for the regulation of his conduct. If you think them worthy 


of a place in your inftructive mifcellany, they are entirely at 


I, In every thing, by prayer and fupplication, with 
- thankfgiving, let your réqueft be made known unto God. 
Phil. iv. 6,7. This will have a tendency to bring your 
mind into an humble, teachable frame, and dependent pof- 
ture; and difpofe it to receive divine inftruction with the 
greater 
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of it, if you can fpare the time to purfue 1t. | 


} 


ereater readinefs. ‘This is of importance, if it do no more. 
But, this is the way to gain true wifdom | from above. | 
James i. §- 


2. In your ftudies, attend to only one 


A multiplicity of fubjects will confufe P sm mind, and hin- ai 
~ der your progrefs in improvement. 


importance till you have gained fome confiderable knowledge 


3. Inevery thing you efpoufe of a relig 


crept in through inattention to this one rule. 


portant matters which you read or hear; that they may be 
fixed in your mind; and that you may review them when 


4. Record (in a book prepared for the purpofe) all im- | | 


known fervice to you hereafter. | 


you have occafion or inclination. ‘This you will find of un- | 


5. Learn well the meaning and the extent of words. In 


order to this, read frequently and carefully a portion of fome 
good Diétionary. “The words which you do not underftand, | 
and thofe which you are wont to pronounce wrong, write | 
down (in a book for this purpofe) with the true accent and | 
fignification. A little perfeverance in this will be of great. 
advantage to you in thinking, reading, and fpeaking: | might) 


alfo add, in hearing. 


6. Endeavour to commit to memory a rich variety of 
- important paflages of fcripture; efpecially fuch as tend to 
confirm and to elucidate the leading doétrines of Chriftianity. 


This will be of great ufe when you have occafion to fpeak 


frequently on the fame fubjeéts to the fame hearers. It wil 
make old things appear ina new and pleafing light. == 


7- Be moft converfant with thofe fubjeéts which th 
Scriptures fet forth the moft frequently, and which are there 
reprefented of the greateft importance. Though all Scrip’ 
ture is “ given by infpiration of God, and is profitable 
oleae is not equally profitable to all. Thofe vailidies whic 

ave been of the moft ufe to yourfelf, will probably be fo to 
others. 

8. Ponder and examine things well, before you admit 
them as true; efpecially thofe which are controverted. 
When this is done fufficiently, record them, with the reafons 
for your opinion. ‘This may fave much future trouble, and 
perplexity, and be a mean to keep you from inconfiftency and 


ch 


_ abfurdity ; efpecially if you fometimes carefully review thefe 


fubjects. 
| Be 


thine at atime. | 
ive not up a point of | 
ous nature, never. 


be fatisfied without fome plain, properly applied, paflage of 
fcripture to fupport it. If viii. 20. Almoft all error has 
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cal, moral, and efpecially divine. A minifter of Jefus Chritt 


fhould know every thing. If this be impoffible, he fhould _ 
_ know as much as he can, of ‘thofe things which may enable 


him to be ufeful and inftructive to others. i 
ro. Endeavour to gain a good acquaintance with the 
great God, and with his Son Jefus Chrift, in their nature, 
chasathess. offices, and works. All knowledge fhort of this 
will leave you a perfect novice in theology. ““ This is life 


“ eternal.”” John xvil. 3. [his ts neceflary for your own 
comfort, eftablifhment, and animation. in Chriftianity ; and — 
this is peculiarly neceflary 1 for you as a pene of the gofpel 


to other men... 
a1. Ufe all proper means to haye your heart deeply 


affected with the worth of fouls, their perifhing ftate, the 
glorious ftnefs of the gofpel for their recovery and falvation, 


and the vaft importance of it’s being faithfully preached. 
Endeavour alfo to gain the good opinion of your fellow men, 
- by manifeiting a real, unvarying concern for the good of their 


fouls. If. you prejudice their minds againft you, your 


preaching will be to little purpofe. “tie that winneth fouls 


‘Ghard the fervile fear ‘of man. The fear of 
man will be fure to “ bring a fnare” with it. It is right to 


treat men with civility and refpect: it 1s wrong, and “efpe- 


cially in a minifter, to treat them otherwife. But, “ call 


»“noman Matter on earth, for one is your Matter, even 


»© Chrift.’ Treat men as your fellow-creatures: treat them 
-as you would like to be treated. If you act according to 
this rule, no man has a right to be offended ; and if he be, you 
need not regard it. You cannot pleafe all, without dif- 
pleafing your great Mafter Chrift. _ 

13. Let the word of Chrift dwell in you ‘richly, in all 
wifdom. This will have a tendency to make your own 
mind fpiritual and heavenly; and your converfation, your 


praying, and your preaching, edifying and profitable; for | 


“out of the abundance of the heart the mouth Apeaketh. 4 
But that cannot come out which ts not in | 

—Thefe rules: obferv'd, thro’ orace 
Will make you grow, will make you fhine ; P| 

But if you live in floth and ale, 
You’ ll be a novice all your days. 


, | co ‘ 


Q.: Be diligent to enrich your mind with a Jarge ftore of 
good ideas: hiftorical, geographical, natural, critical, politi- 
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A GENUINE LETTER TO A FR RIEND IN TROUBLE 
OF MIND, 


| 


DEAR FRIEND, | 
account of your troubles gives me confidprable | 
pain: happy {hall I be if God enable me to communicate 
comfort to your anxious mind. ithaut further preface, I 
would juft obferve, that I have many times been battled and 
diftreffed when have reafoned on paft experiences and on 
' prefent tan I have frequently been obliged to give up 
both thefe grounds, for there the adverfary has too many ad- 
| vantages againit me. Patt experience is in part forgotten, 
and remembered at different times in very different lights. 
Sometimes we can reflect on it with pleafure, but fometimes 
itis with pain. Prefent evidences are alfo on fome occafions, 
hid in fuch a heap of confufion, or covered with fo much 
corruption, that it is not eafy to find them, and efpecially on 
afudden, Now when they are out of fight we are ready to think 
we have none; and what we thought we had were only fancies _ 
or delufions. I am often forced to take another method, which, 
- blefled be God, fcarce ever fails, unlefs I do it by halves. 
When the enemy fuggefts that “ | was never converted— 
that T never believed properly—that I have only a notion of 
divine truth—that my heart is {till in the world—that I ne- 
ver came to Jefus Chrift in reality for reft—that I don’t live 
a life of faith on the Son of God as I ought to do ;’” and 
many other charges of a fimilar nature, which is frequently 
the cafe; I do not fland to contend much with him, but 
then begin afrefh, as though I had never begun before. I 
find the promife, Matt. xi. 28. “ Come unto me, all ye that 
“ Jabour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft,” 
{till affords encouragement to me. So with all my unworthi- 
nefs, ungodlinefs, worldly-mindednefs, corruption, backflid- 
ings, cuilt, and bafe heart of unbelief, [ come to Jefus for 
relt to my poor, troubled, difcouraged foul; and with plea- 
fure T can reflect that Jefut fays, Him that cometh unto 
“me, I will in no wife caft out.” T his, my dear friend, 
is my refuge. I can fometimes obtain comfort from no other 
quarter. But this is the Rock’ of ages, “ a fure foundation, 


“elect, precious.” To this refuge may thy poor, purdened, 
heavy laden foul come and come again. _ 


He never blames the hungry poor, 
For coming often. to his duor; 
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coming to Jefus. Fir 
and what coming to Jefus includes. 


purpofe to 
is it for, b 


Nor doth he ever, night or day, 
Send fuch as aWaye 


There are two tings proper. to be known relative to this 
a fatisfaction that he will receive US 5 


Firft, a fatisfaCtion that he will receive us. 
1. He hath promifed that he will receive the poor finner 


who comes to him; and declared, “ Him that comethto me | 
will in no out.” all his invitations are 
- fo many promifes of reception to thofe who come ; or the 


invitations would be no better than delufions. 
2. It is his proper office and employment. He came from 
heaven to feek and to fave loft finners. This is his main bu- 


finefs. For this he laboured; for this he prayed; for this he | 


lived; for this he died. Would he labour, and pray, and 


die, fer fuch as he would not fave ? Then if he be willing to 
- fave us, he certainly is willing to receive us. — 


- His conduct when on earth abundantly proves his wil- 


Lingnets to receive all thofe who come in heart to him. This © 


is fo evident that I need not enlarge upon it. I do not re- 


_ colle& an inftance to the contrary. View the thief on the 


crofs. Firft railing on him—then believing in him—then 


coming to him—and that very day, glorified with him. “ Fa- — 
© ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do,” is 


his prayer and apology for the perfons who nailed him to 


the crofs, and fhed his blood. See his grace at the day of 


oe .&ts ii. and remember he is the fame ftill. 


- His offices. That of High Prieft efpecially. Such an 
High Prieft, became us, who can have compaffion on the ig- 


norant andjon them who are out of the way. Who is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities. Who has in all 


things beenjtempted, like as we are; and is able ( fympathe- 
eT to feql for and) to fuccour them who are tempted. He 
ever 


who come to God by him.” Remember, God gave Chrift 


and he “ ever lives to fave them to the uttermoft 


ives, 


on purpofe im fave finners, Chrift came into the world on 


When thefe things, and others of the like nature, are fe- 
_Tioufly con idered, we mult conclude that he is willing to 
receive us. A matter of the greateft importance to our peace 
and comfortt 

- Secondly, What coming to Jefus includes or implies. 


g. Giv- 


To ne room for finners to fit on his throne? ~ 


\ 


ave finners, and now he has left the world, what 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 109 
r. Giving up all other things, and placing no dependence + _ 
on them for reft. You mourn becaufe you are fo much en-_ 
gaged in’ the. world; fo much amufed, vexed, pleafed and 
confoundcd at times, with worldly things. This makes you 
conclude that you are not properly weaned from it. Perhaps 
there is fome weight in this, and blame too. The flefh Intt- 
eth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the fiefh, and we 
are too often found yielding to the ¢arnal and corrupt ineli- 
nations of nature. But, you do not hold the world as your 
reft, your portion. You don’t fet it on a par with Jefus, 
much lefS prefer it before him. You have given it up in- 
this-point of view. If you muft have only one, you would 
not hefitate a moment which to choofe. Jefus would then 
be your all in all. 


Give you the world, and afk you “ where’s your blifs,” 
You’d clafp Chrift in your arms, and anfwer “ This.” 


9. It alfo includes giving up felf. | Self-will, felf-wifdom, 
felf-righteoufnefs, and felf-intereft. But how? fo as tohave 

no care for health, life, comfort, well-being? No! this is: 

-never intended: this would be finning againft the firft prin- 

| ciples of reafon and religion! It implies giving up felf- 
will, felf-wifdom, felf-righteoufnefs, and felf-intereft, fo far 
-as thofe oppofe the will of God. A counting all things but 
@ “ lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus 
a “our Lord.” A wifhing to be “ found in him, not having 
-“ our own righteoufnefs, which is of the law,” for the founda- 
oe tion of our dependence, but that which is through the faith of 
; Chrift, “ the righteoufnefs which is of, God by faith,’’ Phil. 
7, 9. I don’t doubt but this is the defire of your heart. 
| 3. It implies coming in our heart to, and taking, or re- 
ceiving Chrift, as he is offered in the word of truth. Is he 
the Captain of Salvation? we enlift under his banner, and 

look to him for defence and fafety. Is he the Bread of life? 
; as fuch we by faith receive him. Is he the good Shepherd ? | 

| we put ourfelves under his care, defire to hear his voice, and 


to follow him. Is he the Advocate with the Father? we 
put our miferable caufe into his hand, and leave ourfelves 
with him, and fay, | 
O plead for me and let thy blood | : 
_ For my falvation cry; | 


] And well I know a gracious God 


never let me die, 


| 
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| He is the Prophet, Prieft and King; we — him, meat 


him, truft him, and defire to obey him as fuch. Indeed our 
whole dependence is on him. We know nothing in point of 
juttification, and falvation, ‘‘ fave Jefus Chrift, and him 
<¢ crucified.” He is our meat and drink: our ** all in all.” 


I might add much more, and illuftrate the nature of com- 


ing to Chrift more fully, bute I know to whom I write. I | 
- am well perfuaded I have only been tranfcribing your tem- _ 
per, conduct, andexperience. Methinks you reply, all this 
I know, yet I am ftill in heavinefs, through manifold temp- 
tations. ‘*O that it were with me as in times paft, when 
“the candle of the Lord firft fhone upon me! ” “What 


would I give for the former evidences which I once enjoyed 
of the divine favour? I can neither believe, nor hope, nor 


love, nor rejoice, as I ufed to do; my heart is fo hard, that 


I cannot grieve, nor pray, nor do any thing as I fhould. 
«¢ O wretched man that I am! who fhall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” 

This is very grievous, a heavy burden to bear, but not 
like that of an eafy, carnal man. It is no new thing for 


- Chriftians to groan being burdened. Let me tell you that 


your’s is true Chriftian experience, and that none but Chrif- 
tians have fuch experience. A dead child never cries after 


it’s father. A carnal man knows little of this divine-breath-. 


ing, this groaning, and this conflict between flefh and Spirit. 


If you have not the joys of the faint, be thankful that you’ 
have his forrows. In the world you muft have tribulation ; © 
you find it fo, and are fad. But if it were not fo, you might — 


mourn indeed. Endeavour to draw water out of the wells 


1. of falvation. If your Father hide his face from you fora 


moment, vet ** with everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy 


‘on you, faith the Lord your Redeemer.” ‘ Weeping 


«¢ may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 


“ Beware of an evil heart of unbelief.” Againft hope, 


‘* believe in hope. He is faithful that promifed.” Be fure 


‘to lean on Jefus. If you dare not call him beloved, he is” 


at leait defired: and we never defire an obje@ which we do 


not love. Your confli& will foun be over. Thefe “light 
‘“*¢ afflictions, which are but for a moment, work for us a far 

_ *€ more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” It isthrough — 

much tribulation that we muft enter into the kingdom of hea- 


ven. The innumerable multitude in Rev. vii. came the very 


_ fame way to thefe happy manfions. Bat thofe happy manfions, 
one hour's enjoyment of God and theLamb, before the throne, in 
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that celeftial and eternal kingdom, made amends for all their 
troubles. Jefus is now your life, your little comfort {prings 
from the confideration of what he has done for you, and 
what he is to you. Still look unto Jefus, he is ftill able, 
and fiill faithful, and has promifed that he will never leave ~ 
you nor forfake you. ‘* When Chrift, who is our Jife, fhall 
« appear, then fhall ye alfo appear with him in glory.” 
Then 


Work with Jefus, day by day, 
Walk ye in him, as the way. 
On his promifes depend ; f 
Lean upon him as your friend. 
Truft unto him as your Head ; | ' 
Live upon him as your bread. 
In your troubles on him call; 
Prize him as your all in all. 
Till you fee him ashe is, 
In the promis'd realms of blifs, 
And vour happy foul fhall reft, 
Near his fide or on his breaft. 


Your’s affectionately,’ 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
| 

1. IN your Magazine tor January, I obferve a requett 
that fome of vour correfpondents would favour us with the 
a meaning of the word Repentance,—and that P. B. withes for 
4 a critical illuftration of the important word Afcnement ; 
; both which are, undoubtedly, highly intereiting. I beg 
' ___ Teave to extend the enquiry a little farther; and fhoula be 
happy, if, in fucceeding numbers, other important words 
‘might have the fame critical attention paid them. 1 now 
| mention Ranfom, Propitiation, Redemption, Reconciliation, 
‘ Juftification, Adoption, Interceilion, Advocate. One thing 
{ would particularly fuggeit ; that, where two words have a 

Confiderable affinity, the particular diftinguifhing circum- 
{tances be clearly noticed 
2. I obferve, in reading the New Teftament, the flronc- — 

eft affurance expreffed, by the followers of Jefus Chritt, 

refpeting a converfion, their prefent enjoyment of for- 
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112 CORRESPONDENCE. 
pivenefs of fin, and acc. ptance with God, and, in many 
inftances, their affured hope of being finally happy in heaven, 
See 2.Cor. v. 1. Ephef. ii. 7. Col. i. 14. 1 John ii. 12—14. 
iii. 14. Now, Sir, I have frequent opportunity of Corivert: 
jng with Chriftians of different denominations ; and | find | 
many in doubt whether ever-they experienced the forgivenefs 
of fin—others, who, though they fometimes feem pretty 
confident as to their acceptance with God, are, very fre- 
quently, as under a cloud ; and, in fhort, not one in twenty, 
that can fpeak what I think the language of fcripture on 
this head. I fhould be glad to be informed what are the 
probable caufes of this difference between the primitive Chrif- 
_ fans and modern profeffors with refpeét to their affurance. 


ce the Editor of the General Baptip Megane 


SIR, 
~ -IF your voung correfpondent, S . .B. has not received a 
fatisfactory reply to his enquiries on the praétice of Chrif- 
tians feeking a biefiing on their food, he, with your other 


may meet with fome information: and entertainment 


on that fubject, ‘in a fhort ingenious effay, written by Dr. 
Watts, and publifhed in his Mifcellaneous Thoughts, enti- | 
tled, ‘* The Table blefied,” Effay 17th; which, if you | 
think fit, may be reprinted from shat, in your Magazine, 
with the Dr.’s Note on it, as an anf{wer to the above 
Snquiry. 
Your's refpecfully, 


If our friendly seeiiichicae G. B. will review the Our 
of S.B. No. I. p. 35. and Dr. Watts’s ingenious thoughts, 
No. XVII. he will fee that the latter does not contain a 
pertinent anfwer to the former. Yet, as the Dr.’s obferva- 
tions are both inftru@ive and amufing, and, it may be pre- 
fumed, are not known to a confiderable number of our. 
readers, we may, perhaps, infert it in No. 1V. unlefs we 
_in the mean time receive an anfwer to S. B.’s Query, which 
may yender fuch infertion unneceflary or 
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feribbler. 


Heb. 1x. 26,—On the name LORD. Here paufe on 
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To the Editor of the General Baptip Magazine, . 


IN Heb. xi. 32. I find Sampfon mentioned among the 


faithful fervants of God. Yet 1 find, Judges xiv, 3. that 
he took a woman of the Philiftines to wife, contrary to the 
-advice and admonitions of his parents. xiv. 19. He flew 


thirty rien. xv. 5. He burnt the corn of the Philittines, 
which occafioned the death of his wife and her father, whofe 
deaths he again avenged with a very great flaughter. xv. 8. 
He flew a thoufand more of the Philiftines. xv. 16.—Seve- 
ral of the above cafes feem to be attributed to the fpirit of © 
God ; but how can we account for what follows? Judges 
xvi. He faw an harlot, and her. xvi. 4. 


He loved Delilah, yet told her wilful lies. xvi. 


And at -laft dies by his own hands, with the appearance of © 
revenge and murder in his heart. Xvi. 29,30. 
Now, Sir, if you will fhew how the above conduct is 


confiftent with Heb. xi. 32. it will oblige one who intends 
to be a conftant reader of your pror 


ifing Magazine. pup 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


THE important cafes introduced in your Magazine for 
January lead me to hope it will be a very ufeful work: if 
doctrines of fuch folid utility are but judicioufly attended 
to, it cannot fail of being fo. 
On the queftions afked by E. p. 34, relative to *¢ Growth 
‘* in Grace,” I feel inclined to make a few remarks; but 
if they are too imperfect for infertion, and not worth cor- 
recting, fling them afide, and pity the ignorance of the 


| | 


I. I confider that much of our growth in grace depends 


on the knowledge we have of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 


trive to obtain as clear and {criptural ideas of the perfon and 
work of Chrift as poffible. | | 


_ ft. Often refle& on Jefus as a Saviour. Matt. i. 21.— 


Chrift. “Therefore let all, but efpecially the young believers, 


On Chritt, the anointed of God to this great work. Pfalni 


li. 2. A&ts iv. 26.—On what Chrift has done to fave men. 


the 
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kingdom of our Lord and paviour Jefus Chrift. 
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| the dignity of his nature, and his exaltation to be head over 
all things tothe Church, Eph. i. 22. 


adly. In order to growth in grace, I confider. it neceffary 
to pay a pradlical attention to thefe divine truths: for as 
every fcripture do@rine has a praftical tendency, it muft 


_ ‘produce praciical obedience in me, cr it will do me no real 
_ good. As Jefus is not only a Saviour to repenting, believing — 
-finners, but a fountain open for their fins, Zech. xiii. I. and 


the propitiation for their fins, t John ii. 2, we muft come 


daily to him by faith. Gal. ii. 26. 1 Pet. ii. 4. As Chrift 
3s the anointed of God, Chriftians ought to feel a moft 
practical and affectionate devotednefs to the F ather of Mer-— 
cies for fo unfpeakable a gift. — 


adly. As Chrift is, by office, appointment, sid nature, 
Lord and Head of the Church, he ought, he must be 
obeyed as fuch, for we know he has atked fome, ** Why 
** call ye me Lord, Lord! and do not the things hich I 


‘fay 


Il. To grow in grace. the word grow, to 


fignify increafe, advance, &e. &c. Grace in this ¢onnec- 


tion, I think, does not only apply to the favour of God in 
Chriit, but the divine effects and influences of that nate 


on the believing mind. —Then to grow in grace is to advance 
and increafe, in the knowledge, comfort, and influence of 


this grace of God in the foul. What, O what is fo — 
ble as this growth i in grace? 

III. As to the advantages of this, they are great and 
many. In point of advancement in religion, when) con- 


trafted with a declining from it—the fuperior fatisfaction, 


peace, and comfort of mind, when compared with every 


worldly advantage—the ufeful example of fuch to other 
faints—fuch are a light in the world—thefe are pillars in- 


deed in the church on earth—they are alfo an honour to the 


-geigning grace of God.— They have an inward fatisfaction 


in the profpeet of death, judgment, and eternity. —And, 
Jafily, fhall have ** an abundant entrance into the everlafting 
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Te the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine. 


SIR, 


I SHOULD be glad your correfpondents 
would give their opinion on that paflage in I Pet. ill, 24. 
“ The like figure whereunto, even Babel, doth fave us.”” _ 
An anfwer will be gracetuty received by a reader of your 


To the Editor of the General leas ift Magazine 


Dear 


CHRISTIANS in ceneral rile a great regard for the 
Bible, and a firm be lief of it’s vatt importance. —We are 
all perfuaded that Jews and Deifts are:imn a moft deplorable 
condition. “Many. good men are, at prefent, exerting them, 
 felves to difcover it to them, and to lead them into the i 

of divine truth. The greateft part of Chriftians do un- 
doubtedly both greatly need, and earneftly defire, a more 
complete acquaintance with the contents of the Bible, and 

a more confirmed perfuafion of it’s diyine authenticity. It 
is genera sawed that the prophecies of {cripture afford 
rn atettbte proof of it’s divine origin; efpecially thofe pro- 
phecies whith evidently point to the perfon, chara&ter, oe 
work of our bleffed Saviour, and thofe which are contained 
inthe New Teftament. I therefore humbly apprehend, that 

s. few fhort effays on thefe parts of the facred writings, would 
antwer ' fome valuable purpofes, both ‘to Jews, to Deifts, — 
_ and to Chriftians, if the former fhould at any time happen to — 

_vead your valuable Mifcellany. This favour I take the 

liberty of requefting’ from fome of your judicious correfpond- _ 

ents. A compliance‘with this requeft will undoubtedly gra- 
tify and ad many 5 and among the reft, 


Your humble fervant, 
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To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
| 


IN your laft Number, Philander exprefles a with to have 

¢ the precife meaning of Prov. xxvi. 4, 5, given, wee few 
ractical directions, when to apply one precept, and when the 
other.” In the courfe of my reading, I have met with an 
anecdote that will ferve to illuftrate and exemplify that paf- 
fage :—the practical direftions I fhall leave to fome other of 


age correfpondents. It has been faid, that the late Mr. J. 


yland thought it the beft comment on the place that he — 
had ever heard. ‘The anecdote is as follows. ‘Ihe witty | 
Earl of Rochefter, and fome of his gay companions, feeing 
Dr. Barrow, who was chaplain to Charles the Second, walk- 
ing in the Park, made up to him; and Rechefter, with a po- 
lite bow, faid, “ Good morning to you, Doétor, 1 am your 
“ humble fervant to the centre of gravity.” “The Doctor re- 


‘plied, “ Good morning to your Lordfhip, I am your humble 
“fervant to the Antipodes.”’ ‘This repartee drew the laugh 


upon the wag; who, not willing to lofe his jeft, repeated his 
bow, and faid, “ Doctor, I am your humble fervant to the | 
*© centre of hell.’ The Doctor, turning upon his heel, re- | 
plied, “ And there, my Lord, I leave you.” I cannotjhelp 


agreeing with Mr. Ryland, in thinking the above a good 


practical comment on Solomon’s words. In the firft inftance 
he anfwered a fool according to his folly, without becoming a — 
fool himfelf: and apparently with defign to convince him of 
his folly. His anfwer had that tendency, and, in fome de- 


gree, the cffeét intended, as it drew the laugh upon the ape 


n the fecond inftance, he did not anfwer a fool according to 


his folly, becaufe it would have made himfelf one. In fhort, 
_ the fenfe of the text appears to be this, “ Anfwer not a fool 
“ according to his folly, when fuch anfwer would make thee 


“ a fool ;’’? but * anfwer a fool according tohis folly, when 


© there is a probability of curing or checking, or fhaming his 


“ folly and prefumption. 

Note. The advice of Solomon does not feem to refpceét 
the mere anfwering or not anfwering ; but the anfwering him 
according to his folly, or not according to his folly; or in other 


words, the antithefis is betwixt the different modes of an- 


fwering him; circumftances being to determine the propriety 
or impropriety of the anfwer—when it is to be given, and 
when it is not. 

Your 
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_ ftate, it might have exifted for ages, or hav 
lions of revolutions before it became the habitation of man. 


day.” | 


CORRESPONDENCE. | 


| | 
Your correfpondent Sacro Bofco, in his third quere, en- 
quires “ what is the meaning of 2 Pet. iii. 5. the earth 
« fanding out of the water and in the water?” I fhall not — 
give any opinion of my own to his enquiry; but I will pre-— 


fent him with one of much greater weight, and from much 


greater authority; I mean that of the learned Dr. Geddes; 
which, if it do not entirely fatisfy, it will at leaft, be confi- 
dered as a literary episarh if Sacro Bofco have not feen it _ 


before. It will be neceflary, however, in the firft place, to — 


give aconcife view of his opinion of the Mofaic account of | 
the fix day’s creation; which I will endeavour to collect from — 


his preface and notes, and comprefs into as fhort a compafs 
poffible. | 


It is the Do&or’s opinion, that the creation, mentioned — 
by Mofes, refpeéts the earth only, and not the folar or ftellar 
fyftems ; that it was not properly a creation out of nothing ; 
but rather a formation, alteration, or embellifhment of it. 


He fays, that abfolute creation is not implied in the Hebrew 


word Barah; and that the Greek word xocpos, as well as 
it’s equivalent in Latin, mundus, indicates an embellifhment 
of matter, rather than an abfolute creation of it, efpecially — 
in the Greek verfion of the Hebrew fcriptures. When the 
creation, according to Mofes, began, the earth was a mafs of 
unformed matter, totally immerfed in water, and furrounded 
with a denfe, dark, tempeftuous air. In b uninhabitable 


It was “ without form, and void,” or, as he renders it, the 
earth was a defolate wafte ; a chaotic mafs of earth, water, and 
denfe tempeftuous air. With darknefs upon the face of the 
deep. A flood, or efflux of water from the bowels of the 
earth covered it’s whole furface; and the atmofphere, that 


furrounded this deep, was too thick to admit the light. “ God 
© faid, let there be light.”” The light here mentioned, may 


even from the context itfelf, be readily fuppofed to be yet | 
but an imperfeét and partial light, fuch as we fee in a foggy 
day ;* which light would gradually incréafe, in proportion as 


_ the air was expanded and rarified ; until, on the fourth day, it 


received it’s utinoft degree of brightnefs from the unclouded 
appearance of the fun. ‘This imperfect light was effected By} | 


_“ the fpirit of God,” or, as the Doctor renders It, a vehe- 


* It was on the firft day after this imperfe& light was given, that the earth | 
was made to perform it’s rotatory motion on it’s axis, and produced the diftin@tion — 
and divifion of : day and night. Hence ‘* the evening and the meming were the 


undergone mil- 
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ment wind overfweeping the furface of the waters. On the 
fecond day, God caufed part of the waters which furrounded 


_ the earth to be evaporated through the expanded air. Let 


there be an expanfe, faid he, amidft the waters, which may fe. 
parate waters from waters. By expanfe is to be underftood 
an out{preading of denfe air around the earth, called it’s at- 
mofphere ; which is continually drawing up a large quantity 
of watery particles, that coalefce and float in the region of — 
the eae? G until they become too heavy, and defcend in thofe 

copious fhowers by which the earth is fertilized, and with-_ 
out which it saul be incapable of producing any thing, 


This water, thus raifed in the atmofphere, is called by Mo- 


fes, the water above the expanfe. Still, however, was the 
earth covered with waters ; and a new operation was requi- 
fite to difperfe thefe into proper receptacles, that the dry land 


might appear. ‘This is called the work of the fecond day, 
and produced the diftin@tion of earth and feas. The former © 


was now fit for vegetation, and was accordingly covered with 


grafs, herbs and ‘trees, capable of reproducing themfelves. 


This was the work of the third day, By this time the at- 
mofphere was fufficiently expanded and attenuated, to admit. 


the rays of the fun, and other heavenly luminaries; which 


now, on the fourth day, began to fhine with full {plendour 
on the earth, and of which the influence was neceflary to 
the prefervation and growth of vegetables. On the fifth day 


the waters were peopled with fifhes, and the air with flying 


creatures: and on the fixth day, the dry land was peopled 


with reptiles, beafts, and man. ‘hefe are the Doétor’s ideas, 


and in fupport of them he refers his readers to his Critical 


_ Remarks, not yet publifhed.. We will now proceed to the 
paflage in hand, viz. 2 Pet. il. §._ | | | 


The Doéor brings forward this paffage, in proof that it 


‘was the apoftle’s opinion, that the fix day’s creation only re-. 


fpected this fublunary world, and that it was decorated into it’s — 
prefent form, out 9f pre-exiftent unfa/hioned matter, and from 
which he thinks it clear that it reached no farther. He ren- 


ders and explains it.thus: The heavens and the earth were 


fermed out of water and by means of water,* i. e. the former 


were made apparent by the expanfe which feparated a part of 


the watery element from the reft; and the latter rendered ha-— 


bitable, by being made to immerge out of the remaining 


> f The Doétor agknowledzes that there are fome difficulties attending this paf- 
fage ; but he cunseives it’s meaning to be that given above. | 


part: 


by 
& 4 
i 
| 
4 
a 
* 
tay 
a 
at 
rt . 
i 
24 
Ln OR 
= 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


al part : confequently it refers to the ftate of the earth and hea- F 
| vens at the clofe of the fecond day. Bee 


With refpe&t to Sacro Bofco’s firft query, I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that the expreihion, “ Unto thee fhall be his detire,” 
occurs Gen. iii. 16. where the very fame phrafe is ufed. Dr. 
Geddes renders it in both places to be fubordinate. His 
tranflation of both paflages is as follows: Gen. iil. 16. “ To 
“ the woman, next,’ he faid: “ Thy breeding forrows I will 
« greatly multiply; and children in forrow fhalt. thou bear ; 
“ to thy hufband, thou fhalt, moreover, be fubordinate, and 
“he fhall have dominion over thee.” Gen. iv. 6. “ And 
“ the Lord faid toCain, “ Why art thou difpleafed, and why 
«“ is thy countenance dejected? Doth not one, if he have 
“ done well, look up, but look down, if he have not done 
“ well? Haft thou finned? Be quict! He (thy brother) is 
« fill fubordinate to thee, and thou haft dominion over him.”’ 


It appears to me, that in the former place matrimonial fub- 
miffion in Eve is intended; and which we find infoiced in 

the New Teftament. In the latter, fraternal fubmiffion in 

Abel, as being a younger brother. How far fubmiffion, in 

the latter cafe, was required, we are not here informed: it 7 
could not be a fubordination incompatible with perfonal li- 
berty. In the like fubordinate condition was placed in 
regard to Jacob, who had obtained the bleffing of \the elder. | 

en. XXV. 23. XXVii. 40. Wie 


‘Thave a few remarks for your female correfpondent Eu/e- 

bia, and then I fhall have done. “Thefe I fhall draw from 

_ the fame fource, from which I drew the latt. hey will, 

‘perhaps, be thought extravagant by fome of your| readers, 
_ but they may not be altogether improbable or untrue. — 

I fhall give you Dr. Geddes’s tranflation of two paflages, 
becaufe they are in fome degree analagous to each other; _ 
and will give you a clearer idea of the Doétor’s opinion. I 
confefs, they are entirely new to me, but it would be| wrong 
to reject them on that account. He is confidered as jone of 
the greateft biblical fcholars living; and it is well known, 
he has devoted a great deal of time, and applied a creat deal 
of learning to the ftudy of the Bible. ‘Though he may have 
failed in fome degree, (which appears to me to be-the cafz) 
it may be rationally expeéted that many paflages, apparently 
contradictory, will be reconciled; and many others, involved 
i obfcurity, fatisfa@torily elucidated. Whether thefe I am 
§0ing to lay before you be of the number mutt be fubmitted. 


The 
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‘The Doétor fhould be read with care. He is not infallible; 
he certainly does not pretend to in/piration. 
“The firft paffage is, Gen. iv. 26. which he thus tranflates: 
_ & To Seth alfo, was born a fon; whofe name he called Enos. 
“ This man afpired to be called by the name of the Lord 
_ & God.” —In a note he obferves, that there is not in all the 
'fcripture, a text that has been more varioufly underftood and 
rendered. In the above tranflation he has followed the Sep- 
_tuagint and Vulgate. It is well known, that fome render, 
This man (or then men) began to call upon the name of the — 
Lord. Others Then men began to be called by the name of the 
Lord; i.e. to be his peculiar people. But it may be afked, 
Did none call upon God, i. e. worfhip him, before Enos? > 
and were not good men, as much his peculiar people, and 
owned by him, before the time of Enos as afterwards? Let 
us now hear him upon the paflage to which Eufebia refers: — 
this is Gen. vi..1, 2, 4.“ When mankind began to be nu- 
« merous upon the face of the earth, and had daughters 
© born to them,” ver. 2. “ the fons of the gods, feeing that 
the daughters of men were beautiful, feized of them for 
wives, whomfoever they chofe ver. 4. In thofe days, 


_ were giants upon the earth. For after the fons of the 


“ gods had converfed with the daughters of men, and of them 
“ begotten fons, thefe became powerful men, the famed he. 
“ roes of antiquity!” By the phrafe, fons of the gods, we 
are to underftand the great and powerful, who, after the ex. 
ample of Enos, arrogated to themfelves a fort of god-like 
fuperiority over the vulgar clafs of men, whofe daughters they 
-ravifhed at pleafure.. ‘he {purious fruit of fuch connections 
became a lawlefs, hardy race of men, called, ver. 4, giants ; 
not fo much, perhaps, from their enormous ftature, as from 
their outrageous violence. According to the above tranfla- 
tion and expofition, Eu/ebia will find no difficulty in affixing 
an appropriate meaning tothe feveral expreffions in her en- 
| | | 
is ee Mr, Editor, to apologize to yov, for claiming fo 
Jarge a fpace in your Magazine; and to your readers, for. 
taking up fo much of their time. If it afford any entertain- 
ment or information they muft confider it as fome counter- 
balance, and I muft lecea to be lefs copious in future. © 
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Serman the Third, to the Fefus of Nesanetb 


ing the Charaéter of Meffiah, and making good his Claim. 


Delivered at the Reon Leéture in Bury-t{treet Meeting, 
June 18, 1797, by the Rev. William Nigol, one of the 
Minifters of the Church*in Swallow. treet, London. 


26 pages 8vo. 6d. Button. our lap 79:) 


Tue text of this 1S Xi. ‘The is 
exprefled in the title: in profecuting which, the author pro- 
pofes, “1. To make two preliminary: obfervations. 2. To 
“ fhew tha Jefus of Nazareth claimed the character of the 
“© Meffiah, according to the moft fublime reprefentations of it 


“in the Old Teftament. 3. T hat Jefus of Nazareth made 
“ good his claim.” 

His two preliminary obfervations are—« That fuch dig- 
“ nity, names, and qualities, are afcribed to the Mefhiah, in 
“the Old Teftament, as are only compatible with a Divine 
« Perfon.—That an attempt to perfonate fuch a Meffiah 


“ would be of all impoftures the hardeft to be executed, and 


liable to the eafieft detection.” Under the fecond head, 
Mr. N. fhews, by referring to Johniv. 25, 26. viii. 56—58. 

ix, 35—38. Matth. xvi. 1317. Mark xiv. 62. and John 
Xvill. 37. that Jefus of Nazareth did claim the charaéter 
of Memiah, according | to the fublimeft reprefentations 
“of it in the writings of the Old Teftament.” He then 


endeavours to fhew, from the “ purity of our Saviour’s life © 


“and doétrine; from his manner of teaching, and the effecis 


“ which his doétrine produced ;. from the works which he 


« performed ; from his fufferings arid death; from his rcfur- 


“ rection; from the effufion of the Spirit, Acts ii. and the 


“ effects that followed, that Jefus of Nazareth made good his 
© claim.” 


This difcourfe contains fome good chicka and, in that 


view, we with it may be attentively read by the poor deluded 


people, with re{pect to whom it is publifhed. Though we | 


cannot think it eminently adapted to  fhrike their minds with 


that degree of conviction, which, undoubtedly, the author 


defired; yet it might remove fome of iad prejudices. 


The 
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122 REVIEW OF 


A 


The Hiftory of the Church of Chrift, the third. one | 

setting the Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, 
and Twelfth Centuries. To which is added, The Flifiary | 
of the Waldenfes, to the Reformation. By the Rev. Jofeph © | 

‘Milner, M. A. Mafter of the in Kingf- 

ton upon Hull. 554 pages, 8vo. Boards. Price 6d. 


THE. worthy author of this interefting lately... 
gone to the “ reft which is prepared for the people of God.” 
By his death the world will fuftain a confiderable lofs.” As 
a Writer, as a Tutor of youth, as a benevolent Friend to 
the poor and needy, and as a Minifter of the Gofpel, his 
character appears to have been excellent. 

Of the work before us, three volumes are already sedis. 
lithed: the laft of them fince his death. Whether his mate- 

; © sials, arrangement, and progrefs in the work, be fufficient to 
enable furvivors to complete his deflign, we know not. But 
the volumes which are publifhed, may be perufed with plea- 
fure and proft, by fuch as are truly ferious. The eien 
2nd plan are different from thofe of moft ecclefiaftical hifto- 
rians. _ The author propofed ¢ an Eccleitaftical Hiftory on a 
new plan;’ and he has given us, at large, his views of the 
work, with his reafons for npfieeta': ing li, 1n his preface to 
the firft volume; the following ext rag from which, it is 
prefumed, will not be difagreeable to our readers. 
¢ Jt is certain,’ Mr. M. fays, ‘ that from our Saviour’s — 
time to the prefent, there have ever been perfons whofe dif- 
-- pofitions and lives have been formed by the rules of the My 
New Teitament; men who have been real, as well as nomi- we 
~s nal Chriftians, who believed the doctrines of the gofpel, loved. 
. them becaufe of their divine exceilency, and fuffered gladly 
the “ lofs of all things, that they might win Chrift, and be 
found in him.” It is the hittory of thefe men which [ 

_Propote to write. Itis of no comfequence with refpect to my | 

plan, nor of much importance, I believe, in it’s own nature, 

to what external church they belonged. | intend not to 

/ enter with any nicety into an account of their rites and cere- 

monies, or forms of church-government, much lefs into their 

fecular hiftory. Even religious controverfies fhall be omit- 

téd, except, thofe which feem to bear a relation to the eflence ie 

of Chrif?s religion, and of which the hiftory of his real 
church feems to require fome account. Let not the reader oe q 
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| 
expect, that the actions of great men (great im a fecular 
_ view I mean) will be exhibited to his notice. Nothing but 


what belongs to Chrift’s kingdom {hall be admitted, and 
genuine piety is that alone which I intend to celebrate. 

‘Tt muft have ftruck a careful obferver, that fuch an hiftory 
is yet a great defideratum. Malice has been fed, even to 
fatiety, by the large difplays of ecclefiaftical wickednefs. ‘The 
wildeft and the moft vifionary heretics have filled the hiftoric 
page, and their follies, both in principle and practice, have 
been deemed worthy of a particular enumeration. ‘The in- 
ternal diflentions of churches have been minutely defcribed. 


The intricacies and intrigues of Popery, and indeed of every. 


other fecular fyftem, which pretends to wear a religious 


garb, have been developed with a ftudious particularity; the — 


connection between the church and the ftate has afforded ver 
ample materials of what is commonly called Church-Hiftory ; 
and learning and philofophy have been much more refpected 
than godlinefs and virtue. ——Infidel malice has triumphed, 
re very unreafonably, on account of thefe things; the 
vices of Chriftians, fo called, have certainly been exaggerated 
on the whole; and Deifts and Sceptics have taken advantage, 
partly from hence, and partly from the poverty of our infor- 
- mation concerning Mahometans and Pagans, to reprefent 
them as more virtuous than Chriftians.? _ 
Mr. M. in the fame preface, thus ftates his views of the 
propriety and utility of an Ecclefiaftical Hiftory written on 


this new plan.* ‘ Certainly the terms Church and ChriC 


“ tian” do in their méft natural and primary fenfe refpect 
only good men. ‘The Divine Founder of our religion has 
promifcd that “ the gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it.” 
Such a fucceffion of pious men in all ages muft therefore have 
exifted ; and it will be no contemptible ufe of fuch an hiftory 


as this, if it prove, that in every age there have been real 


followers of Chrift. Other ufes cannot fail to offer them- 
felves. “To fee and trace the goodnefs of God by his provi- 
dence and grace, in every age, taking care. of his Church, 


will be, to a devout mind, a refrefhment of the moft grateful | 


nature. The bonour of Chriftianity will be fupported, the 
value of it’s eflential doctrines afcertained, and we fhaJl have 
frequent occafion to ftate what the gofpel is, and what it is 
not. Hence the triumphs of the Sceptic will appear to be 
unfounded in truth, when it fhall be evident on the whole, 

* Mr, M. ina note, p- 12. admits however, th 


at Fox, the Martyrologit, and 
_ the Magdeburgentian Centuriators have, at leatt in part, purfwed the plan which he 
bias adopted, | 


that 
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that Chrift’s religion has ever exifted, and brought forth it’s 
proper fruits, to which no other fyftem can make any juft 
-pretenfions; finally, that the evils of which Chriftians, fo 
called, have been guilty, arofe not from the gofpel itfelf, but 
from the hypocrify of thofe who aflumed that worthy name, | 
to which neither their faith nor their practice gave them me 


right.’ 
The author, for thefe reafons, keeps his plan in view, wit 
clofe attention; and has brought down his Hiftory of the 
Church to the end of the twelfth century. He then give 
us the Hiftory of Waldo, and the Waldenfes, ‘ in one con- 


nected view, to the Reformation,’ from Ufher, Allix, Mor- | 


_‘Jand, and Perrin, but principally from the laft of thefe wri- 

ters. He differs materially, in this part, from fome other — 
hiftorians, and particularly from the celebrated Mofheim. 
On the whole, this work may be read to great advantage ;__ 
though fome will probably think that the account of fome © 
* Chriftians of the firft centuries, is rather too favourable, and 


others may wifh that the author had favoured us with more — 


authentic evidence of fome facts, in feveral parts of the | 


| 


3 ln Effay on the Impropriety and evil Confequences of forfaking 
our own Places in the Houfe of God. Moft refpecfully 
_ addreffed to the Churches of Chrift in London and it’s 
Vicinity. By William Newman. 10 pages. Button, 
Jackfon, Taylor. Price Three Halfpence. 


‘THE author,of this fmall performance propofes to fhew 

- that thofe profeffors whofe conduct he reproves, “do an 
‘injury to themfelves—to their minifters—to the church—and 
to the intereft of Chrift in the neighbourhood,” by not con- 
{cientioufly filling up ther own places in the outs of Ged. 

Small as the tract is, we think it worthy of being 


th _recom- 
_ «mended to all ferious Chriftians. 


| 


> 
bes 
* 
> 
| 
. 
4 
4 
: i 
4 


INTELLIGENCE. 


« On the 2d Ventofe, at four in the morning, the Pope 


left Rome: he was followed by a guard, and treated with the 
refpect due to his agg. On leaving Rome, he went to Flo- 


rence, and from thence, no one knows where. It appears — 


that the King of Naples has refufed him an afylum. The 
courier, who brought the news of the departure of the Pope, 
met Cardinal Meury flying from Piza 

“ The following proclamation was publifhed by General 
Berthier, onthis important occafion, 
_“ The Roman People are reftored to their rights of fove- 


_ reignty by proclaiming their independence, by affuming the 
of ancient Rome, and by conftituting the Roman 
epublic. The General in chief of the French Army in 


Italy declares, in the name of the French Republic, that he 


acknowledges the independent Roman Republic, and that it — 
is under the fpecial protection of the French arms. The 
General in chief alfo acknowledges, in the name of the 
French Republic, the Provifional Government chofen by the — 


Roman People. All temporal autherity proceeding from the 


Pope, is, therefore, fuperfeded, and fhall exercife no functions | 
whatever.— The General in chief fhall make every difpofition — 
neceflary to fecure the independence of the Roman People, | 
and to perfect the organization of their government, in — 
order that their new laws may be founded on the bafis of - 
liberty and equality. He will adopt every meafure calcu-— 


lated to promote the happinefs of the Romans.—The French 


_ General Cerroni is charged with the direction of the: police, — 
and providing for the fecurity of the city of Rome; and alfo — 


with the inftallation of the new government. The Roman 


- Republic, acknowledged by the French republic, compre- 


hends all the territory which remained under the temporal 
authority of the Pope after the Treaty of Campo Formio. 


Alexander Berthier.”” 


Morning Advertifer, March 12, 1798. 


_ “Tn confequence of the evidence colleéted againft perfons in 
cuftody here, a number of others in Ireland became implicated, 
and intelligence was communicated to Lord Camden refp-ctin 
the danger of that kingdom from the illegal meeting of dif- 
affected perfons, who were pointed out. Warrants were in 
— confequence iffued to fearch the houfe of Mr. Bond, and to 
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more.” 


apprehend thofe who were particularly {pecified :— twenty 
were taken into cuftody, and their papers feized. Lord Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald was in Bond’s houfe at the time, but there 


being no warrant againft him he made his efcape, and is fup- 


fed to have fecreted himfelf among the peafantry in the — . 


interior part of the country.—Juftice is in purfuit of many 


‘Ib. March 1799. 


« Ar Purleigh, near Maldon, in the county of Effex, fo. 


| recently as ‘laft month, lived an induitrious couple of the 
name of Harris ; and to crown their felicity, heaven beftow- 


ed upon them a lovely offspring of three daughters and two | 
fons: but attend, ye friends of humanity and benevolence! © 


- to the fad and mournful fequel of this late happy family. 
' Bufinefs called the hufband from his home; it was on the 


15th day of February: he left his wife and all that was dear _ el 


 ~to him tn perfect health and fpirits, nothing doubting but in 
_ the greateft fecurity; but, alas! the reverfe of fortune foon 

took place, for in that fatal night his premifes, confifting of 

adwelling houfe, and a fhop in the grocery and linen-drapery 

line, with other effects, by accident caught firee The flames _ 
Bit the affiftance was 


burning rapidly, the alarm was given, | 
too late: the houfe and furniture, ftock in trade, with the 
whole of the premifes, were entirely confumed; and, oh! 
moft painful to add, the wife, with three children out of the 
five, fell wretched victims to the mercilefs and devouring 
element———Let it fufhice to fay, that it is beyond the power 
of human nature to defcribe the fufferings of the unhappy 
furvivors on fo melancholy an occafion.—It may not be 


; improper to ftate, that the property of the unhappy fufferer 
was infured; yet the amount he will recover from the office, 
‘together with his book debts, will be but barely adequate to — 


fatisfy his creditors. This moft dreadful cataftrophe is— 


therefore humbly fubmitted to the humane and affluent, re- 
- Ipectfully foliciting their bounty, be it ever fo fmall, to re- 


eitablith a fellow-creature deftitute of habitation, and reduced 


to the greateft diftrefs. . 
Amount of fubfcriptions received — 23 o 6 


o Further donations will be gratefully received by Meffrs. 
4 Hankey & Co. Fenchurch-ftreet ; Hammerfly & 


| Mall; Mr. R. Donne, No..18, Coleman-itreet; Mr. Parry, 


No. 25, Ludgate-hill; Mr. Davis, No. 20, King-ftreet, St. 


James’s; Mr. Green, No. 18, Dean-ftreet, Borough; and 


o. Pall. . 
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SACRED 


POETR' 


— 


On the Death of Mrs. Bennett, — 


Late the Wife of Mr. Thomas Bennett, 
of Nottingham; a pious Woman, 
who died, greatly lamented, Oct. 26, 
1796; aged 


| Aw art thou gone, to come no 
more ! 
Thou dear companion af my life: ? 
O! how fhall I the lofs deplore, 
Of fuch a Mother, fuch a Wife! 


Defcend, Urania, from the fkies, 
With ail thy melancholy airs 5 

_ Say, when a faithful lover dies, 

What anguith the furvivor bears. 


Who canrelate the happy days, 
Which I in her dear prefence knew ? 

But now my heart, defponding, fays, - 
I mutt for ever bid adieu! | 


Can I forget thofe namelefs charms, 

T hat neatnefs, modefty, and grace, 
Which fill’d me with fuch hopes, alarms, 

“Till quite fecure in my embrace ? 


Thy tender care ; ; thy faithful love; 
Thy prudent condu¢t; feelings fine ; 
With all the virtues from above, | 
Which met in thee, and once were 
mine ? | 


No! my dear bofom-friend fhall live, 
In fpite of death’s relentlefs dart : 
Not time, with all it’s cares, fhall drive 


_ Thy charming image from my heart! | 


The pledges of our mutual love 
In ev’ry {mile their mother thew: 
W here’er my eyes, or fancy rove, 
Thy form is prefent to my view. | 


How often has thy fweet difcourfe 
Compell’d thy partner to be wife! 

Yea, what a pathos, what a force, 
Have {parkled from thy meaning eyes! 


Thy i image ftands before my mind, 
Awake, afleep, abroad, at home : 

But where shall I the fubftance find ? 
Alas! the time maft never come. 


Ah, my dear Charmer! art thou gone? 
Ofe ave I fympathiz’d with thee! 
But I muft forrow all alone 5 

Thou cantt notif ympathize with me. 


In thy affliétion and digtrefs 

I had a heart to\take a fhare ; 

And, tno’ I could not make them lefs, 
With thee I could a burden bear. | 


But now a double load i is mine, 
Without a partner in my grief: 

No more can that dear heart of thine 
Share in my woes} orgiverelicf. 


But why fhould I indulge aftrain, 
Which feems to murmur at my ftate } ? 


_ | My lofs is grievous ;| but my gain 


Will quickly be immenfely great. 


Tho’ in this gloomy wildernefs | 
| I never muft enjoy thee more, 


| There is a happy land of blifs 


_ Above the king of terrors” power. 


Thy happy foul has taken flight, 
Afcended to the realms of day ; 
No more to grapple and to fight 


| With. forrow i ina houfe of clay, 


And - will my fhort race be run, 
ainful confl'é finifhed : 

Thee 11 I do as thou haft done— 

Die, and be number’d with the dead, 


But O, my foul, my better part, 
W ith what emotions will it rife ? 
Then, with what ecftafies of heart 
Shall J enjoy thee in the fkies! 


Then will our pleafures be complete, 
_Sicknefs and death be far away : 

No ague cold, nor fever heat, 
Approach us in celeftial day. 


‘There to be ravith'd with the fight 
Of that dear Jefus, whom we love,—= 
O! my Redeemer! whatdelight, 
To teatt with thee and thine above ! 


While in this fuffering fcene we dwelJ, 
Me and my family fupply : 

Preferve us from the fnarés of hell, 
And make us happy when we die. 


The 
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The s Conflif, 


_ & Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
66 will give thee a crown of life. a 

| ev. il. IO. 
Pr EPARE, my sels to fight prepare : : 
Behold thy enemies are near! 

With. ie. leader of the van, 

The reftlefs, foe of God and man. 


Sep where their scifinnns arrows fly, 
While thoufands all around me die! 
How fhall I ftand, or fafe remain, 
Where many mightier have been flain? 


Now they allure my feet aftray, — 
In fome delightful devious way 5 
And, with he baits of carnal joys, 
Enfnare my heart and charm my eyes. 


Here Beauty tries her fubtle fill, 

Her darts are often known to kill ; 
In fecret ambufcade the lies, 

And makes a by furprize. 


While fenfual tempts the foul 
To quaff the ne¢tar of the bowl; 
Till quite o’ercome, with greedy guft 
She givesa loofe to ev'ry luft. 


Ambition now the bofom fires, 

Which after fleeting fame afpires ; 

While Envy, with tormenting fmart, 
Gnaws like a canker-at the heart. 


Here Prejudice, with jaundic’d eyes, 
Views objects in a falfe difguife ; 
And, ere examination’s paft, 

She judges and condemns in hafte. 


‘While Slander with malicious fpite, 
_ Delights with venom’d tocth to bite, 
At honeft worth, or fome good name, — 
Stranger to truth, averfe to fhame. 


Now Mammon round the heart shila . 
(The bowels of the golden mines, ) 
And his fweet flavery detains 

His captives in the glitt’ring chains. 


But Pride entrench’d lies deep within, 
Parent of almoft ev’ry fin! | 
And when the moft remote fhe feems, 
_Deftroys our beft concerted fchemes. 


Strong Faith’s impenetrable fhield ; 
{ To quench each fiery flying dart, 


SACRED POE 


j Unable, Lord, to meet the foe, 


In thy almighty ftrength I go: 
| O arm me with thy Spirit’s might 


‘This formidable hoft to fight ! 


Thy pow’r invincible can 
The ftrongeft force of earth and hell: 
Kept in the hollow of thy hand, ) 


1 Secure amidf them all I ftand. 


Give me Sicaatnn of heart, 
Never to a&t the traitor’s part ; 
But with a firm courageous a, 
May I thy wife commands fulfil 


Whene’er my fortitude declines: 

Gird thy try’d truth about my loins 5 
And let the holy bandage brace 
Each virtue in it’s proper pince. 


“Let ftri&t integrity of mind, 
With piety and prudence join’d, 


j And righteoufnefs in front appear, 
Breaft-plate, to the vitals lear. 


Make plain my path, my way prepare ; 5 
The facred fandals let-me wear: — 
My feet fhall run the heavenly road, 
When with the peaceful thot. 


Affift me =e of all to wield 


Which Satan throws to wound the heart. 


Salvation’s helmet, cheerful Hope, ae 
Shall bear my drooping fpirits up, 
While I behold, with ardent eyes, 
The crown of' glory in the fkies. 


| And may the Spirit’s two-edg’d {word 


| (The God of truth’s eternal word) 
‘Be bravely brandifh’d in my hand, 
And make each foe at diftance Hand. 


Yet ftill, perpetual pray 
In vain this panoply I bear; 
For if in flothfulnefs I’m found, 
The enemy will gain the ground. 


Watching with caution, may I fp py 
The leaft approach of danger nigh: 
| And, witha perfevering might, 


Put all my nattile foes to flight. 


Hear what thy mighty Leader ithe | 
Be only faithful uato death,”” 
When thou fhalt end this mortal ftrife 
give to thee a crown of 
MANILIUS. 
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For APRIL, 1798. 


SHORT ACCOUNT OF DR. WATTS. 


Extrafted from a Letter of Dr. hn Milner, prefixed to his 


Sermon on Rev. xiv. 13. very little known, it 1s prefumed, 


among our Readers. 


br. Watts lived, the wap am 


Diffenters. His uncommon genius, his polite tafte, his pious 
and ufeful labours, fhould endear his memory to thofe, who 
had the credit and beneft of them. A weak conftitution 
confined him too often from appearing in active life; yet this 
he compenfated by his diligence in the contemplative. He 


did not retreat to indolence and eafe, under the favour of am | 


honourable friendfhip ; but fully employed himfelf in finifh- 


‘ing thofe plans, he defigned for the good of mankigd. The 
-gumber of his works publifhed, and thofe he left behind him 
in manufcript, fhew that he was diligent in his retirement, — 
and animated in his compolitions by generous and focial af- 
fections. His works generally met with acceptance: as he 
wrote with eafe and elegance, and could, from the richnefs 
of his imagination, enliven the moft common fubjects, and 
add a luftre to the moft interefting. His charity was very 
extenfive to hone{t men of different fentiments from himfelf, 
He firmly adhered to what he took to be truth, and as freely, _ 
condemned error; but at the fame time he was ready to. 
~ make allowance for human weaknefs, and to confider the 
different fentiments among Chriftians, if they did not eclipfe 


the diftinguifhing glories of our religion, and deftroy it’s 
practical power and influence, { fay, he could confider them 


aS monuments of our imperfection, and trials of our charity 


! 


for one another. 


Charity 
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- Charity had taken a long and early poffleffion of his foul, 
| where the foft and tender paflions ufed to prevail. If by 


and difficulties, which attend the moft impartial enquiries after 
truth. “ From my Own experiment,” fays he, “ I can ea- 
| fily guefs what confounding intricacies of thought others 
 pafs through in their honeft fearches after truth. Thefe 
conflidts did exceedingly enlarge my foul, and {tretched my 


| @ charity to a vaft extent.”* He was fenfible how much > 


vital religion fuffered by uncharitablenefs, and affigns this as 


one unhappy fource of it, viz. “that a great part of the 
© profeflors of our holy religion, make their heads the chief 
feat of it; and fcarce ever fuffer it to defcend and warm) 


© their hearts. Jefusthe Saviour has been difcovered to them 
jn agood degree of outward light, but has never been re- 
vealed in them” with power, nor their fouls changed by di- 
_@ yine grace into the image of the gofpel.+’’ ‘Towards the 
clofe of this piece, diffuading from the danger of fo detefted 


a vice, he exprefles himfelf in the following affecting man- | 
ner. “ The uncharitable man wounds the very vitals of © 


that religion, by which he hopes for eternal life: and 


«© whilft his ney rages againft his brother, for accidental dif. 
akes the very foundations of his own Chrif-_ 


«“ ferences, he 


 tianity, and endangers or prevents his own falvation. His 
 boafted orthodoxy in opinion is made vain, while his prac- 


“ tical ungodlineffles are fo real, and his faith appears tobe _ 


little better, than that of devils, when he mingles fo much 

of their malice with it.”t- | 
Such was Dr. Watts’s Chriftian temper, fo friendly, and 

catholic, that it difpofed him to friendfhip with > of 


different denominations. Such were his abilities and Ja-_ 
bours, that he has acquired to his name a kind of immortality 
on earth. His name will be mentioned with refpe€, whilft © 


true vital religion preferves it’s authority amongft us ; whilft 
_Jiberty and the gofpel fhall be the honour of Great Britain. 
When we come to inftruct our young friends at home, or 
to praife God in our public afte 
_ Excellent Man will be refpeéted, who has furnifhed us with 
fuch agreeable helps for both: neither will his name or worth 
_ be unknown to the fchools of philofophy. _ a 


* Effay againft Uncharitablenefs, p. 12. ed. 1707. | 


fome rules of order, he fell in with, he was obliged to reftrain © 
his communion, yet it had no effcé to confine his charity. | 
From his own trials, he was convinced of the many doubts | 


emblies, the name of this © 
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THE CONFESSION OF FAITH, PUT INTO THE — 


“HANDS OF KING CHARLES II. BY MR. THOMAS 


GRANTHAM, AN EMINENT GENERAL BAPTIST 


MINISTER. 


(See page 47; No. 2, and page go, No. 3; of this Magazine.) 
Crofby’s Hiftory of the Englifh Baptifts, vol. iil. p. 79. and 


/ | vol, Ze Appendix, 0. LV. 


A Brief CONFESSION or DECLARATION of FAITH, 


lately prefented to King Charles the Second; fet forth by many 
of us, who are falfly called Anabaptifts, to inform all men, in 
thefe days of fcandal and reproach, of our innocent Belief 
and Praétice ; for which we are not only refolved to fuffer 
perfecution to the lofs of our goods, but alfo life itfelf, rather 
than to decline the fame. Subfcribed by certain Elders, Dea- 
cons, and Brethren, met.at London in the behalf of themfelves, 
and many others unto whom they belong, in London, and in 
— feveral counties of this nation, who are of the fame faith with us. 


_ J. WE believe, and are very confident, that there is but 
one God the Father, of whom are all things, from everlaft-_ 


‘ing t6 everlafting, glorious and unwordable in all his attri- 
butes. 4& Cor. viii. 6. Ifa. xl. 28. 


II. That God in the beginning made man upright, and 


put him into a ftate and condition of glory, without the leaft - 


mixture of mifery; from which he, by tranfgreffion, fell, and 
fo came into a miferable and mortal eftate, fubject unto the 


firft death. Gen. i. 31. Ecclef. vii. 29. Gen. ii. 17. and 


lil. 617, 18, Ig. 
III. That there is one Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom are 
all things, who is the only begotten Son of God, born of the 
virgin Mary; yet as truly David’s Lord, and David’s root, 
as David’s fon and David’s offspring ; whom God freely fent 


into the world, becaufe of his great love unto the world; 


who as freely “ gave himfelf a ranfom for all; tafting death 
“for every man; a propitiation for our fins; and not for 
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~ ours only, but alfo for the fins of the whole world.” : 
XX. 24. Rey. xxii. 16. 1 Tim.ii. 5, 6. 1 John li, Bs 


ordained (and abiding faithful in their w orks) we own a 


Heb. ii. 9. 
1V. “ That God is not willing that any fhould f 


‘¢ but that all fhould come to repentancc,” 2 Pet. 


«6 and the knowledge of the truth, that they might be fa ed, 2 


the gofpel (to wit, the glad tidings of hemiffion of fi ns) h 
-be preached to every creature, Mark xvi. 15. So that‘no 
man fhall eternally fufferin hell (that is, the fecond death) 


_ for want of a Chrift that died for them ; but, as the fcripture | . 
faith, for denying the Lord that bought. them,” 2 


ii. t. or becaufe they “ believe not in the name of the only 


- & begotten Son of God,” John iii. 18. Unbelicf there- 


fore being the caufe why the juft and righteous God will 


condemn the children of men, it follows, againft all contra- _ 
diction, that all men, at one time or other, are put into 
fuch a capacity, as that (through the grace of God) they 
may be eternally faved. Johni. 7. Acts xvii. 30, Mark 
wi. 6. Heb. iii. 10, 18, ig. 1 John v.10. Johnili. 17. 
That’ fuch who firit orderly come into, and 
brought up in the fchool of Chrift’s church, and waiting © 
there, come to degrees of Chriftianity, ‘rightly qualified, and 


confiderably gifted by God’s Spirit, ought to exercife their 
gifts, not only in the church, but alfo (as occafion ferves) 


to preach to the world (they being approved of by the church 


fo to do) Acts Xi. 22,. 23, 24. ch. xi. 19, 20. and that 


among fuch fome are to be chofen by the church, and or- 


dained by fafting, prayer, and laying on of hands, for th 
work of the miniftry. Ads xiii. 2, 3. and i. 23. Suc 


minitters of the gofpel ; but all fuch who come not firft t 
repent of their fins, believe on the-Lord Jefus, and fo baptize 
in his name for the remiflion of fins, but are only brought 


up in the fchools of human learning, to the attaining human _ 


arts, and variets of languages, with many vain curiofities ot 


{peech, Cor. i. aor. ik. 1, 4, 5. feeking 
ther the gain of large revenucs, than the gain of fouls to 


God: fuch (we fay) we utterly deny, being fuch as have 
need rather to be taught themfelves, than Gt to teach others, | 


Rom. ii. 21. 


Vi. That the way fet forth by God for men to be jufti- 


_in, is by faith in Chrift, Rom. v. That is to fay, 


When men thall alent to the truth of he yc{pel, believing, 
with 
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with all their hearts, that there is remiffion of fins, and etes- 


nal life to be had in Chrift. And that Chrift therefore is 


moft worthy their conftant affeQlions, and fubjection to all 
his commandments ; and therefore refolve, with purpofe of 
heart, fo to fubje& unto him in all things, and no longer unto 


themfelves, 2 Cor. v. 15. And fo thall (with all godly 
-forrow for the fins paft) commit themfelves to his grace, 
_ confidently depending upon him, for that which they believe 
is to be had in him: fuch fo believing are juftified from all 
their fins, their faith fhall be accounted unto them for 


righteoufnefs. Rom. iv. 22, 23,24. and iil. 255 26. 


VII. That there is one holy Spirit, the precious gift of — 


God, freely given to fuch as obey him, Ephef. iv. 4. . A&s 


v. 32. that thereby they may be thoroughly fandtified, and 
made able (without which they are altogether unable} to 
abide ftedfaft in the faith, and to honour the Father, and his — 
~ Son Chrift, the author and finifher of their faith. 1 Cor. 
wi. 21. There are three that bear record in heaven; the 


Father, the Word, the Holy Spirit, and thefe three are one, 
1 Johnv. 7. which fpirit of promife fuch as have not yet 
received (though they fpeak much of him) that are fo far 
out of ‘* love, peace, long-fuffering, genticnefs, goodnefs, 
‘s meeknefs, and temperance (the fruits of the Spirit,” Gal. 


vy. 22, 23.) as that they breathe out much cruelty, and great 


envy againtt the liberties, and peaceable living of fuch as are 
not of their judgment, though holy as to dieke converfations. 
VII1. That God hath, even before “ the foundation of 
“the world, chofen (or ‘eleGed) to eternal life, fuch as 
“ believe,’ and fo are in Chriit, John iii. 16. Ephef. i. 4. 
2 ‘Then. iit. 13. yet confident we are, that the purpofe of 
God, according to clection, was not in the leaft arifing from 


fassheen faith in, or works of righteoufnefs done by the crea+ 
ture, but only from the mercy, goodnefs, and com pailion dwel- 
ling in God, and fo “ it is of him that calleth,” Rom.ix. 11. 


whofe purity and unwordable holinefs.cannot admit of any 
unclean perfon (or thing) to be in his prefence ; therefore 


his decree of mercy reaches only the godly man, whom, faith 


David, God “ hath fet apart for himtelf,” Pfal. iv. 

IX. That men not confidered fimply as men, but ungodly 
men, “ were of old ordained to condemnation,” confidered 
as ach: who turn the grace of God into wantonnefs, and 
deny the only Lord God, and our Lord Jefus Chrift, Jude 4. 
God indeed fends a trong delufion to men, that they might 


be damned, but we oblerve that they are fuch, as faith the 
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 apoftle, that‘ received not the love of the truth, that ley 
* might be faved,” 2 Theff. ii. 10, 11, 12. and fo the in- 
_ dignation and wrath of God, is upon “every foul of man 
« that doth evil,” living and dying therein, “ for there is no 
& gefpect of perfons with God,” Rom. ii.9, 10, 
_X. That all children dying in infancy, having not actu- 
se eee ally tranfgrefied againft the law of God in their own perfons, | 


_ are only fubject to the firft death, which comes upon the 
by the fin of the firft Adam, from whence they fhall be all. 
_ yaifed by the fecond Adam; and not that any one of them 
(dying in that eftate) fhall fuffer for Adam’s Ay eternal pu- 
ee nithment in hell (which is the fecond death) ‘ for to fuch 
“belongs the kingdom of heaven,”’ 1 Cor. xv. 22. Mat 
xix. 14. not daring to conclude with that uncharitable opi. 
nion of others, who though they plead much for the bring- 
+ -—~——s ng of children into the vifible church here on earth by bap- | 
tifm; yet neverthelefs, by their doctrine, that Chrift died but 
for fome, fhut a great part of them out of the kingdom of 
heaven for ever. 
_ XI. That the right and only way of gathering churches | 
(according to Chrift’s appointment, Sa XXVIll. 19, 20.) is 
_ firft to teach, or preach the gofpel, Mark xvi. 16. to the 
_ fons and daughters of men; and then to daptize (that is, in 
Englifh, to dip) in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, or in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, fuch onl 
of them as profefs “ repentance! towards God, and faith to~ 
wards our Lord Jefus Chrift.”’ Ads ii. 38. ch. viii. 12. 
ch. xviii. 8. And as for all fuch who preach not this doc- 
trine, but inftead thereof, that {cripturelefs thing of fprink- — 
ling of infants, ( falfely called bapti{m) whereby the pure word 
of God is made of no effeé?, and the New Teftament way of 
_' bringing in members into the church by regeneration, caft 
_ out; when as the bond woman and her fon, that is to fay, the aa 
Old Teftament way of bringing in children into the church | | 
__ by generation is caft out, as faith the fcripture, Ga]. iv. 22, 
23, 24,30. Matt. iii. 8, 9. All fuchweutterly deny; for- 
-afmuch as we are commanded to “ have no fellowfhip with | 
“the unfruitful works of darknefs, but rather to reprove 
We 
_ XII. That it is the duty of all fuch who are believers | 
baptized, to draw nigh unto God in.fubmiffion to that prin- — 
ciple of Chrift’s doétrine, to wit, prayer, and laying on of 
hands, that they may receive the promife of the holy Spirit, 
| vi. 1,2. Acts vill. 12, ch. xix. 6. 2 Tim. 
i, 6. + Whereby they may “ mortify the deeds of the body,” 
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Rom. viii. 13. and live in all things anfelerable to » their pro- 


fefled intentions and defires, even to the honour of him, 


<¢ who hath called them out of darknefs into ee marvellous 
“ light.” . 


XIII. That it is the duty of fuch, who are conftituted as 


aforefaid, to continue ftedfaftly in Chrift’s and the apoftle’s 
doétrine, and aflembling together, in ad Pp, in breaking 
of bread and prayers, Acts ii. 42.. 

XIV. That although we thus declare fot the primitive 
= and order of conftituting churches, yet we verily believe, 
an 
the form and order of Chrift’s doétrine, fhall alfo beautify 
the fame with a holy and wife converfation, in all podlinels 


and honefty, the otofallion of the vifible form will be ren- 


dered to them of no effect; “ for without holinefs no man 


_  fhall fee the Lord,” Heb. xii. 14. Ifa. i. 11, 12, 15, 16. 


‘XV. That the elders or paftors which God has appointed 
to overfee, and feed his church, (conftituted as aforefaid) are 
fuch, who firft being of the ‘number of difciples, thall in 


time appear to be “ vigilant, fober, of good behaviour, given — 


“ to hofpitality, apt to teach, &c. not greedy of filthy lucre, 

«< (as too many national minifters are) but patient; not a 
“ brawler, not covetous,’”’ &c. and as fuch chofe, and or- 
dained to office, (according to the order of fcripture, A&ts 


xiv. 23.) who are to feed the flock with meat) in due feafon, — 


and in much love to rule over them with all care, feekin 


after fuch as go aftray: but as for all fuch who labour to 


feed themfelves with the fat, more than to feed the flock, 
Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 3. feeking more after theirs than them, ex- 


prefsly contrary to the practice of the minifters of old, who | 


faid, “ we feek not yours, but you,” 2 Cor. \xii. 14. All 
fuch we utterly deny, and hereby bear our continued tefti- 
mony againft them, as fuch whom the prophets of old bore 
teftimony again{ft. Ezek. xxxiv. 


XVI. That the minifters of Chrift that habe freely re- 


ceived from God, ought freely to minifter to others, 1 Cor. 


ix. 17. and that fuch who have fpiritual things |freely minif- 
tered to them, ought freely to communicate neceflary things 
to the minifters (upon the account of their charge) 1 Cor. 


ix. 11. Gal. vi. 6. and as for tithes, or any forced mainte-_ 
Nance, we, utterly deny to be the maintenance of gofpel mi~ 


nifters. 


XVII. That the true church of Chrift snl after the 


firft and fecond admonition, to reject all herctics, Tit. iii. 


IO, 11. and in the name of the Lord to withdraw from all — 
| fuch | 


alfo declare, that unlefs men fo profeffling and practiling - 
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fuch as the way of the Lord, but Hiforderly ify 
their eonverfations, 2 Theil. iii. 6. or any way caufe divyi- 


fhons or offences, contrary to the doctrine (of Chriit ) which 
they have learned, Rom. xvi. 17. 

That fuch who are trne even branches 
in Chriit the Vine (and that in his account, whom he ex- 


_hhorts to abide in him, John xv. 1, 2, 3> 4,5-) or fuch who 


have charity out of a puré heart, and of a yood contcience, 
and of faith unfeigned, 1 Tim. i. 5. may neverthelefs, for 
want of watch(ulnefs, Gidieve: and turn afide from the fame, 


ver. 6, 7. and become as withered branches, caft into the. 
. fire and burned, John xv. 6. But’ fuch “ who add unto 


“their faith virtue, and unto virtue knowledge, and unto 
« knowledge temperance,’ " &c. 2 Pet. 1. §, 6, 7. fuch “ fhall 
“ never fall,” ver. 8,9, Io. It is impothible for all the falfe 


- Chrifls and falfe prophets that are, and are to come, to de- 


ceive fuch; for they are “kept” by - power of God, 
“ through faith. unto falvation,” i Pet, 1. 


XIX. That the poor faints belonging fas the church of 


Chriit, are to be fufficiently provided for by the churches, 


that they neither want food or raiment; and this by a free 


and voluntary contribution, and ‘not. of neceflity, or by the 
conftraiiit or power of the magiftrate, 2 Cor. ix. 7. 1 Cor. 


Vill. 11, 12. and this through. the free and voluntary help of 
the deacons, (called overieers of the poor ) being faithful men; 


chofen by the church, and ordained by prayer “and laying on 
of hands to that work: Acts vi. I, 2, 3 45 55 6. So ‘that 


there is no need tn the church of ‘Chrift of a magttterial © 
~compuliion in this cafe, as there is among others, who being 


conftituted in a flefhly and generational way, are neceflitated 
to make ufe of a Barna {word, to compel even a fmall, mean, 


and fhort maintenance for their poor; when as many other 


members of their churches cap and do part with great and 
Jarge fums of, money to maintain their vata fafhions, gold, 
pearls, and cottly arrey; which is exprefsly contrary to the, 
word of God, 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 1 Pet. iii, 2... Alas, ” 


«© What will ‘fach | do when God rifeth up? and when he 


“ viliteth, what will they anfwer him?” Job xxxi. 14. 
oe That there fhall be (through Chrift, who was dead, 


but is alive again from the dead) a refurretion of al] men 


from the graves of the earth, Ifai. xxvi. 19. both the juft 


_ and the un)juft, Adts xxiv. 15. that is, the flefhly bodies of 
men, fown into the graves of the earth, corruptible, ditho- 


nourable, weak, natural, (which fo confidered cannot inherit 


the kingdom of aia fhall be raifed acain, incorruptible, in 


glory 
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glory, in power, {fpiritual ; and fo confidered, the bodies of. 
the faints (united again to their fpirits) which here fuffer for 
Chrift, fhall inherit the kingdom, reigning together with 
Chrift. 1 Cor. xv. 2%, 22, 42, 43, 44, 49) Bane.) 
XXI. That there fhall be after the refurrection from the 
graves of the earth, an eternal judgment, at the appearing of 
Chrift and his kingdom, 2 Tim. iv. r. Heb. ix. 27. at 
which time of judgment, which is unalterable and irrevoca- 
ble, every man fhall receive according to the things done in 
his body, 2 Cor. v. 10.) 
XXII. That the fame Lord Jefus who fhewed himfelf 
alive after his paffion, by many infallible proofs, Acts 1. 3. 
which was taken up from the difciples, and carried up into 
heaven, Luke xxiv. 51. “ fhall fo come in like manner as 
“he was feen go into heaven,” Acts 1. 9, 10, And 
~“ when Chrift, who is our life, fhall appear, we fhall alfo ap. 
“< pear with him in glory,” Col. iil. 4. “ For then fhall he 
“be King of kings, and Lord of lords,” Rev. \X1x. 16, 
“ For the kingdom is his, and he is the Governor among the 
“ nations,” Pfal. xxii. 28. “ and King over all the earth,’’ 
Zech. xiv. g. “ and we fhall reign with him on the earth,” 
ev. v.10. ‘ The kingdoms of this world (which men fo 
‘ mightily ftrive after here to enjoy) fhall become the king- 
‘doms of our Lord, and his Chrift,’’ Rev. xi. 15.\ For 
“ all is yours, (O ye that overcome this world) fos ye are. 
“ Chrift’s, and Chrift is God’s,” 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23.\ “ For 
“ unto the faints fhall be given the kingdom, and the great. 
“ nefs of the kingdom, under (mark that) the whole heaven,”’ 
Dan. vii. 27. Though, alas, now many men be fcar¢e con- 
tent that the faints fhould have fo much as a being jamong — 
them ; but when Chrift fhall appear, then fhall be their day, 
‘then fhall be given unto them power over the nations, to 
rule them with a rod of iron, Rev. it. 26, 27. Then fhall 
they receive a crown of life, which no man {hall take fiom 
_ them, nor'they by any means turned, or overturned from it; 
for the oppreflor fhall be broken in pieces, Pfal. Ixxii. 4. 
and their now vain rejoicings turned into mourning and bit- 
ter lamentations ; as it is written, Job xx. 5,6,7. “ The 
“ triumphing of the wicked is fhort, and the joy of the hy- 
““pocrite but for a moment: though his excellency mount 
“up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet 
“‘ fhall he perifh for ever, like his own dung; they which 
“have feen him, fhall fay, Where is he?” | 4 
That the holy feriptureis the rule whereby faints, 
both in matters of faith and converfation, are to be regie 
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lated ; they being «¢ able to make men wife unto falvation, 


os throug h faith in Chrift Jefus ; profitable for doGtrine, for 
‘< repr sine for inftruction in righteoufnefs, that the man of 
‘< God may be perfect, thoroughly furnifhed unto all good 
“ works,” 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. John ‘XX. 30. Ifa. 
vill. 20. 

XXIV.~ That it is will mind of God, in thefe 
gofpel times, that all men fhould have the free liberty of 
their own confciences in matters of religion or worfhip, with- 

out the leaft oppreffion or perfccution, as fimply upon that 


account; and that for any in authority otherwife to act, we 
“confidently believe is exprefsly contrary to the mind of 
Chrift; who requires, that ‘‘ whatfoever men would that 
others fhould do unto them, they fhould even fo do unto 


** others,’ Matt. vii. 12. and that the tares and the wheat 
fhould grow together in the field, which is the world, until 
the harveft, which is the end of the world, Matt. xiii. 29» | 


30 38) 39. 


XXV. We that there ought to be civil magi. 
_ trates in all nations, ‘¢ for the punifhment of evil doers, and 


‘¢ for the praife of them that do well,” 1 Pet. ii. 14. and 
that all wicked lewdnefs.and flefhly filthinefs, contrary to 
jufl and wholefome (civil) Jaws, ought to be punifhed ac-_ 
‘cording to the nature of the offences ; and this without re-— 
fpect of any perfons, religion, or profeflion whatfoever ; and — 
that we, and all men are obliged by gofpel rules, ‘© to be 


 * fubjeét to the higher powers, to obey magiftrates,” Tit. 


iit. 1. and to fubmit to every ordinance of man for the 
“* Lord’s fake,” as faith Peter, ii. 13. But in cafe the ci- 


vil power do or fhall at any time impofe things about mat- 


ters of religion, which we, through confcience to God, cannot 
actually obey, then we, with Peter do alfo fay, that we ought 


ja fuch cafes to obey God rather than men, v. (29. 
ahd accordingly do heal declare our whole aud holy in- 


tent and purpofe, that through the help of grace we will not 
yield, nor in fuch cates in the leaft actually obey them ; yet 
humbly purpofing, in the Lord’s ftrength, patiently to fuffer 
whatfoever fhall be inflied upon us our confcionable for- 
bearance. * 


Thefe things, O ye fons and daughters of men, we verily — 
believe to be the Lord's will and mind, and therefore cannot 
but fpeak! And if hercin we differ from many, yea, from 
multitudes, from the hearned, the wife and prudent of this | 


world, 
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world, we, with Peter and John, do herein make our folemn 
and ferious appeal ; namely, ‘* Whether it be right in the 
<* fight of God to hearken unto men (of a contrary perfua- 
‘© fion) more than unto God.” OQ let the judicious judge 


righteous judgment. Aé@s iv. 19, 20. And in the belief 
and pra¢tice of thefe things, it being the good old apoftolical — 


way, our fouls have found that reft and foul peace which the 


world knows not, and which they cannot take from us. Of 
whom then fhall we be afraid? ‘* God is become our 
*< ftrength, our light, our falvation ;” therefore are we re-. 
folved, through grace, to feal the truth of thefe things, in a 
way of fuffering perfecution ; not only to the lofs of our 


goods, freedoms, or liberties, but with our lives alfo, if 

Moreover we do utterly, and from our very hearts, in the 
Lord’s fear, dec!are againft all thofe wicked and devilith re- 
ports, and reproaches, falf ly caft upon us, as though fome of 
us ‘in and about the city of London) had lately gotten knives, 
ho.ked knive>, and the like, and great ftore of arms befides 
what was given forth by order of parliament, intending to 


cut the throats of {uch as were contrary minded to us in 


matters of religion; and that many fuch knives and arms, 


for the carrying on fome feeret d-fign, had been tound in 


fome of our houfes by fearch: we fay, from truth of heart, 
in the Lord’s fear, that we do uttcrly abhor, and abominate 
the thoughts thereof, aud much more the a@tions; and do 
hereby challenge both city and country (in our innocency 
herein) as being not able to prove the things whereof they 


accufe us; and do for evermore declare the inventors of fuch : 
reports, to be liars, and wicked devifers of mifchief, and cor- 


rupt defiyns. God that is above all will juftify our innoceney 
herein, who well knows our integrity in what we here de- 


_ clare, the Lord lay it not to their charge. In the time of — 
building the decayed houfe of God, Sanballat and Tobiah 


(wick: d countellors; hired Shemaiah, to make good Nche- 
miah afraid ; and | .boured again:: him, that they might have 
matter for an evil report; that they might reproach him, 
and hinder the building of the houfe of God, Neh. vi. 12. 


‘* For I haye heard,” faith the prophet, ‘* the defaming of. 


‘‘many; Report, fay they, and we will report it,” Jer. 


> LQ. | 


Subfcribed by certain Elders, Deacons and Brethren, met at 
| London, 


g 


‘ 


alll 


, 


} 


2 


i 
i 


' London, in the firft month called March, 1660, in | the 
behalf of themielves, and many others unto whom ‘+t! 
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belong in London, and in feveral counties of this nation, 
who are of the fame faith with US; 


Wright 
illiam Jeffery 
Thomas Monk 


John Hartnol 


~ London, printed for Francis Smith, at the Paphant and 
 (aftle, near Temple Bar. M.DC,LX. 


Benjamin Morley 


Francis Stanley 
George Hammon 
William Smart 
John Reeve | 
Thomas Parrot» 

John Wood 
Francis Smith 
Edward Jones 
Humphry Jones 
Matthew Caffen 

Samuel Loveday 

ohn Parfons, fen. 

Thomas Stacey 

Edward Stanly 


Jonathan Jennings 


| John Hamerily 


William Roffel 
_Jofeph Keech 


George Wright 


John Wells. 


Willam Chadwell 
William Raph | 
Henry Browne 
‘William Paine 
Richard Bowin 
Thomas Smith 


Nicholas Newbery 


Samuel Lover 


John Parions, jun. 
‘fhomas Grantham 
John Claton 
‘Thomas Scele 
Michael Whitticar 
Giles Browne 


Stephen Torie 
Thomas Lathwel 


Owned and approved by more than twenty alan, 


N. B. Though we have publithed this Confeffion of 


Faith, and earneftly recommend it to the attention of our 


readers ; yet we donot mean to infinuate that all the Gene- 
ral Baptifts of the prefent age approve of ‘every fentiment 


contained in it ; 
actly in the fame manner. 


or would choole to exprefs themielves: 


“COR. 
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To the Editor of the General Bapti if? Nae 


THE hints, upon the fubjet of were 
Originally printed, with a view to circulate them gratis. 
‘They were chicfiy defigned for the ufe of thofe whofe 
volatility of difpofition, or numerous avogations, difquetity 
them for reading any thing large upon the fubject. 
| If the little piece will no: degrade your Magazine, the in- 

fertion of it will oblige fome of your, readers; and, 

amongit others, | 


Your’s, with deference, 


Ti IP. 


BELIEVER’S BAPTISM. 


Introdu@ory Remarks. 


Proves of religion in general confider Baptifm 
as a duty ; and a it ought to be attended toin fome way | 
2. .Baptifm isa pofitive inftitution; and, therefore, we 
| muft have fome plain precept, or example, to direct us, both | 
refpect to the perfons who are to be baptized, and the 
manner in which this ordinance mutt be admini‘tered. 
3. If we proceed in this ordinance, or in any other, | | 
without authority from fcripture, God will reject our fervices, | ° | 
with ‘© Who hath required this at your hands f”—** In vain | 
‘do ye worfhip me, teaching tor doctrines the command, 
ments of men.” 
4. Baptiim is an ordinance peculiar to the gofpel difpen- | 
fation ; nib therefore, the rule of our duty muit be fought | 
in the New Tefiament, and not in the Old, 


The Law which enjoins Bapiifm ma. be fountl Matt. 
rg. It enjoins aduty, durable as the unchanging. 4 
difpenfation to which it belongs To charge the command 4 

with ob/curity is a daring impeachment of Divine Wifdom 


| | 
| | 
— | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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and Leve. To fuppofe the Apoftles did not andl nd tis 
highly abfurd! They certainly mutt underftand it right; 
and their practice muft be the bett comment upon it, 
6. If by fearching facred hiftory, we can learn how the 
“| Apofiles attended to Baptifm, we are bound to follow their 
example: nor canany argument, derived from education, — 
cuftom, fafhion, popularity, fuppofed indelicacy, 
danger, national character, difference of climate, non effen-_ 
tiality, &c. &c. juitity thofe who live in negle& ; for, what 
are all thefe, when oppoted to Divine Law, to primitive and 
univerfal practice : 


3 


The with the each, are fu 
mitted to the Reader's candid Conjfic deration. | 
 Firft. We have no proof from fcripture, that the Apofile 
ever baptized by /prinkling. 
they. baptized by Iprinkling, It 1s reafonabl 
fuppofe that they would have-tuld us fo; but no 
bie of EL ean be collected from the New Teftament. 
The word daptize does not fignity to [prinkte, but to 
Maw ; this, fays Bithop Bofluet, ‘¢ is granted by all the | | 
+ world.” The Apoftles muft knncivy that this was the im- aa 
port of the word, and fidelity to their mafter would induce 
them to immerfe or dip, and not to. /prinkle. 
3. If a few drops of water from a bafon were inal 
for this ordinance, how abfurd and unaccountable the con- 
du&t of the Apofitles!) They chofe places, where there was 
much water, a becaufe there was much water. They went | 
into rivers or waters to baptize. Modern 
for {prinkling are too judicious to give the fubjects fo much si 
unneceflary trouble! And fhall we dare to charge the Apot- 
tles with fol//y, to keep up the credit of /prinkling ? 

. 4. The words baptifm, &c. are fometimes ufed in {crip- im 
ture in an allufive or figurative fenfe : Chrift’s fuffering sare: 
called a Baptifm—the miraculous effufions of the “Holy | 

Ghoft are called a Baptifm—and the Apottle We 
«© are buried with him by Baptifm, &c.’’ Can we fuppofe 
that Chriit was /prinkled with fufferings | ; that the A poftles 
were [prinkled with the Holy Ghoit ; that a body i 1S uviea 
when a few particles of duit are (prinkled upon it? Abfurd | 
fuppofitions ! But if dipping or covering with water be 
proper baptifm, then the paflages referred to are clear, and 
the allufions proper; becaule the refemblance i is ftriking. a 
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Inference. As fprinkling i is not thofe who! have 
been only {prinkled, have not been baptized at all. 


Secondly. We have no {cripeural to baptize 
infants. | 


Arg. 1. If the Ap oftles baptized infants, it is reafanable | be 
to fuppofe they wold have told us fo; but we have not the _ 
-leatt intimation of their baptizing one infant i in all their tra- 


vels. hey fpeak ot baptizing Men 4: Women, but ne- 
ver Infants. . 

2. The things required of candidates by the Apoftles 
neceffarily exclude infants. They required them to regard | 
inftru€tion, to repent, confefs, reform, and believe—infants 
are incapable of thefe ; therefore not the proper fubjedts of 
baptilm. 


It is granted that the Apofiles baptized feveral houfholds; 
but there are many houfholds without infants—the Bible fays f 
nothing about infants in thefe—what is faid of. thefe houf- 
holds cannot with any truth be faid of infants; they be- 


lieved, rejoiced, and miniftered ; :—are infants capable of 
thefe? 
It is certain too that infants or children were brought to. 


Jefus, and that he blefied them, &c. But nothing is” faid 


about baptizing them ; and it is certain that Chri did not 


old. 


We hear of baptifm fucceeding circumeifion 


and as infants were circumcifed, fo they ought to be admitted 
to baptifm. The abfurdity of fuch reafoning might be 


eafily fhewn: but it is fufficient to fay, this ftrange fucceflion 


is no where taught in deripture ; ; and, therefore, we have 
nothing to do with it. ’ 
Inference. As infant {prinkling isa human invention, it — 
is in vain to expe& the fmiles of God upon it; and there- 
fore the commonly received opinion mutt be erroneous and 


injurious, which fuppofes that infants, when fprinkled, age 


made Members ot Chrift, ‘Children of God, and Inhe-— 


riters of the Kingdom of Heaven.” A fuppofttion this, 


abfurd in the extreme, contrary to feripture, refuted by uni- 


verfal obfervation, and dangerous in proportion to the credit 


it gains in the religious world. There is reaion to fear, that 
many, when they: come to years of maturity, implicitly 
following the rubric, and being confirmed in the miltake by 


the Bifbop, truft to their fprink ling fervice, and go fecurely 
fo ruin 


Thirdly. 


baptize them, for he never bapti ized any, either young or! | 


om 


| 
| 
4 
“4 


Thirdly. There is all the proof that we can reafonably 
defire, that the Apottles baptized by dipping: or by} immer 
fion, 

Arg. t. The Apoftles certainly did baptize in way 
| OF other :—It is hoped that the preceding obfervations prove 

that they did not /prinkle, therefore infer that dipping was the q 
_ tapoftolical way of baptizing. 
_- 9, The radical primary fenfe of the word baptize, re- 
quired them todipor plunge. 
places they chofe, and their coing dowh inte 
thefe places, make it manifeft, that they baptized by im- 
merfion. 

Fourthly. Tt is undeniably evilient that many believers 
were baptized by the Apoftles. 
many other examples, we find Stephanas, 
Jailor, Lunuch, and in Acts ii. we read of three thoufand 
who. were baptized. 

As we have here three thoufand ied four plain in 
favour of Believers Baptifm, and not one example of infant 
_ fprinkling, or infant dipping, in all the writings and travels 
of the Apoitles ; let confcience decide what is the line of 
duty. 
_ Laftly. An Epitome of our. Reafons for practifing Be- 
liever’s Baptifm. 
Not becaufe we with to differ from our fellow-profeffors 
_ of other denominations ; nor becaufe we expect that water 
wafh’away our fins, or procure any part.of our lvation : 
we baptize this way becaufe, | 
4. Weare commanded to do fo ; and bi 1S prefumptuous 
to flight it upon the ground of non-effentiality, or upon any ia 
other pretence whatevcr. 
2. We cannot in confcience trifle with loli, becaufe 
that i in effect charges Chrift with being a 7 rifler. 
3%. Becaufe we wifh, on earth, to walk in the imitable 
 fteps of that Jefus with whom we hope to live in heaven for 

ever. 
Becaufe Chrift calls it a part of and 
we defire io fulfil all righteoufnefs, that we may avoid thofe 
‘guilty fears which arife from neglect. eee 

5. Becaufe we are anxious to avoid the cenfure due to 
hyp ocrites—‘* Why call ve me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things that ] fay ?’ 


6. Becaufe we with to be, and prove ourfelves to be the 
riends of Chrift, by univerfaily his commands. 


Ye 
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“ Ye are my friends,” fays Jefus, “if ye do whatever I 


“ command you.” 


7. Becauie we keep in view that folemin day, when we 


muit give up our accounts to the Judge of the world. 

May all who read thefe remarks, fo follow the LAMB, 
that at the laft day JESUS may fay, ‘* Welldone good- and 
“faithful fervant, enter thou into the joy of | thy LORD,” 


The reader is defired to confult the following paflages of 


‘{cripture. 
Matt. Chap. xxviil. 19.—Johniv. 1,2. III. 


ii. 38, 39, 41. VIII. 12, 13, 36,37, 38. IK. 18. X. 47 
48. XVI. 14, 15, 30, to 34.— Matt, lil. 6.— Mark 


(To the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine 
$1 R, | 

THE people over whom I have the honour to prefide ap- 
‘pointed a refpectable Brother to be an Affiftant to me in 


the care of the Church. I afterwards gave him the follow- 
ing Letter: and he thinks that if it were \p publifhed, it 


| might do others good as well as himfelf. If you think fo 


too, pleafe to give it a place | in your Magazine. 


My dear Friend and Brother, 


AS the Church has unanimoufly chofen you th take part 
with me in the important charge of watching for fouls, per- 
mit me to congratulate, and to rejoice with Yous | on the OC- 
Cafion. 

To be a door- keeper in the houfe of God, is above all 
earthly honour ; but to be officers in his church, pillars in his 
temple, ftewards in his houfe, is honour, 1s glory which an- 
gels ma envy. Q, brother, while you are humbled under 


a deep lenfe of your own unworthinefs, reyoice in the Divine 


Goodnefs, and fay from the heart, “ Lord, i am thy fervant ! 
am thy fervant—what have me to do? 
“ What fhall l render to the Lord for all his benefits ?’’ 


This is confiftent with * thy will be done on earth as it isin — 


“ heaven.”? This temper is an earneit of the bleff ednefs 
above: happy in it’s enjoyment ; happy in it’s effects. This 
xX is 
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to which you are appointed. 


office of divine appointment to the churche 
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is the of the angels in glory, and of the of jut 
‘men made perfect. — ‘Evermore be emulous t enjoy this tem- 
per. You will have need of it as a Chriftian; but efpeciall 
Aig will have need of it as an help in the church of God. 

I am confcious that I am not able, that I never was able, 
to ferve the church as it ought to be ferebd. % bod: ly 
and mental powers, are infufficient for the work. But it 
gives me peculiar fatisfaction to reflect, that the church, has” 
Jeffened my burden. by appointing you to cpee a part with 
me: and the’ pleafure is greatly increafed o reflecting, with — 
what readinefs, yet difiidence, you acceded to it’s defire. A 
happy omen that you will act with cheerfulnefs in the pro- 


In compliance with your requeft, I will veniligre to give 
you a word of advice, or a few hints which I hope may be 
of ufe to you in the difcharge of your duty. I have no 
doubt but your charity will put “the beit conftruction, on what. 
you. will difcover weak or inconclufive, and that your inge- 
enuity will fupply the deficiency with a proper. improve- 
ment. | 
| “To fpeak decidedly on what is meant oy an- help i in {erip- 
ture | fhall not attempt ; nor yet to confider aT te it be an 


I leave thefe 
things to thofe who are better informed on fubjects of this 


nature. I take it as certain that there may be good, but that 
there ¢an be no harm, in helping to promote the glorious” 
-caufe of our Lord Jefus Chrift, efpecially when the church 
calls a judicious meinber to it; whether the member fo called | 
be confidered as an officer in the church or not, ' 
An help is an affiftant: a kind of partner in bu inefs, i in 
obligations, in truft, and-in You my brother, are. 
appointed to affift your paftor in teaching, warning, comfort- 
jing; watching, defending, and feeding the flock of God. 
This calls on you to be diligent, that you may be qualified 
for the various parts of your work: that when your affift- 
vance is wanted, you may act with readinefs and propriety. 
For teaching hthers. you mutt be taught yourfelf; for watch- 
ing others, you muit be awake yourtelf; "fd warning others, 
you mult be circumfpeét yourfelf. Be very careful that you 
do not incur the cenfure of the old proverb, « Phytician, — 
‘heal thyfelf.’’ You can hardly receive more important 


hint than this ; > therefore let it have it’s du weignt on yout 
mind, r 
Fair as the lig ht, and bright as day 


Your. character fhould thine ; 
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That envy may have nought to lays 


| 


Your worth to undermine, 


If your own fpirit be carnal, your conde but indif- 
ferent, you can never act in a proper manner as an help or 
guide to others. I therefore beg your candid attention to 
the following obfervations. 

sg. You will have need of faith, {trong faith in the divihe 
promifes, and in the divine promifert: A defe& in this, will 
be fure to make your heart faint, and your hands weak. 
Moft of the failures of Ifrael in the wildernefs fprung from 
this fource, their hearts were not right with God, neither 


were they {tedfait in his covenant. in time of they 


turned afide like a deceitful bow. Pfal. Ixxviii~ How doth 
the apoftle warn! “ Take heed, brethren, left there be in 
“ any of you an evil heart of inbdlief i departing from 
the living God. How often doth Jefus fay, Be it unto thee 
according to thy faith! Your motto fhould be, * Above all 
“taking the fhield of faith, wherewith ye fhall be able to 


quench all the hery dé its of the wicked. See Heb. xi, 


It is of very great importance for every common Chriftian 


_ to be ftrong in faith, but of how much more importance is — 
it fora help, a leaiter'? a weak guide is a 7" difcouragement 


to thofe who follow. 

2. You will alfo want love; warm, vigorous love. That 
love which fuffereth long, and is kind. Love to God, love 
to Chrift, love to the truth, love to the church, and love to 


every individual. }f this fail, though you may have faith to 


remove mountains, you will want the principal thing. You 
will be like a nice watch, without the main fpring 3 it may 
glitt r, butit will not go. This love to God and to man, 
is the main fpring in evangelical duty. It is “ faith which 
«© worketh by love” which availeth. -O, my brother! keep 
near the fire of divine love, that your love may be kindled, 
increafed, and kept alive. See 1 Cor. 

You will find the need of wifdom, or prudence. That 


« witdom which is from above, which is firft pure, then 


** peaceable, gentle, eafy to be intreated, full of mercy and 


“ sood fruits, without partiality, and wikhous hypocrify.”? 


Wifdom to come at the truth, and prudence to make a proper 
ufe|jof it. Wife as ferpents, aid harmlefs as doves,” 


be engraven in capitals on the table of your heart. Wif- 
dom, when you are any way engaged, will be neceffary to 
teach you how to act, what to fay, when to fay it, and when 
to five over, and to prevent your forming hazardous cone 

2 clufions: 


‘ 
| | 


¢ 
| 
| 
é 


“in a good thing.’ 


to be and to {how your relentment. but, re 
ber, the wrath of man worketh not the of 
« God.” Ii your friznds fhould even trample you | 

their feet, bear it, rather than indulge intemperate an 
~ Phe Lord will rebuke trem better than you Can 5 and 
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clufions, and {peaking unadvifedly to thofe to whom the bu- 
finefs does not belong. See Job xxviii. Eccl. ix. 12—18. © 


4. Patience. .You will “ have need Of patience. Let 
«< patience have it’s perfect work.’’ Patience to bear the frowns, 
and perhaps the reproaches; which your offending brethren 


may give you. Ingratitude and averfion will probably be 


the reward which you will receive in fome cafes, for your 


earneft endeavours to ferve their fouls. Yet at this treat. | 
ment be not difcouraged. “In your patience poflefs ye your 


“ foul.’’ .Let kindnefs with perfeverance continue. Con-— 
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fider the patience and perfeverance of our great Mafter. He 


endured with much long-fuffering, even veflels of wrath 
which are fitted for deftruction. His language for th fe who 


pierced his hands and his feet, was, “ Father, forgive them, 


What do.” O let this temper, 


this kindnefs, this patience, be adopted by all the followers” 


of Jefus! -Let us adopt it, my brother: we muft be exam~ 


ples of patience. 


5. Zeal for God and his glory, fhould be Seckiy rooted 


in-your heart. It is well to be zealoufly affected always 


? 


will be burdenfome ; and the fervice of the Lord will be pst 


Without zeal, you will be ready to | 
ftop before you fet out, or to faint by theway. Every thing — 


to the mind. Yet, let your zeat be temperate, and' your 
judgment well informed, that what you attempt with ardour — 


purfue with difcretion; then ‘you ‘may 


ope to be crowned with fuccefs:in the end. If it fhould 
terminate otherwife, you will have comfort in reflecting 


oufly, as well as prudently, the blefled Redeemer attended 


that you have done what you cou!d. Confider zeal- 


to every part of his Father’s will. He was even zealous to | 


- lay down his life for finful man, Let this mind be in) you 


which was alfo in Chriit fefus.”? 
6, Temperance is an excellent grace. You,my Brother, 


‘temperately,-talk temperately, judge temperately. Intem- 


| 


perance fhould be buntined from your company, and not 


be fo injurioufly treated, that you may think you “ do well 
m- 


| 


der 
rer. 


ne 


| 


| | 
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_ be “ temperate in all things.’”? Not only in the indul- 
\ gehce of appetite: but you muit think temperately, 


mitted to dwell in your houfe. You perhaps may fometimes oe 
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| | 


didly let wm know, that you leave that part to him. ‘Per- \ 


adventure f 


yne may wifh to put you out of temper, to gain 


an advantage to themfelves, or to have whereof to mike 
you: but give them no fuch opportunity. 


You 


ride). his will make hard things eafy, and heavy things 


fhould take a pleafure in the work (I do nee fay 


light. Without this, you will be ready to put off the work, 


or to do it 
to fatisfy yc 
will be tem 
have no ta 
hard Mafter 
reafonings, 
O my 
. guard; you 


by the halves; or to feek one excufe or another, 
ur confcience in the neglect of your duty. You 


lent to improve. You will think you hie 
, and defpair of pleafing him; and, by carnal 
bring afnare on your foul, or perhaps a curfe. 
riend, my Brother! you had, Bet your 
had need to watch and to pray, that you enter 


not into temptation Without are foes, and within are fears. 
Who is fuificient for thefe things? We have a God, who 


‘fays, “ Fea 
God. 
Twill up 


r not, I am with thee: be not cifmayed, I am 


hold thee with the right hand of my righteouf- 


“nefs.” “his may encourage you to lift up your head in 


the greatelt 


of trials: this may animate you to run and not 


be weary, 
above earth 
“ faith; tc 
“ mark, for 
jefus.:’ 


to walk and not faint. 


‘This may bear you up 
ly joys and forrows, to “ fght the good firht of 
» lay hold on eternal life; to prefs toward the 


I fhall ju 
ment, to be 
conclude th 

weak, frail, 


“ Lord Chi 


who is now ferving us in the moit important tnt Too 
“i prepare a place for you: 


‘we think 1 


ult give youa few brief hints by way of encourage- 
active i in the work of the Lord ; 5 and wil then 

is long epiitle. 

ider the Mafler you are called to ferve. Not a 
fickle mortal; but you are 2a'ed to “ ferve the 

. whe has loved is, and ferved us, and 


” and O what a place! Shall 
hard to do fomething for him, fince hel hs been, 


and is, fo greatly, lo. g “atin employed for us? What 


are our fer 
with his? 


The 


honourable 
feed Chri{t’ 
and watch, 


ices, our labours, our fufferings, when compared 


work you are en. vaged in. It is rood work, 


work, important work. We watch for fouls ; 
s fheep and lambs ;_ cultivate his vineyard; weed, 
and water his garden. Me makes us ftewards in 


his houfe, to look to the affairs of his family, to give each a 
portion of meat in due feafon. We have the honour to be 


pillurs 


ted to bury your talent, or to conclude that you 


Iwill ftrengthen thee, yea | wil help thee, yea - 


the prize of the high calling of God in Chriit — 
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pillars in his till to fupport his ‘eabhe): to fhe 


| — faith unto the churches. 


forth his 
praife, to adorn his doctrine, to be lights in the orld, the 
falt of the earth, and his living witncfies among men. | 


2. : Fhe promifes and the prefence of Chrift to fupport 


of us. No! “I am with | you,” fays he, “ alway, even to 
“ the end of the world. ”_ Be thou faithful unto death, and 
“ I will give thee a crown of life.” He compaffionates us 


you. He doth not leave us to toil es and take no notice 


In our weaknefles, fympathizes with us in our troubles, is 


touched with a feeling of our infirmities, promifes grace to 
help in time of need, fays he will never leave us, nor for- 
fake.us; he will come again, to receive us to himfelf, that 
where he is, there we may be alfo. hye doth he require | 
more than we are able to perform ‘He doth not reap where. 
he hath not fown. He knoweth our frame, he remembereth 
that we are duft: he is acquainted with all our temptations ;_ 
he hath fuffered himfelf, being tempted ; and he is able toi. 
fuccour them that are tempted. Me 
4. [he reward. An hundred- fold in this prefent time: | 
Victory over all our enemies; a crown, not of thorns, nor | 
of fading laurel, but of glory; a “ Well done, good and 


“ faithful fervant ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


—“< Come, ye bleffed of my Fathér, the kingdom 
“ prepared for you from the foundation of the world.— In- 


“ afmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaft of thefe 


“my brethren, ye have done it unto eee that overs 
“ cometh will I make a pillar j in the temple of y God, and — 
“ he fhall go no more out; and | will write Bide him the 


“ pame of : my God, and the name of the. city of my God, 


“ which is New Jerufalem, which cometh down out of hea-_ 
“ven from my God; and I will write upon him my new 
“< name.—He that hath an ear, let him hear oan’ ~ Spirit 


| 


5. Though in fome cafzs the work\may be diffic It and: | 
difagreeable, “and the treatment from your rien ay be 

very ungrateful ; yet, it will not alwa s be fo. Sometimes 

there is a reward in the very labour. ur ivellamea t en- 
deavours will be attended with a bleffing, and crowned with 
fuccefs. Our offending brethren will be recovered, and 
fouls reftored, and our mutual love increafed; and our 
pleafure will be ‘like the joy in harveft. But, if we fhe 


“mot reap the very day we fow, nor of many days ; ; yet we 
« fhall reap in due time, if we faint not.”’ The v3 ft day 
will come, and amply reward the faithful and wife fervant 


for all his labour and PXPCHCE. - herefore, my beloved 
| | brother, 
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brother, « be thou ftedfaft, immoveable, always abounding 
“in the work of the Lord, forafmuch as. you know that 


can work for him, but a long while that we {hall live with 


enjoy him 1 
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* your labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord.” 

6. Let us look to Jefus in all our difficulties, call on the 
Lord in all our troubles, truft in his name at all times, 
devote our powers to his glory in all circumilances, and 
depend on it, that we fhall be able to “ do all things, through 
“ Chriit {trengthening us.” It is but a little time that we 


2. 


him. Then fhall we fee the King in all his beauty, and 
all his glory, through the countleis an? of a 


blifeful imn ortality. Amen. 


Te’ ’s exalted as a prince, 
srace and glory to difpenfe: 

uch more willing to beftow, 

han we are to him to go. 


a 


e’s the ftar to guide us right; | 
1e’s the fun to give us light ; 

e’s the bread for us to eat; 
He’s our heavenly drink and meat. 


e beholds us with his eye; 
e will all our wants fupply: 
reward us with well done;’ 
Crown and feat us on his throne. 


hen the forrows we’ve endur’ d, ci’ ; 
All will be completely cur’d. Z| 
here fhall I, my friend, and you, © 

Rare him with a vigour new, 

As the angels do. 


Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


SIR, 
IF none of your correfpondents have yet furnifhed ‘you f 
with an approved anfwer to the Query of 5. B. on giving 
‘Thanks at "Table, the following thoggnts are {ubmitted 
to your confideration, 
It is very agreeable to obferve, efpecially in the prefent 
age of degeneracy and folly, when family religion is fo much 
neglected, that your young Querit “eftcems it a duty, 


incul- 
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«6 ¢ our gratitude for the comforts of lite, to the ya D 
of them, and to implore his bleffing upon them.” 
being once fettled,’both in the mind and in the heart, 
probably fecure in the young man’s” | a conftant. 


and devout attention to the pra¢tice in quettion. | When this 


As circumpances ought not, however, to be entirely Neg. 
lected, it may not be improper to obferve, that, though we 
are clearly informed, that our bleffed fiviows, on this occa- 


preffes it) ** gave thanks,” yet we are not informed whether 
he and the multitude fat or food. Only the expreflion of 
the hiflory feems moit naturally to imply that he was ftand- 
ing, and the multitude were fitting. ‘Nor is it faid, either 


that our Lord did or did not ‘* look up to hieaweh, and give 


‘* thanks,” after cating, as weil as before. Compare Matt. 
xiv. 19. xv. 36. Mark vi. 41. viii. 7. Luke ix. 16. John 


vi. 11. No other paffage occurs to my recolleation, in 
which we have either exprefs direction. or example, unlefs | 
S. B. fhould think that 1 Sam, ix. 13. Acts xxvii. 


1 Lim. iv. 2, 4. wiil ferve his purpofe : all which Pattag! S 
he may, I think, confider with advantage. 

Tt is evident, that many circumftances of réligiovs duties 
are, in the New’ Teftament, left undetermined, and to be 


a rezard muft be had to the profit, the convenience, the 
cafe, the pleafure, and even the prejudices, of thof® who 


concerned in them. This.is one of the excellencies 


the —hriftian religion, which in thefe indifferent matters, a 


wcll asin many other refpects, is a law of liberty, 


We might give a few initances. To preach * gofpel is 


an effential duty: but the number of times, the length ond 


the method of fermons, the hours when this duty is to be 


performed, and many other circumftances, are to be deter- 


fecured, the circum/funces of once or twice, or 
fitting, are certainly of much lefs importance. 


fion, ‘* looked up to heaven, and bleffed,” or (as John ex. 


regulated by the prudence ot thofe who are concerned in the — 
direction of them in determining which are moft proper, 


mined by the preacher, as will be moit adapted to the con-— 


venience and advantage cf the hearers. —Public worfhip is 


' an indifpenfible duty ;. but how often itis to be repeated on 


~ the Lord’s-day, or in the other days of the week, is left 
wholly to the diferetion of minifters and churches.—Prayer 
js an evident and moit important duty; but the length and 

— method of prayer, the frequency of it, in our families,° our 


clofets 
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¢lofets, our focial and public meetings ; and the pofture in 


which we fhould pray, whether ftandiag or kneeling, are all 
left undetermined in the fcriptures. “he ordinanees of bap- 


tifm and the Lord’s fupper might be mentioned as other in- 


{ftances. Few will deny that the word baptize fignifies to 
immerfe; or affirm that we have any exprefs authority in 
{cripture for baptizing any befides profefled believers. I 
confefs myfelf one of thofe who believe that perfons truly 
~ converted are the only proper /udjeé7s, and immerfion the 


only mode of Chriftian baptifm; and, conf quently, that both 


are eflential to the nature of it. But a variety of circum- 


_ {tances are here alfo left to difcretion, fuch as the time of ad- 


miniftering, the age of the fubject, the place where the or- 
dinance is adminiftered, and fo on. The fame obfervations 
might be made refpecting the Lord’s fupper. F 

| a the fame manner, it appears to me, we may reafon up- 
on what is called faying grace at meals; S. B. juitly “ efteems 
“ it a duty, inculcated both by natural and revealed religion, 
“to exprefs our gratitude for the comforts of life, to the 
“ Great Donor of them, and to implore his bleffing upon 


“them.” But as to the circumftances of pofture, and fre- . 


guency, I think we-have no directions given us on thofe 
{ubjects in the fcriptures. 


_ | have no hefitation in telling S. B. or any other, that I 


would never have my family to partake of Table mercies 


without both prayer and thankfgiving before and after eat- 
ing; and do, upon principle, differ from many, who praétife 


‘this at Dinner, but not at Tea. I am totally at a lofs to 
conjecture why it fhould be practifed at one time of day, 
or when we partake of one kind of food, and not another. 


Surely all comes from the fame beneficent hand; and praife 


is due for all. No kind of food can nourifh, without the 
divine bleffing upon it; and therefore I ought always to feek 
that bleffing. I cannot fpiritually furve my Great Benefac- 
tor with the ftrength which my food gives and recruits, un- 
—Jefs he, by his Spirit, enable me. I therefore implore that 


Spirit, as he has. tauzht me.—Family devotions can never 


be too frequently repeated, unlefs they break in upon the 


other duties of ‘life; which is feldom or never the cafe, at 


‘meals. There is nothing more defirabie, than to maintain in 


my own mind, and the minds of my dependents, a deep 
fenfe of our continual dependence upon God. It cannot, © 


therefore, be improper, or injurious to repeat thefe fhort de- 
votions: and befides the fenfc of duty, I think fome good 
arifes from them. They are, therefore, thus conftantly re- 
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peated me, and m family. | add that. do 

this, all ftanding, unlefs the circumftances of fome member 

of the family render that pofture impracticable or improper : 

becaufe ftanding is confidered as a pofture which indicates re- 

ie verence, as fitting does not. Sitting is a very unufual pof- 
—- ~ ture for a perfon who is” praying or giving thanks to God ; 

and therefore both decency and piety feem to plead in fayour 
of ftanding. Having thus freely delivered my thoughts, I | 
fubmit them to & B. aad yourtlt, and am, Sir, your and his 

humble feryant, 


To the Editor the General Magezin, 


Sin. 


IF the following queries are tieth inferting in your Ma- 
Bazine, you will them oblige 


March 22, 1798 A AMA’ OR. 
How are the two paflages to be viz. Matt. 


xxvii. 5. (fpeaking of "Judasy “he departed, and went and 
“« hanged himfelf,” and Acts i. 18. that he “ purchafed a 
4 field with the reward of iniquity ; and falling headlong, he % 
heey afunder the midft, and all his bowels 
‘46 out . 
What is the meaning of 1 Tim. i. 20. « Sein s and 
‘ Alexander I have delivered unto. Satan, that the may 
 Jearn not to blafpheme.” 
The evangelift “St. John, in the epiftle, v. 16. fi, 
'@Tf any man fee his brother fin a fin which is not unto 
“ death, he fhall afk, and he fhall give him life for them that — 
fin not unto death. . There is a fin unto death, I do not 
_ fay that he fhall pray for it.” | 
If any of your correfpondents will ea the above, it 


oblige 
AMATOR. 


=: | 


To the Editor of the Genera Baptifi email 


| 


PERMIT me to return you my fincere thanks a ho- |. 


nouring my query with a place in your valuable uaygee Ne 
an 
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and to beg¢ your permiffion to make my | rateful acknow- 
ledgments to your ingenious correfpondents J. I. and Phi- 


 lomath, for the condefcending and judicious folutions with 


which they have favoured me. This candid attention to my 
- firft application, emboldens me to trouble you again. I have 


neither abilities, leifure, nor opportunity, to confult the com- 
mentators on the fcriptures, efpecially on the Old Tefta- 


ment. It happens therefore not unfrequently that I mect 
with paflages that, to me at leaft, are very obfcure. I have 


ventured to fend you two which ftruck me the other day ; 
and if you allow them a place in your next number, I may 
probably fend you others as they occur. Plain and fhert ex~ 


plications of fuch texts would, I think, render your ufeful — 
publication {till more interefting ; and they would be pecu- 
liarly acceptable to fuch of your readers as may be in Cir- 


cumftances fimilar to thofe of 
Your obliged | 


1. What does Jeremiah mean when he fays (chap. xxxi. 
ver. 35.) “The Lord—who divideth the fea when the wa- 


“ ters thereof roar!” 
2. What does the fame prophet refer to (chap. xxxiii. 


A 


April 3, 1798: 


ver. 2. “ The Lord—the Maker thereof—that formed it to 


“ eftablifh it.’ The Maker of what? formed what? to 
eftablifh what? | | 
P. S. I fhould be glad if Philomath, or fome _ of your 


other learned correfpondents would inform me “ what is the 


“ meaning of the word Se/ah.” 


To the Editor of the General Buptift Mrgarine. 


Sir, | 
-PRECEDENTED by the example of Eufebia, another 
of the fex, who is a reader of your Magazine, prefumes to 
folicit an anfwer to the following query. 
There is a very common expreffion ufed among men 


when fpeaking of the death of others. I have often heard 


them fay, “ When their time zs come nothing can fave them.” 
Job alfo fays, “ All the days of my appointed time will I 
wait, until my change come.” Book 


i 


And David fomewhere fpeaks thus, “ My times are in thy 

_ “hands.” All which I have confidered as an implication, 

that there is an appointed time fixed for men to die. 


Now 
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apoftle Paul, Hebrews ch. iv. 15. 
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Now if this is to be gathered from fcripture, (which I 
fhall leave fome of your learned correfpendents to decide) 
how then’ can we reconcile it with that expreffion in your 
fecond number, and 53d page? You there call Mr. True-_ 


man’s an untimely death. | 


- Similar occurrences hath for a long time occafiored diffi- | 
- culties in my mind, which I fhould be happy to have re- _ 
moved by fomething inferted in your next, if ‘it is thought | 
worthy of attention; but if not, pity the ignorance of an in- — 


quirer after truth; who is | 


A Yours refpectfully, 


| PENELOPE. 
the Editor of the General Baptift! Magazine. 
ASUBSCRIBER, and one who prefumes, on your can- 


_ dour, to be an occafional enquirer ; being a babe in Chrif- 


tian knowledge and experience; yet, defirous, fo to run that 
he may obtain, requefts that fome of your learned friends, 
by the aid of your valuable Mifcellany, would favour him 
with an explanation of the evangelift Matthew’s account 
of Jefus, ch. iv. 1—10. fo that he may underftand the 


Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 

I UNDERSTAND the light which we have we receive 


from the fun. Mofes fays God made the heavenly lumi- 
_ naries on the fourth day =I beg leave to enquire what light 


was that which he made on the firft? Gen. i. 2. | 


_ If you think an anfwer worth a place in the Magazine, I 
fhould be glad to be favoured with it. I intend to be a con- 


{tant reader of it, and am, yours, 
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HIS.T ORY 
OF 


GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCHES 


IN THE OF 


-Leicefter, Warwick, Derby, Nottingham, Se, 


USUALLY DENOMINATED 


THE NEW CONNECTION. 


CONTAINING 
An Account of their Origin, Opinions, Cuftoms, Teachers, 
principal Members, Increafe, Divifions, Mode of Preaching, 
Perfecutions, Ge. feveral Anecdotes, with Oerva- 
tions, and Reflections. 


INTRODUCTION 


In; is not a certain proof that any doétrine is really 2 new, 


or that men profefling peculiar fentiments are heterodox, be- 
caufe the one or the other may be fo confidered by individu- 
als, or collective bodies. Nor indeed is the prevailing opi- 
nion of whole nations a certain criterion of truth ‘The 
hiftory of this and other countries confirms the truth of thefe 


pofitions. It becomes therefore the indifpenfible duty of every 


man to inquire for himfelf, to affert his rights, and to act 
with a manly boldnefs, in every thing wherein religion is 
concerned: as it is undoubtedly of the higheft importance, 
being pregnant with confequences of infinite magnitude. 
Thofe General Baptiits, who are the fubject of the follow- 
ing narrative, have generally acted upon this principle, hav- 
ing taken this for their motto, “ Cail no man mafter on 
* earth :’’ and in proportion as they have manifeited a regard 
to this divine direétion, it is prefumed every confiftent 
Chriftian will allow they have done right. And whatever 


‘may have becn their peculiarities, they have felt and fill 


feel, a kind of devout pride, that inftead of being juftly 
charged as innovators, or broachers of a new religion, their 


fole object was to “ know the truth as it is in Jefus,” and 


to maintain that truth when known, though their "y re- 
vard 
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ward in this world fhould be, to “ fuffer fhame’’. for the | || 
name of Chrift, their Lord ning 


This body of people, far from being afhamed of the ap- 
pellation they bear, glory 1 in it, fince the greateft of all the 
_ prophets, and the harbinger of ‘Tefus, bore that name. They 
-rather<efteem it an honour, that not only John, but the 
Son of God himfelf was a Buptif?, “ being baptized of John 
~~ © jn Jordan.” They alfo believe, that thefe illuftrious charac- 
ters. were General Baptifts; nor are they difcouraged in 
maintaining this as a truth, whatever oppofition they may 
meet with from thofe who differ from them. 
But it may be afked, “ Why is there a new Konnettion of 
General Baptifts ? or what gave rife to this new fect, which 
- in thefe counties, has been fo much the object of ridicule 
among fome of their neighbours ? Why did they at the firft 
_*  diffent from the church of England? Why did they not unite 
| with fome other regular clats of Diffenters ; ; and efpecially 
with the other General Baptifts? fince there were, at leaft, a- 
few churches of that denomination in “id of feveral 


+ 


places where this new intereft was firf{t raifed? Thefe are 
queftions, which, in the courfe of the nfuing hiftory, will 
generally be anfwered. But previous to this, it may be pro- 
‘per to note two or three circumftances. | 
I. The ftate of religion in the Efta lifhment, at leaft ia’ fi 
thefe countics, was, at that time, very low. Many of the 
clergy were diffipated characters, and ‘aftonifting}y igno= 
~ rant of religion, that in many inftances, this "9 laid the | 


foundation for ‘diflatisfaGtion and diffent. | 
With refpect to the Diffenters, and even the 
Baptiits, fo fat as the writer can find, though they might 
retain fome of the leading doétrines of the gofpel, and on the | 
whole be confidered as refpe€table ; er were grown 
fomewhat formal; and their formality feemed to fet up a bar- 
rier in the way ‘of thofe, who had not been previoufly in 
habits of intimacy with them. Diffenters, then, did not — 
much accufto:n themfelves to preaching in villages, nor go 
out of their way to feck “ the loft fheep of the houfe of If- 
“ rael.” canriot therefore be a matter of furprize that 
thefe people did not at once break through every obitacle, | 
and join a Diflenting body. 
3. But that which contributed more i mediately to their aa 
rife, was the zealous activity of a few itinerant preachers, . 
and the exertions of thofe renowned champions, Whitefield 
and Wefley, who were beginning their glorious 
Career. 


From 
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From this latter circumftance, it is rather extraordinary 


that they did not remain Methodifts: but, indeed, they ne- 
- ver feemed partial to the dogmas or the authority of any man, 

or clafs of men. ‘Their grand objects were knowledge, and 
piety, or truth and duty, and wherefoever thefe pointed, they, 
according to their ability, feemed determined to go. ‘They 
did not rafhly adopt their prefent fentiments, or all at*once 
commence General Baptifts. It was a work of time, and 
gradually effected by fearching the holy fcriptures. 
Such was their conduct, and whatever have been their 


defects, in this refpect, they were worthy of high commenda- 
tione Happy will it be, if we, the fucceflors of thefe wor-. 
thy men, who are now moft of them returned to their duft, © 
and whofe names may never defcend to diftant pofterity, 


_fhall perfeveringly follow the footiteps of our fathers, in a 
fteady adherence to the word of God! And though we may 
not altogether adopt their creed, or act confiftently if we did, 
without clofe examination; yet as religion 1s a perfonal con- 
cern, and cannot be ours but by our own voluntary choice, 
- fo perfonal inquiry into the facred records, becomes a necef- 
-fary, and indifpenfible duty. | 

It may be thought by fome, that there is nothing fuffici- 
ently interefting in the hiftory of fuch a people to be wurth 
the eas of writing, or reading; much lefs the labour and 
expence of publifhing. This, the writer pretends not to 
decide. He canonly fay, that the work was firft undertaken 
feveral yeais ago, at the requeft of many who fhought it 


important, and to gratify them, as well as others who may 


wifh to read it, is the only motive by which he is actuated. 
His bufinefs will be to ftate facts ; and thefe will appear to 


different perfons with a different afpect. He may poihbly 


- fometimes venture to hazard his opinion, or make an ob- 
fervation; but it will be the privilege of the reader to form 
his own judgment, and to draw fuch conclufions as may ap- 

pear moft natural and reafonable. | 

It may not, however, be amifs juft to obferve, that the 
truth of the relation depends on the teftiniony of many who 
were living witnefles of the facts recorded: and not a few 
of thefe were perfonally concerned in the tranfactions. ‘The 
writer {pent confiderable time and pains in making perfonal 
application to thofe who were beft informed; and, in general, 
took down their accounts in the prefence of feveral in com- 

pany, that each might affift the other. 7" 


If the publication fhall contribute to the amufement of | 
any, it may not wholly be in vain: but | if it tend to create | 
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and H. Now, if another 


$n the breafts of the rifing generation, a ferious regard ¢ to 
their own immortal welfare, an imitation of the noble zeal, 


the undiffembled love, the firm friendthip, and the fervent 
piety of their worthy anceftors, it will be an ample ee 
pence for all the labour, and the beft evidence of the 

pricty, and neceffity of engaging in fuch a work. “Where. 


in it may be calculated to produce thefe effets, any the 
bleffing of God attend it! ale 


J.D. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. | 


(To be 


DEAR MR. EDITOR, 


I AGAIN trouble you with a little of my Hor 


candour will excufe me, and your poddhel: indulge. me 
once more with a place in-your excellent Repofitory.— About 


four years ago the church ar B. had the thought of raifing a 


fam of money to be a ftanding fund ; the income thereof to 


be appropriated to the fupport of a future minificr.. To 
expedite the bufinefs, a committee was chofen to confider 


_ the matter, and to form a plan. At the time of meeting I 


was ill, and could net attend; fo J wrote the following let- 


ter, ftating my views of the a T cos fend it to you, 


_ hoping, that it may prove a ftimdlus to other churches, and 
induce them to purfue a fimilar condua. 


the ‘Committee. 
My much eftcemed Brethren, | 
. AS I cannot be with you, I take the liberty to write, to 
Rate my views of the bufinefs which you meet upon. 
mean not to diétate, but only to propofe a few things to 


your ferious attention, and to encourage you in the profecu- 


tion of that which you may be fatisfied | is calculated to pro- 


- mote the divine glory. - 


I need not inform you that Mrs. A. has given 
pounds a year to the fupport of the Redeemer’s canfe at B. | 
could be added 
to 
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to make it double, this would be confiderable towards the 

fupport of a minifter. That, with what the church may 
hereafter be abie to contribute, may make him comfortable 
and the people alfo. Now this annual income would be a 
certainty, whether the church were rich or poor, and fome- 
thing to encourage a perfon to lay out his time and his 


Tents in the work of the miniftry ; in the caufe of Chrift. 


I do not wifh this to be done for me, or for any who be- 
long to me. No, I wifh to help in raifing the money, and’ 
will cheerfully bear my part if the thing be adopted, and ) 
others will join me. 

The firft thing to be confidered is, whether the hing be 
defirable? This fearcely admits of a doubt. Had they fuch 
an inftitution at Cauldwell, how happy would it be fot the 
church! how happy for poor brother Norton. We may 
foon want it as much as they do, and then be as unable to 


it as they are. 


The next thing to be confidered is, are we able? Our 
ability is unqueflionable. We have feveral individuals who 
are able to do it alone. But this I would not defire. SUR 
pofe three or four individuals will engage to raife | 
a-piece, {I hope you will fuffer me to be one) and let this 
‘be made known to the Church. Then, whoever has a heart 
to join, in any proportion, encourage them, even to the wi- 
dow’s mite. But, let none be eonftrained by any other mo- 
tive than the love of Chrift. 

On this plan the money will foon be raifed, and raifed 
without any perfon being burdened. ‘That, fhould the mo- 

ney — be loft, it will hurt none of us, except in 
-flefhly feeling. Yet I would guard againft fuch lofs as well 
as poffible.*” 

Permit me, brethren, to enforce an attention to this bu- 


- finefs, by introducing a few motives which have operated 


powerfully on my mind. Then aét pccording to the beft 
judgment which you can form. 

We, as a church, have cociltiela to the building of 
many houfes, for congregations : 


* If the money be railed, it may be laid out in che purchafe | 
of land, if any can be ical convenient. Then there may 


bea houfe built on it for a minitter’s refidence, if thought pros 


per. All which I would defire to be the church’s property, © 


folely at her difpofal, The minitter fhonid have no more 


power in it than as tenant at will. 1 would by no means have 
it to be : hive of honey for a lazy, idle drome, i 
| with: 
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_ fo important, fo neceffary, that I have often wondered that, 
| 


houfe.” Another fays,. Lord, I 


viour’s feet, though it cott her nine pounds. 


A 


witha readinefs beyond many. We have thereby been Be 
porting the caufe of our Lord Jefus Chrift for feveral miles” 
round us. ‘This we may refle& on with gratitude and joy. 

It is much more bleffed to give than, to receive.” But 
-houfes are not all which are wanted for the Lord. The _ 


fervice is more important than the fan&uary; a preacher, 


than a preaching place. I do think there has been too little 
- attention to the fupport of minifters. None of the General - 


Baptitt churches, to my knowledge, have taken any effeQtual 
ftep for their encouragement and comfort. A thing fo right, 


fo little attention has been paid to it. 
Now I could with us to begin, and to fet others an example. 


Let it be faid that B. was the firt church of the New Con- 
nection of free grace General Baptifts. That B. was the 


firit church among them which built a meeting-houfe at it’s 


own expence. That B. was the firft church among them 


which made a ftanding provifion for the fupport of it’s minif- 


ter. Who knows of what confequence this may be to pof- 


Again; weare fo favoured in Divine Providence, that, 


though we have borne a part in the burdens of moft other 


churches for fo many years, and have, never been helped in 


return, in temporals, by any of them, yet I think © 
we are better able Now to begin and to carry on this work, 


than almoft any other church in the conneion, O! what 
a bleffing ic is, that we can lend and need not borrow ; that 
we can give, without hoping to receive! «* Who has made 
‘us thus to differ ?”— Then ** what fhall we render to the 
*¢ Lord for all his benefits?” Jacob fays, ‘* I will furely 
‘ give him a tenth of all.” David fays, I will build him 
will follow thee 
whitherfoever thou gocit.” Mary will anoint her Sa- 


potieflions to fupport his caufe Some ‘‘ take joyfully the fpoil- 
“sing of their goods” for his fake. Paul counts not ** his 


| © Vife dear for the Lord.” What do the sane at B. fay? 


We will buy a field, not to bury ftrangers In, but to be a 
comfortable confideration for the King’s a \bafladors ; that 
they-may come hither with tidings of peace ; that the means 
of grace may attend our pofierity ; that children unborn 
may hear of Yalvation ; that our property may be a bleffing 
to the end of time ; that we may be inftrumental in the con- 


-verfion of finners when Reigning in glory .—Do I fancy | 


more 


thers fell their 
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_more than you wifh to perform? If I do, tell me; and I 


will alter my opinion. I know the hearts of fome, that 
they are ready to every good work. ik 


Many other confiderations arife as motives to ftimulate and 


to carry us along. You are not now neceffitated either to 
maintain a minifter with a large family, or to go without 
the means of grace. But it may not be fo always: the 
death of a feeble individual may quite change the flate of 
this church, and in all probability it will. | Then the thing 
now intended will be really wanted.—Several of’ the mem- 
‘bers who are now able, and 1 hope willing, are likely, ina 
few years, to be inheaven. ‘Then their opportunity of this 
fervice is gone for ever. In fhort, I fee no obftacle in the 
way, except it be ‘ the love of money 5 which is ‘the 
“< root of all evil.” 

Remember, my friends, you are confidering what you 
fhall do for Chrift. It is not the caufe of man, but of 
the Lord. Of him who has fed you all your life long, and 


given you all you poffefs. Him who has given his life a_ 


ranfom for your fouls. Who has. given you talents, and 
expects you to improve them ; and who will one day, call 


us to an account, for their uf or abufe. Would vou with. 


to hear him fay Well done? Then do well. Let your con- 


fcience bear teftimony that you have reat to expect it. | 


What you do for his fake, his caufe, he takes as done to 
himfelf. But, “ he that fows fparingly, fhall alfo reap fpar- 
“ingly ;’’ while “ he that fows bountifully, fhall alfo reap 
Confider what Jefus has done for you ; 
what he is to you; what you expect from him ; how much 
you owe him; how unable you are to make him a recom- 
pence for all the love, and pain, and blood, and complicated 
woe which he endured for you.  ** To do good and to com- 
ot municate forget not; for with fuch facritices 40d is well 
leafed.” 


With refpect to this particular, T know. ‘cha thoughts of — 


very few: I am fully convinced of the propriety of it my- 
felf. do fully, that I would not be an hindrance to it, by 


argument, or by example, for ten times the money which is 
detired to be raifed. I could not give a good account of my 


ftewardthip; I could not clear myfelf of ingratitude; I 
could not expce&t & ** well done” from my great Matter: I 


fhould efteem it a burying my lof |” 


this being negleted, I fhould fear a curfe on mv bleffings. 
I fhould reafon in this manner. The time is near when [| 
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by 


mutt bid an everlafting adieu to all earthly things: the grave, 


for my God, my Saviour, my people, my neighbours, with 


_ jn a manner, yawns to receive me. Then — do nothing 


- my perfon, my advice, my property. Several of my ableft 


brethren are alfo haftening to the fame land of darknefs. 
The pillars of the church will be removed. I fhall leave a 
poor, defpifed, and afflicted people: deftitute of a minifter, 
and of the means of fupporting cne. Shen the poor church 
begins to mourn, and to fay, ‘* Wo is me, for Iam un- | 


“done.” We might have had fomething to have helped 
us, in this great diftrefs ; but that time isgone. Brother A. 


propofed a plan, and Brother B, feconded it; and Brother 
C. would have given fo much towards it ; but Brother D. | 
would give nothing, and Brother E. would do nothing, and 
Brother I’. flatly oppofed it, and fo it fell to the ground. 

Which of us, my friends, would like to have it faid of 


“us by furvivors, ** he would do nothing: he flatly oppofed 


<< it ?’"— We are not our own ; our property is not our own. 
We are ftewards ; and all our property is the Lord’s: and | 


we fhouid endeavour to promote his intereft, by every means 


You know, that Iam not forward to bring burdens on 
the church ; nor am I backward to bear my part in all rea- | 
fonable expences. My mind is fo impreffed with the right- 


_ nefs of this, and has been fot a confiderable time, that I 
_fhould judge myfelf unfaithful, were 1 to let it drop without 


If it be objected, that there is no fcripture to fupport this 


 fubfeription, I reply, I don’t know that there is, direétly: 


but there is f{cripture in plenty to encourage every good work. 
If this be not a good work, I do not know what is. It 
rifes, | hope, from a good mind ; is done with a good inten- 


tion; and, as far as human forefight can difcover, will be 


geod in the application. Good to the prefent age; good to | 


_ poiterity.—I pretend not to urge it as a moral, nor as a po- 
 fitive dutv ; for then it could not be omitted without fin. But 


as a free-will offering—the fruit’of a grateful mind—an — 


odour of a fweetfmell—a facrifice acceptable, well pleafing 


to God. No perfon can prove that it was the pofitive duty of 


.the ten lepers to return to give glory to God for their cleanf- 


—z20. No perfon can prove from exprefs fcripture that it is 
our pofitive duty to build places of worfhip; yet who can 
hence infer that it is wrong todo it? ButI ceafe. To ftart 


ing ; yet, how Jefus cenfures their negle& of it! IE 
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and to. obviate obpetiam before they are offered, may be 
trifling. 

I now leave this matter with you and with the Lord, 
praying that you may be led by his Spirit to do that which is 
right in his fight, that you may be crowned with his bleffing. 
I have fpoken freely from the warmth of my heart to thofe 
whom I efteem my friends in Jefus Chrift—my companions 
to eternity. Whether the thing be done or not, I fhall have 
the pleafure to refle@t, that I have done my duty to you—to 
pofterity—and to my God, in this particular. I have the 
teftimony within me, that my gracious Matter i is well pleafed 
that it is in my heart. 
| Finally, my brethren, farewell. ‘¢ Whatfoever ye do, 
‘¢ do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not tomen; know- 
‘¢ ing that of the Lord ye fhall receive the reward of the in- 
‘¢ heritance «which is worth a deal of money) for ye ferve 
‘¢ the Lord Chrift.” Ye ferve him who gives you talents 
and opportunity to improve them, that he may have the 
‘portunity and pieafure to DONE. 


From Barton Hymns. 
YOU that the love of Jefus know, 


And venerate his laws, 
Stand forth, and your attachment thow 
To your Redeemer’ caufe. 


Shall flaves to vanity and fin 
Be vigorous and bold, 

And you, the Saviour’s chofen men, 
Trrefolute and cold? 


Shall Satan’s caufe be carried on, 
The Devil’s kingdom rife, 
And you fit ftill and fee it done, 
Before your very cyesf 


For fhame !—your indoletice fubdue, 
caft away your fears; 
The Lord of glory honours you, ra 
With his divine affairs. 
Improve 


2 
# 
: 
& 
‘ 
+ 
> 
» 


| 
| 
| 
| 


166 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Improve your talents—now’s the ti 


; A crown of lite to 
| ftupid folly! what a crime, 
‘To {pend your life in vain. 
} | Ww ith diligence i improve your day, 
Work while your minutes run; 
Then fhall you hear your Saviour f 
Well done! my friends, well done. 
Perhaps it may not be improper to that the 
eeding plan was approved, adopted, and. acted upon almoit 
4 unanimoufly. . | here were none againit it, only three neu- 
ters, and two of thefe fubfcribed towards it. 
re When the:moncy was raifed, and the oa completed, 
the following verfes ‘were fung, I believe very heartily, at 


int is taken 


the conclufion of the church- meting, ‘The 
from 1 Chron. 


of Creation ! what are we, 
In thy omnifcient fight? 
Nothing, and lefs! compar'd with the 
Thou Being infinite ! 
Poor in ourfelves—deftroy’d through fi ty 
flrangers to thy grace! 
Such 3 is the itate which we were 
And fuch were all our race. 
Why didft thou call and quicken us? 
Ml a | Why take us for thine own? 
favour wretched finners thus ? 
*Twas grace, rich grace 
| A willing heart is all from thee, 
grace has made it fo; | 
As well as our ability | | 
Our willingnefs to thow. 
\. 
‘a ‘What we prefent, is all thy own ; ; 
| We cannot call it ours. | 
We are thy people; thine alone; | 
With all our means and pow’rs. 
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Severs n Goodnefs! 1 kindly take 
The we bring; 
And never let thy people lack 
A heart to ferve their King. 
FABIS. 


Quornden, March 20, 1798. 
To the Editar of the General ip Magazine. 


SIR, 


ON the 11th and 18th of this a colleQion| was 
- made in the different parts of the General Baptift church 
in Loughborough, Quorndon, &c. towards the fupport of the 
inftitution for the inftruGtion of young minifters. Mr. R. 
Smith, of Nottingham, and Mr. S. Deacon, of Barton, by 
the appointment of the church, preached on that occafion, 
and to very g«neral fatisfaStion ; when. the collections 
- amounted to 2ol. 4s. 1d. 3d. befides the feveral liberal dona- 
tions already given, and others yet expeGted. Some have _ 
_ become annual fubfcribers, difttin@ from the annual collec- . 
_ tion ; and we hope this clafs of fupporters alfo will coniider- 
ably ‘increafe, 
am; Sir, very affeStionately yours, 


MANY of thofe who have ately emigrated from Wales 
to America, have adopted the following articles, as. their 
religious conftitution : 

1. The Convention fhall be called the Chriftian Church. 
2. It fhall never be called by any other name, or be dif- 
tinguifhed by the particular tenets of any man or fet of men. — 
3. Jefus Chritt is the on/y head, believers in him the only 
~ members, and the New Teitament the ony rule of the Fr rae 

In mental matters each member fhall enjoy his own 
and freely difcufs every fubjeét: but in dite: pline 
a ftrict conformity to the precepts of Chrift is required. 
Every diitinét fociety, belonging to this affociation, 
thall have the fole power of admitting it’s members, elect- 
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General Baptifts, 


JINN. The Marquis of Granby. 
N.B. As feveral of the churches have engaged to make 
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it’s officers, and, in cafe of mal. conduét of cach 
ing them. | 
6. Delegates from the different sengregations fall meet, 


from time to time, at an appointed place, to confult th wel- f 
fare and advancement of the intereft. _ 


4. At every meeting for religious worthip colleétion’s f thall 


be made for the poor, and for the prpenigation. 0 of the 


gofpel Hmong the 


N sing bam, April, 1998. 


AT a meeting of the committee for conduGing bufinefs 
which refpeGts the inftru€tion pr young among the 


Refolved, That, on account of our Annual Affociation 


being, this year, at fo great a diftance from the body of fub- 
feribers to this inftitution, it is judged abfolutely 


to call a meeting at a more chevival place, for the greater 
convenience of attending. A meeting is therefore to be held 


_ at Loughborough, on the 11th day of June, 1798. At. 
which time and place, it is hoped, the fubfcribers will en- 
deavour to be prefent, as feveral important matters will then 


require their attention ; fuchi as fettling the accounts of the 
laft year, eleCting a new committee, fecuring the funded 
fum, &c. &c. We likewife do earnefily folicit the friends 


of the inftitution to excrt themfelves for the increafe of our 
_refources, there being applications from feveral young men, 


who cannot, at prefent, be admitted, on account of the low 
ftate of our finances. Signed in behalf . the Committee, 
R. SMITH. 


annual public colleétions for the fupport of the inftitution, 
we have the pleafure of informing our friends, that the 
church of Loughborough, Quorndon, &c. have colleted for 


_the purpofe, 201. 4s. 1d. {, and the church of Leake, Wimef- 
would, &c. have colle&ted rl. I 38. éd. Both fums | 


are receiv ed by the treafurer. 
\ 


~* This piece of information is taken from the American 


edition of the Rev. J. Evans’s Sketch of the Denominations of 


the Chriftian VWiorld—which, together with it’s Sequel, were laft 
year publifhed at Philadelphia. Some of the individuals who 
are members of the above church a are General Baptijs. 
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PUBLICATIONS. | 


Sermon the Fourth, to the FEWS. Decifive Certainty on the 
Differences of Sentiment between Chriftians and ‘fews, re-— 
_ prefented to be Attainable and Indifpenfable, preached at the 
Bury fireet Meeting. By the Rev. Samuel Greatheed, of © 
ae Newport Pagnel. 30 pages 8vo. 6d. Button. Text. 


Jer. xxxie 31—34. (See our laf Number, p. 121.) 


‘Tu S Difcourfe, like the three former, is popular; and 
on the whole, in our opinion, more direétly adapted than 
any of thofe which have yet been publifhed, to anfwer the 
Jaudable defign of the preacher. 


of London from the 


Moral Reflections, fuggefied by a View 
Monument. By John Evans, A. M. 30 pages, 12mo. 6d. 


Crofby. 


MR. EVANS, from his elevated ftation, and the extens 
five and variegated profpe&t afforded him, contemplates in 
an agreeable manner.—‘‘ The grandeur of the Divine Be- 
| ing; the diminutivenefs of human beings, and human 

‘* affairs ; the energy of the Divine Being; the love of fo- 
“© ciety ; the neceffity and propriety of the reftraints impofed — 
“< on fociety, by a well ordered legiflation ; the progrefs of 
© art; and the fhort duration of the works of nature, and the 
productions of art.”” The RefleGtions are pleafing, and, 
in general, the expreffion is happy ; but we conceive the 
value of this little piece would have been much increafed 
by a few references to the peculiar doctrines of the gofpel. 
Thefe add dignity to every compofition on moral or religious: 
fubjects ; and we fincerely with it may ever be remembered 
by the author, and by ourfelves, that ‘‘ the gofpel of Chrift . 
** is the power of God unto falvation, to every one that be- 
** heveth.” | | 
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18d. per dozen, or los. per Conder, 
Taylor. 


TH IS {mall pamphlet contains many ufeful hints, not in 
_a polithed ftyle ; but adapted to make thofe who read them, 
and reduce them to Practice, “* happy in a er world,” 


WEEKLY REGISTER. 


On in Wednefday, April 11, was publithed a newfp paper, 
under this title, (to de continued weekly) *¢ excluding all party 
obfervation or invective.”—T he editors propofe to ‘lead 
_ the attention of their readers above fecond caufes, to the 
Supreme Governor and to introduce ‘* facts and 
‘¢ fervations in favour of natural and revealed religion; 
_ «© and to recommend in the ftrongeft terms, univerfal philan- 

‘* thropy, with union and fellowfhip among all denomina- 
*¢ tions of Chriftians.” 

Contents.. News, foreign, provincial, and 

« methodically arranged—the authorities fubjoined when re- 
« quifite—-and occafional notes, hiftorical, or geographical, 
‘« inferted, whenever needful to render the narrative generally 

intelligible,” &c. &c. 
Such are the propofals of the editors; to which, we trutt, 

they will pay an afliduous attention. If fo, we apprehend, 
the paper will be amufing and_inftructive to the reader, be- | 
_ yond any with which we are acquainted ; and will deferve 
the encouragement of all mpo with well to the rifing gence 
ration. 


SACRED POETRY. 


the Editor the G. B. M. leads the mind thro’ nature’ maze, 


Sin, adore [power 
‘The following trifle is at your fervice, The boundlefs God! whofe all-creating 
and waits it's reception into the Ge- From vacant nothing call'd this won 
neral Baptift Magazine. If not ad- drous frame, [flame. 
mitted, pleafe ro enroll it inthe ho- And breath’d in man the never dying 
mourable company of invalids. Iam, “Faint and obfcure thy fteady ray was 
with profound refpect, &c. N. | feen, [than men 
c _ | When men were gods, and gods no more 

P Y. Heathens confefs’d the want of heavenly 
[night 
O Piety, celeftial pubde 1h we owe To chafe away the potent gloom of 


fource from whence our nobleft ace Set immortality before their eyes, 
/ tions flow j F ; And make man pious, virtuous, Jutt & wife> 


‘ 
7 
4 
7 
ae 
- | 
4 
| 
ae 
i 
Rin 
| 
* 
2 
‘ ‘4 4 


‘SACRED POETRY, 


Revelation’s facred text explain 
What prophets, fages, kings defir’d in 
vain. 
Behold Jehovah's fellow quit the fky, 
Sweep thro’ the yiclding air—to bleed 


and die ! 
Sound the glad tidings thro” all cnetlitl 
domain, [fain ! 


‘ Jefus for us was born, for us was 
é on weight of guilt he bore, our fins 
remov'd; [he lov’d 
¢ How much he fuffer'd, and how much’ 
Ye nations, view the grace with j joy- 
ey eS, 
tse efas came down to make us truly wile. 
lieve the word, then piety will thine 
Confpicuous i in your lives, and prove the 
power divine 5 


Free grace will fit your fouls, and tuned 


your tongues 


To fhout his praife in everlafting fongs ! | 


— 4 
To the Editor of the G. B. M. 


«Sir, 
Sf you think thefe lines bili of a 
place in the General Baptift Magazine, 
they are at your fervice ; and if not 
it will give no offence to, Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 


1798. GEO. BRENTNALL: 


THE MORNING. 
A ploclous feene’s difplay’d to fight, 
- How charming is the morning light ! 
As we furvey the {miling {fpring, 
_ When all around rejoice and fing, 
And yonder blazing orb of day 
Flies glorious round without delay, 
Difpenfing bleffings rich and new, 
Prefenting wonders to our view : 
And thus with bounty unconfin’d, 
Gives health of body, peace of mind ; 
An emblem of his Maker’s love, 


Who fhow’rs down bleffings from above. } 


‘Let joy fit fmiling on your face, 

Ye greatly favour’d human race: 
_ Admire in humble awe profound 
The num’rous wonders all around, 
| Confider too how fmall a part 
Can ever enter to your heart. | — 
Had any one a ftrength of foul 
To grafp the moft ftupendous whole, 
What admiration it muft raife, 
That foul itfelf be {pent in praife! 
If fuch great things on earth be done, — 
For mortals underneath the fun, 


What glorious wonderous works on high, | 
For thofe who reign above the fly ! 


| How they may 


Or the fad tear that trickles from 
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fiy from bon to 
And with admiring raptures run 


| O’er all the heav’ns from ftar to ftar, 
| Admiring nature near and far, ia 


As fwift as the bright light’ ‘ning flies, 

} And yet more {wiftly growing wife, 
sind kind, and virtuous, good and great g 
O what a happy, blifsful ftate! — 
There may be powers fo great, fo high, 
Poffefs’d by thofe above the fky, 
That fingly comprehend much more 
Than all cur pow’rs twice ten times oer, 
And faculties more num'rous far, 

Than all our earthly talents are. — 

Of fuch a va exalted height, 

No mortal power can bear the fight, 

Or ever form idea near, | 


What heavenly beings and hear. 


Sir, 


| The following lines, written te @ friend, 


on the death of a belowed fom, are, in 
my opinion, too good to be lof. They 
were kindly communicated to me, 
when labouring under a fimilar afflice 
tion, by the widow of the perfon to 
they were originally addreffed. 
To fee them in your next Number, 
would oblige 


‘Your's, 
| April 24 1798. PHILANDER. 
To a Friend, on the Death 7 a 


| 
AH! what avails, my friend, that 
woe-fraught figh? [eye? 
your 
In vain you forrow o’er his haplefs urn, _ 
And mourn for him who never can re- 
turn. 


Yet cannot my griev'd it’s woe 


| conceal, 
And teach the: weeping parent 


not to feel. 


| Was he not dearer to your troubled mind 


T han all the bleffings he has leit behind ? 

Was he not all your-with, and all your 
care ? 

And has he left you, left you to defpair ? 

‘Ah! then indulge the ee tear to 
flow ; | [ woe. — 

The ftreaming tear will mitigate your 


Shert was his courfe on fcarce 


begun, 
Ere we are left to mourn his ting fun, 


Yer 


| 
‘a 
| 
| 
| 
| 


192 


Yet let this rahi thought affuage your 

And your forrows beam a kind 

T hat he has left a world of fin and Reife,, | 


And refts fecure from all] the ills of life ; 


From pain, from forrow, and ee) 
me) 
(The haplefs portion of my friend and 
He fleeps for ever in the filent tomb, 
Wrapt in the ftill, impenetrable gloom. 
We too, my friend, ere long fhall ceafe 
to weep, 
And clofe our eyes in everlafting fleep ; 
Thefe toils and anxious cares fhall then 
be o’er, [ more. 
And dire affii€tion wound our fouls no 
O happy day ! which haft’ning on I view, 
‘When my fad foul thall os the world 


Shall end "her forrows in one parting | 


groan, [unknown. 
Burk | fron ‘the clay, and fly to worlds 


You too, my friend, muft leave this low 
abode, [ road. 


And ; trembling, pafs the ‘dreary, deathful 


But when to happier regions wafted o’er, | 


You quit this dark, inhofpitable fhore, 
are you tha | meet again your bloom- 


ing boy, 
And clafp Rim with unutterable joy. 


Then join tranfported the triumphant 
band, [God's right hand. } 


And thare ‘the {weet delights that flow at 
_ While cold extended on their dufty bed, 
Our bodies reft among the filent dead, 
Some mourning friend the filent tear fhall 
pay [way ; 
And breathe his forrow in the penfive 
His aching heart, with bitter conflis 
torn, | mourn. 


Shall mourn for us, as we for others 


J. K. 


Ch. iii, 


“LORD, how tremendous is thy facred 


- Let the whole earth thy fov’reign power 
Thy awful voice I heard, like thunder | 
rol, [ foul. 
While inward horror feiz’d my trembling 
O Lord! amidft the years thy work re- 


‘vive, [thrive, } 
And like a fruitful garden make it 


Amidit the terrors of thy vengeful hand, | 
mercy to a | 


‘SACRED 


mighty bends: [ {cends. 
From Parah’s facred mount the God de- 


blaze ; 
The earth is fill’d with his tranfcendant 
His brightnefs fhone confpicuous as the 
light : { might. 


} His horns difplay’d the hidings ef his 


Before him went the peftilence and fword, 
burning coals obey’d his fov’reign 


word. 
He ftood and meafur'd this ftupendous 
ball : 
He look’d—contiguous fates afunder fal! ‘ 


lays - 

For everlafting are ¢ his righteous ways. __ 

| The tents of Cuthan with affliction dire 

He {mote, while Midian trembled at his 
ire. 


_Againtt the rivers and the briny flood ? 


That thou didft ftately ride ehis flaming 
horfe, 


With chariots of fpeed thy 


divide. 
Thy majefty the trembling mountains 
faw, 


‘The yawning deep declar’d thy voice with 


of night, flight. 
Now ceafe to roll! Thofe radiant orbs of 
Eclipfed by the brightnefs of thy fpear, 
With faces veil’d recede in dreadful fear. . 
T hyindignation thro’ the land was {pread, 


dead. 
When this I heard, my belly trembled 
| fore ; | pow’r. 


My quivering lips loft all their wonted 


_  breaft ; 
That in the day of trouble I might reft. 
Although the fig-tree no bloffoms 
bear; [ pear. 
Nor grape luxuriant on the vine ap- 
| The olive ceafe to yield her precious oil ; 
And fertile fields elude the tiller’s toil ; 
Tho’ bleating fheep. and lowing, herds 
Yet on the Losd my foul hall firm rely = 
Rejoice amidft the awful difpenfation, 


And j joy im God, the fource of my fal-- 
vation. | 


Fan.8, 1798. 1.C. 
» . | 


From Teman’s plains his courfe th’ | 


‘His glories thro” the heav’n’s, refulgent | 
[praife. 


The mountain level with the plain he 


And was thy wrath incens’d, Almighty 


~{courfe? 


Thy awful bow with arm extended wide 
| Was naked made, and ftreams the earth 


The fplendid fun, and Cynthia, queen ARG 


And vengeance {mote the heathen Nations - 


} My bones unfound, a ‘tremor feiz’d my © 
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MEMOIRS OF HENRY ASHHURST, ESQ. 


Works, vol. iv. p. 899.~——Biographical Collections; 
vol. 1. p. 104. | 


His funeral fermon was preached by Mr. Baxter. Title— 
Faithful Souls fhall be with Chri, 'Text—John xii. 26, 


Henry Afbhurft, Efq. was the third fon of Henry 

-_Afhhurft, of Afhhurft in Lancafhire, Efg. by Caflandra his 
wife, daughter of John Bradfhaw of Bradfhaw, of the fame 
county, Efq. His father was a gentleman of great wifdom 
and piety, and zealous for the true reformed religion in a 
county where papifts much abounded: and when king James 
_ (the more to win them) was prevailed with to fign the book 
for dancing, and other fuch fports, on the Lord’s-day, he being 
then a juftice of peace (as his anceftors had been), and the 
_papifts, thus emboldened, fent a piper not far from the chapel « 
to draw the people from public worfhip, he fent him to the 
houfe of correction: and being for this mifreprefented to — 
the king and council, he was put to juftify the legality of 
what he did at the affizes; which he fo well performed, that 
the judge was forced to acquit him (though he was much 
- contrary to him), and an occafion being offered to put the 


wt 


oath of allegiance on his profecutors, their refufal fhewed 


them papifts, as was fufpected, 

God bleffed this gentleman in his three fons: the eldeft 
‘was aman eminent for his wifdom, integrity, and courage, 
a member of the long parliament called 1640 (though all 
fuch, by interefted, partial men, are accounted and called 
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174 . BIOGRAPHY. 
what their prejudice and enmity doth fuggeft, and though, 
with many more fuch, he was by the conquering army abuted 
arid caft out’. ‘The fecond fon was a colonel; and Henry, 
the youngeft, about fifteen years old, was fent to London, 
and bound apprentice to a mafter fomewhat fevere. And 
whereas fuch feverity tempteth many proud and gracelefs | 
young men to be impatient and weary of their mafters, and — 
to break out to feek forbidden pleafure, at play-houfes, taverns, 
and perhaps with harlots, and to rob their mafters to main- 
tain thefe lufts, till they are hardened in fin, and break their 
own hopes, their parents’ hearts, (alas, fays Mr. Baxter, 
{peaking of the city of London, how many fuch wretches 
hath this city !) God’s. grace in our friend did teach him to 


_. make a clean contrary ufe of it: this affliction did help to 
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drive him to hear good preachers for his comfort, and to 
betake himfelf to God in prayer, and to fearch the fcripture 
for direction, in which way he found the teaching and bleff- 
ing of his heavenly Mafter, which helped him to bear all 
harfhnefs and hardnefs in his place. ee 
_ And having no place of retirement but a cold hole in the 
cellar, in the coldeft nights he fpent much time in prayer 
and meditation; and his good father allowing him a yearly 
pention for his expences, he fpent it moftly in furnifhing his 
poor clofet with good books: not play-books, or romances 
and idle tales, but fuch as taught him how to pleafe God, © 
and to live for ever. 
From his childhood he had an humble meeknefs, and — 
_Iweetnefs of temper, which made his) life eafy to himfelf and 
others, and made him fo acceptable to godly minifters and 
people, that their acquaintance and converfe, and love, be- 
came to him a great confirmation and help to his growth in| 
grace; efpecially good Mr. Simeon Afh, a man of his plain- 
_ nefs, and of the primitive ftrain of Chriftianity. | 
_ His mafter (I need not tell how) fo wafted his eftate, that 
he fhut up fhop when Mr. Afhhurft was gone from him, — 
whofe fidelity had helped to keep him up; and he took care © 
of his indigent children afterwards. a 
His portion was but sool. and a fmall annuity, and one— 
Mr. Hyet, a minifter, lent him 300]. more, with which ftock 
he fet up in partnerfhip with one Mr. Row, a draper, and f{ 
continued three years: Mr. Row took up his ftockj and 
‘was a major in the Earl of Eflex’s army, and left Mr. Ath- 
hurft the whole trade. He narrowly efcaped the mifery of 
_ an unfuitable match, and married, on Mr. Ath’s motion, the 
daughter of gne Mr. Rifby (who was left his forrowful 
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widow), having with her about rgool. He bealid his trade 


at the becinning of the wars, when cthers left off their’s. 


He dedicated yearly a good part of his gain to God in works 
of charity, and it increafed greatly: and as his known 
truftinefs made men defirous to deal with him, fo God 
ftrangely kept thofe men that he trufted from breaking, 
when the moft noted men in the fame towns broke to the 
undoing of thofe who trufted them. And though his trading 
was great about thirty years, he managed it with eafe and 


calmnefs of mind, and was not to be diverted from duties’ 


of religion. He “ufually was at one word in his trading. 
His body being healthful, he rofe about four o’clock, or 
five, and in fecret ufually frerit about two hours in reading, 


meditation, and prayer, and then went to his family duties, 


as is afterward defcribed. He was a great improver of his 


time, or elfe he could never have done what he did for fo | 


many perfons; ufually faying, he defired to live no longer 
than he might be ferviceable to God and men. But he was 
moftt revardful to lofe no part of the Lord’s-day, in which 
he did all towards God and his family with great reverence 
and humble ferioufnefs ; and as he much defired godly trufty 


fervants, he had much of his defire, and his houfe was as a 


{chool of piety, mecknefs, and as a church. 
When his faithful paftor Mr. Simeon Ath was buried (the 
very day before the act of uniformity would have filenced 


him, being an old non-conformift minifter), he ufed to go 


‘at the end of the week to Hackney to his. Pua? houfe, 
and there fpend the Lord’s-day. 

In the common fire at London, his houfe was bhirned as 
well as others, Seat was rebuilt with advantage: and all God’s 


corrections, and the hurt which by his permiffion we under-. 


go from bad men, will turn to our gain, if we belicve and 
patiently expect the end. | 

‘Thus far, fays Mr. Baxter, I have given you for the moft 
part but what his beft knowing. friends have moft credib! 
given me, of the hittory of his pilgrimage; but I will next 


tell you what I knew myfelf in above twenty years fami- 


liarity with him, and that fhall be more defcriptive than 


hiitorical, though in what is already faid from others, you 


may know much what he was. 

_ Mr. Afh’s praife, and his own free love, firft brought on 
Our acquaintange: and indeed my many reftraining hin- 
drances have kept me from fo much familiarity with many. 

_ Thofe who knew him need little of my defcription, 
Thofe that have been much in his houfe, and {een his chil- 
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dren and fervants carry it as reverently and refpectfully to 
him as if he had been a lord, when yet he was fo lovingly 
familiar with them, will think there was fome caufe for this. 
Thofe that hear it the common fpeech of magiftrates, godly 
* minifters, and people, that “ we have loft the moft excellent 
“ nattern of piety, charity, and ail virtue, that this city has 
« bred in our times,” will think that there is fome reafon 
for this praife: fome of us feem to fhine to ftrangers, who — 
are cloudy and contemptible to thofe that are near us. And 
many excellent obfcure Chriftians are little taken notice of 
in a low, retired, or unobferved ftation: but his efteem, and 
honour, and love, was at home and abroad, by his children, 
fervants, neighbours, fellow-citizens, that I fay not even by 
fome who loved not-his religioufnefs, or that took him to be 
too much a friend to thofe whom their opinions and intereft 
And if you would truly know what was the meritorious 
caufe of all this love and honour, 1 will tell you, it was the 
image of Chrift, and the fruits of his holy doéctrine and his 
‘f{pirit: no man believeth that there is a God, who doth not 
believe that the liker any man is to God, the better and more 
honourable he is. All is glorious that is holy, that is, of 
God, and for God, feparated to him from all that iscommon _ 
and unclean, Bafe.fools may more admire and reverence a 
proud man; or gilded idol: but all that know God, and the 
almoft nothingnefs of vain man, do value all things and 
_ perfons in the meafures, as they are diipofitively, actively, 
and relatively divine. ‘The fpirit of God by David begins 


the Pfalms with defcribing fuch bleffed men as thefe. And 


Chrift, next after his preaching repentance, begins with fuch 
men’s characters and bleflednefs, Matt. v. I fhall therefore 
now truly tell what our deceafed brother was, and what of 
God fo thined in him as commanded all this love and praife : 
while far greater men, by their filth and folly, their fin and 
hurtful cruelty, have made themfelves the plague and burden _ 
of their times, as the children of him, whofe name is but the | 
contract of Do-evil. | 
J. His religion was only the Bible, as the rule: he was a 
mere fcripture Chriftian, of the primitive fpirit and ftrain. 
No learning fignified with him, but ~what helped him to 
underftand the fcripture: the Bible was his conftant book, 
and in it he had great delight, and he loved no preaching fo 
wel] as that which made much and pertinent ufe of {cripture 


_ by clear expolition, and fuitable application. He liked not 


that which worthy Dr. Manton was wont to call gentleman 
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preaching, fet out with fine things, and laced and gilded, 
plainly fpeaking felf-preaching, man-pleafing, and pride: for 
when pride choofeth the text, the method, and the ityle, the 
evil choofeth it, though the matter be of God. | Therefore 
he alfo highly valued thefe books which are much in fuch 
wife and feafonable ufe of fcripture; of which he com- 
mended, above all, the lectures of Mr. Arthur Hilderfham. 
LI. He neither much ftudied books of controverfy, nor 
delighted in difcourfe of any of our late differences: I fcarce 
ever heard him engage in any of them; but his conftant 
talk was of practical matter, of God, of Chrift, of heaven, — 
of the heart and life, of grace and duty, or of the fenfe of © 
fome practical text of fcripture. He fo little favoured and 
minded the quarrels that many lay out their greateft zcal on, 
and find matter in them to condemn and backbite one ano- 
ther, that he either carried it as a ftranger, or an adverfary to 
fuch difcourfe. 3 
III. Accordihgly, while men were guilty of no damning 
herefy or fin, but held all great and neceflary truths in love, 
and holinefs and righteoufnefs of life, he made little differ- 
ence in his refpeéts and love: a ferious, godly Independent, 
Prefbyterian, or Epifcopal Chriftian, was truly loved and 
honoured by him: indeed the primitive fpirit of ferioufnefs, 


‘opinion never clouded the glory of Chriftianity in his eyes. 

He was of no feé, and he was againft fects as fuch, being 

of a truly catholick fpirit: but he could fee true godlinefs 

and honefty in many, whofe weaknefs made them culpable in 
‘too much adhering to a fide or fect. 

1V. He greatly hated backbiting and Re “ {peak 

* evil of no man,” was a text which he often had in his 

mouth. I never knew any noted men fo free from that vice 

as Judge Hale and Mr. Afhhurft: if a man had begun to 


thing, or divert himgto fomething elfe, or fhew their diftafte 
of it: fin he would {peak againft, but very little of the per- 


tors of godly Chriftians, and oppreffors of the poor: and 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


their pretences of government and order, and talk againit 
{chifm, could never reconcile him to that fort of men: but 
his diflike was never difcovered by fcurrility, nor any thing. 


| 
V. His. 


~ fon. Only one fort of men he would take the liberty to | 
exprefs, his great diflike of, and that was the hinderers of the | 
gofpel, and iilencers of faithful preachers of it, and perfecu-— 


purity, and charity, he valued inall. A differing tolerable _ | 


{peak ill of any man behind his back, they would fay no- | 


- 
j 


| 
that lavoured of an unruly or ieditious ipirit. 
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V. His heart was fet on hallowing God's name, the com- 
ing of his kingdom, and the doing of his will on earth, as 
it is done in heaven, on the propagation of religion and the 


encouraging of all able faithful preachers and practifers of | 


‘jt to his power. Ever fince I knew him it feemed much 
more of his ferious bufinefs in the world, than his trade or 
worldly gain was: he was a rizht hand of his faithful paftor 


good old Mr. Simeon Afh. How feldom did I vifit Mr. 


Ath at any time but I found or left them together,* and now 
they are together with Chrift. He did not love with barren 


words, nor ferve God of that which cot him nothing. Few | 


(but 1) knew from his own: mouth that he gave thctfe eight- 
‘een years (fince Auguft 24, 1662) an hundred pounds a 
year to the ejected minifters of Lancafhire and fome fchools 
there, and in the neighbouring parts'; and many bibles, ca- 
techifms, and other good books, to divers places, befide the 
hundred pounds a year. Anda friend of his and mine 


. tells me, that it was to him that he yearly delivered it to be 


* It may not be amifs to givea fhort account of this excellent 


perfon, who was fo dear, and as a right hand ‘6 Alderman A th- 


** Mr. Simeon Afh was educated in Emanuel! college, Cam- 


bridge, His firft employment in the church was in Stafford 


fhire, where he contrat¢ted acquaintance with the moft eminent | 


Puritans. He was difplaced from his living for refiifing to read 
the Book of Sports, and not conforming to the ceremonies of 
‘the church. After fome time he got liberty to preach in an 


exempt church at Wroxhall, under the protection of Sir John 


-Burgoign; and elfewhere under the Lord Brook, in Warwick- 
fhire. Upon the breaking out of the civil war, he became 
_ chaplain to the Earl of Mancheiter, and had a confiderable 
part in the Cambridge vifitation. After the king’s death he 
vigoroully oppofed the new commonwea!th, and declaimed 
publicly againit the Engagement. He was concerned in all the 
defigns for bringing in the king, and wht with other London 
divines to congratulate his majefty at Breda, He was a Chrif- 
tian of primitive fimplicity, and a non-conformift of the old 
{tamp, being eminently fincere, charitable, ney: and of a cheer, 
ful {pirtt. He had a good paternal eftate, and was very hofpi- 
tabie, his houfe being frequented by his brethren, by whom ho 
was highly elteemed._. He died in an advanced age on the very 


evening before Bartholomew-day, in a cheerful and firm ex- 


pectation| of a future happinefs.”’ 


“, Neal’s Hiftory, &c. vol. iv. p. 378. 
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| diftributed, fave that lately twenty pounds a year went to Nor- 
thumberiand, 

VI. Indeed charity was his life: and bufinefs, Another 
“mean man that was often with him faith, that he hath had 
of him many fcore pounds to give away, which few ever 
knew of. I do not think that there are many that can fay 
that ever they were denicd when they afked him for money 
for a charitable ufe; I am fure I never was._ 


About 1662 and 1663 he endeavoured hard ‘to have got 


the pious citizens of London to contribute yearly to the re- 
lief of the poor ejected minifters of the feveral counties 
where they were born; and I was employed to go to the 
Lord Chancellor Hyde to acquaint him with it, and to get 
his confent, that it might net be taken for a fomenting of 
faction. But though he faid, God forbid that he fhould be 
againft mens charity, yet moft durft not truft him, fo it 
‘fell. 

Since then he and fet an a conventicle, which 
thinks might be tolerated by bithops themfelves. They met 


often to confult, and contribute to the relief of poor houfe-" 


keepers, and they chofe an ancient, active, godly man, fit for 


that work, to be as adeacon: I mean to go about the city 


to find out fuch as.were very poor, fick or ‘impotent, or any 
way in want, and to bring in a catalogue of their names, 
_ places, and degrees of need ; always preferring the pious 


honeft poor ; ; and they made Mr. Thomas Gouge their trea- 


_ furer, one of the fame trade, whofe hands could not be tied 
- from doing good, when his tongue was tied by the filencers. 


And the sforefaid meffenger brought them their contribu- : 


tions, with good inftru@ions and prayer when there was 


need: for which ufe they heen) fometimes a minifter for 
the ignorant. 


Indeed he was a common and rehiever of ait 


treffed minifters and others. I know of none in London that 
they fo commonly reforted to as him. 


be continued, ) 
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FURTHER ACCOUNT OF MR. THO. GRANTHAM. 


vol. ii. p. See Page 90 of ane 


worthy Mr. Thomas and fome othe, 
were taken ‘wd their meeting at Bofton in Lincolnthire, by» 
fome foldiers, who lodged them all night in a public inn, 
where they continued Dceting and curfing inceffantly, to 
the no fmall grief of Mr. Grantham and his companions, 
he and two - cand only being detained, and the reft being 
difmiffed. In the morning he with his companions were 
conveyed to the common gaol at Lincoln, and there con- 
fined ; where they met with one Mr. Cox, who had been 
committed there before them. In this place were they 
detained till the affizes, without fo much as the leaft pre- 
tence of any crime laid to their charge. It was rumoured 
about by fome, that Mr. Grantham was a Papift; and fe- 
veral of the clergy, who came to fee him during his con- 
- finement, affirmed to his face that he was a Jefuit. In 
order to remove this flander, he publifhed a controverfy he 
had with a Roman Catholic, and entitled it Zhe Bapiift 
againft the Papift; by which prudent condu& he happily put 
an end to that fcandalous report, though it was the ordinary 
afperfion caft on thofe of the Baptift perfuafion, and then 
defigned not fo much to bring reproach on their perfons as 
their profeffion. However, at the aflizes no one appearing, 
and no crime being alledged again{ft them, they were dif- 
miffed ; and they returned to the churches to which they 
belonged, who expreffed no little joy for their deliverance, 
after fifteen months imprifonment. During this confine- 
- ment, Mr. Grantham wrote his book entitled The Prifoner 
againft the Prelate, or a Dialogue between the common Gaol of 
Lincoln and the Cathedral. From feverai paffages in which 
‘it appears that the fufferings of the Baptifts were numerous, 
the perfecutions againft them were carried on with great. 
hemence by the “clergy, who thought it not fufficient to 
imprifon their perfons and take away their liberty, unlefs 


they could alio take away their good names. They oe 
ore 
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fore fpread feveral {candalous reports about them, as if the 


perfons they injured were Papifts, Jefuits, and| immoral per- 
fons. However, their demeanor was fo peaceable, and their 
behaviour in prifon fo edifying, they being very much em- 


ployed in praying to, and praifing God, and in \holy convers 


{ation with one another, or private meditations, that they 


gained the reputation of being godly men, who fuffered for 


confcience fake: while the clergy were looked on as perfe- 


- eutors of thofe who were better than themfelves, and as 
_ having an eye in what they did more to their own intereit 
| than the honour of: Chrif. 


| 


MISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION OF GENES 


RAL BAPTISTS. : 
| 


See page 157 of this Magazine. 


_ THE late eminent Countefs of Huntingdon may juftly 
be confidered as the prime inftrument employed in raifing 
that body of the General Baptifts called the New Connec- 
tion: not indeed under that denomination, or approximating 
to their prefent fentiments or difcipline; but as ufing the 
firft effectual means in calling fome of thofe men, who after- 
wards became Baptifts, out of darknefs into light. A per- 
fon, whofe name was David Taylor, a fervant of the Coun- 
tefs, refiding at Donington Park, being a par, sm man, 
and occafionally employed in preaching in the vill 

feveral of the inhabitants, and laid 
the foundation for their diffent from the Church of England. 
Among other places, he preached at Glenfield and Ratby, 
near Leicefter; and though he gained but few profelytes 
there, yet it was not without effect. | 
Ratby, who afterward became a preacher, was one who 
went out of curiofity to hear this new doctrine: his curiofity 


terminated in ferious reflection upon the ftate of his foul, and — 
a diligent examination of the {fcriptures.. He foon found, 


that, whatever this new doctrine was, be was not right him- 
felf, and was therefore determined, if poffible, to know the 


2 


truth, and to follow after righteoufnefs.* 
* Mr. Deacon is ftill living, and has been a preacher about 


ages, firft 


Samuel Deacon, of 


This 
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This was in the year 1741; and David Taylor was about 
this time difmiffed from the fervice of the Countefs, becaufe 
fhe thought he might be more ufeful in devoting himfelf to 
itinerant preaching, than by continuing in her fervice, as he 
could then purfue it with more regularity. After his dif- — 
-miffion, he continued to preach frequently at Glenfield and 

Ratby, and was inftrumental in awakening the attention of 
- feveral, and producing a ferious enquiry after religion. 
. In.1742, David Taylor brought with him a companion, 
whofe name was Stephen Dixon, who alfo was employed in 
preaching. ‘Their followers. increafed, and fome of thefe 
began to exhort, and to preach in the beft manner the 


could. They thought they had found a more excellent way, 


and were defirous that all their neighbours might be brought 
into it. Two perfons of Markheld, John Taylor and. 
Charles Clapham, fchoolmafters, were of this clafs, and they, 
on account of their office, were thought the more qualified. _ 
_ ‘Thefe men preached frequently at Ratby, and one of them | 
refided there for a fhort time, and raifed a fociety fomewhat 
yefembling the planof Mr. Wefley. 
It may eafily be conceived that thefe things would be. 


noifed abroad, and at times collect people from other vil- — | 


Jages to hear what thefe babblers had to fay. There were, 
however, more of the curious than of the ferious among 
their hearers, and thefe are generally fatisfied when curiofity 
is gratified. Still there were a. few, who dared to counte- 
_ Mance, and invite them to preach in their houfes, though 
_ they were generally fuch who had nothing to lofe, and no 
profpect of obtaining any temporal advantage. But, indeed, | 
- what objet ought to ftand in competition with the falvation 
_ of the foul, and‘having “ the gofpel preached unto them?” | 
4743 A poor man of Ofbafton, near Market Bofworth, 
attending at Markfield, invited the preachers to his houfe, 
and they accordingly went, and great numbers aflembled 
from the neighbouring villages to hear. The novelty of 
the thing induced John Whyatt,.a carpenter of Barton in 
the Beans, to make oneof the number; and he, for the firft 
time, and under the firft fermon, was brought to a fenfe of _ 
fin, and a conviction of his danger. He began in earneft to 
| fearch the fcriptures, and to enquire what is “ the way of 
s‘ falvation.” He repeated his vifit to Ofbafton the next 
time the preacher came, and invited a neighbour, Mr. John | 
. Aldridge, fon of Mr. Thomas Aldridge, a farmer of Barton, 
to go with him. He accepted the invitation, and on hearing 
found himfelf in the fame predicament with his companion — 
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Whyatt. Being both in earneft in the fame caufe, they 
united their endeavours to affift each other in that important 
work, in which they had engaged, and indeed were after- 


wards confiderably ufeful in {preading the gofpel of Chrift 


by their converfation and preaching.* 
The impreffions made on Mr. Whyatt and Mr. Aldridge 
induced them to folicit the preacher to vilit Barton. John 


Taylor was the firft who came, and he preached in Mr. 


Whyatt’s houfe. He repeated his vilits for fome weeks, 
without interruption; but at length a ftorm arofe, which 
feemed to threaten very ferious confequences to this rifing 
caufe, though it might probably, in it’s effects, contribute 
more than any thing elfe, to ftrike it’s roots, and extend it’s 
branches beyond what it otherwife might have done. 


Perfecution for religious opinion is a fure indication of 
ignorance, or wickednefs, or both, in thofe who exercife it; 
but, in fome cafes, religious characters may thank themfelves 
for many fufferings they experience. An affected fingularity, 


a foolith boafting of their fuperior knowledge, to the degra- 


dation of others, and an introduction of improper fubjects 


into fermons, delivered before the ignorant and profane, 
often raifes difguit and refentment, which may terminate in 
real perfecution. This was in a meafure the cafe in the 
- prefent inftance. Taylor took an opportunity to read in 
public a part of John Cennick’s Journal, in which his 
treatment is related, while an. itinerant preacher of the gof- 
pel. This had undoubtedly a very different effect to what 
the preacher intended ; for inftead of exciting the compaffion 
of the audience for a perfecuted man, or convincing them 
_ that he had fuffered in the caufe of righteoufnefs, they 
received fufficient inftructions how to proceed in treating 


this new fect. The next time of meeting, therefore, a great _ 


number of perfons came from Nailftone, about a mile from 


Barton, and ufed various means to difturb the congregation, — 


Some with bells tied about them, with which they danced 


moft merrily. Some finging, others {wearing; and now and 


_ then threatening vengeance againft the preacher, the houfe, 
and Mr. Whyatt, who had received him. In fhort, the 


preacher could not proceed, and was obliged to conceal 


himfelf and efcape, He had however more courage than 


* John Whyatt was many years a zealous preacher, and 


was chofen co-paftor with Samuel Deacon over the church at 
Barton. John Aldridge: preached a confiderable time, but 
afterwards declined it; but he lived and died a fincere difciple —-__ 
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might have been expecied; for he made repeated attacks, 
though he received repeated infults, and was fhamefully 
-abufed every time he came. As the vulgar rabble cou)d not 
_.. put a ftop to the preaching by their folly and noife, it fome- 
how came into the fapient head of a fwaggering farmer to 
unite 4is influence, and fanétion their caufe. He procured 
a fit man for his purpofe, a pretty complete blackguard, 
equipped him with a horn, and difpatched him to the | 
meighbouring villages to! make this proclamation, that 
«< Whofoever will attend, and affift in taking the Methodift — 
«¢ Parfon, the next time he comes, wherefoever he fhall be 
** found, fhall be rewarded with a Barret OF ALE: 
|, © and fhall be indemnified, though the houfe be pulled down 
In confequence of thefe proceedings Mr. Aldridge applied 
_ to Sir Woliton Dixie, Bart. refiding at Market Bofworth, 
_ to afk his advice in the affair; who liftened to his com- 
plaint, and obferved that they would be juftified in refifting, 
and even firing upon fuch a lawlefs banditti, who offered 
violence to their dwellings; but at the fame time recom- — 
- mended more lenient means, and intimated his defign to 
difcountenance and punifh future offenders. On receiving 
this encouragement from the honourable Baronet, Mr. | 
Aldridge judged it would be more prudent to take the 
preacher under his own protection, being a confiderable 
farmer, and poffcffing fomewhat more influence than 
Whyatt, The next time, therefore, when the preacher 
_ - €ame, which was on the Saturday evening, a great number 
-- _» of people came, nore for the fake of the barre! of ale 
pe than from religious motives, and began to behave in a moft 
_ diforderly manner. Mr. Whyatt’s houfe was firft befieged 
. by fome of the leading defperadoes, who were headed by 
the conftable of Nailftone and feveral of the principal 
farmers; but not finding their prize, they then ranfacked | 
every houfe in the village till they came to Mr. Ald- 
ridge’s. Here the preacher was, and a numbcr of 
people affembled for the purpofe of worfhip, though fervice 
was not begun; and on feeing fome hundreds of people rufh 
into the yard, fome of the family locked the outer door, — 
which was foon broke open by the mob. In the paflage 
_ betwixt the outer and inner door, Mr. Robert Aldridge, 
_ eldeft fon of Mr Thomas Aldridge, ftood with his gun, 
threatening to fhoot fuch of them as dared to proceed far- 
ther; but being unwilling to put his threats in ere i 
an 
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and the infurgents rufhing violently i in, they difarmed Mr. | 


A. dragged him into the yard, and let the gun off in the 


air. ‘The inner door being alfo either locked or bolted, 


_ they tried to force it open by feveral of them thrufting their 
fingers and hands betwixt the door and the door-poft. One 
of Mr. A.’s daughters, and fifter to Robert and John Ald- 
ridge, feeing fo many fingers fo neatly arranged, took down 


the cleaver, and, beginning at the top, drew it down with 


pretty good accuracy, and equal velocity, over the whole 


range ; and fo effe€tual was the device, that they all with- 


drew all the remainder of their fingers without further ex- 


poftulation. | Dreadful was the outcry, and terrible the 


vengeance which enfued. The door was prefently burft 
open, and the affailants became poffeffed of the citadel. 
Old Mr. Aldridge, who was very infirm, they drew into the 


vard, very much bruifed and lamed him. Mrs. Aldridge 


had fhut herfelf up in a parlour, but fhe could not efcape 


their cruelty. “The preacher had fecured himfelf in another 
room, which was alfo broke open; and here their joy was 
full. Huzzas, and vollies of oaths, like peals of thunder, 


announced the capture of the parfon, whom they began to 
march away. ‘They likewife feized feveral of the hearers, 


and led them off alfo in triumph. ‘They proceeded to — 


Nailftone, and with the utmoit derifion they fhewed their 
captives from houfe to houfe.* From hence they went to 


Ofbafton, about two miles diftant, hoping to receive an 


additional reward for their exploits from Mundy, Efgq. 
who, it appeared was too much of the gentleman to coun- 
tenance fuch riotous behaviour. 

_ By the time they had been to Otbatton, the evening was 
far sPoanise, and they judged it neceffary to return to Nail- 
ftone. They could not, however, let any favourable oppor- 
tunitv flide by, which might afford them diverfion, or 
difplay their inhumanity. Some of the people they drew 
into the brook, and Mr. J. Aldridge was thrown into a 


fith-pond. the feuffle, two of the perfecuting gentry got 


in likewife, and even then ufed their beft endeavours to 


* While they were thus expofing to ridicule the preacher 
and his flock, he er at feveral houfes the following 


_ For me my § Savious thus yas led, 
For me a gazing-{tock was made ; ; 
_ All praile be to his holy name, 
Who counts me worthy of his fhame, 


drive 
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drive Mr. Aldridge beyond his depth, threatening to drown 


him if he would not recant. He il their treatment with 
_Chriftian patience for a confiderable time, till he faw he 
‘muft exert himfelf or lofe his life; and being a very ftrong 


man, and-in the prime of life, he found it no very hard matter 
to give both his antagonifts a pretty fufiicient and 


fo made his efcape 


One of the company: among the perfecuted at this time 
was Jofeph Donifthorpe, of Normanton on the Heath, neat 
Afhby-de-la-zouch, who afterwards becaine a noted preacher 
seach the General Baptifts. Him they abufed by taking 
hold of his hair and bestia his neck over a gate, threatening 
his deftruction with horrid imprecations. ‘Others had their 
clothes cut and torn in pieces, were pelted with clods and 


_ dung, and led through the moft filthy places, until their 
enemies were fatigued, and almoft unable to proceed. ‘They 


took care, however, that the preacher and Mr. Whyatt 
fhould not efcape. ‘The preacher they confined in a cham- 
ber at the Bull’s-head, and Mr. Whyatt they fuffered to fit 
by the kitchen fire. - In a little time they would fain have 


. difmiffed him, but he was determined not to forfake his 


friend and teacher, and fo ftaid the whole night, amidft the | 
moft fhameful treatment. They cut his clothes, his hair, 
and blacked his face; all which he bore with patience. At 
length they quarrelled among themfelves, and by fighting 
broke the ribs. of one of their own companions. In the 
morning Mr. Whyatt returned home, and, notwithftanding | 
the wearifome night he had experienced, he prepared himfelf ' 
for worfhip in the forenoon, and returned to Nailftone 
church * for that purpofe. The preacher alfo went to 


church; but he was {till a prifoner, and went under a guard. 


On Monday morning, the conftable, with fome of the 


~ ringleaders of the Nailftone cabal, among whom were thofe 


bold fellows whofe aétive fingers forced the door, and fo 
nimbly retreated on the application of the cleaver, fet off with 


the preacher to Bofworth, and applied to Sir Wolfton Dixie, | 
at the fame .time laying a heavy charge againf{t the preacher | 


and his followers, In confirmation of their charge, the fore 


_ fingers were fhewn, and indeed they formed a miferable 


{pectacle, having been marked very fufficiently to be feen by 
well as. felt by the owners. The of 


Barton is in the of end thefe people | 


did not as yet abfent themfelves from their on 
the | 
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courfe, wifhed to know what their fingers had been doing, 
to be cut in fuch uniform order. The ftory was related, 
and afforded no {mall diverfion, though in the iflue the 
preacher and his friends became rather the objects of the 
ridicule than of the protection of the magiftrate. They were 
‘branded with the name of Methodifts, and loaded with ca- 
lumny, and every meafure, whether legal or otherwife, was 
thought juftifiable, if it could fupprefs the herefy and punifh 


Sir Wolfton, not choofing to fettle the bufinefs himfelf, \ 


bound the parties over to the next quarter feifion at Lei- 
cefter. 
On ‘retiring from Sir Wolfton Dixie’s, they received 
frefh abufe from the populace, who were waiting for the 
opportunity, and who feemed encouraged by the manner in 


which Sir Wolfton had behaved.. They aflailed them with 


dirt, and obliged them to fly. J. Taylor (the preacher), J. 
Aldridge, and Whyatt, ran toward Hinkley, and were pur- 


fued fome: miles. J. Whyatt was overtaken and put into a 


ditch of water, and much abufed. He afterwards returned 
by Ofbafton, not daring to go through Bofworth ; but on his 


approach to Ofbafton, found the whole village in an uproar. 
A large bonfire was made, as a teftimony of their joy on 
the defeat of the Methodifts, as they called them ; and vari- 


ous threatenings were denounced againft all whom they 
might catch in future. Some cried they would burn the 
Holy Ghoft with the Methodifts, with other expreffions 


_which proclaimed their ignorance, as well as mar, ree | 


The fame day, while the parties were before Sir V 
a gentleman of Coventry, and his brother, who lived at 
Ratby, both Diffenters, being on a journey, put up at the 
Wheat-fheaf in Bofworth, and hearing of the proceedings, 
—exprefled a defire to fee the preacher, and availed themfelves 
of the opportunity to fpeak with him. ‘This immediately 
drew a fufpicion on themfelves. Indeed they openly de- 
fended the caufe of the perfecuted, till they experienced 
fimilar treatment. They were abufed in the inn, pufhed 
into the ftreet, their faddles were daubed, their bags cut 
open and filled with dung, and it was with difficulty they 
could efcape perfonal injury. “They, however, brought an 
_ action againft the principal perfons concerned, and recovered 
the damages. | 

In confequence of thefe difiurbances, and the countenance 
given to the perfecutors, it was not practicable to meet 


_ publicly as they had done befores but ftill the union of the » 
people 
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people with each other, and their attachment to the caufe, 

> ‘were preferved and ftrengthened. ‘They continued to meet 

together as often as convenient, for the purpofes of "gem 
friendfhip and religious inftruGtion. ‘They attended the 
eftablifhed church, though much diflatisfied with the doc- 
tine they generally heard. Several were rather partial to a 
.  ¢lergyman at Markfield,* whofe mode of preaching was 
more evangelical, and whofe {pirit and behaviour was candid 
and benevolent. Some of them took courage to fpeak to 
Mr. Ellis, and alfo to the Rev. Mr. Holwell,+ the clergyman 

of Nailftone; but they failed in gaining that fatisfaction — 

_ which they wifhed for, which contributed to weaken their | 
‘attachment to the eftablifhed church, and to make them /de- 
termine on a total diffent. «| is 

- During the interval betwixt their appearance before Dixie, 

and the quarter-feffion, they continued to receive new infults, 

and met with increafing trials. Some who depended on their 

Tabour for fubfiftence, and who had large families, were 

deferted by their employers, and thus were very much injured 

in their temporal circumftances: all which they bore with 

fortitude, and even “took joyfully the fpoiling of their 

«< soods, knowing that in heaven they had a better and an 


The feffion being juft after Chriftmas, anno 1744, Mr. 
i  °  Aldridge, Mr. Whyatt, and Mr. Taylor the preacher, with 
_. feveral other of their friends, met at the Caftle, at Leicefter. © 
‘The caufe was tried, and, ftrange to relate! the poor Bar- 
_tonian Methodifts were caft. ‘he ftory of the cleaver was 
there brought forward, and the wounded fingers exhibited in 
: court. ‘Terrible complaints were lodged againft them, and 
i. not a few falfe witnefles were fuborned to criminate them. 


Their attorney,{ feeing that partiality governed the whole 
of their proceedings, and that no redrefs could be obtained 
. for hislients there, advifed them not to fit down by their 
decifion, inafmuch as he affured them it was in direct oppo- 
3 __ fition to the law of the realm. Application was accordingly 
: _* made to Sir John Strange, who gave his opinion decidedly 


* The Rev. Mr. Ellis. 


fi . + + Mr, Holwell once preached a railing fermon againft thefe 
a _ people and their tenets, and challenged them to come forward 
defend them. Mr. John Aldridge accepted the chal- 


‘ Mr. Peck, of Leicefter, 


opp ofite 
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— oppofite to the verdict of the jury. Mr. Peck therefore 
indicted the principal offenders in the crown-office. 
When the verdict was given in favour of the people of 
Nailftone, it is fcarcely poffible to conceive the infernal tri4 
umph. Every outrage was deemed a virtue, when com-. 
mitted againft the Methodifts; and when letters were after- 
ward fent to the perfons indicted in the crown-office, they 
treated the letters with contempt, making a parade of tear~— 
ing them, and trampling upon them in the itreet. “hus | 
they fet every thing at defiance, and perififted in their ufual 
mode of harrafling the Barton people, till the following. 
fummer, when the rules of court and a citation from the 
crown-office were fent to each perfon indicted. 


When the attorney’s clerk went to Nailftone to prefent 


in the true methodiftic form. ‘The clerk, being in the 
crowd, ftepped up at that inftant with the citation in his 
hand, faying, “ Here, my lad, I'll furnifh you with a text: 
but, alas! the methodiftical mimic could not read it, and 
might have remained ignorant of it’s contents, had his 
auditory been as ignorant as himfelf. He was foon inftruéted 
into it’s meaning; but it damped the flame of his devotion, 
made his face longer than before, and inftead of performing 
his exploits to a gaping crowd, was glad to fneak away in 
After the prefentation of thefe citations, the clouds with- 
drew from Barton, and refted over Nailftone: Foreboding 
fears arofe as to the confequences of their late proceedings. 
‘They began to pay their court to thofe they had fo long 
abufed, and wifhed for terms of peace. A meeting was 
accordingly propofed by the people of Nailftone to be held 
at Leicefter, and the Barton people were invited to attend. 
The affair was fettled at this meeting, on the condition of 
the perfecutors paying all the expences incurred by their 
proceedings from the firft. “Thefe were indeed very mode- 
rate terms, when it is confidered that many of the Barton 
people had fuftained lofs of property through 
21 Ties che 


i 
the citations, moft of the perfons for whom they were in- ; 
tended were gone to a fair held at Bofworth. ‘The clerk ; ‘ 
went to Bofworth after them, and found the perfons he : 
| wanted, who then began fomewhat to lower their note. 
The fair being a time of diverfion, one of the men to whom 
the clerk had a commiffion was about to difplay his oratory 
in the public fair by preaching a Methodift fermon. His i 
congregation was collected, he mounts the ftool, and begins i, 
to draw up the mufcles of his face to put his countenance * ; 
i | 
| 
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the riotous conduét of their enemies, had wafted much 
time, and fuffered very confiderably in their bufinefs befides. 
But mercy triumphed over juftice in the whole of their 


behaviour, which though their perfecutors did not nag i 


it was to their honour to manifeft. Lenient as they were, 
the expences fell pretty heavy on about feven or cight of — 
the farmers, and two or three others were fo far derma at 
the approaching ftorm, that, previous to the final — 
they fled, and were never more heard of. 
After this time, the people of that neighbourhood were 
_ pretty well cured of the perfecuting mania, and (a few 
inftances excepted) fuffered the Methoditts to their 
fentiments in peace. 
D. 
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EUSEBES, JUVENIS, CORDELIA. 


jJuvents. 
I ESTEEM it, my refpeéted friend, a great favour that 


you have fo kindly accepted my invitation, and honoured © 
me with a vifit. I have not, I hope, entirely iG Pe the 
enjoyed 


friendly inftru@ions which you gave me when 
your company in the ftage-coach. Every obje& that has 
fince then ftruck my attention, offers new wonders, prefents 
new difficulties, and fuggefts new inquiries. I have there- 
fore much defired to have another opportunity of troubling 
-- you with a thoufand queftions. 
_ Enfeb. ‘The works of God are patt finding out, nor can 
any one underftand his ways to perfection. Sufficient, how- 
ever, has been difcovered to lead us to adore the power and 
wifdom of the great Creator ; 3 and I thall feel a pleafure, 


Juvenis, 
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‘Juvenis, to affift you to the utmoft of my ability i in your 


refearches, for this noble purpofe, into the wonders of 
nature. But as loofe and wondering enquiries would rather 
perplex than inftru€@t, it would, [ think, tend-more to our 
information, to confine ourfelves, at this time, to one fubje@, 

and endeavour to obtain a general knowledge of it. Choofe 
therefore any part of nature you pleafe, and ‘ phopede your 


_ difficulties. I fhall attempt to folve them as well as 1 


can. 
Juv. Though your late converfation: has infpired me 


| with a ftrong defire for information on many fubjeats, yet 


I entirely acquiefce in the juftnefs of your obfervation. 
We will therefore, if you pleafe, Sir, make Air the fubject 
of our prefent inveftigation. 

Euf. The fubject you have fele&ed, Tiree, is full of 


_ inftruction and entertainment, and will agreeably employ our 


prefent opportunity. 

Juv. I have, Sir, one requett to make before you begin. 
Since our late interview, I have feveral times repeated your 
remarks, and {hewn the experiments you mentioned, to my 


 fifter Cordelia. She always expreffed much fatisfaGtion 


with them, and engaged me when your much looked-for 
return fhould arrive, to beg you to permit her to be a par- 


taker of our converfation. You fmile affent, and here fhe 


comes, impatient, I fuppofe, of longer delay. — 
Eufeb. This obliging confidence, Cordelia, merits our 
thanks. Your brother has juft informed me of your defign 
to favour us with your company. I affure you, Madam, it 
will be very acceptable; and contribute notia little to enliven 


the converfation. 


Cord. Your condefcenfion, Sir, is very encouraging, 
and I am much obliged to you for it. I confefs, that, — 
though a female, I have a defire to become acquainted with — 
the things of nature. Nor am | willing that your fex 
fhould engrofs all the profit and pleafure of knowledge to. 


Euf. The unnatural cuftom of refraining the fair from 
cultivating their intelleftual faculties, is, | am happy to 


obferve, rapidly declining. From the pride of man alone ! 


arifes the idea that nature has placed fuch a difference be- 
tween the mental powers of the two fexes. Different pur- 
fuits and different {tations will indeed always make a differ- 


ence in their acquifitions ; but their capacities are naturally 
‘More equal than many of us are wile to ee And 
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many inftances might be produced of ladies who have. under 
all thefe difadvantages, arrived at confiderable eminence in: 
many branches of {cience. 

Cord. I thank you, Sir, for your liberal fentiments 
 yefpeGing our fex. Let me not, however, hinder your 
converfation. 1 fhaN take the liberty, as I find occafio , 
to trouble you with fuch gueflions as may be needful ‘9 
aflift my weak comprehenfion. 

Fufeb. Make entirely free, Madam. There is no 
reafon to be afhamed of ignorance in things in which you. 
have not been infiruéted ; and I fhall be happy to affiit you 
by every explanation inmy power. 

The fubje¢t which your brother has propofed for our 

refent conyerfation, is the Air—a very interefting fubjec. 

he air is the element by which the life of both animals 
and vegetables are fupported ; the great ftore houfe of na- 
ture; and the vehicle, by which an all. gracious God con- 
veys to us all the blefiings of the fenfes. In vain had we 
been furnifhed with the organs of fight, hearing, and {mell, 
did not the air bring the bounties of Providence within theiy 
reach. 
Juv. TI confefs, Sir I cannot conceive how this can be: 
J doubt not, however, but you will be able to explain it, 
Pray what do you mean by air? 

-Euf. Air is that heavy, tranfparent, elaftic, and com- 
preflible fluid, compofed of an infinite diverfity of materials, 
which furrounds. the earth td a confiderable height, in which 
the clouds float, the vapours are upheld, and the meteors, 
ftorms, and winds operate. In this general fenfe it is ufually — 
called the Atma/phere. 

- Cord. There are many terms, Sir, in your defcription, 
that are, at prefent, too hard for me; but I expect that you 
will explain them as we proceed. 'Pray, Sir, how do you 
Know that the air isa fluid? I have been accuftomed to 
call water, oil, and other liquors, fluids ; ; but never reckoned 
air amongft them. 

Euf. A fluid is-a body whofe parts yield to the {malleft 
force, and are therefore eafily put in motion. ‘Thus a buc- 
ket of water is moved, even by a breath of air. This 
-aptnefs to move is fuppofed io arife from the round figure 
of the little particles of which fluids are compofed, which, 
as they can touch only ina few points, do not adhere fo 
‘ftrongly as flat fided bodies do. Now daily experienge fhews, 


it that the air gives ways to the — preffure, and that the | 


weaken 
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srealeel animals move in it with the preateft facility, and . 
breathe it without the leaft obftruction. Abe air therefore 


a fluid. 


Cord. Granted, Sir, if the air be a fubftance. But why 
cannot I fee it? 

Juv. Surely, Siffer, you cannot doubt the materiality a 
the air. Try to walk with a pretty ftrong wind in your 
face, and you will foon find it fubftantial enough. Put your 
_ finger to the pipe of a pair of bellows, and you -will feel 
it fufficiently ftrong to move your hand. Obferve with what 
force it turns yonder windmill, and fhakes the fturdieft trees, 
and you will no longer fufpest it to be immaterial. 

Cord. Indeed, Brother, you may ftop: I am convinced 
that you are right. Be not, however, fo quick upon me 5 
for | am, you know, but a young philofopher. 

Eufeb. When we contemplate the wonderful effets 
‘produced by air, it is not ftrange, Madam, that we fhould — 
be furprized to find fo powerful an agent invifible to our 
ftrongett glaffes. The fmallnefs, and perhaps the tranfpa- 
rency, of it’s parts, render it incapable of becoming the ob- 
ject of fight. But, as Juvenis has fhewn, though we cannot 
{ee it, tawve fee fel it, and have fufficient means of inveftigat- 
ing it’s prc, *rties. 

Juv. You called the aira heavy fluid, pap as itis a binds 
it mult have weight. ‘Pray, Sir, is it poffible to determine 
the weight of any quantity of it? 

__Euf. Air has been repeatedly weighed with the exa@inefs 

of gold. The refult is, that’ a quart of air at the furface 

of the earth weighs feventeen grains troy. But a quart of 
water wcighs fourteen thoufand fix hundred and twenty-five. 

grains. Air is therefore about eight hundred and fixty times 
lighter than water. 

“Cord. It mutt be very curious to fee the air weighed. 
Could you favour us, Sir, with a defeription of thermanner 
of performing it! 

Euf. The method is eafy. Take a glafs bottle, and 
weigh it when full of air. Obferve exaétly it’s weight. 
‘Then, by means of an air-pump, draw the air out of the 


bottle, and weigh it empty. It will be found to weigh | 


Jefs than before, and the deficiency muft be the precife 
weight of the bottle full of air, which will be found nearly 
as we have ftated it. It muft however ibe obferved, that | 
-many caufes, which we fhall foon have ogcafion to explain, 
gonfpire to vary almoft inceffantly the weight of the air, 
even 
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even at the earth’s furface 5 and that the higher you rife . 
upwards the lighter the air grows. ‘There are, however, — 
eafy and certain methods of weighing a pillar of. air of any | 
thicknefs, that fhall reach from the earth to the top of the 
atmofphere. 
“Juv. Could you not, Sir, favour us with fome idea how 
this is done? 
Cord. If you could, Sir, bring this within my romps 
henfion, it would be very acceptable. | 
_ Euf, Air, and all other fluids, may eafily be proved to — 
prefs equally in all direétions, upwards.as well as down- 


-. wards. ‘Take, therefore, a narrow tin pipe, and fill it with 
‘Water: put your finger on the top to prevent the air from 

entering, and turn the top downwards. ‘lake away your 
finger ; and, as long as the pipe is holden fteady and upright, 


_ the water will not fall out, but remain fufpended. Now © 
_ nothing prevents the water from running out, except the. air 
that prefles upwards againft it’s under furface. This is 
clearly evinced by making a {mall hole in the upper end of 
the tube. “The air above then prefies on the water and ~ 
eounterbalances the preffure below, and all the water, by it’s 
own weight, immediately falls out. Nowif this pipe were 
made fo long as to render the weight of the water too heavy 
_for the preffure of the air, the water would run out till the 
weight of the water and preffure of the air were reduced 
to anequality. This will be when the watcr ftands about 
_ thirty-two feet high in the pipe. And hence we clearly 
“conclude, that a column of water thirty-two feet high, is of 
the fame weight as a pillar of air of the fame thicknefs, 
_ that reaches from the furface of the earth to the top of 
the atmofphere. But, a folid foot of water is known to 
_ weigh about fixty-three pounds: thirty-two fuch feet mutt 
- therefore weigh two thoufand and fixteen pounds. This © 
_ is then the weight of air that preffes upon every furface of - 
a foot fquare, at or near the earth: and as we know how 
_ many {quare feet are contained in the furface of the whole 
_ earth, it is eafily computed that the weight of the whole body 
of air, or the whole atmofphere, is nearly five thoufand 
millions of millions of tons. 
Juv. If all furfaces, Sir, be preffed in the manner you 
| fuppofe, why is not every thing crufhed to pieces? How 
_gan a man, for inftance, who, according to your do@tine, 
mutt fuftain an amazing weight, move as freely as if he 
carried 
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carried nothing, nor perceive the leaft inconvenience from 
his burthen ? 

‘Euf. In order to account for this, we muft examine 
another amazing property of air, in which the wifdom and 
goodnefs of the Creator is wonderfully difplayed. ‘Take a 
{trong bladder, well blown, and by forcibly prefling it be- 
tween your hands you may fqueeze it into far lefs room than 
it occupied at firft. As foon, however, as you take away 
_~your hand, the air fprings back, and fwells the bladder to 

it’s former fize. ‘This property’ of expanding itfelf into 
more room, when the incumbent weight is removed, is 
called elafticity ; and it isa property peculiar to air, which 
no other fluid, that we know of, pofieffes in any confiderable 
degree. We ‘fhall, however, have often occafion to remark 
the admirable contrivance of Divine Wifdom, in endowing 
the air with this fingular property. Here it muft be noted, 
that the air contained in any body endeavours to expand 
itfelf, and preffes outwards, and by that effort aéts againft 
the preffure of the atmofphere, and, as many experiments 
demonftrate, is always equal to it. Thus, by the contrary 
exertions of thefe oppofite powers, the ftru€ture of every 
thing is preferved: whereas were either of thefe for a mo- 
_ment to fufpend their action, all fubftances would pein 
be burft in pieces, or crufhed to atoms. Hence, too, a 
man feels not the leaft preffure, though it be demonftrable 
that he continually fuftains upwards of twenty-eight thoufand 
pounds, or above twelve tons and an half. | 

Cord. I fancy, Sir, this doctrine will have Risen. i! 
effets on nervous perfons. I almoft imagine, fince you © 
begun your converfation, that I labour to fupport this enor- * 
- mous load: for, flender and low as I am, 1} fuppofe that I 
carry at leaftten tons. It is, however, a great relief to have _ 
fo ftout an affiftant as Elafticity. Can you not, Sir, indulge 
me with the fight of fome fimple experiment, to fatisty. me 
of it’s ftrength ? 

Kuf. Iam happy, Madam, in being able to oblige you 
on the fpot. Take this bladder, which you fee is fcarcely - 
half full of air, and lay it before the fire. Now you mutt 
obferve that heat rarifies the air, and confequently leffens 
the weight and preffure of the outward air upon the blad- 
der. Now take notice how the fmall quantity of air in- 
clofed within the bladder begins to expand and fwell the 
bladder, and would, if the heat was increafed and conti- 
nued, foon burit it. As it is now ready to burft, we will 


take 
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take it away, and place it on this cold lead. Cold, you wil 


recolleét, is oppofite to heat, and produces contrary ettects. 
The bladder immediately fhrivels up to it’s firft fize. 
_ Hence we learn that heat renders the air lighter and thinner, 
and that cold makes it heavier and denfer. It will be proper _ 
remember thefe different effe&ts of heat and cold 6n 

air, as we fhall find that they are the chief agents by which | 
nature performs fome of her moft ufeful operations. Let us — 

now take this almoft empty bladder, and place it again near 
the fire. To fhew the ftrength of will put 
this heavy leaden weight upon it. You fee, fuch is the 
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force of the enclofed air, that it ftill fwells the bladder, and 


lifts the weight. And if we had an air-pump, by which the 
weight of the atmofphere might be more completely taken © 
_ off, we fhould fee a far lefs quantity of air raife a much 
Cord. I thank you, Sir. I am perfectly fatished; and — 
believe I now comprehend pretty well how elafticity, by © 
prefling outwards, prevents the external air from crufhing | 

| every thing to pieces, It is plain too, that as heat and cold 

_ rarify,and condenfe the air, it’s weight muft be continually 

_ changing asthe weather changes. 
| SACRO BOSCO. 


be continued. 
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* Page 103, line 11, for dafon ftands, read, candle flandss — 
& 


* 
4 \ 
| 
Bx 
: 
. 
a 
| 
3 | 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


|. ~ 


THE WAY TO MAKE DISSENTERS, 


Sir, 


is to fuppofe that the fevetal deapeinations of 


Diffenters are anxious to gain profelytes, and that they will — 


ladly receive any hint, which may be improved to that end. . 
i will fimply give my opinion on the fubje&t, and leave the 
matter to your candour, or to that of your readers: and if 
any perfon will i improve upon it, or olbhels a better, I hall 
be very happy to fee it in your Magazine. _ 

1. Let your light fhine before men, that they may fee 


vour good works. Your fobriety in the government of your — 


paffions, appetites, and affections. Your deadnefs to wealth, 
honours, pleafures, and carnal gratifications. Your life ak 


activity in the caufe of religion, and regular regard to all 
the inftitutes of God. Let it be feen that it is your delight 


to do juftly in all your dealings. That you love mercy, 
and are ready to fhew it on all proper occafions, even to the 
moft unworthy of men. That you ‘* walk humbly with 
<* your God” in every fituation and circumftance of life.— 
This regard to your own fpirit and condua, is a fine pree 
parative to the work in hand; but without it, your beft en- 
deavours will be to little purpofe. 

2. Manifeft a fincere concern for the fouls of your 
neighbours. Let them fee plainly that you have their pre- 
fent, future, and eternal happinefs at heart. Let what you do 
and fay on all occafions give proof of your ardent defire to do 
them good. Not like fome of old, who made long prayers 
to be feen or heard of men, to gain an opportunity to de- 
vour their property: but let them fee that you are more 
ready to give than to receive; are ready, in a manner, to 
lay down your life for their falvation.—Love, genuine love, 
begets love. ‘* If thy enemy hunger, feed him; if he 


thirtt, give him drink:—Be not overcome of evil, but 


‘“ overcome evil with good.” This is the way to conquer 


| Pre) udice. This is the way to win fouls. | 


2k 2. Endeae 
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no avail in point of falwation. 


Redeemer’s love. 


398. SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


3. Endeavour, as you have opportunity, to enlighten 


their minds with divine truth. In your vifits and conver- 

-fation, take heed that the time be not loft in trifling or in 
: | vain talk. /! urn common things’ into a religious improve- 

ment, yet with that affability and pleafantnefs which will 

_ prevent difguft.~ Do not be enfnared to fpeak evil of the | 

King, or of the Church, or of the Parfon. If this fucceed © 


jn one view, it will do hurt in another. -If it caft.out one 


devil, it may let in. feven. Such a method of gaining pro- — 
felytes is of no advantage to the Diffenting Intereft. Your 


great care fhould be to bring them to God. All without 


this is of little confequence. To accomplith this, take 


the primitive, apoftolic, Bible method. There is none 
4. Shew them that men by nature are children of wrath 


—finners againft God—under the curfe of his law—unable | 


to deliver themfelves from it. That living and dying in 


this ftate, mifery muft be their portion—hell their habita- 
tion, and devils their companions. ‘That except they be 
born again they cannot fee the kingdom of God. 


That: ' 
all the rites, ceremonies, and religious obfervances which > 


have been done to them, or practifed by them, will be of 
5- Endeavour to fhew the love and compaffion of God 
to their fouls, which is fo abundantly manifefted in the 


gofpel of his grace. That “ he fo loved the world, that he 


<< cave his only begotten Son, that a. believeth in 
‘© him fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life.” Be not 
afraid of expatiating on this wonderful love of the Almighty, 
and of his dear Son, who came into the world to fave fin- 
ners; and of the certainty of falvation to all thofe who- 


cordially believe in him. 


6. Set the Lord Jefus Chrift forth in his attributes, 
characters, fufferings, and glorious perfeGtions, before them, 
that they may fee the love of Chrift, which paffeth know- 
ledge ; that their prejudices againft the gofpel may be re- 


moved ; that they may be drawn by the cords of love, to 


come in their hearts to Jefus, to put their whole truft in 
him ; to take up their crofs, and follow him; to be “ de- 


_ €* termined to know nothing in point of juftification and 


‘¢ falvation, fave Jefus Chrift, and him crucified.” 

Shew them the pleafantnefs of religion. What {weet ° 
ferenity and peace thofe enjoy who are interefted in the 
What pleafure in believing the 
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and enjoying. the ordinances ; in converfe with God; in’ 
Chriftian fociety ; in holinefs of heart and life; and in a 
_ participation of all the privileges of the gofpel of Chrift: 
as alfo in the enlightening, alluring, comforting, fanctifying, 
fealing influences of the Holy Spirit of promife,. Endeavour 
to — them that “ the ways of wifdom are ways of plea- 
‘< fantnefs, and that all her paths are peace.” |. 

8. When they give proof that they have received Chrift 
as a Saviour, fet him before them as a Prince and Sovereign : 
that “ all power in heaven and in earth” is in his hands ; 
that it is incumbent on them to attend to all things which 
he has commanded: that “ oneis their Matter, even Chritt:” _ 
and that asa Prince he will reward his faithful fervants. 
Likewife fhew them that Chrift is their pattern, and has 
‘ left them an example to follow his fteps :” and that it is 
their duty and privilege to hear his voice, and to follow him. 
-g. Shew them the nature of Chriftian fellowthip, as 
- pointed out in the New Jettament; and the great import- 
ance of being united in fellowfhip, as there direéted. Point 
out to them the nature of a Chriftian Church, jin its mate- 
rials, form, government, difcipline, &c. How different to 
all human eftablifhments. How neceffary it is to come out 
from the men of the world, as well as from it's pra¢tices, 
and to make the New Teffament their fole rule with refpe& 
to faith and practice. The vanity and the wickednefs of 
will-worfhip ; of receiving for doctrines the commandments 
of men; of worldiy conformity in religious things. What 
evils have been brought into the church and the| world by 
fuch condu@, and what threatenings are denounced againtt 
- perfons guilty of fuch a pratice. That they may abftain 
_ from all appearance of evil, and perfect holinefe in the fear 
| of: | 
go. Shew them the nature and the mipartanée! of every 
-perfonal, relative, and focial duty. The bleffednefs of thofe 
who ‘* hear the word of God and keep it.” The « ex- 
“* ceeding great and precious promifes,” which are made to 
humble, faithful, patient, perfevering followers of the 
Lamb, that they may cleave to him with purpofe of 
heart ; that they may fee it, and feel it, to be their true 
intereft, their prefent profit, their real happinefs, to ** walk 
in all the ways and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs.” 
Exhibit the love of Chritt to them, in the appointment of 
_ thofe things to which proud nature is moft reluctant ; which 

for felf-denial, and taking up a crofs ; and how unwor, 
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‘ thily we act as Chriftians, when we hefitate and boggle at. 
any, the moft unfafhionable of his appointments’ or infti- 
‘ ‘This, Sir, may be thought a tedious and round-about 
way of making Diffenters: perhaps it may be fo. But, is 
it the right way’ You will eafily perceive that the main > 
defign in this is, to make them Chriftians. If they be | 
Chriftians in fincerity, I conceive they will be Diffenters in 
reality. And if they be not Chriftians in fincerity, to be 
Diffenters is a matter of very {mall moment in the opinion 


Your very humble fervant, 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


the following remarks are: in any degree worthy of a 
place in your ufeful Mifcellany, their infertion will oblige 


Youy’s, affectionately, 


{ q | 


ON FAITH. 


| 
| “4 
| 


_ IF the importance of any doétrine be, in any meafure, 
to be eftimated by the frequency of the mention of it in 
 feripture, I think Faith demands the clofeft attention of all 
And when I read Mark xvi. 16. ‘* He that delieweth and 
_ is baptized fhall be faved, and he that delieveth not thall 
- $* be damned ;” 1 think it ought to awaken every perfon 
moft ferioufly to afk, what are the pre-requifites, nature, and 
evidences of this faith? 
The pre: requifites. Such a conviction of fin as fhall 
‘produce a godly forrow for it, and hatred of it. And fuch 
information of mind refpecting the Lord Jefus Chrift as the 
complete and only Redeemer, as fhall fatisfy the foul that 
‘there is falvation in him, and him alone. | ! 
I]. Lhe nature of faith.. Itis a refting on Chrift as 
my Redeemer. The taking off the mind from every falfe 
and vain ground, and placing it on Chrift, as the anointed 
_ of God to fave loft and finful man. An entire acquiefcence 
. iMthis, as the way and work of God to deliver — 
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us for heaven. — 
The evidences of this faith. ah, Peace. Being 
*¢ juftified by faith, we fhall have peace with God.” Rom. 
v.t. 2d, Foy. ** Now the God of hope fill you: with all 
joy and peace in believing.” Rom. xv.13. 3d, Purity. 


$© God put no difference between us and them, purifying 


their by faith.” Adts xv. 
Now, dear reader, have you thefe evidences of that faith 


| by which we enjoy falvation, and without which the wrath 


gf God abideth on us? John i iii. 36. : 


A LETTER, 


| Addreffed to the three Denominations of Diffenters in the 
Md County of Letcefter, recommending a more clofe Union than 


has hitherto fubfifted among them. Written at the Re- 


queft of the Minifters and others, at » 


April 27th, 1796. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


WHATEVER may be our views refpecting 


fome of the doctrines and ceremonies of religion, we are 
unanimous in adopting this grand maxim, ‘‘ He that feareth 
_ 6* God, and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted with him.” 
- Qn this ground we are compelled to love and éfteem ev 

man, or body of men, who manifeft themfelves fuch cha- 
raters. “The very defign of Chriftianity is to effe& this in 


higher degree, and on a more extenfive fcale than could — 


have been accomplifhed without it. We believe, and re- 
joice, that this is the chief aim of every Chriftian, and that 


for this end every Chriftian minifter icon both in public 


and in private. Why, then, do Chriftians ftand siook from 


each other ? Why fhould they not heartily unite in the ~ 


firmeit bonds to promote their commoncaufe? ‘“ Have we 
‘* not all one Father?” Do we not all acknowledge “ one 
‘* Lord Jefus Chrift ’’—“ Have we not all received the 

*« fame {pirit?’? Do we not all hope to enjoy the fame 


incorruptible inheritance, and to ¢ompofe one lovely and 


glorious family in heaven ?—yYes, brethren, thefe are the 
common privileges and hopes of Chriftians, and under thefe 
jmpreffions, therefore, we venture to addrefs you. 


boii the curfe of the law, to preferve us from hell, and fit 
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Many of you know, that fome of the minifters of the 
feveral of Diffenters in this county, have 
.Jately attempted to eftablith half-yearly meetings for public 
and friendly converfation. Thefe have been held 
two or three times in the Prefbyterian meeting-houfes at 
Kibworth and Narborough, and in that of the General | 
Baptifts in Leiceter. The next mecting is propofed to be 

held at Wigfion, on Wedn:fday the sth-of Odctober,* at 
which time it is earneftly defired that all the -minifters, 
_ other proper reprefentatives from the feveral congregations in — 
the county, will attend, that fuch a plan may ‘be fuggefted 


_ and adopted as will meet with general eee and thus 


be rendered extenfively ufcful. 
Te will, no doubt, be enquired by fome of our brethren, 
who have not yet been prefent at. the meetings already held, 
what are the principal ends propofed by thofe with whom the 
defign originated! What are the means which they recom=_ 
mend to accomplith thefe ends? And what arguinents can 
be urged in favour of the genera! defign ? | 
J. As to the ends propofed by thefe mectings, there are 
feveral. 
removal of Prejudice and Prejudice is 
always the companion of Ignorance; and thefe never fail 
to lend each other mutual affiftance. Bigotry is nearly allied 
to Tyranny, and thefe encourage Perfecution. There are 
no'errors which prejudice will not maintain, no truths it will 
not deny.’ There are no perfons whom bigotry will: not 
perfecute, if fufficiently countenanced by power! The leatt 
‘degree of prejudice and bigotry is injurious to the Chrittian : 
and the hittory of all ages confirms this. We fee no way of 
Femoving thefe by keeping at a diftance ; but » WE 

conceive, twillhave thistendency, = 
2. The promotion of Friendjhip is another end we In. 
view. Chriflian friendthip is a moft excellent quality, 
wherefoever it exifts. Were all the world a fociety of 
Friends, O: what fcenes of tranfport would be 
our vicw! Meditate on this, and you will give us both | 
a hands and your hearts, to promote fo eo a de- 

: . The advancement of Religious Truth i is an end much to 
be ‘defired by every —e, and to which eenithip will 
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* The half-yearly meetings are agreed to be held on the 
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when direfted to that objeét. This is the profeffed 
aim of every Chriftian, to ‘* know the truth as it is in Jefus.” 


Truth is always preferable to error, and the nearer we can’ 


approach it, though it be at the expence of our reputation 


in what fome call orthodoxy, it will amply repay us, either 


here or hereafter. From the imperfeétion of our knowle 


and the different modes of our education and reafoning, | 
there is no doubt but that a portion of error is mingled 


with the truth in us all: and were we to be more united, 
we fhould be lefs tenacious of human fyftems, and foonet 


receive, and better i improve, the doctrines of the holy fcrip- 
tures. 


As Diffenters from the National Church, we have 
peculiar reafons for unanimity. We all diffent on the very 


fame ground. We do it for confcience fake, and are mutual 


fufferers in the caufe. Why, then, do we not aim at this 
important end, the encreafe, happinefs, and honour of the 
Diffenting Intereft 2 Unity wonderfully promotes even a 
bad intereft: What may it not effet, when combining all 


it’s efforts to the def of purpofes—the extenfion of the king- 
dom of Chrift? 


5: It j is deeply to be regretted that genuine Evangelical 


Piety has fo much declined among profeffors of religion in 
this country. Should we not afk, What is the caufe? Can 


it not be removed? How is itto be done? Such enquiries 


lead us to account for the caufe, to with for it’s removal, 
and to propofe thefe meetings for this very end. We doubt 


not they may and will be highly ferviceable to us as minif- © 
ters, and that foon the happy effects will be experienced. in 


our feveral churches and congregations. 


6.: Thefe ends, however, are not all, important as pee | 


really are. There is another, which, we think, deferves 
_ your very ferious attention. It’s importance does not merely 
extend to ourfelves: it affects pofterity, and demands of us 
as minifters, and of you all as parents and guatdians of the 
_rifing generation, that we feel ourfelves interefted in the 
awfully important confideration. It is—Yo maintain our 
_ ground as Chriftians againft the attack of infidels. Not be- 
— caufe we with to defend a fyftem, right or wrong; but be- 


caufe we know and are fure that ‘* we have not followed 
“cunningly devifed fables,” in our endeavours to vindicate 


the do¢trines of the gofpel, and to inculcate the precepts of 


our Divine Matter. Let, us then unitedly and earneftly 


contend for the faith delivered to the faints, and let not 
unbe- 
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preferve the neceflary memoranda of each meeting. 


unbelievers any longer exult jn our rept divifions. Let 
us give full proof, that we are not only zealous for what we 
believe are the doétrines of revelation, but that we poflefs 
the love, humility, candour, and benevolence, fo ftrongly 
enjoined in the laws, and fo illuftrioufly difplayed in the cha- 
racter, of Jefus. 
We thall not intrude further on your patience by noting | 
any other ends we have in view. ‘The above are the prin-| 
cipal, and as fuch we fubmit them to your candid delibera- _ 
If. What are the means which we recommend to accom=_ 
plifh thefe ends? Inanfwer to this we propofe, ae 
rt. Ihe continuance of the prefent half-yearly meetings 5 | 
but on a more extenfive plan than has yet been adopted. 
We with to enjoy the company, not only of a few fele& 


individuals who may attend out of pure friendfhip, without | 


any further defign; but it is our earneft defire, that every 
minifter, of every diflenting congregation in the county, 


with any other of his fociety, make a point of regularly — 


attending, each meeting, and take fuch a fhare in the bufined/s 
of the day, as circumftances require: and in order that none 
may forget, or miftake the time and place, let circular letters 
be fent to each minifter previous to the meeting, inviting 
him to give notice of it in his congregation, on the Lord’s- 

2. Let the meetings be held alternately in the feverak 
Soret that all may have an equal fhare a be- 
nent. | | 

3. Let one minifter, at leaft, of a different denomination 
to the fociety where the meeting is held, preach at the time, 
and let as many others be employed in the different parts of 
the fervice as the opportunity will admit. | " : 
_ 4. Let the congregation where the meeting is held choofe 


_ their preachers for the day, fubje&t, however, to the limitation 


§- Let the minifters employ as much time as pofiible, 
after public worfhip, in fuch converfation'as will tend to 
general good, and let every one be at liberty to propofe a 

©. Let a chairman and moderator be chofen to prefide at _ 
the time, for the fake of preferving order, receiving and 


ENS 5 papers, and making propofals to the meeting. 


et afecretary be chofen for the day, to make and 
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_ protraét the other bufinefs of the meeting, let this fubject be 
-refumed at the next meeting, or the perfons concerned» in it 
_advifed to write their thoughts againft the time. 


. Let the utmoit latitude, confiftent with decency, be . 


allowed i in difcuffing any fubject. 

10. To dine at an inn, and the ftriéteft ceconomy to be 
obferved in the expences of every meeting, that none of our 
friends may be injured by their attendance. 

11. At each meeting let propofals be made for the mutual 
affiftance of minifters and congregations, in preaching where 
fuch fervices are wanted, eftablifhing general lectures, or by 


any other practicable and laudable methods for promoting the 


caufe of religion. 
 Thefe, brethren, are title of the means which we propofe 
to ourfelves in the execution of the plan; but as time and 
- experience may fuggeft that to us which at prefent has not 
occurred, we fubmit it to further confideration, and the affift- 
ance of our brethren, what may be more expedient. 
TIT. We fhall clofe this addrefs by urging a few arguments 
in favour of what we have already advanced. 


1. It may be thought by fome, that we attempt that which 
it is impofiible to accomplith, owing to the different views © 


which even Chriftians have of what is propofed to them, and 
the advantages and difadvantages, imaginary or real, con- 
~neéted with fuch a defign. We are aware of difficulties on 
thefe accounts; but adverting to the ends propofed, we are 


encouraged to prof: cute thefe “objests under every difadvan- 


tage which may fall in our way. And we exhort our fellow 
Chriftians to keep them in view, that a good defign may not 
fail in the execution for want of proper fupport. — 

2. Confider, brethren, what fad effects have been produced 
bya party fpirit reigning among the profeflors of religion. 
Alas! how has it nourifhed pride, hatred, and perfecution, i in 
thofe who have borne the name of the humble. affectionate, 
and univerfally beneficent Saviour! Can thefe effects ceafe, 
fo long as the caufe remains? Will Chriftians love as bre- 
thren, while they regard each other as infectious enemies ? 
No: we. therefore ardently wifh for fuch an union as may 
tend to defi ‘roy our animofities, and bind us more clofely to 
our God, our Saviour, and each other. — 

3. Further, let us view the grand defion of the gofpel, 
Is it hot to reftore man to his Maker’s faviour, and to aflure 
him of the pardon of his fins through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
cauling hima to love and ferve God, , corgiially to citeem, not 

| onl y 


8. In cafe a fubject of debate fhould arife, which would 
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| only a few of his fellow Chriftians, but thofe of every name, 


and men of every nation under heaven? Was not the gof- 
‘pel the mean of reconciling both Jews and Greeks, who, 


_ notwithftanding their education and habits had been fo widel y 


different, and their prejudices remained in a confiderable 


_ degree even after their converfion to Chriftianity, that they 
could five not only in habits of good neighbourhood or com- 


mon civility with each other, but could agree to be formed 
into one body, having this motto, “ Ye are all one in Chrift 
“ Jefus??? Let this be our motto, for however we may be 


divided in our opinions, it is pretty clear that we do not | 
_ differ more than the primitive Chriftians did, who were con- — 


verted from among the Jews and heathens. 


4. If, after all, we fhall never by all our attempts be || 
_ brought into one fentiment, which can hardly be expected in | 


this ftate of imperfection, we fhall attain a higher and more 


important good—a greater knowledge of ourfelves—candour _ 
- to others—and an ability, as well as difpofition, for more | 
_ extenfive ufefulnefs. Happy they, who, cultivating fuch a © 
temper, fhine as lights in the world, in the midft of a crooked _ 
g. If ever that period arrive, which fome of us are inclined | 


to expeét, even in this world, “ when we fhall fee eye to eye;” 


we hefitate not in faying, it will probably be introduced ina 


- gradual manner, and by fome fuch proceedings among men 


of every perfuafion. How great the happinefs, and how — 
exalted the honour, of being inftrumental in forwarding fo | 


-6. Some may almoft fear attempting fuch an union, left 


they fhould thereby endanger their own faith, and undermine — 


their firmeft hope: but, brethren, fuppofing foine of us to_ 


- be ever fo erroneous, ftill we are men, and claim a fhare of . 


your regard. Your having the truth with you fhould infpire — 
_ your courage, and our errors fhould excite your pity. Are — 
thefe errors even damnable? “ Let him know, that he 
“ which converteth a finner from the error of his wav fhall 
© fave a foul from death, and fhall hide a multitude of fins.’ 


But it may happen that yourfelves have been in an error: 
you. may then derive the benefht of being brought to the 
truth: or, after all, it may be proved that the error was with 
both, and that neither of us underftood each other, 
We fhall conclude this plain addrefs with praying that 


ou may feel it’s importance, and act under a correfponding 


impreflion. Scarcely ever was Chriftian unity more necef- 


fary, or more calculated to do real good, than at prefent: — 


| 


| 

| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 

| 
| | 
Cay 
| 
| | 
: 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


and perhaps a more favourable opportunity will not again 
occur. May we enjoy the pleafing fight of a large affembly 
of our brethren of every denomination at our next, and many 
other fucceeding meetings! And what is more defirable, 
may we all aflociate together among the general aflembly and 
church of the firft-born in heaven! Amen. | 


ANECDOTES. 


ANECDOTES OF FOX THE MARTYROLOGIST. 


Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Mavazine. 


The following anecdote refle&ts as much honour on the 
character of Fox, as it does infamy on Queen Elizabeth. 


In the year 1565 a fevere perfecution was raifed againft 
the Anabaptifts (as the cant of that day was): and in par- 
ticular, ten perfons of that fect being condemned, eight of 
them were ordered to be banifhed, and two to be burned. 


Their names were John Wielmacker and Hendrick Ter 


Woort, both Dutchmen. Mr. Fox hereupon wrote a Latin 
letter to the Queen, in which he very pathetically exhorted 
her not to put thofe unfortunate perfons to death: aliedging, 
that to punifh with the flames the bodies of thofe who erred 


rather from blindnefs than obftinacy of will, was cruel, and 


more fuitable ta the example of the Romifh church than the 


mildnefs of the gofpel; and, in fhort, fuch a dreadful cuftom — 


as could never have been introduced into the meek and 
gentle church of Chrift, except by the popes, and particu- 
: larly by Innocent III. who firft took that method of reftrain- 


ing herefy. But thefe remorftrances of Mr. Fox were 


without effe&; for though the Queen~is faid conftantly to 


have called him her father, yet fhe gave him a flat denial as. 


to the faving the lives of thefe men, unlefs they recanted 
‘their errors: and they both refufing to do this, were burnt 


iy Smithfield on the 22d of July, 1575, to the great and — 


lafting difgrace of the reign of Elizabeth. 
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Dr. Fuller relates a circumftance concerning Mr. Fox, 

which fhews. he poflefied a noble and independent fpirit, that 

would not crouch to power, nor fhrink from perfecution in. 


the caufe of truth. Archbifhop Parker, of perfecuting me- 


mory, fummoned Mr. Fox fubicribe, that the 
reputation of his piety might give the greater countenance 


toconformity. But when he was called upon to make his 
fubfeription, he took his Greek Teftament out of his pocket, 


and faid, To this will I fubfcribe.” And they 


required ‘him to fubfcribe the Canons, he refufed, faying, 
« | have nothing in the church but a Prebend in Salitbury, 
and much good may it do you if you take it from me.” 
However, he continued in it till his death. He had. _many 


powerful friends, who would have raifed him to confiderable 
'preferments, yet he declined them, becaufe he did not choofe 
to fubfcribe ‘to the articles required by the ecclefiaftical 
commiffioners, and difapproved of fome of the cercmonics of 
the church. - 


| 


‘The following extraordinary circumftance fhews the care 


the Divine Being takes of his fervants, and the means he 


can ufe unexpeciedly to fupply them in their greateft ftraits 
and. difficulties ; which fhould encourage us to confide and 
hope in God, and not defpair when in the utmoft extremit ‘c 

Being, | in: the former part of his life, deferted by his friends, 
he was retiuced to the moft extreme diftrefs. As he fat 
one day in St. Paul’s church, fpent with long failing, his 
countenance thin, and eyes hollow, after the ghaftful manner 


of dying men, every one fhunning a fpectacle of fo 


horror, there came unto him one whom he did not remem- 
ber to have feen before, who, fitting by him, and faluting 
him with much familiarity,. thruft an untold fum of money 
into his hand, bidding him be of good cheer; adding, that 
he knew not how oreat the mistortunes were which opprefled 
him, but might fuipect it was no light calamity; that he 
fhould therefore acc ept in good part that finail gift from his 
countryman, which common courtefy had induced him to 
offer; that he fhould go and make much of himfelf, and | 
tak: all occafions to prolong his life: .and in the mean time 
informed him, that within a few days new fupplies would 
arrive, and a more certain condition of livelihood. Mr. Fox 
could never difeover who he was, though he earneitly en- 
deavoured to find him out. In the fpace “of three days freth | 
fupplies came from the Duchedis of Richmond, who 
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children. 
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To thefe anecdotes it may not be i improper to. Parner the 
words of Bifhop Latimer, in a fermon preached before King 
Edward VI. « ‘The Anabaptiits, that were burnt here in 
“‘ divers towns in England, as I heard of credible men (L 
“ faw them not myfelf), went to their death, even intrepid, 


_ © as ye will fay, without any fear in the world, cheerfully.” 


Crofby, v vpl. 1. p. 62, 
EK. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


TO QUERY ON GEN. 1. 


Te the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine 


A.MonG the numerous opinions which have been fuc- 


ceflively adopted, concerning Light, two only have main- 
tained their ftanding for any confiderable length of time. 
‘The one is, that it is a fubtle fluid, diffufed throughout the 


univerfe, and requiring the action of an ignited body (the 
fun, for inftance, in producing folar light) to put it in motion 5 


and that the fenfation we receive from it is occafioned by a 
vibratory motion, analogous to found, which is known to 


depend entirely on the pulfations of the air upon the auditory 
nerves. This is called the Cartefian hypothefis, becaufe firft - 


maintained by Des Cartes, a celebrated French philofopher, 
as it has fince been by others of high repute. ‘The other 
Opinion is, that light confifts of a number of extremely 
minute particles, which are emanated from the luminous 


body, and act by their projectile force upon our optic nerves. 


‘This is called the Newtonian doétrine, is attended with 


the feweft difficulties, and is almoft univerfally — by 


the moderns. 
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It hal aa thought by many, that the former. only Core 
refponds with the Mofaic account of the creation, fics the 
circumftance of the making of the luminous bodies bein 

is moft probably the true one, equally agrees with Mofes’s 


‘ufing the term made in ver. 16, that thofe luminaries were 


then firft created, as it is moft probable they were not. In 


the {cripture language, God is {aid to make a thing when he | 
appoints it for any particular ufe. “The fun and moon might 


well be faid to be made for the earth, when they were hrft 
made to fhine upon it.* The light mentioned ver. 3, was 


an unperfect, partial light, occafioned by the yet invifible 


fun on the rarified air, the ‘denfe air being fufficiently atte- 
nuated to render vifible the terraqueous globe ; but it was 


fuch a light as we often fee in a foggy day, when there 


is light fufficient to enable us to diftinguifh objeGs diftinaly, 
though the luminary itfelf is invifible. This light would 
gradually increafe in proportion as the air was expanded and 


rarified, until, on the fourth day, it received it’s utmoft de- - 


gree of brightnefs from the unclouded appearance of the fun. 
See Geddes in loc. 
‘The following isDr.Geddes’s of ver. 16 and 


- For God having made the two great luminaries (the great- 
«* er luminary for the regulation of the day, and the fmaller_ 
- 4 Juminary for the regulation of the night), and the ftars: 
¢¢ he difplayed them in the expante of the heavens, to illu- 


minate the earth.”” 


- 


ANSWER TO QUERIES ON JER. 2 
AND THE WORD SELAH. 


THE Septuagint verGon ahd oubis ant on Jer. Xxxi. 23. 


_réad, ‘* The Lord who made the Others fuppote 


the pronoun it to refer to city, meaning that ot Jerufalem. 
See ch. xxxii. 36, 44. 450,and9. _ 

“The Hebrew word Ragang, rendered by our tranflators le 
fignifies to quiet flop mation. Lowth renders it 


-* The word rendered made i in ver, 16, not only ignifics te 


make, to create ; but to cause, produce, ffeil, conftitute, appoint, 


Hed, Concord, | 


fo, 


mentioned, ver. 16, after light, ver. 3; but the latter, which | 


It is not necefiary to infer, from the hiftorian’s 
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xatramrave, to make to ceafe, and feveral times by avamauw, 


to give reff. Some lexicons and tranflators render the word 
to cut, divide, transfix, break to pieces; ut for thefe fenfes: 
_ there is no fufficient authority. Parkburft on the word. — 


The word Se/ah, fignifies, in general, to raife, elevate, 
exalt; perhaps as the voice in mufic. Hence it is ufed fre- 
quently in the Pfalms, and thrice in the prophet Habakkuk, | 
always at the end of a fentence, but never in conftruction. - 
It was probably a note of mujfic, or a dire&tion to the fingers 
in the temple fervice, to razfe their voices or inftruments 
where it is inferted. Thus the LX X conftantly render it by _ 


Asaipadrwa, which fignifies a variation in finging and melody. 


May 1798. PHILOMATH. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


BXTRACT FROM A LETTER TO MR. joun ASH= 
| WELL, NOTTINGHAM. 


DEAR BROTHER, Dee. 1797. 


Havine been informed by Mr. Wm. Athwell, that he 
had mentioned to you by letter the circumftance of our at- 
tempt to build a meeting- houfe, and that you had intimated 
to him your willingnefs to render us what afliftance you 
could in the undertaking, I wrote a few lines relative thereto 
fix or feven weeks ago; but not being able to inform you, 
at that time, of our exact fituation and circumftances, have — 
now taken the liberty to fhew more fully our ftate. Soon 
after our arrival at Baltimore, we ufed a large warehoufe on 

Feli’s Point to preach in, which was lent to us by the Church 

of England people, till I was taken fick. My ficknefs con- 


_ tinued near fix months ; in which time we experienced the lofs 


of two friends by death, fil'er Bruen from Leak, and fifter 
Gould from Re:ford church, who, I truft, died in the faith. 


Since then we have had preaching from houfe to houfe; but 


the 
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this month. The fize is | | 
owing to the fituation, at the corner of two ftrects. It is 
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to us all! 


‘State. 


the heat of the climate, and i number of people who came 


together, made it extremely inconvenient, efpecially to the 


women. It was therefore (with deliberation we truft) 
thought beft to build a meetin ng-houfe, which i is NOW Covered | 


jn, but not quite finifhed. ie hope it will be finifhed 


rger than was firft intended, 


forty feet by twenty-feven. The walls are high enough to_ 
admit galleries, if ever wanted. The expence of the 


houfe, with benches, &c. will amount to near eleven 
dred dollars, the ground to five hundred and fifty: about — 


25ol. fterling in the whole. Near feven hundred dollars 
of this we have collefted. Whatever, therefore, any of 
the brethren think well to fend us, we fhall —s 
receive. 
Lam forry to add, we ‘halve iiepiithcde the lofs of our 
dearly beloved friends seo and fifter Hulfe, and one of | 
their babes, in the dreadful fever which raged at Fell’s Point. ) 
Brother Hulfé was very aétive in the building of the meet- 
ing-houfe : the lofs of him is feverely felt by us but I truft 
our lofs is his gain. He died rejoicing in the Lord Jefus 
‘Chrift, thirteen days after fifter Hulfe—an 


We have great reafon to fay, “ Brethren, pray for us, that 
“- the word of the Lord ma r have free courfe, and be glo-_ 
“ rified, even as it is with you.” We have heard of the - 
Siicreiafe of the church at Nottingham with great delight, — 
and pray earneftly that you all may “ftand faft in “the “ liberty 


- & wherewith Chrift hath made you free.” There are fix of 


us, who, I truit, love one another fervently. w here i is alfo | 
one ftands a candidate, at whofe houfe we preach, about | 
eleven miles from Baltimore, once a fortnight, and fometimes 
every week, and are well attended; and we hope we fhall 
be able to keep the meeting up, having very lately met with | 
a young General Baptiit “preacher, a native of Vermont 


your unworthy brot! er in the bonds of the gofpel, 
JOHN HEALEY. 
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LETTER TO MRi TITFORD, LONDON. . 


Dear 
I TAKE tke liberty of sddteffing you on a fubject, per- 


aps not very pleafing: the importance of it only can apo- 
logizé. The intere{t of the General’ Baptift caufe is a mat-— 
ter we, more than ever, have at heart, the univerfal and 
almoft entire decay of religion of all forts, in this neighbour- 
hood and Baltimore ( with which place we are moit con- 
nected); and as to the General Baptift principles, they are 
entirely | new, all which makes us very anxious to do all we 
can to encourage the caufe. We have erected a meeting~ 
houfe in the Country for our particular ufe, to defray the 


expence of which we afk no afiitance. ‘There are a few » 


Englith families, who feem quite fixed in the city of Balti+ 
more, who feem very defirous and very induftrious to eftab-. 
lifh the fame caufe, with whom we feem forming a confider- 
able union. ‘They have exerted themfelves beyond their 


ability in building a meeting-houfe in the city, the expence 


of which amounts to one thoufand dollars, which we opened — 


the lait day of the year 1797. [hey have two minifters 
amongft them, the principal of whom came from Leicetter, 
and was a minifter in Mr. Deacon’s conne&tion. The de- 
ficiency ftill remaining, to defray the expences of the build- 


ing, is near five husddred dollars. 


If this, my good friend, is an object worthy of your 


trouble to take into confideration, and lay before the general 
afiembly, and crave their friendly affittance, the 4fmalleit 
contribution will be thankfully received, and which by your 
agency we hope will be remitted. I intend to apply to 


-feveral churches in Kent, with whom I am acquainted: if 


they fhould think proper to collect any money for the pur= 
= I fhall defire them to depofit it with you. | 


It is our defire to be worthy of an intimate correfpond- | 


ence, and (as far as circumftances will admit) conneétion, 
with the aflembly 1 in London, and all our friends of the fame 
denomination in England, to whom we fay, and requelt, in 
the language of the apoitie, “ Brethren, pray for us.” 


I am, dear Sir, in beat of our fociety, 


Deer C reck, 
March 4th, 1798 
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at the Tabernacle of the late Mr. Whitefield, by the Rev 


MISSIONARY ETY. 


on Wednefday, May g, and the two following dai Sy 
was held the annual meeting of the Miffionary Society, 


when four fermons were preached by the following minifters, | 


The firft, on Wednefday morning, from Ifa. ii. 2, 3. 
Surry Chapel, by the Rev. Jofeph Cockin, of Halifax. 
The ‘stood, on the evening of the ‘fame day, from Heb, ii. 2 


Jchoiada Brewer of Birmingham.—The third, on Thurfda 
evening, May roth, from Col. i. 19, 20. at Tottenham. 


court Chapel, by the Rev. Robert Balfour, M. A. of Glaf-_ 
gow.—And the fourth, on Friday morning, May 11th, 
Adis ix. 15, 16. by the Rev. George Weft, M. A, Reétor 


of Stoke, at Chrift ‘Choreh, Spitalfields. The morning fer- 


vices began at halt paft ten o'clock ; and thofe of the :. 
evening at fix. 


The congregations were very much crowded, as on iia 
mer fimilar occafions. A great number of minifters, of 
various denominations, were affembled. Several parts of 
the worfhip were animated and edifying; and many folid, 


_folemn, and pertinent truths were delivered in the difcourfes. 
But when the fermons are printed, we hope to entertain our 
-yeaders with a more particular account of their contents. 


During the time of the laft fervice, information was re- 


ceived of the fafe arrival of the fhip Duff, at China. This 


was announced to the congregation, by the Rev. Dr. Haweis Foe 


and was ars additional of joy and 


OBITUARY. 
ON May 14th, at four o’clock in the 


morning , Mr. Phi- 


lip departed this life, after a few “illnefs, in 


the fixty-fourth year of his age. He had been, for many 


years,'a valuable and honourable member of the General - 
Baptitt Church, in Church-lane, Whitechapel, London. 


The atonement of Jefus was the ground of his hope, and 
the matter of his joy, both in life and death: and his whole 
deportment fhewed that his faith was gener fuch as 


** worketh by love,” and ‘ purifieth the heart.” Jt might, © 


with truth, be faid of him, that, in imitation of our bleffed 
Saviour and pattern, he was, to an uncommon degree, 


holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from finners and 


that, in his general temper and behaviour, he appeared te 
be an Ifraclite in whom i is no guile.” 
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SACRED POETRY. 


| 


On TROUBLES~ 
The Lofs of Kindred, &c, 


‘oe darkeft clouds oft interfere, 
And dreadful ftorms arife, 


Which quite eclipfe .our comforts here, | 


And blacken all the fkies ; i 


‘Yet thefe, O Lord, difplay thy grace, 


Thefe acts thy goodnefs fhew : 
They make us run the heav’nly race 
When we fthould move more flow. 


If thro’ the year we pleafant days © 
And flow’ry paths fhould have, 


We then on earth fhould feek our eafe, 


And fhudder at the grave. 


But all thy difpenfations prove | 
This world is not our home ; 

Since our ‘dear kindred, whom we love, 
Are fummon’d to the tomb. 


We, a\fo, foon fhall hence depart, 


To earth muft clofe our eyes: 
May this then gladden ev’ry heart, 
Come, welcome to the fkies.”” 


J.D. 
—_ 
SOCIAL LOVE. 
‘NO fabled Mufe’s aid I 
I fcorn the airy train 5 


For Social Love, that warms my heart, 
Will animate my ftrain. 


Hail, Social Love ! infpir’d by thee, 
Man firft was taught to own 

T hofe pleafing ties, that namelefs blifs, 
The — finds at home. 


‘Great Bond of Nature! whence proceed 


Our tendereft cares and Joys— 


Wife, Parent, Brother,Child, and Friend, 


Ali trom thy influence rife. 


The favage in his lonely woods, 
By fcience-unrefin’d, 

To thy foft pow’r refigns his foul, 
_And yields his manly mind, 


His fable mate, and footy child, | 
Infire him with delight ; | | 
For them he toils the fultry day, ) 
Is bleft with them at night. | 


Nature, thro’ all her numerous tribes, 
Pants for fociety : 

Bird, beaft, and fifh, in flocks & warms, 
Glad homage pay to thee. i 

My bofom feels thy facred pow’r 
Round ev’ry nerve entwine, 

And pants to reach that happy hour, 
That makes me wholly thine. 


, PHILANDER. 


FRAGMENTS. | 


To the of the 
SIR, 


IF you approve. of the following frag= 
ments, you may place them in your 
poetic department, or in a niche in 
any corner of your Magazine, you 
can conveniently fpare. It is proba- 


| ble that the bulk of your readers 


have not feenthem. Should this be 
the cafe, with fuch they will have all 
the effeét of original compofition ; 

and the reader of tafte will, I flatter. 
myfelf, perceive in them 
ordinary merit. - 


The following are extracted from 


a poem entitled SYMPATHY, by 
Mr. Pratt. They defcribe a fcene we 
may readily fuppofe too often realized 5 
and are calculated to excite thofe fyme 
pathetic feelings which do honour to 
our nature, and inftigate to every be- 


nevolent and noble a. | 
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SACRED 


The poor mariner, his traffic o "er, 


Crowds ev’ry fail to reach his native 


fhore : 
With {miles he marks the pennons ftream 
to port, | [ fort. 


And climbs the topmoft matt to eye-the 
, Dim thro’ the mift the diftant land ap- 


[ tears. 

And far he flopes. to hail it with his 

From foreign regions, foreign faces,come, 

Anxious he feeks his much - lov’d friends 
at-home, 


‘Warm, and more warm, the focial paffion | 


glows, 


As near and nearer to the place he goes. 


Quick beats his heart, as prefling on he 
| flees 

His own fair cottage canopied with trees: 

For there, in bleffed health, he hopes to 

His wife and cradled infant left behind. 

Panting he plucks the latch that guards 

the door, [more! 
But finds his wife, his cradled babe, no 


Like fome fad he wanders o’er ‘the | 


green, 
Droops ‘on the bloffom’d wafte, and 
loathes the {cene, 


In the infcription on a ‘ftatue of Time, 


by Pofeidippus, the perfonified divinity 
is reprefented as anfwering the quel: 
‘tions of a paffenger. 


The Maker FromSicyon.’ 
¢ What his. name ?’ 
Lyfippus.’—* Who art thou All. | 
conquering Time.’ 
¢ Why on thy tip-toe rais’d J al 
ways run.” 
¢ Thy feet are winged? 1 on My fpeed i is 
the wind.” 
© Why in thy hand a razor I 
¢ Wounds fharper than a fword.’— "ans A 
bufhy lock | 
© Upon thy forehead waves That | 
| thofe who meet 
May feize me.’—* But behind, chy 
hheadis bald!? 
vain would he who lets me pats, 


recal 
Or ftay me. Stranger! in the 
view, 
6 For thy behoof, thus fbi’, was 


POETRY, 


During the tylanny of Rohefpire, tii 
poet Rome, author of a beautif # 
poem in twelve books, was feized and 
imprifoned. A few days before his 

trial and his death, a painter came into” 
the prifon to draw his pitture. He 
fent it to his wife and children, ac- 
companied by four lines, of which the 
following is a tranflation. 


Wonder not, objects of my fondeftt care, 
If thefe pale looks the lines of fadnefs 

Wear 3 [ drew, 
for while the painter’ S_art.my features 


The lines. contain a potti¢ 
image exquifitely beautiful. ‘They, 
are taken froma poem by Huroptis, 
on the death of his wife, entitled — 
Tears al A ffeétion.” | 


Some cee of God my door has 

[flowr,; | 
From earth returning, faw the beauteous 
Tranfported gather’d it, and j in n his hand 
Bore it to heaven rejoicing. 


Mareb 16, 1798. | Fe 
Salvation by\ Chrift, 


| FOR all the fons of Adam’s race 


Was Chrift th’ anointed Saviour giv’ny 
To thew Jehovah’s richeft grace 
_ In bringing ruin’d men to heav’n. | 


To all that hear the gofpel found 
Do we eternal life proclaim 

For there is mercy to be found . 
In our adored Jefu’s name. 


In all that take the offer’d-grace, 
And feek falvation thro’ his blood, 

He'll make complete his righteoufnefs, 

| And bring their fouls fafehometoGod, 


By all that tafte his boundlefs love, 

And drink the {weets that from him 

flow, | [ move, 

His name is fpread. With joy they _ 

That precious fouls the fame may ~ 
know. 2 


With Jeflus all his faints fhall 
glorious name fhall they adore ; 
With him they endlefs joy fhall fee, 


And praife h his name for evermore. 
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BIOGRAPHY. 
MEMOIRS OF HENRY ASHHURST, ESQ, 
Baxter's Works, vol, iv. p. 899.——Biographic | Calle. 
Vil. So large was his defire of doing good, that not onl ; 


England, Scotland, and Ireland knew it, but mt efpecially 


. extended to the natives in America, of whofe converfion to 
_ Chriftianity he had a fervent defire. In Oliver Cromwell’s 


_ time a public colleétion was made all over England for 
_ educating of fcholars, and defraying other charges in New 
- England for that work, of which good old Mr. |Eliot, the 
— Indian’s evangelift, was the chief operator: with that money 
lands were purchafed, to the value of about Sool. a year, 
and fettled on a corporation of citizens in truft, to whom 
Mr. Afhhurft muft be the treafurer, on whom lay the main 
care and work. When the king was reftored, the\corpora- 
tion was dead in law, and one that fold moft of the lands 
that were fettled for that ufe (Colonel Bedingheld, a Papift) 
-feized on the fold lands, and yet refufed to repay the money : 
the care of the recovery, and of reftoring the corporation, 
and all the work was the bufinefs of Mr. Aihhurft, for which 
he defired my folicitation of ‘the Lord Chancellor Hyde, who 
did readily own the juftnefs of the caufe, and the goodnefs of 
_ the work, and firft gave us leave to nominate the new cor+ 
- poration, and Mr, Boyle for prefident, and Mr, Afhhurft for 
 treafurer; and afterward, when it came to a fuit before him, 
juftly determine it for the corporation, © 


2H ‘And 
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‘And fo thefe nineteen years laft patty it was he, by the 
help of Mr. Boyle and the reft, who hath had the niain care 
ofthe New England affiftance, by which a printing prefs 
hath been there fet up, and the Bible tranflated into the 
Indian tongue, and other books alfo for their inftru€tion, and 
the agents encouraged to help them, till the Jate unhappy 
i war there interrupted much of their endeavours; and of 
their victory in that war the converted Indians were not the 
Jeaft caufe. | 
_. O how fad will the news of his death be to old Mr. 
Eliot, if he lives to hear it, and to his American converts ! 
And he hath left by his will rool, to the college there, and 
VIII. Some may think that he wanted a public fpirit, | 
becaufe he avoided being a magiftrate, and paid his fine | 
gather than take an alderman’s place. But it was only to 
keep the peace of his confcience, which could not digeft, | 
x. The corporation declaration and oath; nor 2. The ex- | 
-ecution of the laws againft non-conforming minifters and 
people. I never heard him plead, that the folemn oath, called 
the national covenant, was not unlawfully impofed or taken: — 
his thoughts of that | knew not: but He was not ignorant | 
that the words fhewed that it was a promife or vow to God; 
and that a vow made finfully bindeth, notwithftanding, to the 
Jawful and neceflary part of the matter: and he thought that 
to oppofe in our places profanenefs, popery, and {chifm, and to 
_ repent of fin and amend, were lawful and neceflary things; | 
_and therefore to fay that “ there is no obligation by that oath 
son me or any other perfon,” without excepting any of thefe _ 
aforefaid, was a thine that he would rather, I believe, have | 
fuffered death than do, He would not do that which himfelf — 
thought perjury, much lefs juftify it in thoufands which he | 
never knew: and he’ feared lett he fhould become guilty of 
. conttituting all the cities and corporations of England by 
perjury, and ftigmatizing the front of the nation with fucha 
Fearful brand, Some men think that the mark of the beaft 
in Revelations, without which none might buy or fell, was — 
rjury and perfecution; finding that the Lateran Council (fub_ 
Yio iti.) and others which are of their religion, do abfolve | 
fubjeéts of their temporal lords, whom the Pope excommuni- | 
¢ateth from their oaths of allegiance, and was oruinany 


. 


‘ 
. 
‘ 


ractifed again{t emperors and kings; and finding that thefe | 

ords and princes themfelves were to fwear to exterminate — 
all called heretics, on pain of excommunication, depofition, | 
profeffeth 


and damnation, and that every fuch that 
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himfelf papift, knowingly bindeth himfelf deftroy all 
 teftants, or exterminate them, if he can doit without danger to 
the Papal church: and alfo finding that all their clergy muft 
{wear the Trent oath, by which they cannot. but be perjured 
and they fay that they never read nor heard that fuch a thing 
‘was cone by heathens, infidels, or Mahometans: and Mr. 
Afhhurft was afraid of any thing that feemed to him fuch a 
brand. Yet I never heard him fpeak uncharitably of thofe — 
| worthy men who do what he refufed, fuppofing that they, — 
. in words or writing, declared as openly as they fware and took 
the declaration, that they took it but in fuch or fuch a lawful 
-fenfe: though he could not do fo himfelf. 
_1X. He had an earneft defire of the welfare of the city, 
that it might flourifh in piety, fobiety, juftice, and charity, 
“4 ¥4 and that good men might be in power; believing hat’ the 
welfare of the world lieth not fo much in the form of governe 
ment, as in the goodne/s of the men; and that that is the beft 
form which beft fecures us from bad men: and all fuch — 
fervice as ‘he could do, no man was readier to do; as when 
he ~was mafter of the merchant-taylors’ company, and on 
|. many other occafions, he thewed. His relations tell me 
=. that he then gave them about 3ool. of his own money, and 
greatly promoted the improvement of their ftock, to the — 
rebuilding their hall, and abatement of their debts. = 
X. He never was a foldier, even when London was. a 
. -garrifon, but always for the ways and works of peace: he 
was ever againft tumults, fedition, and rebellion; and J 
never heard a word from him injurious to the king and 
higher powers. He was greatly troubled at the late refift. 
ance made by the aflemblies in Scotland, and glad when his 
letters thence told him that they were but a few hot-heated 
men, whom the generality of the godly Prefbyterians dif- 
_ ¢laimed and would oppofe. Peace was his temper, and 
peace with all men to his power he kept and promoted; and 
i never knew man that lived in more peace with his con. 
fcience, and with all men, good and bad. I never heard that 
( he was an enemy, or had an enemy, fave fin, the devil, the 
_ world, and the flefh, as all good men renounce them. Nay — 
I never heard of any one man that ever fpake evil of him! 
Se {trange a reconciling power hath fuch a mind, and fuch 
XI. He excelled all that ever I knew in the grace of 
_meeknefs ; and Chrift faith that “ fuch fhall inherit,” even, . 
“‘ the earth.” | For men know not how to fall out with fuch, 


while public employment doth by crofs intereft caufe it. 
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“They that were nearer him than I, fay that they never faw 


him in any indecent paffion: he knew 
himfelf angry, no nor difpleafed, otherv 


not how to fhew. 
vife than by mild 


- and gentle words. His countenance was 


till ferene, and his 


~yvoice ftill calm and quiet; never fierce or loud, no not toa 
fervant. He oft ufed to women the words of St. Peter, 
EB Pet. iti. 45;§-,/"4A meck and a quiet fpirit is in the fight 
_ 4 of God of great price,’ which is the ornament there 
commended inftead of gold and ge which now are 


grown into fo common and excefilive ufe, 
- defign to avoid the imputation of hypocri 
open badges of folly and pride, left the 
and humble, as fome will rant and {corn 
__ thought religious hypocrites. 


And though I once knew. one that for 


as if it were the 
xg by wearing the 
y fhould feem wife 


God fitted him for his place: had he, been, a magiftrate 
or a preacher, a little more fharpnefs a been needful. 


ant of juft anger 


owas too like Eli, and could not fufficiently reprove or Cor- 
ret a child, yet it pleafed God that his mildnefs had no fuch 
ill -effe&t; but his family loved and him the 


more. 


| 


I never a ‘father. carry himfelf to hia 
children (as well as to his wife) with more conftant expref- 


fions of love, and with a greater defire of 


their holinefs and 


falvation. He’ fpake to his children with that endeared 
-kindnefs as men re to do to a bofom friend, in whom is 
their delight. And indeed love is the vital Spirit, which | 


_muft make all education and counfel effe 


Qual, which with- 


out it ufually is dead, both to children and others, though 
_ there are feafons when we mutt be angry and not fin. _ 
pede | XIII. Ind.ed he was fo made of love and gentlenefs, that 
I may fay, that love was his new nature, and his temper, his 


religion and his life ; and that he dwelt in 


love, and therefore | 


in God, and God in Bin his looks, his {miles, his fpeech, his 


_ deeds, were all the conftant fignifications 
XIV. And no lefs eminent was his hu 


of 
mility : : his fpeech, 


company, garb, behaviour, and all his carriage, ‘did declare it. 


He wasa great difliker of proud, vain attire, boafting fpeech, 
and pomp, and inordinate, worldly fplendor, efpecially that 
—— | which was chargeable, while fo many thoufands wer he 


in wart. 


“| He was poor in fpirit, fuited to a low condition, though ke 


“was rich, and condefcended to men of low eftate. _ 


were his pleafing friends: he loved the rich that we e rich to 


God, but he hated ambition and | flattering 


reat met | 
KY. 
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x Indeed he was a plain Chriftian of the primitive 
ftamp " ftrange to hypocrify and affeétation, and all that is 


called the lutt of the flefh, the luft of the eye, and pride of 


life; and the fins of Sodom, pride, idlenefs, and fulnefs. 
His abit, his furniture, his provifions, were all plain: 
nothing ae exeefs, as provifion for the ficfh to fatisfy the 


lut thereof vet all that was needful for right ends. No 


niggardly parfimony, but fparing to do good, fparing from 
all the ways of pride and Pome but never {paring from 
decency or good works.* 


XVI. ‘The government of his family, and the worthip 


He worfhipped God as other good Chriftians ufe 


further work of the day: the whole day feemed not too 
long to him tor the delightful employment of his foul 
towards God. O how far was he from being weary, or 
needing any vain recreation! In his family-worfhip he 


played not the orator, nor was very tedious ; ; but in confér- 
| 


* A paflage from Dr. Calamy’ s Abridgement may fitly be 


ere. 


‘¢ In the whole of his life, Mr. Baskter bed a 


friend whom he more valued and refpeéted, and by whom he 
was more beloved, than that noted citizen Henry Afhhurft, 

_ Efq. commonly called Alderman Athhurft, who was the moft 
exemplary perfon for eminent fobriety, felf. denial, piety, and 
charity, that London could glory of. He was a ‘Chriftian of 
the primitive ftamp, and did good to all as he was able, efpe- 


cially needy minifters, to whom, in Laticafhire alone, he 
lowed an hundred pounds a year. He left behind him the 


perfume of a moft honourable name, and the memorials of a 


molt exemplary life, to be imitated by all his defcendants. 


Mr. Baxter gave him his true charatter in his funeral fermon.’s 


Dr. Calamy’ s Life of Mr. Baxter, vol. i. p. 409. 


fragranm memory will long furvive the age he lived in. And, 


O that hx exainple in London as long as his 


name laits Mr, Howe, vol. ii, p. 
| | : ence 


there performed, was wife, cheerful, grave, and — 


befides his fecret reading the 


hich fo erided that none be hindered the 


That excellent perion, Alderman Afhhurit, whofe 


‘ 
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to do: 
notes which were fuited to his family’s ufe, catechifing, and : 
taking account of their profiting, finging pfalms, and prayer: \ 
and on the Lord’s-day hearing and repeating the fermons. | 
A non-c 
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‘ence of things, and in counfels, plain and 
- gnuch like the ftile of Mr. Greenham’s writings. 
XVII. He had a fpecial care to place his children | in a 
way of employment and with good relations, out of the 
way both of idlenefs and ill company, and worldly vanity 
and temptations ; and God hath fo bleffed him in his wife 
‘and holy endeavours for them, that of four fons and two 
daughters, there is not one that we have not good caufe to 


hope well of, that they will in piety and welfare ‘me his 


endeavours. 


XVIII. Others can tell you more than I of his manage-_ 
ment of his trade: only this I will fay, that God greatly 
bleffed his honefty and liberality: and men knew tthey | 

might trade with him without any danger of cooky that 
he grew up toa very confiderable shane: : and never 0 intent 

on his trade, but he was ready for any fervice of God » and 
help to others, or public work. 

And thofe that fay, they fhall lofe than cuftom, except 
_ they tipple and make their bargains in ale-houfes, coffee 
houfes, or taverns, or ufe much iditing and enticing words, — 
may feeghere one that hath thriven more than moft have 
done, that yet touk a quite contrary courfé. 

XIX. He was a ftranger to vain talk and frothy jefts, and 


alfo to a four, morofe converfe: but good, fhort, 


difcourfe was his ordinary entertainment. 
~ XX. It is no wonder if in fuch a life fo abfolutely 1 voted 
_ to God, he lived in a conftant ferenity of mind: a on t had 
peace with God and had peace of confcience. never 
heard him fpeak one word that favoured of any doubt of his 
 falvation, or difcouraging thoughts of the life to come: he © 
lived not in bondage to tormenting fears, or fad ap prehben- 
fions ; but ftudied fully to pleafe God, and joyfully true 
him, ‘tejoiced | in his love, and hoped for his kingdom: but 
without any overvaluing of his own worth or wotks, nthing 


~ much in his mouth thofe words of St, Paul, I have 
to glory of ; and I am nothing. 44 

XXI. The laft part of his example which I have to tes. | |h. 

_ commend to you, and efpecially to myfelf, is his marvellous 

patience, as through all his life, fo efpecially in bis laft and 

 fharp affliGion. Jt was a providence which pofed many of 


us, that God fhould fo fmartly handle fuch a man as this 5 
till God’s oracles told our faith enough to filence all:murs 
muring thoughts of God. For (1.) God had gwen him bes _ 
fore the of Joby healthful bod:, and conftane 

| | | 


cthing 


| 
: 


profperity, and fhall finners tafte no correction, and receive 


- nothing of God but pleafant things? Ail God's graces muft 


have their exercife and trial; and faith and patience are 


mott tried and. exercifed in a fuffering ftate ; God loveth not 
martyrs lefsthan others. 2. And he had ferved God before 


by ation, and ufually our laft fervice is by patience; and 


Lazarus in fores and wants.was in a fafer way to Abraham's 


bofom, than Dives in (health) his filks and fumptuous fare. 


adiy. And we are naturally fo loth to leave the world and 
eth, that God feeth it meet to help our willingnefs, by 
making us weary of it. And affliction, though grievous to 
the prefent, tendeth to the quiet fruit of rizhteoufnefs; and 
‘making us partakers of God’s holinefs, certainl» tendeth to 
make us partakers of his glory: crofs-bearing, and partaking 
of the fufferings of Chrift, is an indifpenfable Chriftian 
duty : we muft be ‘* conformed to him in his fufferings,” 
if we will reign with him, and be partakers of our Maf- 


ter’s joy, And in heaven all tears are wiped away, and there 


| 


are no groans, nor moans, no forrows, nor repining, nor ac-__ 
cufing God for any of our former fufferings. What need 


have I, yea, what need have you all to remember this ! 
Ficth will feel, and faith will not avoid pain and prefent 


torment, no more than death, but it fortified our dear bro-: 


~ther’s foul, that it fhould not too much fuffer with his 
body. 


Several years he was molelted with fome cloudy troubles 


of his head, which Tunbridge waters eafed for a time: and 
next with acrimony of urine ; and next it appeared to be the 
ftone in the bladder. He long refulved to endure it to the 
death ; but at laft extremity of torment, and defpair of any 
other eafe, did fuddenly caufe him to choofe to be cut.. Two 
-ftones were found, and one of them in the operation was 
broken into pieces; many of which were taken out by very 
terrible fearch, and about thirty pieces after came away 


through the wound. Phyficians and all prefent admired at . 


his patience. No word, no action, fignified any diftreffing 
fenfe : and though he was about fixty-five years of age, God 
_ did recover him, and heal the wound: but we were too un- 

thankful, and his pains returned ;. gently at firft, but after- 
wards as terribly as before. And after that a ftrong fever, 
of which he unexpectedly recovercd: and then oft inflam- 
mations, and at laft a dangerous one: and finally fo great 
torment, that a French lithotomift being here, he was over- 
pertuaded to be fearched and cut again, and a third ftone 
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was taken away with competent fpeed and eafe, and divers | 
big fragments of it, which had been broken off in the firtt 
operation. Thus was he cut twice in about a year’s fpace ; 


and the wound feemed marv elloufly to heal for divers months : . | 

and when we had prayed hard for hini, we turned it to 

thankfgiving, and thought the danger of death was paft. 

But after, his ftrength failed, and he died in peace. God 
— gave him fome months of cafe and calmnefs, the better to 
~ bear his approaching change. 


In all this none heard him exprefs: any querulous impa- 


tience. Mott of his words were in clling men how tolera- 


ble his pain was, and how good sod was, and thank-. 
fully acknowledging his mercy. The laft words which [| 
h:d from him were of the goodness of God, O thet we 
could love God more! And when he thought he fhould reco- 
ver, he was very folicitous in his enquiry, what God would _ 


have him doin gratitude. And one of the chiet things he _ 


refolved on to one of his old friends was, that he would 


Set upon as many parliament-men as he could {peak with, to re- 


peal all the laws which hinder gocd men from preaching. Ghrif? "a 


ik gofpel. Adding morcover, and countryman, {faith he, you and 

1 will take care for Lancafbire, that the gofpel may be more 
preached among them. It being their native county, and 
abounding with Papifts, and many parts have fearcity of 


preachers. 
But fuddenly he paft from the faith and pati~ 


ence, unto fight and reft. 


His laft words (fave his farewell, and come, Lord Jefus) 
were to an old friend, Mr. Nathaniel H ulton, to walk in the 


way of God, will be comfort at death, being not of their m.nd, 


who for fear of fetching too much comfort from our. own 
duty, (which they call works) do think Chrift's merit injured — 


by fuch thoughts and words as thefe: as if the cure was a 
| difgrace to our phyfician, or Chrift (Matt. xxv.) had mif- 


deicribed the laft judgment; or God were no rewarder of 
them that diligently: feek him; laying up cur treafure 


and hearts in heaven, were no means of beng received into 


the everlafting habitation. 


And thus “pated this faithful foul to Chrift, in the reas 
1680, about the fixty fixth of his age 
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ACCOUNT OF A WICKED SEAMAN. 


To the Editer of the General Baptif?’ Magazine. 


MR. EDITOR, 


Should you think the following of infertion in your 
Magazine, it is at your fervice; if not, pleafe to lay it y 
afide.—It is thought to be an inftance of God’s judgment | a 


on a feaman, belonging to the Grofvenor Eaft Indiaman, 
which was wrecked on the coaft of Caffraria, on the fourth 


tis 


might appear, and ridiculous as any inference may be thought 


by fome, the fact is no lefs true than ftrange.” 
am, Sir ? with the greateft ref{pect, 
| Your’s 


PHILALETHES, __ 


of Auguft, 1782, extracted from the Narrative of the Lofs a: 

of the above fhip, by Mr. George Carter, © ae 

3 ‘Tue company, after feveral feparations from each other 
in their way to the Cape of Good Hope, found this man at _ 

their entrance into a deep gulley, into which they were en- i 

ee tering in order to find water. He was lying upon his face a 
a in the fand, with his right hand cut off at the wrift. So oi 
“es fingular a circumftance could not but excite their aftonifh- if 
ment; and it was recollected that, while living, it was a com- a 

mon afleveration ufed by the deceafed, ‘ May the devil cut a 

my right hand off if it be not true.’ Extraordinary as this: nie 
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| i Continued from page 190, 


| SOON after the affair at Nailftone was-fettled, John T’ay- 
lor, who had been a principal fharer in the late perfecution, 
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remoyed to London,* and in a fhort time after, David Tay- 

lor, who has already been mentioned, fucceeded him as the 
regular preacher at Barton, and the other places adjacent, | 
_ He had before introduced a perfon, whofe name was Stephen 
Dixon, whe now exercifed as affiftant to Taylor in the mi- 
—niftry. Dixon became acquainted with fome of the Mora- 
-vian brethren, and joined a fociety of that denomjnation at 
_ Pudfey, in Yorkthire. Qn his union with the Moravians, 


ia he introduced fome of the brethren to the people at Barton 


_- and Ratby, and endeavoured, with his colleagues, to form 
the people into a Moravian church, Dixon, however, con- 
tinued only about a year in connection with the Moravians, 
being excluded their communion. Whatever was the real 

caufe of his expulfion, it never came to the knowledge of 


the people at Barton. In confequence of Dixon’s excommu- 


_ mication from the fociety at Pudfey, William Kendrick, a 
- member of that fociety, and an intimate friend of Dixon, 
profefted to be highly offended; jnfifting that Dixon was ex- 
cluded without fufficient caufe: and to fhew his diflatisfac._ 
tion with the meafure, withdrew from the fociety at Pudfey 


— himfelfi.t This effected a ftill clofer union betwixt Kendrick 


and Dixon, than had before fubfifted. ‘They both fell into the 
defign of aiding the people at Barton, aad accordingly con- 
teived to fix their abode where they might do it with conve- 
Rience. | 
_ By the acquifition of thefe two men, who were both 
preachers, both at the fervice of ‘this peaple, and feemingly 
_ zealous to promote their caufe, they were confiderably flufhed 
with hopes of. raifing their {mal] and defpifed intereft. For 
whateyer Dixon was in point of ability, Kendrick had a 
pleating addrefs, a fluency of f{peech, and a readinefs of wit, 
which made him highly popular. And though the people had 
Kittle knowledge of the nature, or neceffity of church fellows. | 
_ fthip, there were a few, whom Kendrick and Dixon perfuaded 


* Whether Taylor joined any fociety in London, or conti- 
-nued to preach, or what were his motives for removing, is now 
unknown, 

t It has been affirmed, that Kendrick himfelf was excluded | 
the Moravian church for immoral cenduét, having firft joined 
Whitefield, then Wefley; and being excluded by the latter, 
joined the Maravians, It is moreover faid, that, after being 
excluded by the Morayians, they, out of tendernefs to the 
‘man, and a regard to the caufe of religion, refuted to expote 
his faults, when an account of his charafter was yequelted Dy. 
the people of Barton. 
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veral who were waiting in a ftate of fufpenfe, till circums 


ftances might arife, which would direét them in their purfuit, 
and give a preponderancy to their wavering inclination. + 

The Church being formed, the feven perfons who com- 
pofed it, unanimoufly .chofe Mr. Kendrick and Mr. Dixon 


for their elders, and Mrs. Kendrick eldrefs. Numbers at- 
tended the public worfhip; and many were added to the foci- 
ety. At prefent they had no better terhple than a dwelling- 
houfe, pee fometimes a chambet to preach ing which incon- 
veniency, owin 


poffeffed fuperfluity of property.* 


London, and on his return, brou 
Collins, who was a preacher in conneétion with Mr. Wil- 
Mr. Collins preached the firft fermon in 
the new chapel, and continued in the neighbourhood about a 
month, during which time he endeavoured to inftruct the 
people in the mature and defign of church fellowfhip; and 
government. Conference-meéetings were appointed, and held 
every Friday evening, for the purpofe of promotiiig each 
other’s f{piritual improvement, and conducting the affairs of 


the church: and feveral of the members who refided many 


miles diftant; were regular in their attendance on thefe occa- 


fions, as well as the opportunities peculiarly appropriated to. 
public worfhip. ‘Their zeal contributed to their profperity, — 
and their profperity in return, kept their zeal and activity 


alive. | 


But though they were embodied as a church, had a regu 
Jar fervice, a place of worfhip, and officers to fill the vae 


_™* The dimenfions of this their firft meeting-houfe were 
about thirty-fix by twenty-two feet. It had a convenient vef- 


try, and chambers over the whole, defigned as a refidence for 
the fingle brethren, and fingle fifters of the community, in {e- 
parate apartments, on the plan of the Moravians. The pulpit 
was large enough to hold eight or ten preachers of therr def- 
cription : and it was cuftomary for all the preachers to fit there, 
on public days, until they were too numerous to be all ad- 


| 


al gious 


to form themfelves into a body. And though there were 
only feven perfons who compofed this body, there were fe- 


g to the increafing number of their hearers; 
obliged them to think of erecting a meeting-houfe. ‘It was. 
prefently determined; and fpeedily erected in Barton; at the 
united expence of the members, though there were few who 


This hew meeting-houfe was finifhed in the | 174535 
and previous to it’s being opened, Mr, Kendrick went to 
ght with him a Mr, William 
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rious departments allotted them, they were yet a namele/s 


fociety, except: by thofe who loaded them with epithets of 


reproach. ‘Though it was a matter in fome refpects of tri- 


fling confequence ; yet as it refpected the fecurity of the pub- 


lic property belonging to the fociety, it was nccefiary the 
writings fhould fpecify to: what denomination it fhould be 


conveyed. After fome deliberation, it was judged proper to 
- ftile themfelyes Independents, not becaufe their views of ei- 


ther doctrine or difcipline were conformable to the generality 
of thofe who bear that name; but indeed for the fame rea-_ 
fon that the Independents originally applied it to them- 
felves: that is, they were independent of other rcligious fo- 


_ ieties, and were determined to be under no foregn con- 


Though Mr. Kendrick and Mr. Dixon were eleted ie 
ders, or the principal overfeers of the flock, and took care 


to fecure as much authority as they could to themfelves, ef- 


pecially the former; yet others were occafionally employed 


in exhorting and preaching, as the labour increafed. Mr. 
John Aldridge and Mr. Whyatt were frequently engaged, 


having indeed done a little in this way before the meeting-— 
houfe was built ; but now were confidered as regular preach- 


Ors. 


About the year 1746 Mr. Dixon made a journe¥ to Lon- 


don, and vifited Mr. Ault, who was a preacher rather of 


the Antinomian caft, and who alfo kept a fchool. Mr. Ault 
being difpofed to vifit Barton, left Dixon in the care of his. 
fchool, and during his ftay in the country, Dixon had fo — 


far neglected his duty, or was fo far defe&tive in capacity, 
_ that the fchool was nearly broken up: Mr..Ault was obli- 
- ged to give it up entirely. On his declining the fchool, he 


returned into the country, and. affifted Mr. Kendrick in 
preaching at Barton, in conjunétion with the reft. His fen- 
timents were nearly congenial with theirs, at Icaft fo far as 
each chofe to be explicit, or feemed to underftand the other ; 


but foon after this Mr. Dixon began to imbibe and propa- 


gate univerfal falvation. Mrs. Kendrick inclined alfo to | 


the fae opinion, and being the eldrefs, and pretty ‘ apt 
** to teach,” fhe, with Dixon, created a rupture in the 
church, which iffued in Dixon’s expulfion. He afterward 


removed to Annefley-Woodhoufe, in Nottinghamfhire, 


where he continued for feveral years; but it appeared too” 
evident that his religious opinions were not the only ground 


Mr. 
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Mr. Kendrick, who now began to be firmly fixed, and 
- prowing in the eftimation of the people, engaged to fet upa 
boarding-fchool, and met with confiderable encouragement 
from his friends. His new employment required him to be 
iffore ftationary, and thus called fome of the other preachers 
more to itinerate, and preach at the diftant places. They 
extended their labours on every fide: preaching at Hugglef- 


cote, Swannington, Hinkley, and ‘many other places. ‘Fhe — 
county was foon too contracted for them; and even diftant 


parts of other counties they vifited. Codnor, in Derbythire, 
Annefley Woodhoufe, and Hucknal Torket in Nottingham- 
fhire; Wedgebury, Tipton-green, and Wolverhampton, ia 
Staffordfhire, were among the places included in their mif- 
fion. New converts were added, fome of which very foon 
commenced preachers. Among thefe were Jofeph Donif- 
thorpe, of Normanton on the Heath, near Athby- delazouch ; 

John Grimley, of Donnington on the Heath ; Francis 
Smith, of Melbourn, in Derby fhire, all of w hoi were 


men of good natural abilities, lively and active: in preading 


the gofpel, and eminently ufeful as preachers. 


In the year 1747, on account of the preaching at Swan- 


nington, feveral perfons befides Mr. Francis Smith, attended 


from Melbourn, and invited. the preachers there, to which 


they fhewed no relutance; But were inftant in feafon, 

*¢ and out of feafon.” The intereft gained ground in Mel- 

bourn exccedingly, and in two or three years a meeting-houfe 

~ was erected, and Mr. Smith was ordained elder in conjunc- 

tion with Mr. Kendrick, by Mr. William Cudworth, who 
preached at Barton on the occafion.* 

It will not excite any furprize to ind among thefe men, as 


well as others, fume who were fond of power, and, like the 


difciples of Jefus, ftriving who thould be the oreatett. This, 
however, appeared not fo much among the new preachers, as 
was difcoverable in Mefirs. AXcndrick and Ault. The lat- 


ter withed to have the pre-eminence over the people at _ 
sdinkley, while the former was unwilling to relinquifh an- 


It is proper to obferve, that though Melbourn is 


twelve or fourteen miles diftant from Barton, yet the people 
there, and in all the other places where any joined the church, 
were ‘confidered as belonging to Barton, and attended there to 
receive the Lord’s Supper once a month. Mr. Smith was not 


ordained as elder over the people at Melbourn alone, but to 


take a part in the came: at large, 
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iota of his dominion. It would havé been intolerable for 


‘Mr. Ault, who wifhed to be a ruler, to be fubje@ to one 


whofe ftation he envied; he therefore rebelled, fixed his 
abode at Hinkley, and raifed a party to himfelf, though 


Mr. Kendrick retained the old preaching-houfe. Mr. Ault — 


a 


from this time was never connected with Mr. Kendrick or 


“It was to the honour of the mew preachers, that while 


thofe men to whom they had looked with deference and re-_ 
fpeét, were aiming to be ‘* lords over God’s heritage,” they 
were laborious in propagating the gofpel among their ignorant 


fellow-creatures. ‘They carried the glad tidings of falvation 
not only to many towns and villages within their reach, but 
the hills of Charnwood foreft * echoed to their voice. 
worth-heath became a confecrated temple to the living God, 
and the facrifice of praife and adoration was offered from a 


abe hollow tree. The word of eternal life was freely and boldly — 


proclaimed to liftening crowds, and numbers were made par- 
takers of it’s ineftimable bleffings. “The rocks formed moft 
noble pulpits for the zealous orators, and the fcattered ftones 


and hillocks ferved inftead of pews for the weary travellers 


in the furrounding congregation. Some indeed there were 


who behaved with rudenefs, and fometimes affailed the 


reacher with vollies of dirt, rotten eggs and ftones ; but 


they knew how to ‘‘ endure hardnefs, as good foldiers of 


«¢ Tefus Chrift;” nor were they in the leaft intimidated by 


- the infults and abufe they fuffered in fo good a eaufe. 


* The principal places in Charnwood, commonly called — 


Charley Foreft, where they aflembled for preaching, were on 


_ Ringing-hill, near Whitwick, and on Buill-o-barrow-hill, neaz 


Stanton under Bardon. 
(To be continued.) 
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CHARACTERS. 
BEATH AND CHARACTER OF MRS, MARSHALL, 
To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
As you requeft intelligence of the characters of good men, I 
truft the following account of a woman dying in the Lord 
will be found interefting to your readers in general, 


Experience of Mary Marfball, late of Caftle Donington, Leicef. 


terfbire, daughter of Mr. N. Pickering, who died at Afk- | 


ford in the Peak, Augufi 24, 1794. 


-€§ Now blooming Eden withers in her fight,” 
Death gave her more than e’er was Eden loft, 
That King of terrors was the Prince of Peace? 
Undamp’d by doubt—undarken’d by defpair 
Auguftly, I beheld her rear her head, © 1 
In that black hour, which gen’ral horror flaeds, 
On the low level of th’ inglorious throng, — 
Sweet peace, and humble joy, and heav’nly hope 
Divinely beam’d on her exalted foul ! ie) 
Deftruction gilt, and crown’d her for the fkies, | 
With incommunicable luftre bright. 


It may be proper jutt to ftate, that when fhe came to 


Athford, about fix weeks previous to her diffolution, fhe was 


confiderably perplexed, and under fome doubts about her in- 
tereft in Chrift.—On this fubje&t fhe made quite free with 


‘me, and it appeared that the fource of her doubts was, that 


fhe had not when in health, as fhe thought, lived fo near to 
Chrift, and fo much to his glory, as her intereft and duty re- 
‘quired. 

But I am perfuaded, (though that might in a fenfe be truc) 
they {prang more from the ftaye of her ody, and a ftrong fear 
of 
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_ of Being resi, which were rather evidences to the cone 
trary. 1 ventured to pronounce them utterly groundle/s. 


As to her views of divine truth, and the way of falvation, | 


they were quite clear; but what was more than every thing 
befides, to give me fat.sfaction of her fafety at that time, 
was, that with all her fears, the could, with the moft une- 
quivocal freedom, fet her feal to the beft evidences of Chrif- 
-tianity exifting in her foul. All the hopes fhe then had were 
anchored on Chrift—all her views of fecurity were in’the ex- 
ercife of an appropriating faith ; but fhe almoft doubted 
whether fhe had any; becaufe fhe felt fo little comfort. 1 
largely defcribed to her the cafe of timorous Chriftians—the 


_ marks of the poor in fpirit—the contrite—fuch who fear . 


God—hungereand thirft after righteoufnefs, &c.—the care, 
compaffion and love of God, and the Redeemer, to fuch per- 
fons. She expreffed*a deadnefs to the world, and every thing 
in it, a hatred to fin—an earneft longing to be more free 
from it—fhe panted, above all things, after a conformity to 
the image of Chrift.—I afked her whether fhe could, from 


the ftate of her mind, be happy in heaven as a ftate of 


perfect holinef{s? She had no hefitation to declare the corref- 
pondence of her difpofitions with that ftate, faying, that 
** to go tou a world yf complete holinefs, would crown all 


her wifhes.”—I argued the impoffibility of thefe things ex- 


-ifting in an unregenerate foul, and fhe feemed much ftrength- 


ened and encouraged by the conclufion.—On the whole, fhe 


feemed to gather confidence, and in all her deportment and 


behaviour, was humble, cautious, watchful and meek, foas 
The. | 
uprightnefs and fincerity which, fhe declared, fway d her 
_arhole foul, in thefe great concerns, was very encouraging to — 
me, and gave me a ftrong perfuafion that the Lord would 
‘lift upon her the light of his countenance, as a teftimony of | 


to attract the notice and efteem of all who knew her. 


hts approbation of ‘fuch integrity and fidelity. 


She was very diligent in her attendance on all the sill of | 
grace, both public and private—fthe never omitted going to 
“our meeting (though a confiderable diftance, and the fo weak) | 
one Lord’s “day, and attended a private meeting in the even-— 
ing, at Athtord.—She was twice with us at the Lord’s Sup- | 
per, and appeared greatly to relifh every opportunity of hear- 
ing, reading, prayer, and-fpiritual converfation.—She often 


lamented the indolence of her former life, and the trifling 


manifefted by many profeffors of religion, 
the:r criminal! devotion to ‘the cuftoms, and 
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fions of this world. She manifefted a- great refpe&. for 


—thofe in whom fhe faw the power of religion. She was. 


always patient, always cheerful, and feemed an “ Ifraclite 
‘* indeed, in whom was no guile.” 


| 


On the Tuefday evening previous to her departure, the 


had been more than ufual troubled with a difficulty of 


breathing for a day or two, but was quite cheerful :—fhe ate 
her fupper that night, and, rather Jater than ufual, went up 

“Sie felt nothing alarming; but when fhe got into 

mber was inftantly taken worfe, perceived WEST 
rife into hersmouth, which proved to be congealed blood, 
and could fcarcely breathe. With inconceivable difficulty 
{he got down ftairs to the door, coughing and bleeding ina 
very fhocking manner. My wife met her at the door, fuf- 


her cha 


pecting nothing, She moaned, and faid, “I am dying!” | 


I ran and helped her acrofs the floor, feated her in a chair, 


when blood, and a fubftance like putrified flelh, came in 


fuch quantities as alarmed us beyond defcription, and threat- 


ened inftant diffolution'’ Her eyes dim and fixed, as if 


dying, her face and lips pale and cold, bathed apparently in 


a dying fweat, we expected nothing but death, and fhe 


confidered it as quite certain; but, bleffed | be God, he 


ftrengthened her with ftrength in her foul, fo that the 
- approach of the king of terrors was as the beginning of — 
heaven; thouch (from her fituation and agony, her difficulty — 


of breathing, which fhe faid was fo painful that “ no tongue 


could | it appeared impoffible to fpeak, and one 


would have thought, from the fuddennefs and violence of the 
attack, that her thoughts would haye been all confufion ; but 
far otherwife it proved. 


Compofed and collected; as if nothing ‘had happened, but 


an event to inflame her foul with rapture, and infpire her 
intellectual powers with vigour, fo as. to give energy and 
pathos to all fhe faid, fhe feemed like an imprifoned bird 
giving it’s laft ftruggle for liberty, juft going to enjoy it’s 
native element; fhe feemed filled with ardour canfequent og 
treading upon the threfhhold of the New Jerufalem, and | 


yet plucked as it were by the fmart of pain and death, her 


countenance indicated the livelieft fenfations of pleafure, and 


her expreflions teftified the triumph of her foul. She began 


_ in the language of dying Stephen, by committing her foul 
Anto the hands of her Redeemer— Lord Jefus, receive my 


“ fpirit.”” She proceeded in a very pathetic. manner to pour 
out her foul in prayer and thankfgiving to Chrift, for his 


nifhing goodiefs in leaving his glory to die on the crofs 
for 
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for fuch finf Creatures, faying, fee, I feel He 

that blood which thow didit pour out forme on 
Calvary, whith hath cancelled all my guilt! T fee thee 
“ ftanding ready to receive my foul to the manfions of blifs!’”. 
She often exp refled herfelf in fimilar language, abafing her- 
felf, but detldred her confidence in Jefus, and the moft | 


ftrong and animated profpect of glory. 


At intervals fhe faid, “ This is hard Wwork-. Dying is 
—@ hard work,” &é¢. and, as a defcription of her unutterable 
fufferings of ‘body, and blifé of mind, feveral times repeated, 


“ © the painy the blifé of dying ! x 


then pronouriced with an animation and which 
believe nothing could exceed, 


Vital fpark of flame, 
«© Quit, 6 quit this mortal frame ?”” &c, 


She more than once repeated thefe lines: 


« Come, Lord Jefus! come away 3 
 Waft me. to” the realms of day.” 


She alfo fpoke,. in rapturous language, thet. views of the 
blefied angels ftanding ready to convey her happy foul to the 


= regions of felicity. 


She {poke with great em phafis Job’s confeffi on—* I know 


& that my Redcemer liveth, &c. This the often repeated, 


But O! what tides of blifs {welled her happv foul while fhe 


{poke the following words, which made an impreffion on me, 


which fure nothing can erafe: the. charms of en in 
perfection appeared in every word, 


How, dear Lord, fhali I 
The prefent happinet i fhare?”? &c. 


She did, with a file, give up to God, her hufband, hee — 
child, parents, and brothers. When | fpoke of fuch 


things, fhe exprefled-a'very zffeftionate regard for her 


infer etter of pain was @ little 


band and déar child; but "raid fhe left then cheerfully in his 
hand who was able to take caré: of them, and the: parting 
would not be dng, fhe trufted, 

She had no with for the child, but, if it lived, that it © 
fhould be broughi up “ in the nurture and admonition of the 


Lord.” She little, but what -had a direct reference to 


Chr ft and glory. The joys of her foul fwallowed every 
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eding, coughing, and talking), which ga 
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ough {pent with 
| ve us fome hope 
of her being really better: but fhe.did hot feem to confider — 


23g 


this as any privilege, though fhe took it patiently. _ 
After fhe had taken a little drink and medicine, | 
feemed inclined to fleep ; but quickly after .in a very forcible 
manner repéated the following lines of Dr. ‘Watts, .very 
expreflive both of the temper of her foul, and the ground 


ef her confidence. 


With hands well wafh’d in innocence”? 


Here the paufed, faying this was the frame of her fouls 
but fhe abhorred the thought of grounding any. of her hopes 
on the “ innocency of her hands.”—She then -exclaimeds 


But when I ftand-before thy bar, 
“ The bload of Chrift is my efence.” 


The next morning :fhe.feemed nouch “better, .and  feemed 
-to think her thread likely to-be lengthened, out: a little; and 
faid her felicity the night before was fuch; aso .exceed all 
the power of defcription. She faid fhe feemed as if hovering 
-between two worlds, with the ftrongeft impreffions of .the 
glories of heaven, and the moft delightful certainty of the 
,anjoyment of them. After this fhe feemed quite compofed till 
'Thurfday morning, faying, “<I have been thinking much 
this morning,if my ‘raptures fhould have been all a de- 
ception told her fhe had-no right to expe¢t it, without 
forme, good reafon, which fhe confefled herfelf utterly unable 

to give. I faid, her reafon was. dlegr—+the foundation: fhe 
built upon, that. which God had Jaid—the built 6n it by 
faith, her profpe&ts of glory were grounded. on the fame as 
all the children of: God had grounded: ¢heirs—and that if fhe 


was deluded, religion was a cheat.—But | added, “Though 
« I confider. your bright- profpects of blifs a peculiar mani- — 
feftation of the grace and goodnefs of God to you in that 
awful hour, my. aflurance of your fafety does not reft upon. 


that; -and I am fully fatished fuch doubts are the 
hope, 1 fhould be 


of fatan’s fuggeftions.”’ 
She faid, If 
diftrafted.”—I t 


had. not mow a -goo 
en enlarged upon many paffages of fcrip- 
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the 


effcéts 


ture, explained many of the characters of the children of | 
God... I read many of the promifes, and proved them made } 
as the | 
pure 


‘to fuch characters as fhe 
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pure in heart, hungering and thirfting after righteoufnefs, 


She was hereby much encouraged, and her faith from that 
time became fready: her comforts grew, and fhe magnified 
‘and praifed God in the midft of her heavy affitctions. She 

_ often expreffed the greateft joy in the divine promifes.— 
“Tam fure,” faid fhe, “ I love Chrift, and I long to love 
“and ferve him more and more.” She often blefied God 
for removing her doubts and fears ; and faid it was what fhe 

had dong, often, and earneftly prayed for, that, if ever fhe 

“was permitted to return home, fhe might go rejeicing.— 
“T have,” faid fhe, “ had fome defire to go back to Don- 
“ ington, -but it is that 1 may tell them what God has done 
_ On the Thurfday evening, after panting all day for alittle 


around her: fhe faid fhe had no relifh for any thing but 
religion: the earneftly exhorted all about her to be watchful, 
diligent, and faithful, in the concerns of religion, in time of 


refleétion, if they came into her fituation: and O! how 
earneftly prefling ‘were all ler words! adding, “I have in 
“ health profetled Chriftianity many years: my conduct was 
“ not outwardly bad, but fuch as would pafs with the world, 
'“ and with profeffors too; but, alas! how carelefs about 
© inward religion! and almott afraid, like a heedlefs tradef- 


“ have had, and the fmart I have felt! and what grace has 
“been manifefted in my recovery and comfort! But, I deg 
of you to take warning by me.” After this fhe went to 


fhe exprefied, in a very lively manner, her fenfe of the 
divine goodnefs. | {ftaid with her: fome time, converfing, 
reading, and praying, with all which fhe was much affected, 
and very happy. In the morning, when I went to her, fhe 
faid, * O how good has my God been to me! He has given 

_ me what I had not the leaft expectation of, the power of 
breathing moderately eafy and fleeping! He is—he always 


: _ “has been, in all my afflictions, a good God to me. O 


|. . “what reafon have 1 to be thankful! and [ hope I am 


She-expreffed the utmoft degree of fatisfaGtion in being at 


Athford, though fhe fhould die there—often exprefled her 


allurance of being on the borders. of everlafting reft, and 
longed fora releafe. On the Friday the faid to me,“ Why do 


you 


breath, {triying in vain-to. fleep, fhe fat with fome friends 


bealth, or it would coft them many a painful and {marting 


«“ man, to examine my own affairs! O the reflections I | 


_ bed, being much ftuffed, and lay awhile eafy; for which - 
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« you weep for me? we fhall foon meet again, never to part. 
_« O my dear brother, I am perfuaded you are now right, and 
“ fafe : hold on, live near to God, whatever you do or omit— 
“keep your accounts well with God, that when he calls, 
“you may be found watching !” ) 


_ She prayed for patience to endure her pain under want of 


breath, which was very great. She) often blefled God, that. 


fhe (who deferved infinitely more than what the felt, for ever) 
fuffered no more; and faid, all her afflictions had been no 
more than the chaftening of a kind and loving Father.— 
‘“T repine not,” faid fhe, * at his, difpenfations: a@// I with 
« is, that he will give me patience and fupport, till it be his 
« will to deliver me once for all.” ae 

She then dofed much, and, at intervals, complained that 
fhe had been roving in her fleep about worldly things, which 
_ gave her pain, faying, “ I wifh not to fleep,—I with to be 
“always meditating, and converfing about the love of 
«¢ Chrift.”” She was content to die without the fight of her 
hufband, if it were the will of God; and earneftly prayed, 
if it fhould be fo, that the Lord would fupport him under 
the heavy trial. Thus was fhe perfectly untied from this 
world, drinking ‘in the confolations of the divine promifes, 
realizing the undeclining glories of the fkies, and courting 


the laft enemy, Death.—She exprefled her views of the 


{peedy approach of death.- 1 went to prayer, and fhe feemed 
compofed. About an hour before fhe expired, fhe faid, 


“ Come, Lord Jefus, come away; 
“ “Take me-to the realms of day.” 


We afked her if fhe had any thing to fay to be told her 


hufband. She faid, No: fhe left him and her child in the: 


hands of him who would keep them; and as to her body, fhe 
cared not about it, where it was laid: fhe would not have 
it removed to Donington. Soon after, fhe begun to grow 
cold. “ Now,” fhe faid, “ it is almoft done. Death has 
“ made his entrance—| feel him creep—he is now doing his 
“ Jaft office—he can do no more.’”’—-——— She then faid, 


“ Yonder fee my Jefusitands, 


“© Holding out to me his hands: 
Culling, come, my fifter, come, 
“ Weicome to thy endlefs home.” 


Very foon after, fhe fell afleep in Jefus, without a ftruggle | 


oF a groan. 


Through 


= 


= 


| 
ha 
4 
j 
| 
rs 
| 
| 
ty 
| 
3 
| § 
| 


233 CHARACTERS. 


Through all her afflictions here, fhe was.an amiable pats 


tern of patience, humility, refignation and watchfulnefs ; and 
ee God blefied her in her laft moments in An eminent manner. 
| She was an honour tothe religion of Jefus—fhe was, in a 
word, that “ blefied fervant, whem the Lord, wv 

found watching.” 


enhe came, 


WILLIAM PICKERING, 
Afiford, Aug. 26, 17946 


LONDON, May 16. 


We are happy to have the pleafure-to inform our readers, 
that on Saturday Jaft the treafurer of the Miffionary Soci- _ 

ety received the following interefting letter from Capt — 
‘Wilfon, of the Miffionary Ship Durr. 


TO JOSEPH HARDCASTLE, 


DEAR SER, 


I WROTE jyow laft from Rio Janeiro, dated the rsth 
of November, which I hope you received, informing the fos 
ciety how kind our heavenly Father had been in wafting us 


fo far in perfect health and fafety. We can now farther fay; 
_ from experience, that he .has never left us from that time'to 
this. At prefent I can only give you the outlines of our voy- 

_ age, which, no doubt, you will be all glad to hear. 


After receiving a plentiful fupply of every thing needful 


‘(which I was enabled to pay for, having. eafh.of my own); 
we left the port on the 19th. From that time to the 8th: of 


December nothing material happened, only the weather get 


_ ting gradually colder. But the Lord fhewed us we were go- 


ing the wrong way, by fending a fevere gale from the fouths 
We could now fee that to beat round Cape'Horn would be 
folly to attempt. After fhipping feveral heavy feas, by 


which we loft, fome of our ttock, we bore up to-go by 
_ the Cape of Good Hope. This was a great trial, being, i 
Tat. 395 and long. 50 W. and having now a line to run of 
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g62 degrees of longitude, befides latitude. However we 
had foon reafon to rejoice; for by the 24th of January, #7973 
we were it longitude 133 E. Had we lain to another night, 
‘ere we bore away, we muft have loft all our ftock; inftead 
of which, the miilionaries had frefh meat twice a week, (be- 
fides dining with me as before related) all the way; and 
though we had repeated gales, we never had occafton to bat- 
ten down our hatches one: add to this,»the ineftimable blef- 
fing of the public ordinances of our God, and the miffiona- 
ries every means of improvement. Refpecting fome thin 


that happened on the voyage, you muft ftay till I have the 


happinefs of once moie feeing you, which | truft will not be 
yong after, you receive this“ “Thus were we carried along 
in a moft pleafing manner. On the 30th of January we 
rounded New Zealand, and the 4th of March made Ota- 
heite ; but, from various winds, we did not anchor in Mata- 
via till the Oth, where we were received in the moit friendly 
manner... 
Here mark the dealings of Divine Providence—a large 
houfe, which the natives had built for Capt. Bligh, was juft 
-finifhed, the whole ifland in perfect peace, Pomarree and his 
— fon Otoo ‘being abfolute fovereigns of the whole ifland, and 
likewife Eimco. ‘Thus our bufinefs was expedited; for 
inftead ‘of many chiefs, as we expected, we had only to make 
our errand known to Pomarree. ‘This we were fully able 
to do, our God having kept two Europeans for the purpofe, 
the others having gone to Europe. One of thefe, whofe 
name is Peter, had left the Dzedalus, the other, named An- 


drew, was caft away in the Matilda, and had been five years — 


on the ifland—both could talk the language fluently. Our 
reafons for coming were no fooner made known to Pomarree, 
than he faid we fhould not only have the houfe, which is a 
hundred feet by forty, but that all Matavia fhould be given 
to the Englifh, which was accordingly done in the moft fors 
mal manner. 


After having thus fucceeded far beyond our expeétations, it 


is now neceflary that I fhould acquaint you, that fome time 
before we made the land, the miffionaries had divided in the 
fdllowing manner: eighteen for Otaheite, befides the women 


and children; ten for the Friendly iflands; and two for the — 


Marquefas: this being the cafe, we had no time to fpare: 


therefore, as fobn as | faw them in their commodious houfe, 
we failed for Eimeo, with a view to get the fhip ready, but 


more particularly to fee how the natives would behave dur- 
Ng the abfence of the fhip. _ After fiye days we returned, 
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and found leer all well, the natives having treated them 
with the utmoft kindnefs, 

Having no time to (pare, we riddle all (ail for the F riend] 
ilands ; this was the 26th of March ; the 1{t of April, made 
Palmeriton iflands; and on the gth, Tongatabo; the next 
day we anchored about the place where Capt. Cook lay, ac- 
cording to his bearings. ‘Ihe anchor was no {fooner .gone, 
than the fhip was furrounded with canoes, and a number of 
chiefs came on board, who informed us that two Europeans 


_were on the ifland, and to our great joy they foon afterwards 
‘made their appearance; but of all the men we ever faw, 


thefe were certainly the moft wicked looking fellows; and 
they foon gave us proof they were as bad as they appeared to 


be: one of them was an [rifhman, named John Kennelly: 


the other, Benjamin Ambler, of London: they-told a ftrange 
ftory refpecting their coming to thefe iflands; but this was a 
matter of little conlequence to us, firmly believing that the 
Lord had fent them as our interpreters; for though we had 
provided, we thought, fufficient inftruments for the pur- 

pofe, by bringing Peter and two Otaheitans with us, we 
fhould have been much at a lofs, the language differing fo 
much, that they could not underftand one word in ten: but 
thefe two men, Ambler and Kennelly, who had been thirteen 
months on the ifland, could talk the ippguage well. After 
fome time our bufinefs was partly told them; they readily 


agreed to give all the afliftance in their power. After giving 


them and the chiefs preients, they all ‘Went on fhore, highly 
gratified apparently. | 

Very early the next morning, we were furrounded by a 
prodigious quantity of fingle canoes, befides ten or twelve 


-_Jarge double ones. From the peaceable manner in which they 
left us the night before, we had not the leaft fufpicion, until 


the two Europeans came and told us, they intended to take 


ae the fhip. This, you may eafily conceive, alarmed us much, 


We got the people to their quarters as privately as poilible. 
After getting thus ready, we {caled two of our guns; on this 
the large canoes began to fheer off, and a number of the 
fingle ones followed; whether their intention was really to 
attack us we know not——but it was very alarming to fee fo 
many canoes and people round the veiiel, prefenting their: 


clubs and fpears for fale, which might 1 in a moment ke turned 


againit us. 
Our fears in a great lilieee being done away, Ambler 
pointed out four chiefs, which he faid were the only ones we 


need to care for, ‘Tibo Mamoe. was then at the ‘poy of 


death, 
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death, and his fon Tuga-howé, the leaft of the four, would | 


certainly fucceed his father; for though it was not his by 


right, yet, he being the greateft tyrant, none dare oppofe 


him (which was actually the cafe); he therefore would re- 
commend the miffionaries being placed under his care: after 
talking with them on the fubject, they readily agreed to go, 
I told them that they could not expect to keep their cheits, 
and if they were the leaft afraid, 1 would take them back to 
Otaheite; their anfwer was, the property was only a fecon- 
dary object with them, that they would go with an humble 
dependence on that God, that had brought them fafe over the 
mighty ocean, and had enabled them to leave their country 


and friends. After a moft folemn feafon in prayer, fix of . 


them went with the chief and Ambler, but not before they 


promifed they fhould want for nothing; the other chiefs 


wanting each to have one, but we thought it beft for the pre- 
fent they fhould be all together, promifing them that when 
the fhip returned, if they then chofe to feparate, each fhould 
have fome of them; this fatished them all. After receiving 
prefents, they all went on fhore before dark, and all the ca- 
noes left us. The next morning we weighed, and run fur- 
ther out, that we might have plenty of room, in cafe of an 
attack, About noon two of the miffionaries returned,with 
the pleafing intelligence that the natives did not attempt to 
fteal, but treated them with the greateft refpeét; we then 


loaded the canoes with the remainder. of their things, and 


with fuch ftores as they thought they would want. ie) 

We now got under weigh to endeavour to find a channel 
to the weftward of the {pot where Capt. Cook got aground: 
after fome time a very good one was found, which we failed 
through; this we conceiyed to be a valuable acquifition, as 
we fhould now, in cafe of being attacked, be able to fail out 
of the harbour, either to the eaft or wett. Being now with- 


out the reefs, we intended to fpend two or three days, to fee 


how the natives would behave to our people; but the Lord 
faw fit to fend us a fmart gale from the north-weft, fo.that 
at day-light we found ourfelves in a critical fituation, not 
being able to weather the reefs on either tack; but to our 
comfort we juft fetched the channel which we had only difco- 


vered the day before; thus we narrowly efcaped fhipwreck; - 


and before we had cleared the harbour we caft 
away the fecond time. What caufe have we to praife our 
God, for thus preferving us in fuch imminent danger! Hav. 
ing now cleared the harbour, April 16th, we made the beft 
of our way towards the Marquefas, with the only two miffion- 
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anchored in Refolution Bay, after a long difagreeable paflage 
of fifty days. Our rigging being now in a bad ftate, it was 
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aries on boerd, Meff. Harris and Crook. The fair wind 
lafted fix days, and was fucceeded by hard gales from the 


-ealtward; fo that on the 6th of May we were only in 206 
of longitude, and 39 fouth latitude, ve 


On the 23d of May we difcovered two iflands, which we 
endeavoured to land upon; but the natives, from their hoftile 
difpofition, prevented us. We named one the Crefcent, 
from it’s fhape; the other, after Sir Charles Middleton: they 
Jay in lat. 23. 12. fouth—long. 226. 15. eaft. The next | 


_ day difeoyered another, which we named after Admiral Gam- . 
bier, lat. 21. 36.—long. 225. 40. eaft; and on May 29th 
_difcovered another, which we called after our friead Mr, 


Searle, Jat. 18. 18. fouth—long.. 224. 12. eaft; and on the 
4th of June made | the | ifland Chriftiana, and the next day 


ge 


neceflary to get it on deck. | fhall only remark that on 
getting the fore fhrouds down, we found two of them gone, 


-.. fo that, had we been on the ftarboard tack, initead of the 
Jarboard, during the gales we had on this paliage, we muft 
have been difinafted. O what caufe of gratitude for all His 


kindnefs to us! We no fooner arrived, than we were vifited 


“by many of the natives, and amongtt them the chief, whom, 


after a few vifits, we gave to under(tand that the two miffion- | 


aries were to flay with him, On hearing thjs he could not 
contain himfelf, but jumped about the cabin for joy. He 
faid they fhould have a houfe, and that they fhould never want 
while he had to give, which we have reafon to believe will be 


4 


The young lad Crook went immediately with he id : 


but Harris ftaid on board to get the ready things, as he faid: 


however, I am forry to fay in this place, that though he was 


the firit that propofed coming to thefe iflands, and was the . 
_ caufe of two others not coming, he feemed now to have loft 
his miflionary fpirit, which was vifible to every one, though 


he denied it. After a little time he went on fhore, but with 
fuch a gloomy countenance, that the natives foon took a dif- 
like to him; the young lad, on the contrary, was cheerful and 
obliging, fo that the whole village was remarkably fond of | 
him. This being the cafe, | was under the neceffity of car- 
rying Harris back to Otaheite. I would have brought Crook 
away likewife, but he begged to be left, which was agreed 
to; and I have no doubt but that he will prove a bleffing te 


thofe poor, good-natured Heathens, 


Hay- 
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Having now refitted our rigging, and fupplied Crook with 
every thing needful, we took an affe€ionate leave of each 
other, and failed for Otaheite the 27th of June. In our 


way we took a view of Trevenen’s, and Sir Henry Martin’s 
iflands, and arrived in Matavia the 6th of July, when I 


found them all well in health, with one more in number 
than I left, Mrs. Henry being delivered of a fine girl. 
They had differed amongft themfelves, which I endeavoured 
to make up. I began dividing the property, which I found 
a very difagreeable tafk: this took up all the time I was 


hefe, and I got through it apparently much to their fatif- 
faction. | | 


Having now completed our bufinefs, we took leave of out — 


dear friends and the kind natives the 4th of Auguft, toushed 
at Hauhine, which was in a dreadful ftate, owing to their 
wars. From this we made Palmerfton ifland, and planted 


bread fruit, plaintains, and Ava trees ; and on the 18th of © 


_ Auguft anchored off Tongabatoo, nearly in our old birth; 

where we were foon vifited by our dear people, who informed 
us they were all well (except one), and how the Lord had 
preferved them from the machinations of their countrymen, 
who had done all in their power to make the poor heathen 
deftroy them, and that fome of them had feparated with a 


view to counteract their villainous plots. During my ftay | 
Meffrs. Buchanan and Galton went to live with another 
chief, which I truft will not only be the means of gaining 


their affetions, but will likewife facilitate the knowledge of 
the language, which is of the greateft importance. After 
doing every thing in our power for them with the chiefs, and 
dividing the articles, we parted, with many tears on both 
fides. I brought away Mr. Nobbs, by their advice, as he 
had not his health from the time he landed. Our intention 
was now to touch at the Fegee iflands, and, if poffible, to 
have fomé intercourfe with the natives. Onthe 7th of Sep- 
tember we left Tongataboo, and on the gth, in the evening, 
made the Fegees ; but, after fix days toil, trying to find an- 
chorage, we were under the necefflity of quitting them without 
finding any, er having any intercourfe with the natives, yet 
‘not before we ftruck on a coral rock, but got off without re- 
ceiving any damhage. I believe no iflands in the world are 
fo hemmed in with dangerous reefs. We pot into the mid- 
ale of them, and we have reafon to be thankful we got out 
in the manner we did. In fleering to the weftward we 
made the ifland Ruttuma, had a little intercourfe with the 


2 | | | Natives, 
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_ ever will be, the fincere prayer of, | 


G. Kea on, f+ Wilkinfon, Cooper, Galton. 
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natives, who feem to be of the fame race with the Friendly 
iflanders : they talk the fame language, and their canoes are 


of the fame conftru@tion. From this we intended making 


the beft of our way to the Pellews, but from variable winds 
and calms, we did not reach them till the 7th November, 


and then, from the ftormy appearance of the weather, we | 


did not think it prudent to ftay ; therefore, after a little in- 


_tercourfe with the natives, we proceeded on our way to this 
port, with a view to fend you intelligence, if poflible, by the 


firft fhip. We found on our arrival at Macao, which was 
the 21ft of November, that we could not proceed to Wam- 
poo without an authority from the Hoppo, becaufe we had 


-nocargo. Finding a fhip had been detained a month, I 


went toCanton, by which means we got permiffion. The 


14th inftant anchored at Wampoo. There are three of the 
lait year’s fhips ready for fea, but I prefer fending you this 


by a Danith fhip—there are four dire& fhips arrived. My 
nephew received a few lines from you and Mr. Fenn, but | 


I have not received any: three of the packets are not yet 


up, and [ could not think of lofing this opportunity. 

This brief relation, I hope, will be fatista@tory to all our — 
dear friends, but you muft make great allowances for the 
writer.—Shall conclude with only obferving, that as our work 


has been great, having been eleven months out of fourteen 


at fea, the wear, &c. of fails has been in proportion. We 
never fplit a fail, nor carried away amaft. The feamen 
and officers are in the fhip, and all well, except William 
‘Tucker, feaman, who ran from the fhip. I can give you 
no idea when we fhall leave this place. To me it is the 
worft part of the voyage, having to affociate with the pro- 
feffed enemies of my Lord, and frequently I am the butt 
of the whole company. 
May the Lord increafe your zeal, and prefent you with 
fuch inftruments as he will own and blefs. ‘This is, and 


Sir, 

Your affeCtionate fervant, 
Canton, Dec. 16, 1797: WILSON. 
__P.S. The following miffionaries were left at the Friendly — 


Iflands, by which you will know the names of thofe left at- 
Oraheite. 


J. Buchanan, D. Bowell, §. Harper, W. Shelly, S. Keifo, 
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I brought with me from the Friendly iflands, Nobbs, 
from his bad ftate. of health, and Dr. from Ota- 


heite, 


A RELIGIOUS INTE LLIGENCE. 


| 


To the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine 


Sir, 
ON reading the third number of the General Baptift Ma- 


pazine, | was particularly firuck with the difference between 
the Magiftrates on the Bench of Juftice in 1662 (See p. go.) 
and the worthy Magiftrates on the Bench in 1798.—I con- 
 gratulated myfelf and my brethren, who have the happinefs 
to live under Magiftrates whofe condué reflects honour on 
themfelves, and enfures the welfare of fociety, as they are 
<a terror to evil doers, and a praife to them bi do well.” 
~The cafe I allude to is as follows: 
Some of our friends at Portfmouth licenfed a houfe at 
‘Kingfton, in the parifh of Portfea, about two miles from 
Portfmouth, for divine worfhip on Sunday evenings. In 
the winter, the room and paflage were generally filled with 
hearers. Some perfons, however, began to be in the habit 
of making difturbance. “They were warned of the confe- 
quences, if they perfifted—they did perfift. One of them 
- was put out of the houfe in time of fervice for his bad be- 
haviour—he came another night, and made a noife—he was 


ordered out—he went, and twice flammed the door after — 


him, then kicked it twice with great violence, and went 
away. ‘The peace of the congregation being thus difturbed, 

application was made to the mayor, for a warrant again‘ this 
offender—there were others, againft whom legal evidence 
could not be clearly brought home. ‘Ihe mayor, Stephen 
—Gazelee, Efg. declared, | that religious worfhip | muft be held 
facred, and that he would no more countenance a violation 
of that right amongft Diffenters, than in the Church of kng- 
land, to which he belonged.— The delinquent was brought 
into court, placed at the bar, and the evidence againft him 


being conclufive, the mayor, in a very fenfible addrefs of con- 
fidcrable length, pointed out to him the enormity of his of- - 


fence, and told him he had no more right to difturb the wor- 
fhippers of God in a licenfed houfe, than he had to difturb 


thofe who worfhipped God in St. Paul’s church, i in London. — 
The worthy Magiirates on the Bench were unanimous in. 


infilting on his being bound over to ) take his trial at the 
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_ quarter feffions, himfelf in tool. ‘and two fureties in sol. 
each. his was done. But before the feffions commenced, 
application was made to the profecutor to make the matter 
up, with profeffions of forrow, and promifes of never re-_ 
peating the offence. As this ftep had put an end to all dif- 
turbance of worfhip, and as nothing was wanted but the. 
peaceable enjoyment of the rights of confcience, the profe- 
cutor entreated leave of the mayor to withdraw the profecu- 
tion, which his worfhip confented to, undér thefe exprefs. 
conditions: that the offender fhould again be brought into 
court, that he might be again admonifhed, and made to pay 
the expences already incurred, and to acknowledge his of- 
fences, and promife amendment in the newfpapers, that 
others might take warning, and fo be guarded againft com- 
mitting the like offence. This was thankfully complied 
, with by the offender, rather than pay the penalty of twenty 
|| pounds ; and the following is the copy of the advertifement 
the Portfmouth Gazette of April 23s the 
\\| of which he paid for. 


«PORTSMOUTH. | 
1, James Morley, do hereby acknowledge that I did, 
\| #6 on Sunday, the 25th day of February laft, willingly and 
| “© of purpofe, come into a certain congregation permitted by 
| *€ the A& of Toleration, within the parith of Portfea, and 
) ‘the faid borough, of which Mr. George Kingeford is mi- - 
, ‘** nifter, and did then and there difquiet and difturb the 
| fame; and having frequently fo done before, and been in — 
«© vain cautioned again{t fo doing, I am now under profecu- 
, ** tion for fuch offences; but the profecutors having given up | 
© all farther. proceedings, upon this my acknowledgment, 
_ that my condu@, as ftated, has been highly improper and 
unlawful; I fincerely promife never to do the like again ; 
and confent that this my {ubmiflion be -publithed once in 
** the Portfmouth Gazette. 
James Morley. 


i Should you think it may be ufeful to infert the above in 
your will oblige 
i! A CON STANT READER. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


the Editor the General Bapt if Magecin. 
I. Ry 


Tue a do@trine which your fenfible correfpondii Penelope 
fuppofes implicd in the paflages of {cripture to which fhe re-— 
fers, ‘* that there is an appointed time fixed for men to die,” 

and to which all fhall infallibly arrive, appears.to me con- 
trary to fcripture, and no juft inference from the texts fhe 
mentions. But while I thus freely declare my private opi- 
nion, and endeavour to fupport it, I hope Penelope a 
excufe any thing that may not feem fufficiently refpe&tful ; as 
I think fhe has done the world a fervice, by bringing da: : 
wards, in fo candid a manner, a fubje€t which is, perhaps, © 


too generally mifunderftood ; efpecially as the confequences 


of fuch miftakes have fometimes been ferious. 
1. There are many paflages of fcripture which promife 


length of days,” ‘* prolongation of life,” &c. as the re- 
- ward of obedience, and others which threaten ‘* fhortnefs 


§* of life,” ‘* not living out half his days,” &c. to.the wicked, 
Thefe promifes and threatenings feem incapable of being re- 
conciled with the idea ‘‘ that there is an appointed time irre- 
vocably fixed for men to die.”’ For on that fuppofition, 
how could obedience or difobedience affe& the duration of © 


life ? That the moral aétions of men are abfolutely fore-or- 


dained, Penelope will, I am perfuaded, be unwilling to al- 
low ; as that doétrine at once deftroys all freedom of will, 
and makes God the author of fin. But length of days and 
fhortnefs of life are fometimes made, by Infpiration itfelf, 
to depend on the moral ations of men; the period, there- 
fore, of every man’s death cannot be fixed by any irrevoca= 


ble appointment. 


2, Let us now, Sir, briefly examine the authorities which 


induced yaur correfpondent to favour an opinion fo contrary | 
to the word of God. 


J will not affront her good fenfe by {pending any time on 


the. “ very common expreffion” fhe hints at. She knows 


well, that, in matters of this nature, adages, though 


. €yer fo common, deferve no regard, any further than they 
are fupported divine authority. 


The 
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The ‘© appointed time,” mentioned Job xiv. 14. moft naz 


-turally refers to the ‘* fet time” in ver. 13. and the fenfe 


of both verfes may perhaps be paraphrafed thus, ‘* Grant, 


«¢ O Lord, that I may be hid in fome fecret and fecure 


¢* place till this ftorm of thy wrath be over. Fix fome cer- 
«« cain Kmits to it’s duration, and appoint fome time when | 
«¢ | may expect thou wilt remember and deliver me; and | 


- €¢ then, though I have not long to live, and cannot ha 


«s death revive again on earth, to enjoy thy favour, yet I will | 
es refignedly wait till that appointed time come when I fhall 


_ #¢ experience this happy change of circumftances.” 


‘The sth verfe of the fame chapter feems much more to 


favour the doéirine, againft which we militate, than any 
‘that has been mentioned. ‘* Seeing,” fays Job, ‘* his days 


¢* are determined, the number of hts months are with thee, 
¢¢ thou haft appointed his bounds that he cannot pafs.”” 
Though Penelope does not mention this text, yet as it may. 
poffibly bewilder fame ferious minds, you will permit me, 
Sirs to make a remark or two upon it. 

Job, finking under the weight of his unparelleled fuffere 
ings, prays for a releafe from them, and urges his requeft 
from thé confideration of the natural fhortnefs of the life 
of man, and the impoffibility of prolonging it beyond it’s 
ufual bounds. And the whole import of his expoftulation 
may be thus fummarily expreffed, ‘* Thou knoweft, O great 
¢¢ Creator of all things, how fhort the fpace is, to which oh 
*¢ haft confined the life of man; and how impoffible it is, 
‘< according to the laws of nature, to ftretch it’s duration 


beyond what thou haft appointed ; fuffer me not to 


confume all my threefcore years and ten in fuch racking 
‘* torment, but grant me a little refpite before I leave this: 
¢*¢ world, and return no more. 

The phrafe of David, to which Penelope refers, contains 
a glorious truth, but I fee no conneétion that it has with ape 
pointed times. Our times and all our affairs are certainly in 
the hands of the Almighty, and at his difpofal; and we 
ought cheerfully to truft him with the management of them, 
and to rejoice that we are not left to our own direction. 

If thefe hints be of any ufe in removing Penelope's ~ 


doubt, it will, Sir, be very eaiteiiilc to yours, 


May 16, 1798. 


SACRO BOSCO. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


the Editor of the General Magazine. 


SiR, 


I HAVE long hoped that fome notice would have been. 
taken of the query of P. B. refpecting atonement, in the 


firft number of your valuable Magazine. As your more 


learned correfpondents, however, have hitherto neglected it, 
you will perhaps permit a novice in divine things to drop a 
_ few hints on fo important a fubject. 


P. B. fays that he had confidered “ atonement and fatif- 
“ faction to divine juftice as fynonymous expreffions.” 
When the word is applied to the death of our bleficd Saviour, 


he is, I think, pretty right. The exact fignification of the © 
term, appears to be, fomething done or fuffered to make amends — 


for a crime committed. It. feems always to fuppofe guilt in 


the perfon for whom the atonement is made; and this per- 


haps is what chiefly ware ey it from aranfom. For a 


ranfom be defined, a price paid to a perfon that 


holds another in bondage as @ condition of deliverance s and 


does not neceflarily imply any guilt in the perfon for whom } 


the ranfom is paid. A careful perufal of thofe paflages in 


_ the Old Teftament where the word atonement is ufed, will, 
it is thought, illuftrate and confirm the fenfe firft itated. 


We fhall mention one. Saul had committed a crime againft 


the Gibeonites, by treating them contrary to the oath of the 


which Nyael had fworn to them. David, in order to 
avert the puniffment to which this breach of faith had ex- 


pofed himfelf ant his "pre fends for the Gibeonites, and | 
do for you?” wherewith fhall I . 


enqui-es, What fhall 
“ make the atonement?’ They, incenfed againft the author 
of the injury, fequire permiffion to hang up ten men of Saul’s 
fons; and accept this as a full amends for all the perfecution 
which théy had endured. 2 Sam. xxi. 14. 


ir tranflation of Rom. v. 11. in a manner hardly recon- 


 cilable with the fe:.fe which we have ventured to give it. If 


we examine the original, however, we fhall need no depth 


of erudition to difeover that the difficulty is wholly caufed 


by the miftranflation of the text. Any one, able to diitin- 


the Greck characters, may Convince himfelf that the 
origina! word is xaraAAnyn, the very word which is rendered 
reconciliation 2 Cor. v. 18 and 19, and in many other places, 
and a plain derivative of the verb xal*Asacew, which is 
2M | §wies 


Your correfpondent juftly obferves that the word is ufed — 
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twice in the fame paflage, Rom. v. 10. tranflated “ reconci]- 


ing”? and being “ reconciled.” Nor need a fmatterer in 
Greek to be informed, that this verb is compounded of two 
terms, which literally fignify “ to change back again;’’ that 
is, to bring two parties, who were formerly friends, ybut are — 
now in a ftate of enmity, into a ftate of friendfhip again, — 


Now this ts the obvious import of our Englifh verb to recon-_ 


cile. There can therefore be no doubt but the phiafe ought | 
to be tranflated: as the Vulgate, Beza, Caftellio, and Dr.. 


Doddridge have tranflated it, viz. “ We have received the - 


reconciliation.” 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


| 


IF a better anfwer to Amator be not come @ han the 


_ following hints are fubmitted to your examinatio 


1. The eafieft method that I have feen of reconciling the 
apparent inconfiftency in the account of the melancholy end 
of the traitor Judas, is by fuppofing that, when that unhappy 
wretch had, according to Matthew’s account, tied himfelf 
up, the cord broke, and, as Luke aflerts, he fell on his face, — 
and burft afunder in the middle, and his bowels gufhed out. 
That the original word which our tranflators have rendered 
’* headlong” may, with equal propriety, be tranflated “ on hit 
“ face,” is well known to thofe acquainted with the Greek ; 
and it may perhaps be needlefs to hint to Amator that “ in 
“ the midft” does not refer to the field, but to the body. 
Many traditional accounts of the circumftances attending the 
death of this traitor have been brought to illuftra e thefe paf- 
{ages ; but as the above folution reconciles them without an 


_wrefting of either, it will, perhaps, bz hardly prudent to 


wafte your paper with a detail of them. 


“9. By the expreffion “ delivered to Satan,”'1 Tint. i. 20. 


it-appears to me, that the apoftle intends * cut off from the 
«communion of the church.” By comparing 1 Cor. v. 5, 
with 2 Cor. ii. 6, and 7, it will, I prefume, be pretty evident, 


that the phrafe is not ufed to fignify the inflicting of any bo- 


dily diforder, as fome learned and pious divines have thought, — 
but fome public act of cenfure pafled by the whole church, 


ona perfon whofe conduct had proved him unworthy of a 
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fufficiently fhew that one great defign of this primitive ex- 
communication was to bring the offendet to a proper fenfe 
of his fault, and to a fincere repentance. eae 
"The fenfe, therefore, of the text in queftion may perhaps 
be this: “1 Paul, by virtue of my apoftolic authority, have 
- excluded Hymencus and Alexander from the communion of 
“the church of Chrift, that their difgrace and punifhment 
«‘may teach them not to indulge themfelves in fuch blaf- 
phemous conduct, as they have lately done.” 

3. Amater has left us to guefs at his difficulty refpecting 
1 John v. 16. I fuppofe that he wifhes to be informed 
what is defigned by the fin unto death, for which the apoftle 
does not encourage us to pray. Now our Saviour exprefsly 
declares, Matt. xii. 31. that “ all manner of fin and bla 
& phemy fhall be forgiven unto men, except the blafphemy 
“ aoainft the Holy Ghoft.” This fin alone can therefore ~ 
be faid to be abfolutely unto death, and to this the apoftle 
muft refer. What this fin is, may be gathered from a care-' 
ful attention to the connection of the paflages where it is 
mentioned. It appears to be an obftinate and defigned 
fition to the truths of God as fuch: that is, the finner is fully 
convinced that what he oppofes is the truth of God and the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, and for that very reafon nous 
rifhes an inveterate enmity againft it. | | 

How Chriftians of the prefent age, who have not the gift 
of difcerning fpirits, can abfolutely determine when a perion 
has fallen into this deplorable condition, does not appear fo 
plain, and therefore they fhould be very careful how they deny 
their prayers for any, for whom they may be folicited. _ 

May 15,1798 PHILANDER, | 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
IR, 
ALTHOUGH the fcriptures, as far as they relate to the 
falvation of man, are fo plain that “ the wayfaring man, 
“though a fool, cannot err therein;” yet what Peter fays 
of his beloved brother Paul’s epiftles, muft be acknowledged 
true concerning the fcriptures in general-——“ that there are 
“ many things in them hard to be underftood.”” Amongft 


others, | have long wifhed to know the precife meaning of 
the command given in Luke xvi. 9. “ I fay unto you, make 


to yourfelves friends of the mammon of unrighteoufnefs; 
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952 \@ORBESPONDENCE, 
“that when ye fail, they may receive you i valtaliog 
habitations.” I have leak ome time in my enquiries on 
this paflage,; but have not found any thing altogether fatisface 
tory. Ifany of your correfpondents wili favour me with an 
aniwer, fupported by foiid arguments, they will, I doubt not, — 
-gblige many of your readers, but mare efpecially \ 


| 


To the Editor of the General Buptift Magazine. — 
_ IT ts but a few years fince I firft entered as afervantine 
to a Diflen:ing family, which occafioned my firtt going ta 
the meeting ; and this practice 1 have continued ever finceys 
My miftrefs with whom I now live has many good qualities, — 
but thefe are accompanied with one that c.ufes me a deal 
Of unneceflary trouble. You know, Sir, that love 
to go to the meeting, and wiih to employ «as much of the 
Lord’s day in devotion, reading, &c. as 1 paffibly can; for 
I have fcarcely a minute’s time the reft of the week. This _ 
quality, which is now the fubject of my comploint, is an overs 
or extreme cleanline{s; fo that 1 am under the necef> 
fity (or difoblige my miftrefs) of wafhing, and brufhing, 
&c. on the Lord’s day, when i think | ought to be differently — 
employed, You know, Si, that we /ervants have fouls ta | 
fave, ard a heaven to obtain, as well as our miftrefles; and it — 
is reafonable that a little time be aliow-d us to attend ta © 
them. I cannot help thinking it hard, very bard, that the — 
little we have fhould be fo unneccefiarjly abridged. 1am 
willing to clean and fcour as much as | can on other days, 
but would like to be excufed on the Lord’s day. It would 
accommodate fervants too, very confider.bly, if miftreffes 
would contrive to have their meals on that day as early as © 
poffible, and to have no more ca: pany nor cooking than is “4 
neceflary, as it would give us more time to prepareour pere i, 
fons and minds for appcaring with decency at public wore | : 
fhip, and joining in it to greater advantage. My miftrefs 
takes your Magazine, and f occafionally get a pecp into it, 
‘Thinking that if £ communicated my cafe to you, and you 
fhouid be fo cbliging as to infert it, fome of your more know- 
‘ing correfponde:ts would take the trouble to addrefs miftrefles 
on this fubject; it might catch her eye, and produce a rcforme 
ation much to the credjt of religion, and to the relief of, 
ree _ Honoured Sir, your obedient, humble fervant, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


AGREEMENT OF DISSENTING MINISTERS, 


REV. SIR, 


In confequence a motion at the laft General- Meeting of 


the Proteftant Diffenting Minifters in and about London, at 


Dr. Wiiliams’s Library, for reviving their weekly interviews _ 


on a Tuefday at the coffee. houfe, it was agreed by the Minif- 


ters prefent, that the object was defirable, and might be at~ 
tended with great convenience to themfelves and their coun — 


try brethren, as well as to other friends 


After feveral meetings to carry the above motion into effect, La 
jt was unanimoufly refolved to fend the following notice to 


all the Minitters of the Three Denominations : 


That they have engaged the large upper room at Baker's 
Coffee -houfe, for two hours on every Tuefday, from half an 
hour paft twelve o'clock, free from any expence except what _ 


is voluntary, where your attendance is defired as often as con- 
venient; and you are requefted to acquaint any of your 


‘brethren in the country, as 198 may have opportupity, with | 


this appointment. 

THO. TOWLE. 
Baker's Coffee-houfe, A. REES. 


a Lord’s Day, May 27, Mr. Robert Smith, of Notes 
tingham, preached at nal and Hugglefcoat, and collected, 


for the inftruction of young Minifters, sd 18s. 2d. 


WITNESSES FOR CHRISTIANITY. 
To the EDITOR. 


SIR, 


‘© THE beft Witneffes for Chriftianity are thofe who ex: 
hibit it” s excellency in their lives, and enjoy it’s living com- 
forts in their dying moments. But there is another clafs 
whofe teftimony is of equal, if not of greater, weight—that 


of dying Infidels. From each of thefe I mean to furnifh 


you occafionally with inftances ; and be Da for the fake 
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of the deri from contrait, Chriftians and Infidels 
will be claffed in pairs. 

«¢ The late Lord P— turned Deift, and carried his enmity oo 
and ridicule of religion to an uncommon height. Uponhis 
death-bed, however, he found no confvlation eitherin his _ 
conduct or his principles; but was full of horror in the 
profpects of futurity. While thus agitated, he defired a per- 

fon to go into his library and fetch the ‘* Curfed Book,” which _ 
had perverted him to Deifm. At firft it could not be found ; 
but he declared he could not die till it was deftroyed. At 
length the book was brought, and with a mixture of horror 
and revenge he tore it to pieces, and committed it to the 
-flames. Now, reader, for the contratt. 
~ -« Dr. Leechman, late Principal of the college of Glaf- 
gow, at the clofe of his life, thus addreffed the fon of a wore © 
thy nobleman who was defigned for the church, and the early 
rt of whofe education had been much under the Doctor's 
eye: ‘* You fee the fituation I am in: I have not many days 
¢o live; [am glad vou have had an opportunity of wit- | 
neffing the tranquillity of my laft moments. But it is not : 
tranquillity. and compofure alone ; it is joy and triumph 
6 jt is complete exultation.” His features kindled, his voice | 
rofe as he fpdke, ‘* And whence (fays he) does this exulta- 
¢¢ tion fpring !—From that Book (pointing to a Bible that lay” 
ona table)—from that Book, too much neglected indeed, 
¢¢ but which contains invaluable treafures! treafures of joy 
«¢ and rejoicing ; for it makes us certain that this mortal fhall 


put on immortality.” 
JOD.” 


~ « FOR fome years before the late Rev. Mr. HERVEY’s 
} death he vifited few of the principal perfons in his neighbour- | 
_» hood. Being afked, ‘ Why he {fo feldom went to fee the 
| . neighbouring gentlemen, | who yet fhewed him all poffible 
efteem and refpeét he anfwered, can hardly name a | 
‘ polite family where the converfation ever turns upon the 
» * things of God. I hear much frothy and worldly chit-chat, 
"© irae not a word of Chrift; and I am determined not to 
vifit where there is not room for my Matter as as 
¢ felf.’ 


| 


ADMIRAL Le Lord DUNCAN is well fhown to bea 

man equally eminent for piety as for courage, and an inftance 

that Chrittianity docs not produce pufillanimity. Previous 
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to the late ation, during.the awful moments 5 of preparation, 
he called all his officers upon deck, and in their 


proftrated himfelf in prayer * before the God of Hofts, com-_ 


; ‘ mitting himfelf and them, with the caufe they maintained, 


‘to his fovereign protection, his family to his care, his foul — 


‘and body to the difpofal of his providence s then rifing 
‘from his knees gave the word 

may {neer at this, and cold-hearted Chriftians charge it with 
enthufiafm ; but it reminds us of many great names of former 
times, at once diftinguifhed for piety, patrioti{m, and valour. 
Guftavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, the great hero of the 


Proteftant caufe in the laft century, was remarkable for pre- _ 


facing his vitories with prayer. ‘ The greater the army of 

‘ prayer is, (he would fay) the greater and more certain fhall 

‘be the victory: he that prays diligently hath already, in 
‘part, overthrown the enemy.”—lIt is faid of his prefent 

Majefty’s grandfather, (George II.) that during war time he 

would conftantly be in his clofet between five and fix, winter 

as well as fummer, pray ing for the ¢ fuccefs of his fleets and 
armies.” 


Wi R egifer. 


i 


OBITUARY. 


| 


Ox Lord's day, April 22, 1798, died, 


Mr. William Ward, of Ibftock, in the county of Leicefter, 


aged fixty-fix years. 


He was a man of refpectable family, and preatly efteemed 


from his earlieft days. When young, he was ferioufly af- 
feted with a fenfe of fin, and confcious that his own right- 
eoufnefs was too defective to juflify him in the fight of a 
holy God, and was confiderably alarmed on that account ; 
but knew not what he muft do to be faved, nor where he 
muft obtain that knowledge. (He was brought up a fteady 
_ churchman, but there he did not find reft to his foul.) He 


emploved himfclf in reading and prayer, and had a {trong 


impreffion to hear the General Baptifts. He went, and not 
in vain; for there he found what gave him peace. In a 
little time he was baptized and joined the church at Barton, 


and continued a fteady member tu his eying: day, wrthout 


He 


one rebuke, 


or the attack.’—Infidels | 
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He did not pofifs, in a very high degree, thofe talents 
which make a man fplendid and popular; but a meek and 


quiet fpirit was confpicuous in his whole behaviour. For 


fobriety, fincerity, candour, juttice, meeknefs, kindnefs, be- 


nevolence, refignation, humility and patience, he had, per- 
haps, few equals. Many children thed tears at his funeral. 
I might mention many cireumftances to illuftrate and 


confirm the excellency of his charaéter, were it neceffary or 


expedient ; two fliall fulfice: and thefe will exhibit his fer- 


vent charity. An exertion was thought expedient to raife a 
_ eonfiderable fum of money. (See page 160 of the General 


Baptifi Magazine.) He's with feveral others, was confulted 


_@n the occafton. He readily and heartily efpoufed the plan, 
and mentioned a handfome fum. When the money was 
wanted, he was difappoinced of fome which he expected to 
rective, but he 


lutely would pay intereft for his own money, till it was con- 


roufly gave the truftees a note, and refo-. 


venient to make good his fubfcription. 2 

Another cafe | well remember, fomewhat Smitor. A 
worthy brother was in difficulties, and a few of the friends 
thought well to relieve him without making the affair known 
tothe church. Among others Mr. Ward was informed of 
it. He readily contributed, and obferved, if that was not 
fufficient, he would give more. At the fame time, he defired 
the perfon employed not to pafs him by in cafes of this na- 


ture ; for he was glad that he had it in his power to help 
_ thers, and fhould be difpleafed if he was not applied to 
_ when affiftance was neceffary: ‘trengthening his injunction 

with the following pertinent obfervation, Where fhould they 


apply but to thofe who have it in their power to affitt ? , 
_ His illnefs was of long continuance, and at times very af. 
fliGtive ; but his patience was remarkable. I viited him | 
‘many times, and always found him ferenely happy. Though 
his earthly veffel was greatly fhattered, yet he was not in a 


troubled fea, but feemed to lie in a quiet harbour. Within 
him was a peaceful confcience, and before him a fmiling 


God. He did not appear to entertain one doubt of a blifs- 
ful immortality. His words were, in general, few, but to 
the purpofe, and carried conviction to the heart, that he had 


built on the right foundation. Chritt Jefus, and him cruci- 
fied, was his only hope, and his confidence in him was firm 


and unfhaken. When the moment of departure came, he — 
appeared to fo and.fo able was his 


exit 
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exit. Let me die the death of the righteous; and let my 
Jaft end be like his.” Ve 
Barton, May 10, 1798. D. 


To the Editor of the General Baplipt Magatine. 


Birch’ schiffe; May 22; 1798. 
DEAR BROTHER; ONE 
_ WHILST I am about to write at this time, I find my. 
eos loaded wih the moft folemni and preffing feelings. The 
Lord has been pleafed to take away from me ‘ the defite of 
mine eyes with a ftroke.”” She finifhed her courfe and I 
hope with joy, April 30, in the evening; and your good 
brother preached her funeral ferrhon, laft Lord’s day, to a very 
crowded atidfente, from 1 Tith. i. 15. The text was her 
own choice. I with it may prove a bleffing to all, both 
faints and finners. She has left feven childten; the young- 
eft was born in January, 1796, at which time the mother’s — 
dying affliGtion took place. She was feized with a pain in 
her leg, a little below the kriee, which, by degrees, fell down 
into the foot, and broke out in running ulcers, which brought 
on a confumption, that has; at length, brought her down to 
the gtdve. [ find the trial a heavy ohe indeed ; but blefied 
_ be his name who hath gracioufly faid, ** Fear thou not, for 
4 T am with thee, be hot difmayed. Tamthy God!” 
In the forrher month of her ficknefs, fhe was oftert caft 
down undet a fenfe of her unworthinefs ahd imperfeétions 5 
but as her hody grew weaker her faith grew {itonger, fo that 
while fhe looked on herfelf as an unworthy, helplefs finnert, 
fhe was enabled to rely upon Chrift a$ her all-fufficient Sa 
_ She eridured her afflictions with patierice, looking off them 
lefs than her iniquities deferved ; fo that, aecording to the apof- 
tle’s words, ** tribulation wrought patience, and patience expe- 
- & rience, and expetierite hope ” She efteemed the followers of 
Chrift her chief friends ; arid it gave her pain of mind when 
any appeared to trifle or walk diforderly. She had a great 
regard for the word of God, fo that as fhe drew near her 
end, the feemed almoft to Jofe her relith for any other books — 
choofing rather to receive divine in ru@tion and confolation 
juft as it came ftom the mouth of Gud. And although fhe — 
was very fenfibie of her many imperfeCtions, and very far 
from 
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from buafting of ed own goodnefs, yet fhe was TN Sp to fay,, 
a little before her death, that fhe could never remember be- 
ing abfent from the Lord’ s table fince fhe became! a member 
of the church (which was more than twenty years) unlefs | 
affliGion, or fome indifpenfible duties, made it neceffary. She 
had no notion of neglecting her own duty, on account of 
any thing fhe faw amifs in others ; but rathcr extraéted good — 
out of the evil, by fetting a daahde guard over hr own 
heart. Her afflidion indeed was long, and often ery pain- 
ful, yet the Lord gave her many intervals of cafe; fo that 
| the often bleffed the Lord that he afflicted her with fuch a, 
er hand ; and feemed quite reconciled to the will of the 
ord, and often expreffed her defire to depart and be with 
him ; and when her ftrength and her voice were almoft ex-. 
haufted the repeated thofe lines of Dr. ibid th with an air of 
fatisfaction and pleafure. 


5 
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Jefus can make a dying bed 

Feel foft as downy pillows are, 
While on his breaft I lean my head, . 
And byeathe my life out {weetly there. 


‘Pray remember me at the throne of grace. 
Your’s cordially, 


SUTCLIFFE, 


— 


"SACRED POETRY, 


’ The following Lines ¢ on the. death of an| Folded inthy mother's arms, — 
ines infant, a fine boy, aged tix months, } She conceives a thoufand charmg, 
gre affectionately. addrefled to the | Latent virtues, {pringing forth, 
_ difconfolate parents, Mr.-and Mrs. Rip’ning into folid worth, | 


by their 
Sympathisi Friend, | Now thy parents” hop¢ and fear 
ANILIUS, Rife by turns, and difappear ; 


And while hope beats ftrong and high, 


4 


S Fear fill whilpeys—¢ he may die.’ 
EE, the little ftranger here, Beauteous bud, of human growth, 
Sparkling i in our lower fphere 5. Ere unfolded into youth, : 
Sipping life’s precarious ftream, Promife of a future flow’ 
Dancing inthe vital beam. Lo! ‘tis blaited in an hour! 
poet infant, ftay awhile, So the rofe, whofe opening bloom. 
et us fhare thy artlefs fmile ; Sheds around a fweet perfume, 
May thy dawning days increafe, Confcious of the genial ray, 


Full of innoce nce and peace, 


Smiling greets the golden day : | 
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Put anon it droops it’s head, 
And it’s crimfon charms are dled 5 
Cruel canker-worm: beneath, 
Shuts it’s foliage up in death! 


So the dewdrops? glift’ning tribe 
Soon the fun’s bright beams imbibe, 
Till his ftrong meridian ray 

Quickly kiffes them away ! 


Striking emblem this of man, 
And his fhort, uncertain fpan ! 
Who juft ftarts to life—-and then 
Haftens out of it again ! 


‘Tranfient vifitant, farewel ! 

Caught above the fkies to dwell ; 
Where, in that congenial clime, 
Thou fhalt bloom in endlefs prime. | 


Weeping parents | ! dry your tears : 
Cherub-like your babe appears : 
Hear him, faying trom his throne, 
« Come, and make my blifs your own. 


© Now with more capacious powers 
«I furvey the heavenly fhores ; 

And my foul, from fqrrow free, 

€ Drinks in full felicity. 


Here I feat my ravifh’d fight 
¢ On the Lamb, with pure delight ! 
© While I fing, in lofty Mays 

6 to his praife 

| 


An Excurfien, 


FOUNDED ON FACTS. — 


An Jlluftration of Jeremiah xvii. 5. 


TIR’D with the din of tools and talk ‘ 
| And hurries of the day, 

took a folitary walk, 
meditate and pray. 


The fun had finifh’d his career, 
And hid his beauteous face ; 

The ev’ning fhades, with brow fevere, 
Came on apace, 


My buf, thoughts the time beguil’d, 
_ And drew me far from home, 
Jato a rural foreft wild, 

toroam, 


| 
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As wand'ring in my lonely way, 
Where chance or tancy led, 
The drowfy bats began tuo play 
Their wings around my head. 


| The owl began her ev’ning cry, 


The nightingale her fong, — 


| The ftars to twinkle in the iky, 


Yet ftill I mus’d along : 


‘Till to arivulet I came, 
Which iffued from a woody 
And there befide the limpid stream 
] meditating {tood. 


Quickly 1 heard an anxious Gch, 
And then a murmur faint 5 
Then from a bofom fwelling high 
Burit out a fore complaint. 


And thus the heavy accents ran, 
Like thunder in a fttorm— 

‘ Curfed is he that trutts in man, 

_ © And maketh flefh his arm !* 


Straight with a melancholy groan 
Fhe fable welkin fhook : 
The forett echo’d with the moans 
F rom her remotetft nook, 


| Then with a voice articulate 


She eas’d her lab’ring breaft, 
And thus the horrors of her ftate 
Moft feelingly exprefs'd 


‘O had I taken this alarm 
‘ Before I felt the woe, 

¢ What racks and tortures had I fcap’d, — 
¢ Which now | undergo ! 


¢] thought my friends had been fuck 
men 3 
‘ As there were none befide ; ; 
‘ But fondly I this judgment form’dy 
‘« Before my friends were tried. 


‘¢ When perfecuted by my foes, 
¢ With virulence and fpite, 

T fought a refuge and repofe, 

« With men of my delight. 


‘ Pleas’d to reflect I ftill had friends 
‘ Toundertake my caufe ; 


‘ And friends who knew the laws; 


‘ Friends who were ready, 
 €Todo the thing that’s right: 

Thefe are the men to whom flee, 
© From all the men of fpight. 


¢ Friends who had hearts to fympathize, 
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¢ A combination of my friends 


Here the tremendous accents ceas'd, 


§* Curfed is he that truftsin man, 
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To thefe I Aled—hepan to tell 
The truth, without difguifeas. 


© They ftopp’d my mouth—upon me fell 


‘ Before my enemies. 


¢ O what athruft into my foul ! 
‘ My very vitals bleed! 


© Has murdcr’d me indeed. 


is 
| 


¢ Plun in the world J 


‘ And to the foreft fly ; | | | 


¢ From vale to vale dittracted run; | 
_ 6 And in the woodlands figh, 


¢ But here, alas! I cannot find 
¢ Tranquillity or reft : 

¢ Flight will not eafe a troubted mird; 
Nor heala wounded breaft. 


€ Incurable are my fad woes : 

© Whocan my burden bear ? 

€ Betray’d by friends, unto my fots, 
¢ My portion is defpair. 


¢ Let others take the warning then, 
This moft divine alarm— 


And maketh fiefh his arm 


€ 


And all was ftill as night. 
Home I return’d with nimble hatte, 
As driven by a fprite, 


But fure I never thal! forget 
The melancholy tale: 

It fettled on me with a weight, 
Which {pirits fail. 


When in my bed I lay me down, 
And fought a little reff, 


- The fighs, the accents, and the groan, | 


My very foul opprefs'd. 


But moft of all the dreadful ban 
Work’d on me like acharm— _ 


And malzeth fiefh Ais arm 


Ye unfofpeting, "ious hearts, 
This leffon is for you! 

Do you bewaré of men of parts, 
Of men of no parts too, 


i 
— 


The heart of hypocrites is deeey 
Forall the bottom’s out: 

W hat you lay up with them te ‘Keep 
Will foon be fpread about. 


| 
: The flatterer is much the fame; 
If he become your friend, 


| Depend upon it, tcorn and fthame 
| Will crown you in the end. 


But moft of all beware of thofe 
Who fhew an envious mind 5 
Thefe are the friends that turn ‘to foes, 


| 
The wortt of afl mankind. 


Thefe have a thoufand chings to 


A thoufand arts to ufe, 


| | A thoufand methods to betray» 


A thoufand to abufe. 


lo trample men of virtue down | | 
ts their ambitious aim ; | 


To rob the rightcous of his crowng 
riot in his fhame, 


who can and before a crew) | 
A crew of envious men ? 
«¢ Curfed is he that trufts in man, I 


holy Jefus they'll purfue, 


Nor reft when hie is | 


j 


Their hearts are petrified to ftone 


+) (if hearts they have at all) : 


They feaft upon a brother's 


| And triumph 1 in his fall. 


| Let 5 your companions be thik good, 
The: pious, wife, and ; 
| But place your confidence in Gods 


ind only in truft. 


He ts an everlatting Eriena, 
‘Fhe fame fromm age to age: 
him, on him alone, depends. 
In ev’ry ftep and ftage. 


His bounty vill your fouls refreflty 

) And all your wants fupply ; : 

While thote who truft an of fief 
Shall in the wovdlands figh. 


FABIS, 
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“MEMOIRS OF THE LATE REV. MR. FRANCIS 
SMITH, BAPTIST ar MELBOURNEs 
IN DERSYSHIRE. 


the Editor of the General Boy Magazin. 


Havinc given you reafon to exped from me fome acs 
count of my late honoured father, now endeavour to fulfil 
cia _ my promife. But I am fenfible of my inability to perform 
this engagement in the mariner I could wifh, or in the man» 

_-fef in which you and his numerous friends will probably | 


z expect to fee it executed. However, if you think it may 
afford any pleafure or proht to your numerous readers, *and 
_ particularly to his more intimate it 1S at your fer~ 
4 “Wice. 


It may alfo be obferved that few written docurtignts exif, 

from which a hiftory of his life cari be obtained. “In recent 

; lives, however, this difadvantage is in a good degree removed, 
by perfonal knowledge, and familiar acquaintance: 
| I wifh likewife to fuggeft that it is far from my intention 
to defcribe a life that no man ever lived, or to undervalue 
the virtues of others; in order to make his appear the more 
illuftrious: practices evidently not uncommon, but ever fo 
be detefted. 
He was born July 2, 1789, O. S. at Melbourne, in the 
sounty of and creditable parents, whofe 
tome 
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temporal circunftances were not above mediocrity, yet by 
induftry and frugality they lived comfortably. 
atid mother were both very fteady and moral in their lives, 


and regular in their attendance on the public miniftration of 


the word at the ettablifhed church. His mother, he believed, 


died happy in the Lord, His parents, more efpecially his 


mother, frequently fpoke to him of death and eternal things, 
when but achild; and I have feveral times heard him relate 
_ the impreffions made upon his mind by this mean, with 

than.fulnefs to God. And I believe the experience he had 
of the good effects of fuch ferious admonitions upon his 


own mind in his younger days, was a ftrong inducement with 


him to purfue the fame conduct towards his children. How 
often has he warned them againft the feducing arts of finners, 
againgt the deceitfulnefs of fin! How often has he, with all 


_ the affection of the moft tender parent, and with eyes overs 
flowing at the fame time with tears, expoftulated with them, 
“ O that [ may meet you at the right hand of Chrift! O if 
fhould hear the Judge fay to depart ! Shall I 


“ child fent down to hell, where he muft abide for ever? 


happy fhall I be to fee you follow Chrift now; 


“fee you truly converted to him hére, and meet you all in 
heaven !” for 

warnings and expoftulations ! May they produce fruit unto 
_ From the fame caufe it was that he wifhed for an opportu- 
nity of inftructing the children of his. flock, and an hour 


on a Lord’s day morning, before public fervice began, was 
devoted to this important work. ‘The tendernefs, the affec. 
tion, and real defire to imprefs their minds, at thefe oppor 


tunities, with a fenfe of the vaft importance of eternal things, 
have frequently witnefled. 

Refpecting his ftate of childhood 1 know nothing impor. 

I apprehend ‘an account of his converfion will be (efpeci+ 
ally to his particular friends) very acceptable; and I feel a 
pleafure in being able to- inform them, that a circumftance 
‘occurred nearly thirty years. ago, which occafioned his writing 
‘down fuch an account, which has been preferved in his own 


shand writing, and will be here inferted. Previous to which, — 
_chowever, it may not be uninterefting to mention the occa- 


fion of his writing this account. In the year 1770 an union 
“was effected among the General. Baptifts in Leicefterfhire, 
 Warwickthire, Nottinghamfhue, Derbyfhire, &c, and thofe 


is father 


Lord, may his children never forget thefe 
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in Yorkfhire, and fome of the churches in the county of 


Lincoln. It was an union which embraced as it’s object, the 


‘ftrengthening the General Baptift intereft, andthe promotion _ 


of the glory of God; and almoft thirty years experience has _ 
invariably proved the utility of the defign, At one of their — 
annual meetings it was propofed (in order to unite their — 
hearts ftill more clofely, as well as their efforts) that, at their — 
next meeting, all the minifters fhould then give, either ver- — 
bally or in writing, the hiftory of their converfion; this — 
rauled my father to write the account above-mentioned, | 


which was read to the affociated Brethren, 


_ My firft convictions were of ;pretty early date in my life: 
J think at about eight or nine years of age. at times 
yery uneafy; infomuch as that I have often wifhed that I had | 
never been born, or that I had been as the beafts that had > 
no foul; .When I :read the fcriptyres or other religious 


books, where I found threatenings denounced againft finners, 
and that fpake of hell and damnation, | have been rey 


affected with diftrefs; not knowing which way I might ef. 


gape the punifhment, which, |] apprehended, was due to-fin, 


Efpecially when I read fome paflages in our Lord’s fermon — 
on the mount, particularly fuch as thefe, “ Whofoever fhall | 
“fay thou fool, fhall be in danger of hell-fire.” And 
again, ** Except your righteoufnefs fhall exceed the righte 
‘ eoufnefs of the fcribes and pharifees, ye fhall in no cafe 
$¢-enter into the kingdom of heaven,” Again, Love your 
s enemies; blefs them that curfe you; do good to them that © 
“hate you,” &c. The breaking of the fabbath, telling a 
lie, and the taking of God’s name in vain, often lay heavy — 
upon my fpirit. The thaughts of death, and of meetin 
judgment, made me fhrink with fear. What to afcribe thefe 
early convictions to I cannot certainly tell; but I rather 
conglude that the inftrymental caufe was the having thefe 
things prefled upon my mind ,in my education under very 


-moral and religious parents, who were often endeavouring ta 


beget in me a fenfe of fin and.of my duty, But it pleafing 
God to call my parents both away from life when I was 
about fixteen years of age, [ was left without a monitor, | 

and went on.to fulfil the defires of my own heart, accord. — 


as corrupt nature di¢tatedjand as opportunity prefented,as 


though 


| 
A fhort Account of the firft Conviftions and Converfion of Fe 
SMITH. 

q | t 


~ 


tervals of. convictions, and that very frequently : fo that, 
_ oftentimes, when my days or nights of pleafure (as they were — 


called) were oyer, | have returned home full, not with fa- 


we 


‘all 


~ 


‘though I had caft off all fear, for about the {pace of fever 
years; at which period, I was arrived to the age of twenty. 


three or upwards; though I muft inform my brethren, that 
in my feyen years ramble in folly, I was not without my in- 


fisfartion, byt with a diftreffed mind, reflecting on my. fol- 


Ties, frighted- at the thoughts of death, and approaching 


jud ment. 


bout this time, and in the midft of = wild career, it 


i happened that the people called Methodifts came into our 


parts, and became particular objects of my feorn and dif. 
pleafure. But it was not-long before one, who had been a 


chief captain in folly in our village, hearing them preach, 
was ftruck with concern. JI, hearing of this; was much fur- 


prifed, and, being a particular intimate, he afked me to go 


_ along with him to hear ; and, through his folicitation, I at laft | 
complied, concluding it could do me no harm. What I 
_ heard wrought fo far with me as to determine to Jet them 
alone: and moreover I thought they fpake of fuch things as 
Ihad not been ufed to hear; particularly that of knowing 
_ their fins forgiven, and of being made holy, both in body 
and fpjrit, fo that no evil thought, temper or defire fhould © 
ever arife to moleft the peace of the foul. Thefe doctrines | 
at firft feemed to me very odd. And moreover it appeared — 


that if thefe things muft be known and experienced by me, 


to be faved was’ next to impoflible; for I found nothing in 
_myfclf but the reverfe of the above ftate. Finding things to 


be thus with me, my fears arofe, like a flood in my foul} for 
how to get rid of thofe evil thoughts and bafe defires, which 


‘were continually ‘crowding into my mind, I could not tell. I 


opened my mind to the people, efpecially to fuch whom I 
thought to be the moft fincere, and who appeared to me to be 
the beft qualified to inform me of thofe things which I then 
fo much defired to know. For I thought if fuch things as 


_knowing my fins forgiven and being holy were here to be 


experienced, it certainly was the moft defirable knowledge, 


‘and the choiceft bleffing in the world; and the finding myielf 
unpoffefied of this knowledge, brought me into fore diftrefs. 


I alfo took the freedom to open my mind to the minifters 


3 that came to preach, in hopes that they weuld {peak fome- 


y fpirit, under it’s diftreffes -and 
elated 


thing that might relieve my f 
agitations, When I had relates 
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my cafe, they advifed me to 
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-ufe the means of grace, (as they called them) fuchaS going - 
to church and facrament, reading good books, fafting and — : 
prayer, &c. and thus be found waiting in the way of divine 
ordinances, and the Lord would furely come, and give me 
- faith; and make me holy. According to the counfel given, 
I aéted to the beft of my power; waiting in this way, for the 
Lord to manifeft himfelf to me. 
In thefe religious practices I continued with great zeal, 

and in great diftrefs, and fluctuation of mind, about the {pace 
of three years, fometimes hoping, fometimes fearing ; for my 
-fenfe of fin was fuch, that my very clothing, eating, drinking, 

and fleep condemned me. For I thought it was nothing elfe 
than feeding and nurfing a body of fin, to make it ftrong to — 
rebel againft God. Amongft the reft of my conflicts, 1 had 
oft times thoughts of laying afide religion, feeing that inftead 
of growing more holy, as I much defired, 1 was daily add- 
ing fin to fin, But were I to proceed to give a circumftan- 
tial account of this part of my life, it would fill a volume. 

| In this uneafy, bewildered condition, I went from place to 

. |; place, to hear the word from perfons of different parties, 

For I had laid afide partiality about fects: the difpofition of 
my mind at that time was fuch, that I cared for nothing, nor 
defired any thing Me far as 1 knew my heart) but to have 
peace and reft in God. It fell in my way often times to hear 
the people called Quakers, and to read their books, as allo 
the works of Jacob Behmen, Mr. Law, and others of the — 

Myftics, whofe writings I read with ftrong intention of mind, 

-defiring earneftly to underftand their myitery, which feemed 
to have a very fair appearance of good in it. But after alf 

my labours and enquiries of this fort, I yet remained under 
my wonted fears about the fafety of my fpiritual ftate, and 

4 thought if I could but be affured where there was a people 
was like minded with the apoftles and primitive Chrif- 


tians, I could gladly fet out on pilgrimage, if it wereto the = 
-fartheft part of the world, to find them, | | a 
In the midft of thefe toffings to and fro, one who had been — 

a hearer along with me, at my firft awakening, told me of 

fome minifters, who attended a people about ten miles from 

us; who, he faid, preached the pure gofpel of Chrift. At the 

{ume time he told me that the doétrine which we firft heard 
was not the gofpel. I thought it-to be a wavering and un- a 
{table mind in him, and feemed as though I did not much re- 

gard him: and more efpecially when he {poke, as I thought, | 

to lightly of that holinefs which J had fo long and fo ear- — 

—neftly 
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pagan of the blood of Chrift, and the nature of faith. 
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meftlyfbeen feeking, and defiring, to qualify me for heaven, 


However, I thought I would go to hear; and accordingly | 


did. The doctrine feemed to adminifter fomething that was _ 


fuitable to my wants; but yet it appeared to be too fuperfi- | 


cial, fo little being faid about inward holinefs. For by this 
time I had heard of people called Antinomians, and was 
much afraid ‘as indeed I ought to be) of being deceived by 


their principles. ut I] continued hearing the word with 
_ great caution for about a year; in which fpace I had much 


seafoning and many fears, whether Chrift crucified alone 
(without any other fitnefs in me than as a poor finner) might 


be trufted to for falvation. For when I confidered my own 
finfulnefs, and the freenefs and fulnefs of Chrift to fave 
_ , fuch, it appeared very grateful, and good tidings, and feemed 


to fuit well. And while under the word I have fometimes 
been almoft perfuaded to believe that my fins were laid on 


‘Chrift, and that God would remember them no more. But — 


the former notions which [ had imbibed, viz. concerning 
fome fitnefs to receive Chrift by an inward difpofition to 
holinefs, fo haunted my fpirit, that I found it very difficult — 
to accept of Chrift, as a complete and all-fufficient Saviour | 
for a loft finner ; though I thought I had no dependence at 


all upon any thing of my own, and did believe that eternal 


life was the gift of God through Jefus Chrift; but durft not 
‘venture to conclude that Chrift was mine, whilft I found fuch 
evil thoughts, fuch unholy defires, fuch want of love to 


_. God, and fuch love to the world, fuch an unrenewed heart ; 


in a word, all manner of evil in me. I alfo heard feveral 
{peak of their joys, and raptures of foul, which they found 


under the word, and of their inflantaneous converfions; but 


my fluggith foul felt none of thefe favours, which often gave 


great concern. I frequently converfed with the brethren 


an the miniftry, about thefe things: they encouraged me to © 
believe the record of God without tegard to qualifications, 


 otherwife than-as being a poor perifhing finner, but having 
‘a defire to repofe my foul in him, whom I believe to be Je- 


hovah, my righteoufnefs ; who was delivered for my offences, 


and was raifed again for my juftification. TThrough conftantly 


attending on the word, and converfation with friends, and 

“diligent fearching the fcriptures, I received farther light, both | 
as tothe miftakes [ had been in, my ignorance of the ferip- 
‘tures, the nature of divine grace, the neceffity, and alfo the 


ut as to the precife time, {cripture, or fermon, in which 
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‘that I am converted) may be compared to a mifty and dark 
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it might be faid that I was converted, I kriow nothing of 


‘¢, The manner of my converfion (if it may be thought 


morning which gradually becomes clearer and clearer. | 
+1770. Fr. S. 
(To be continued.) 
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No. Ill. continued. 


ATR. 


EUSEBES, JUVENIS, 


Juvents. 


SINcE the weight of a pillar of air a foot high is known, 
and the weight of a pillar of the fame thicknefs of the 


height of the atmofphere is alfo known, is it not eafy, Sir, 
to determine the height of the atmofphere? From what you 
have ftated, it is plain that the air cannot reach more than five 
miles and an half above the furface of the earth? 


Eufeb. Were the air every where of an equal denfity, your 
@alculation, Juvenis, would certainly be exact. But, when 
you recollect that the air is elaftic, you will eafily perceive 

_ that the higher it rifes, as it will gradually have lefs weight 
to prevent it’s expanfion, it muft continually grow thinner 
and lighter. This gradual expanfion of the air has been, not 


unaptly, illuftrated by fuppofing a number of fleeces of wool 
piled upon each other. ‘The loweft fleece will be preffed by 


the reft into the leaft room ; the next, not fo much erufhed, — 


will expand itfclf more, and fo on, by degrees, to the upper- 


_ moft fleece, which, as nothing lies upon it, will be quite loofe 
and foft. “Thus the air, by it’s fpring, continually expands 
-_itfelf, till, as it has been computed, at the height of five 
hundred miles above the earth, it is fo thin, that a fingle cu-— 


bic foot of air, as denfe as that which we breathe, would fill 
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a hollow globe, the diameter of which would exceed one 
thoufand five hundred and fifty-four millions of miles. I¢ 
is evident, therefore, that the height of the atmofphere cannot 


be determined in the manner you propofe. The degree of 


rarity, however, at any given diftance above the earth, may 
be eafily known. For it has been proved, that at the heicht | 
of feven miles the air is four times rdrer than it is near the 
earth’s furface ; at fourteen miles high it is fixteen times 
_ Yarer; at twenty-one miles fixty-four times, &c. And from 
careful obfervations on the twilight, it has been difcovered 
that forty-five miles above the earth, the air is too thin to re- 
fie&t the rays of light. This therefore may with propriety 
' be confidered the juft limit of the atmofphere, as beyond this, © 
it ceafes to be fitfor ufe or obfervation. 
Cor. It firikes me, Sir, that as the weight of the air 
changes with the weather, it might perhaps be poflible to 
contrive an inftrument, whieh, by fhewing the variations in 
the weight of the atmofphere, might aflift us in forefeeing. 
the changes of the weather. aul ay 
Fuf. I am pleafed, Madam, to fee you furnifhed with | 
an inftrument of the very nature you have deferibed: and 


.  ¥ doubt not but that penetration which difcovered the poffi- 


bility of conftru@ting fuch an inftrument, will enable you 
eafily to comprehend it’s principles and application. _ 
Cor. Really, Sir, you would perfuade me, that [ am 
better accommodated than I am aware of. Pray, in which 
of my apartments have you {pied this curious piece of fur- 
Fuf. The weather-gla/s, that hangs in the corner, is alt 
-inftrument conftructed entirely on your principles. It is a_ 
contrivance to fhew, at any time, the exact weight of a co- © 
- umn of air as high as the atmofphere ; by balancing i¢ 
againft a column of mercury fufpended in an empty glafs 
tube. The glafs tube, you obferve, is immerfed in a {mall 
quantity of quickfilver, which communicates with the open 
air. The top of the tube is fo clofed that no air can pene- 
trate, and therefore the weight of the atmofphere is entirely 
_taken off the upper furface of the mercury. In filling the 


tube too, great care was taken to fuffer no bubbles of air to — 


_ semain in it: fo that the fpace above the mercury maybe 
_efteemed a perfe&t void. You will now readily conceive 
that the mercury is fuftained in the tube by the preffure of _ 
the atmofphere on the furface of the mercury in which the 
tube is immerged ; exaétly in the fame manner as the water 
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was fuftained in the experiment with the tin pipe, which we 


have lately explained. As the air acts freely on the furface 


of the quickfilver, this mutt be aftected with every change 


which that experiences. When the atmofphere is condenied ~ 


by cold, or any other caufe, as it is then rendered heavier; 
it will fupport a longer column of mercury, and raife it in 
the tube. On the contrary, when that or any other caufe 


rarifies the air, it being then much lighter, a fhorter columa | 


will balance it; and of courfe the mercury in the tube will 
fink, | | 


Cor. TI underftand you, Sir, and obfervation has, T fup- 


pofe, tadghe at what degrees of denfity, fair, rainy, fettled 


weather, &c. may be expected, and from thefe obfervations 
the fcale which I fee at the top of the weather-glafs has; 
conjecture, been laid down. 
- Euf. You are exa@ly right, Cordelia: and I believe that 
you will now be able to difcover many other ufeful purpofes 
to which the weather-glafs may be applied, which our time 
forbids us to mention. ie 


~ Juv. There is one difficulty, Sir, of which you will pér= | 
mit me to beg a folution before you leave this part of the 


fubjeét. In explaining the experiment with the tin pipe you 
faid that a pillar of air as high as the atmofphere weighed as 
much as a column of water thirty-two feet highs But the 


quickfilver in the weatheraglafs ftands only about twénty> 


eight inches high, and yet you affert that this fhort column 
alfo is a balance to the weight of a fimilar column of air 


How can two fuch different quantitiés be equal to the fame 


thing? 
-Euft. If you recollect; Juvenis, that quickfilver is more 
than fourtcen times as heavy as water, the difficulty will 
vanifh. For then you will eafily conclude that there muff 
be more than fourteen times as much water as quicklilver, 
to make them weigh the fame. 1 


Juv. I am much obliged to you, Sir, for this hint. It 


entirely folves my difficulty. And as there are, I dowbt not, 
_ many other inftruments contrived for the convenience of fo- — 
¢icty; which depend on the varied operation of two fuch © 


powerful agents as the {pring and weight of the air, would 
3t, Sir; be encroaching too much, to reqtteft a flight defcrip- 


tion of a few of the moft common and beneficial of thef 


contrivances? 

Euf. By no means, Juvenis. A curfory view of a few 
of the advantages drawn by human ingenuity from the fin« 
gular properties with which : wife and benevolent C ree 
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has endued the air, will, I truft, excite our gratitude to him, 
riot only for providing us {fo liberally with fo ufefu] an ele- 
ment, but alfo for giving us abilities to reap thofe advan- 
tages from it. For every ufeful invention.ought ultimately — 
to be <«fciibed to him, who filled Bezaleel with wifdom of — 
_ Keart, to devife curious works, and: to make every manner of 

‘We will begin with an utenfil pretty well known in — 


Cor. Truly, Sir, a lecture on a pair of bellows muft 
_fieeds be very interefting ! I confefs, however, that I never 
reflected on the manner in which they act; and I doubt not 
but you have good reafons for introducing them. I {hall 
therefore take the liberty to hand you a pair, and attend with 
pleafure to your remarks. | 
_Euf. You fee they confift of two boards connected by 
feathets, in fuch a manner as to be capable of opening a 
Jarge cavity within, or of being brought nearly clofe toge- 
ther. Inthe lower board you obferve a hole, over which 
on the infide is a cover that opens eafily inwards, but what- 
éver force from within prefies it outwards, it only caufes it 
to fhut the clofer. A cover of this conftruction is called a 
valve, aid is well worth noticing, as it is frequently ufed 
in engines, that act either by water or air. Now we will 
lofely {top both the valve and the pipe, which, you know, 
communicates with the infide, and Cordelia fhall try to open” 
Cor. Indeed I am fearce ftrong enough to do it. What 
can be the reafon, Sir, that it requires fo much ftrength? 
Euf. Asal] communication between the infide of the bel- 
lows and the outward air is cut off, it is plain that when you 
lift the upper part of the bellows you muft lift alfo a column 
of air with it. Now the fmall quantity of air that is within 
the bellows muft, as the cavity is enlarged, be very much 
rarefied, andit’s elaftiity weakened. It aéts thercfore very 
feebly. againft the incumbent weight, and leaves it to be 
lifted by the power that opens the bellows. The difficulty 
you find in doing this, Cordelia, proves that the air has 
weight, and ferves to illuftrate what has been advanced con- 
cerning the burden which we all have to fuftain.. Unftop 
now the valve, and endeavour to open the bellows. find 


| 
| 
| 


= almoft every kitchen, | mean the dellows. Cordelia will, 1 
fuppofe, be curious to hear them defcribed philvfophically. 
This fimple inftrument will, however, afhft us not a little 
gh underftanding the more complicated machines which we 


find no difficulty now in doing i it. The air from without, 
you obferve, rufhes in through the valve, and fills the cae 
|: ss vity as faft as you raife the | upper part, and by it’s {pring 
| balances the preffure of the atmofphere, and relieves your 
hand from the weight of it. The eafe with which you 
now open the bellows fhews not only that the air poffefies 
elafticity, but alfo that this elafticity is an exa¢t balance to 
it’s preffure, and teaches us how we are enabled to fu‘tain 
that weight which we continually fupport. Will vou, Ju- 
venis, try to fhut the bellows while the pipe remains clofely 
ope 
It exceeds my ability, Sir, and I that I 
i can explain the reafon of it. The air found an eafy paffage 
through the valve into the bellows, but as foon as I attempt 


it from efcaping that way. As it cannot pafs through the 
pipe, it fills up the cavity, and makes it impoflfible to bring 
the boards together. 

Euf. Air, therefore, is not only a real body, but capaq 
ble of great refiftance. And as we can by a ftronger exertion 
bring the boards of the bellows much clofer, we naturally 
conclude thatthe air is compreffible ; that is, may be prefied 
into lefs room than it naturally ogcupies. Thus a pair of 
common bellows are fufficient to explain the nature, and 
prove the exiftence of the principal properties of air. 


. from fo ufual an utenfil. I think that it is eafy now to con-. 
ceive in what manner they perform their common office. 
When we raife the upper part the air rufhes through the 


fhuts, and the included air, having na other paflage, is 
forced in afmart ftream through the narrow opening of the 


P'p pe. 


ufeful operation. We will now progeed to another inftru- 


conveniently and fo plentifully with water, raifes that necef- 
farv fluid folely by means of the preffure of the atmofphere. 
it is compofed of a barrel, communicating with a ciftern or 
well of water. At a proper diftance from the top of this 
barrel is fixed a valve opening upwards. A bucket, with a 


2P2 bore 


ment: for which we are equally indebted to the air. The 
pump, which ftands in your yard, and fupplies the family fo 
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to force down the upper board, [ leffen the cavity,-and — 
compreffing the air, fhut down the valve, and thus prevent » 


Cor. I was far from expeting fo much information 


valve into the bellows, and when we prefs it down the valve : 


Euf. You have given a juft accouni, Cordelia, of this 


fimilar valve in it’s bottom, and of a fize exactly to fill the” 
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bore of the barrel, is fitted to a ftrong iron rod. If this 
bucket be, by. means of the rod, pufhed down the barrel ta 
the fixed valve, it is plain that all the air contained in that 
{pace muft pafs through the valve into the bucket. When 
the bucket is raifed, as this air cannot return through the 
valve, it muft be lifted up to, and leave a void in the barrel. 
As the atmofphere preffes on the furface of the water, with 
which the pump communicates, it will be driven up throwgh 
the’ valve to fill the void above it. On thrufting down the 
bucket a fecond time, this water, being prevented from re- 
turning by the fixed valve, will force it’s way into the bucket 
and be lifted with it. It’s place will be immediately 
fupplied by frefh water, which at the next ftroke will be 
brought to the top of the pump and difcharged at a proper 
orifice. By repeating this caly operation any quantity of wa- 
ter may be raifed to any height not exceeding thirty-two 
| _ feet, the preffure of the air, as has been fhewn, not being 
| fufficient to fuftain a column of water more than thirty-two 
feet high, thefe pumps cannot raife water to a greater height. 
Juv. I always fuppofed that pumps a¢ted by fuction of 
- fome fort, which drew the water after the bucket. 
 Euf. Itis eafy, Juvenis, to demonftrate that there is no 
- fuch thing in nature as fuction. Place the model of a {mall 
‘pump under a proper glafs veffel, and by the affiftance of 
the air pump take away the preffure of the atmofphere off | 
the water in which it is placed. You will then find that 
though you work the pump ever fo long you can raife no 
water; but as foon as the air is admitted the pump imme- 
diately produces it’s proper cited. 

Juv. This experiment, Sir, is conclufive, and leaves na 
room to doubt the truth of © your affertion, that ethe weight 
of the air alone raifes the water in thefe infruments, Pray | 
are all pumps of the fame conftrution? 

Euf. As far as refpects raifing the water they are. But 

inftead of the bucket fome have a folid plunger, which forces — 
the water through a pipe, placed i in the fide of the barrel, into — 
a ftrong air-tight veficl. The air, with which this veffel is 
partly filled, being much compreficd by the water which the 
plunger drives into it, ads by it's fpring with fuch ftrength 
_ Upon the water, as to drive it in a continued ftream through _ 
pipes to any height or diftance required. Thefe are called 
Forcing pumps, and on thefe depend the operation of. that in-  # 
‘valuable machine, the fire engine; an inftrument to which 
hundreds of our tellow creatures have becn indebted for the 
prefery- 
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efervation of their lives and property. itis a combina- 
tion of thefe forcing pumps, all driving their water into one 
air veffel, from which the pipes are dire€ted to thofe places 
which feem mott likely to ftop the conelagration, or preferve 
the confuming property. 

Juv. I had the curiofity lately. to vifit a fleam engines 
which fome time ago was ereted in our neighbourhood. [ 


confefs that I was nota little at a lofs to difcover the power 


that moved fuch enormous beams, cylinders and buckets. 1 
begin now to fufpect that the operations of that furprifing 
piece of machinery are praduceg by application of the 
air. 


“© ble, curious and compounded machine, that we find 


‘* among all thofe whofe inventions have been owing to. 


‘¢ the difcoveries of. modern philofophy, and affords the 
<* oreateft advantage to mankind.” ‘Ihe force of the fteam 
and the weight of the atmofpheie ating alternately can in 
fome conftru€tions of this machine, raife more than two 
hundred hogtheads of water every hour to an height exceed- 
ing fifty yards‘! ‘This complicated engine cannot with any 
advantage. be defcribed, except on the fpot; but it’s a 
ufefulnefs is evident from i it’s aftonifhing effea. 
Cor. A few evenings ago, Sir, I heard a gentleman re- 
lating feveral wonderful things refpeCling the air gun. I 
_ fuppofe ic alfo depends on the operation of the air. a2 | 
_ Euf. It is a contrivance, Cordelia, to prefs a great 
quantity of air into a very {mall fpace, at the bottom of a 
gun barrel ; and by means of a cock to let it out againft 4 
bullet, which is laid on it. The {pring of the air, being 
always proportioned to it's denfity, expands itfelf with great 
violence, and drives the bullet before it with a force fuficient: 
to pierce through an inch board, or to kill any man whe 
ftand in it’s way. And it is worthy obfervation that 
tho’ air has been kept pent up in an air gun for fixteen years, 
yet it has loft none of it’s elafticity, but when let loofe has” 
expanded itfelf with undiminithed ftrength. Such is the 
ditference between the works of the great Créator and thofe — 


of the moft expert creature. Time foon deflroys our mott | 


perfeat machines ; but his are, like himfelf, durable. 


Juv. I am forry, Sir, to interrupt you, but fupper is 
ready ; and, after the fatigues of your journey, vou muft — 
need repofe. We will therefore, if you ‘aus, adjourn the | 


fubjed till breakfaft to-morrow. 


Euf. The fteam engine, is the moft admira- 
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Euf. If it pleafe God to b preferve us in health till then, 
thall be happy to refume the convertation. For we have 
- not mentioned the amazing operations which nature is ev ery 
moment performing by the agency of air. Storms and 
winds, found, fmell, and colours, refpiration in ps i. 
vegetation in plants, and many other fubjects, will afford 
ample occafion to admire the wifdom and adore the power 
of that God, ‘‘ who gathereth the winds in his fifts.” 


ACRO BOSC Q. 


HISTORY OF THE, NEW CONNECTION OF GENte 
RAL BAPTISTS. 


Continued from p page 230. 


It. may be eafily fuppofed that a people, rif ng with 
fuch rapidity, by means fo infignificant, would occafion Va-. 
rious opinions concerning thcir tenets, and not a few mifre- 
prefentations refpeCting their do&trine and pratice. Jt was. 
therefore thought-requifite to publifh a declaration of faith. 
A copy of this declaration may not be unacceptable: but it— 
‘is proper to obferve that it has undergone fome trivial alter- 
ations from that which was firft publifhed ; and there is no 
copy of the firft impreflion now to be found. The differ- 
ence chiefly relates to baptifm, which, however, is here ex- 
preficd fuch general terms as would fuit a pedobaptlt 
focicty. 

firft copy Was generally defroved by thofe who pof- 
-feffed it, owing to a difcovery of apiece of Mr. Kendrick’s 
prictterafr. He had obtained feveral copies of a declaration 
of faith from the French Proteftant church then meeting in 
_Grey-Eagle-ftrect, Spitalfields, London, and adopted this 
for himfelf and flock, by patting a new title upon’the original 
one. This petty piracy was difcovered by thining one of 
the papers againit the light; but whether this circumttance 
caufed them to fufpeét the genuinenefs of the man, and was 
the occafion of their holding him up to the light alfo, o« 

whether 
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whethet he had undergone their infpection firft, we fhall not 
now attempt to determine. 

The prefent copy was printed after the church had divided 
into feveral diftiné& bodies for mutual conveniency, and may” 
therefore be fuppofed to convey their own opinion at that. 
time ; but it would be unjuft to infer that it fpeaks a lan- 
guage fuited to the fentiments of all the pretany body of Ge- 
neral Baptifts. 


4A DECLARATION of the Faith bol Practice i a Church 
of CHRIST, meeting at Barton in the Beans, in the county 
of Leicefier, and other Churches in fellow/hip with them, un-= 
der the character of Independents, or Proteftant Diffeaten 


THE Lord having faved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpote and grace, and being uni‘ed in one body according to 
his will by mutual confent, we account it meet and right to 
make a declaration of our faith and practice, and bya ma-. 
nifeftarion of the truth, commend ourfelves to every man’s 
con{cicnce in the fight of God, which declaration is as fol- 
lows, | 

I. We believe that the fcriptgres of the Old and New 
Tcftament are the word of God, the mind of God, and the 
only rule of faith and practice. 

TI. We believe that there is but one living and true God; 
alfo that there are three that bear record in heaven, the Fas 
ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, and that thefe Three 
are One, even that fame One only, living and true God ; 
and that the Divine Being exifts as truly and properly One as 
Three, and Three as One: thefe are therefore never to be 
fet in oppefition to each other. 
We believe that the living and true God is known 
no where but in Jefus Chrift, in whom the fulnefs of the 
Godhead dwells bodily, that he is God manifeft in the 
fieth. 

IV. We believe that God create the firft man. Adam 
after his image, holy and upright, capable of ferving and 
glorifying him, that he feil by fin, and all his pofterity with 
him, who therefore are under the fame condemnation, and 
inherit from him a corrupt nature, whereby they are from 
their birth carnal, fold under fin, incapable of pleafing God, 
and prone to every evil, yea even dead in their fins, and the 
uncircumeiliog of their fleth ; » they are allo ftrangers te God, 
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and enemies their minds by wicked works, ehildren of 
wrath, and under the fentence of eternal death. 
V. We believe there is no deliverance from this eftate but 
by the Lord fetus Chrift, who is the promifed feed of the: 
woman, who fhould bruife the head of the ferpent ; the fe- 
cond Adam, the Lord from heaven, manifefted in flefh to 
take away our fins, that he ftood in our room and ftead, our 
ftate and condition, made under the Jaw for us, made fin for 
‘us, made a curfe for us, that he finifhed the work that was — 
given him to do, and having been delivered for Gut es 
Was taifed again for our juftification. | 
VI. We believe that this fatvation fo accomplifhed in the | 
‘iperfon of Chrift, belongs not to any man on account of any | 
thing they are poffeffed of, or have done, or will ever be able | 
to do, and that the fons of men may have a right to it, God 
has therefore made a deed of free gift and grant thereof to 
the world, which whofoever believeth, or receiveth by faith, — 
the obedience and fufferings of Chriftt are imputed to himas_~ 
verily as though he perfonally had the whole. 
| VII. We believe that every one who hath thus put on © 
Chrif is cleanfed and juftified from all his fins in God’s — 
fight, that they are covered, and blotted out, and notimputed 
ae to him ; fo that he is now holy and unblamable and unre. . 
ivable Jn the eye of his juftice, and madé the righteouf- 
‘as of God in htm ; and therefore under all the correQtion$ 
and chaftifements which our heavenly Father fees: fit to lay 
upon us, we arc fure the Lord is neither wroth with us, not 
rebukes us any more for fin, but beholding us as his {potlefs 
_ ¢hildren, not as offenders of his juftice, and confidering our 
\ fin as a difeafe we are troubled with, ufeth thefe chaftifements 
in love, for our profit and advantage i in this refpect ; and we | 
tefer all chaflifements that the people of God have under= 
gohe to belong either to the Jewith difpenfj or to nation= 
al punifhment, in which they have had their fhare, though 
turned to a bieffing to them, or a being chaftened of the 
Lord, that we fhould not be condemned Sith he world. 
VIII. We believe that mo man receiveth Jefus Chrift, but 
by the Holy Ghoft, and that no man receiveth Jefus Chrift, 
but the ie of Chrift conftrains him hereby to love again out | 
of a pure heart ; and that the Spirit of God worketh in us, and 
maketh us fruitful in every good work to do his will, no 
otherwife than by this knowledge and faith of Chrift ; fo that 
what fprings not therefrom is not is fruit of the Holy 
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1X. We believe that no man has Jifé, but he that has by 
faith received at God’s hands the freé gift of eternal life in — 
Chrift Jefus; and thus hath pafled from death to life; and that 
till fuch atime all a man’s works are but dead works; and 
thus a Chriftian’s life is, Chrift living in him by faith: alfo 
that none are born again of the Spirit of God into this new 
— jife, but he that is begotten and born again of the word of the 
truth of the gofpel, which is to be preached unto every Crea 
ture as the fpiritual feed of God, whereby he begets children 
unto himfelf, according: to his eternal purpofe and counfel 3 


and that except a man be thus born again He cannot fee nae 


enter into the kingdom of God. 


i 


X. We believe that all who are born again of the Word 
and Spirit of God and do continue rooted and grounded im — 


_ the faith, and are not moved away from the hope of the gof- 


pel, that thefe and thefe only, may be faid to be kepf by the 
power of God through faith unto falvation ready to be res 
vealed in the laft times, and that in all fuch God workethk 
and bringeth to pafs the eternal purpofe and counfel of his 
own will by his revealed werd, which is therefore td be ads 
hered to by us as that which doth not contradict; but a¢coma 
XI. We believe that there fltall be a refurre&tion of the 
dead, of the juft and the unjuft, when the Lord Jefus fhall be 
_ revealed from heaven with his mighty angels; in flaming fre, 
_ taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who flalt be 
yunifhed with everlafting deftruction from the prefence of the 
Tool and the glory of his power, when he fhall come to be 
glorified in his faints, whofe vile bodies he fhall change and 
fafhion like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is ableto fubdue all things even unto himfelf. 
XII. We believe that baptifm im the name ef the Father, 
and the Son, and,the Holy Ghoft, as alfo the Lord’s Supper, 
are ordinances of Chrift, and what we are to be found in the 
obfervation of, till his fecond coming; and alfo that it is 
meet and right for us to be daily exercifed in reading the 
{criptures, prayer and praife, in pfalms, hymns; and fpiritual 
fongss finging, and making melody in our hearts to the 
r | 7 


And believing it to be our duty to ftand faft im one fpirit; 
with one mind ftriving together for the faith of the gofpely 
We therefore feparate from the world and falfe worfhip, and 
join together in holy fellowship, intending through the pre~ 
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fence and bleffing of our Lord Jefus Chrift, mutually to. 
- affift and ftrengthen each other in maintenance of the above- 
mentioned faith and pragtice. 
_ Further, we account it right to aflemble together as often 
as we have opportunity to worfhip God according to his re- 
vealed will, and for mutual fellowfhip to ftir up and provoke 
one another to love and to good works, to walk as becometh 
the gofpel of Chrift, by living foberly, righteoufly, and godly 
‘in this prefent world, to have a watchful care over each 
other’s converfation, and when it is needful, in mecknefs 
and brotherly love, to warn, admonifh and rebuke one ano- 
ther, according as the word of God directs; alfo to fympa- 
-fhize with each other in all conditions, to bear with one © 
-another’s weaknefles, failings and infirmities; to pray for 
-_one another, and for the profperity of the gofpel, and ordi- 
mamces thereof, to the edification and comfort of each other’s 
fouls, and that it may alfo have free courfe and be glorified, 
as the power of God to the falvation of others. And thus 
would we be found waiting until the fecond coming of our 
Lord, or that blefled time we fhall be called hence to join 
the church above, and to be with him for ever. 


D 
a 


IRECTIONS (extraéied from Mr. Walter Marfhal’s Gifpel 
Myfiery of Sanétification, p. 256—263,;) ferving to fiir up 
. thofe who have recetved Chrift, to acquaint themfelves with, 
and by faith to make ufe of, the manifold endowments, privie 
Jeges and properties of their new ftate in Chrift, as they are — 
difcovered in the gofpel, of their falvation, that their hearts 
comforted and eftablifhed in every good word and 
work. 


“ BELIEVE ftedfaftly that all your fins are blotted outs 
and that you are reconciled to God, and have accefs into his 
‘favour by the blood of Chriit, and that he is your God and | 
‘Father, and altogether love to you, and your all-fufficient 
portion and happinefs through Chrift. Such apprehenfions as 
-thefe do prefent God as a very lovely objeét to our hearts, 
-and do thereby allure and win our affections that cannot be 
forced by commands or threatenings, but muft. be fweetly 
won and drawn by allurements: we muft not harbour any 
fufpicions that God will prove a terrible enemy to us if we | 
. would love him: “ for there is no fear in love, but perfect — 
“< Jove cafteth out fear, becaufe fear hath torment; he that — 
+ feareth is not made perfect in love, we love him becaufe 
firft loved us,” John iv, 18,19. David Moved 
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Lord becaufe he was perfuaded that he was his ftrength, rock, © 
fortrefs, his God “ and the horn of his falvation,” Pf. xviii. — 
1, 2. Love that caufeth obedience muft proceed from a good — 
confcience, purged from fin; and this good confcience muft 
proceed from “ faith unfeigned,’”” whereby we apprehend the - 
‘¢ remiffion of our fins,’” our reconciliation with God by the 
© blood of Chrift,”” 1 Tim. i. 5. with Heb. ix. 14. For 
the fame end the holy fcripture directeth you to walk in the 
perfuafion of other principal endowments of your new ftate: 
as that “ you have fellowfhip with the Father and the Son,” 
1 John i. 3. That you are the “temple of the living God,” 
2 Cor. vi. 16, That you “ live by the Spirit,” Gal. v. 25. 
‘That “ you are called to holinefs, and created in Chrift 
“ Jefus unto good works,’ Eph. ii. 10. “That your “ old 
“ man is crucified with Chrift ;” .and through him “ you are 
“ dead to fin, and alive unto God; and being made free from 
fin, you are become the fervants of righteoufnefs, and have 
“ your fruit unto holinefs, and the end everlafting life,” — 
Rom. vi. 6, 22. ‘ That you are dead, and your life is hid 
« with Chrift in God. When Chrift, who is your life, fhall 
“appear, then fhall you alfo appear with him in glory,” 
Col. iii. 3, 4. Such perfuafions as thefe, when they are 
deeply rooted, and conftantly maintained in our hearts, do 
{trongly arm and encourage us to practife univerfal obedience 
in oppofition to every finful luft; becaufe we look upon it 
not only as our duty, but our great privilege, “to do all 
“things through Chrift ftrengthening us;” and God doth 
certainly work in us * both to will and to do, by thefe prin. 
ciples, becaufe they properly belong to the gofpel or New 
~ “‘Teftament; which is the “ miniftration of the Spirit, and the 
“© power of God unto falvation,” 2 Cor. iii, 6, 8.. Rom. 
For the performance of other duties, you are to confider 
Not only thefe endowments, privileges and properties of the — 
new ftate, which are meet and forcible to enable you to the 
love of God and univerfal obedience, but alfo thofe that have | 
a peculiar force and aptitude fuitable to the {pecial nature of 
fuch duties; and you muft endeavour to aflure yourfelves of 
them by faith, that you may be encouraged and itrengthened, 
—If you would draw near te God in a duty of his worfhip 
with a true heart, you muft do it in full affurance of faith, 
concerning your enjoyment of Chrift and his falvation. And 
would you perform the great duty of truffing on the Lord 
with all your heart, cafting your care upon him, and committing 
the difpofal of yourfelf to him in all your.concerus? Perfyade 
2Q42 | yourfelf 
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ae yourfelf through Chrift, that God; according to his promife, 
#6 will never fail you nor forfake you,” that he taketh a 
s< fatherly care of you,” that he will ‘‘ withhold no good 


$* thing from you,” and wili make ‘‘ all things to work for | 
«¢ your good,” and thus you will be ftrong and courageous | 


jn the pra@tice of this duty. Whereas if you live in a mere 
fufpence concerning your intereft in the privileges, you will 


be fubje& to carnal fears, carping cares, in defpite of your | 
heart; and you ‘will, be prone to trufton the arm of ficfh, | 


though your confcience tells you plainly, that in fo doing, you 


Fncur the hejnous guilt of idolatry. Would) ou be firength- 


ened to fubmit to the hand of God with a cheerful patience, 


in bearing any affliftions, and death itfelf ? the way to 


yourfelves is to believe affuredly, that your ‘* affiiGiions that 


aye bot for a‘moment, do work for a far more exceed- 
$$ ing and eternal weight of glory ;” that Chrift is ‘* your 
st pain in death and life ;” that'his *‘ grace is fufficient for 
you ;” and his ftrength is made perfect in weak- 
é¢ nefs;” and that “* he will not fuffer you to t 

“¢ above that you are able ;” and will ‘f at laft make you 
_€¢ more than conquerors over all evil.” Until you attain to 
fuch perfuafions as thefe, you will be prone to fret, and mur- 
mur under the burden of affliction, and to ufe indire&t means 
_ to deliver yourfelves, notwithftanding the cleareft convi@ions 
to the contrary. Would you /imit yourfelves to the ebferva- 
pion of oyun inflitutions in his worfbip? Believe that yoy 
are complete in Chrift, and have all perfection of {piritual 
bleffings in him, and that God will build you up in Chrift, 
_ py the ordinances of his own appointment. ‘This will make 
you account his ordinances fufficient, and meng traditions 
and inventions needlefs in the worfhip of God: whereas, if 
you do not apprehend all fulnefs in Chrift, yoy will be like 


Oe the Papitts, prone to gatch at every ftraw, and to multiply 
fuperftitious obfervations without end, for the fypply of your | 


_ fpiritual wants, Would you confefs your fins to God, pray 
to him, and praife him heartily for his benefits? Would 


you praife him for affiiétions as well as profperity? Believe — 


tempted 


affuredly that God is faithful and juft to forgiye your fin” 


through Chrift, that you are made. a holy priefthood, to offer 


{piritual facrifices of prayer and praifes that are acceptable ta | 


God through Chrift, and that God heareth your prayers, and. 


will fulfil them fo far as they are good for you, and that all 


God's Ways ar¢é mercy and ‘truth toward you, whether he 
profper or afflict you in this life. If you be altogether in 


4 
> 
4 
% 
“ne 
; 
: 
2 
4 
~ 
a 
i 
| 
. 
| | O u 
> 


OF GENERAL BAPTISTS. _ 285 
-goubt, or otherwife perfuaded concerning thefe privileges, all 


your confeflions, prayers and praifes, will be but heartlefs, — y 


lip labours, flavith or pharifaical works. Ip like manner 
you will be enabled to hear and receive the word of God, 
and to meditate on it with delight, you will be willing te 
know the ftri€inefs and fpirituality of the commands of God, 
—So alfo for the right receiving of the facraments, you will 
find yourfelf much ftrengthened by believing that you may 
have communion with God and Chrift in them, and that yoy” 
have a great high prieft to ‘* bear the iniquity of your holy 
‘‘ things,’ 2nd to make you for ever ‘* accepted before the 
© Lord.” Inthe fame way you are to apply yourfelves to 
all duties towards your neighbour, by acting in a perfuafion 
of fuch privileges of your new eftate, as have a peculiar force — 
to encourage and ftrengthen you for the performance of | 
them. That you may love your neighbour as yourfelf, andda 
to him in all things as you would he fhould do to you, without 
partiality and felf-feeking ; that you may give him his due ho- 
nour; and abjiain from injuring him in his life, chaftity, wardly 
eftate, good name, or from coveting any thing that is bis. You 
muft walk in a perfuafion, not only that thefe things are 
juft and equitable toward your fellow creatures, but that they 
are the ‘‘ will of your heavenly Father, that hath begotten 
$6 you according to his own image in righteoufnefs and true 
*« holinefs, and hath given you his Spirit, that you may be 
_ €¢ Like minded to him in all things:” and that thev are the 
** mind of Chrift, who dwelleth in you and you in him:” 
that God and Chrift are kind, tender hearted, long fuffering, 
full of goodnefs to men, whether good or bad, friends or — 
enemies, poor or rich; and that Chrift came into the world 
‘6 not to deftroy, but to fave ;” and that you are of the 
fame fpirit ; that the injuries done to you by your neighbours 
ean do you no harm: and you need not feek any good tor 
yourfelves by injuring them, becaufe you have all defirable 
happinefs in Chrift ; and all things though intended by vour 
enemies for your hurt, certainly work for your good through 
Chrift. Such apprehenfions as thefe, wrought in us by the 
{pirit of faith, do certainly beget in us a right frame of fpi- 
rit, thoroughly furnifhed for every good work towards our 
neighbour ; likewife your hearts will be purified to unfeigned 
doue of the brethren in Chrifi, and you will walk towards 
them with all ‘* lowlinefs, meeknefs, long fuffcring, forbear- 
$* ing one another in love,” if you maintain a ftedfaft belief 
and perfuafion of thofe manifold bonds of loye, whereby 
L you 
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you are infeparably joined with them through Chrift ; as 
particularly, ‘‘ that there is one body, one fpirit, one hope of 
** your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptifm, one God 
*¢ and Father of all, who is above all, and through al}, and | 
jn you all.” Finally, you will be able to abfain from all 
 defbly and worldly lufi, that war againft the foul, and hinder 
all godlinefs, by an aflured perfuafion, not merely that glut-_ 
tony, drunkennefs, letchery, are filthy fwinifh abominations; _ 
and that the pleafures, profits and honours of the world are 
vain, empty things, but that you are crucified to the flefh, 
and the world, and quickened, raifed and fet in heavenly 
places through Chrift ; and that you have pleafures, profits, 
honours in Chrilt, to which the beft things in the world are 
not worthy to be compared; and that you are members of 
Chrift, the temple of his fpirit, citizens of heaven, children 
of the day, not of the night, nor of darknefs.—So that it is 
below your ftate and dignity to practife deeds of darknefs, 
and mind fiefhly, worldly things. 
We muft be content to leave the natural man vile and 
wicked as we found it, until it be utterly abolithed by death, 
h we mutt not allow it’s wickednefs.—Our way to mor- 


| 
| 


a tify finful affections and lufts, muft not be by purging them | 


out of the fieth, but by putting off the fleth itfelf, and get- 


ting above into Chrift by faith, and walking in that new na- 
ture that is by him ; thus ‘* the way of life is above to the 
*¢ wife, that he may depart from hell beneath,” Prov. xv. 24. 

_And therefore under a fenfe of your wants and fhort com- 
ings, apply and entirely reft upon and rejoice with humility in 
Chrift alone as your righteoufnefs and ftrength, as revealed 

‘in the gofpel, and be fure avoid encouraging a legal fpirit, in | 
giving way to finking fears, keeping back from applying Chrift 
in the promife, or going about to eftablifh fomething elfe as — 
the remedy. And though vou do not account yourfelves the 
flrongeft believers from your deadnefs, coldnefs, lukewarm- 
nefs or indifference (as fome report and flanderoufly affirm) yet 
count it your duty and privilege at fuch a time, moft firmly 


ics frrongly to exercife your faith in ‘Fefus, as your only ree 


Mmedy, and antidote, again{t that and every other evil. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor the General Bapti if 
Sir, 


ncouracep by the examples bbferve in 1 your 
Magazine, another humble enquirer ehenedl to folicit your 
attention, and begs your candid indulgence in her behalf. 
Had I not obferved the attention paid to others who have 
applied, I fhould not have prefumed to di(clofe my thougints 
to you. 


Confcious of my own ignorance, feeling : an anxious de- ay 


- fire to underftand more of the word of God, my mind be- 
ing impreffed with a view of the importance and excellency 
of divine knowledge, experiencing an increafing delight and — 
advantage in reading the fcriptures, but finding many paf- 
faves that I do not underftand, I fhall with pleafure attend — 
to the inftructions of the wife. I thould therefore be glad if 
fome of your obliging correfpondents would favour me with 
an explanation of what St. Paut fays in the 1{t Corinthians, © 
viii. 11. And through thy knowledge fhall the weak bros 
«‘ ther perifh, for whom Chrift died ?” | | 
Does the apoftie mean by the weak brother perifhing, that _ 
he fhall lofe the falvation of his foul? or am I to underfiand 
it his being injured in a lefs degree? An explanation of the — 
above paflage will confer a confiderable obligation upon a 


youn enquirer. 
= 


the Editor of the General Bap Magazine. 


Ry 


IF you think the following queries are worth inferting, I 
‘thould be glad to fee them in the next Number. | 


Rom. i 1X. 18. Be Therefore hath he. mercy on whom he © 


_ “ will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” 
I beg leave to afk who, and how God hardeneth. 4 
If any of your correfpondents will give their thoughts on 

it as foon as convenient, I hope it will be a relicf to my mind. 


thould: 
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I fhould take it as a favour alfo if fome of them would 


give me an explanation of Johniii. 


‘To the Editor of the General Baptif’ Magazine. 
| 
AS there is much difpute in the Chriftian world, whether _ 
Faith be the gift of God, or the duty of the creature, if this” 
qgueftion can be anfwered, it will be great fatisfaction to 
Should be glad, alfo, of your | thoughts refpecting 
apparent contradiction between Acts ix. 7. and xxil. g. 


IT is a point of confequence with the Editor of the Genefat 
Baptift Magazine, to avoid controverfy. But fome very 
peculiar reaions induce him to admit the infertion of the 
following. He hopes, that no reader will make ufe of 
_ this as a precedent, as he ftill earneftly wifhes to admit 
mothing which may introduce difputation among our. 
Je 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magaxine. 
‘SIR, 


I HAVE looked over Sacro Bofco on Air, page 190, and — 
though I freely acknowledge he is a fine writer, and in generat 
both inftrutive and entertaining, yet on Air 1 think he is” 
eonliderably erroneous. [ therefore prefume to drop a few | 
_Femarks on fome parts of his dialogue on that fubjeCt. 
_ Page 192. “ The air is the element by which the life of both 
_ animals and vegetables are (1 fhould have faid is) fupported + 
the great ftore-houfe of nature, and the vehicle by which God 
€onveys tous all the blefliags of the fenfes. In vaimhad we 
been furnifhed with the organs of fight, hearing, and finelly 
(why not tafte and feeling too? are they not fenfes?) did 
mot the air bring the bounties of providence within their _ 
Beach.” Spore-houfe of nature, as applied to the air, 
a CQ< 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


% comical metaphor. ° A ftore-houfe without either walls or 


cieling !—Surely the atmofphere is a part, and a fmall part, 
of nature; and a part to be the ftore-houfe for the whole, iss 
I muft fay again, comical. “ The ftore-houfe of nature 5 


the vehicle.’”’ Store-houfe and vehicle found oddly together 
as applied to the fame thing. ‘./[he vehicle to the fenfes.” . 


Pray, Sir, does the air convey light’'to the eye? “Would 
the organs of fight be in vain without the air as a medium ? 
I have feen an exhautfted receiver, but never obferved it to 


be dark within, | 
“ Air is that heavy (I always thought it had been light 
and my dictionary calls it- light. How learned men differ !) 


fluid.”—« A quart of air (fays S. B. 198) weighs feventeen 


grains troy :” then feven gallons muft weigh one ounce troy. 
Air,” fays he, “ is about eight hundred and fixty times 


lighter than water.” If, then, air is heavy, pray, Sir, what 


is light? 


Ig4. Air, and all other fluids, prefs equally in all 


directions, upwards as well as downwards.” Amazing! 
How ftrange, then, that a man fhould fuftain twelve tons of 


it! If it prefs upwards as well as downwards, it appears to 


be no weight at all: it muft prefs as much on the ether as 
on the earth, and in fact on neither. His tii-ptpe-proof 


and illuftration, or his mutilated Torricellian experiment, as — 


applied to the purpofe for which he brings it; is but an 
ingenious delufion. ‘The air, and all other gravitating fluids, 
naturally prefs on!y downwards. But being of a yielding nature, 
the weaker gives way to the ftronger, or rather the lighter 
to the heavier, till they come to an equilibrium, and there 


they will’reft, unlefs difturbed: Take a pair of feales; and — 


_ put one pound in one, and two pounds in the other; and the 


‘One pound immediately rifes; Why? Becaufe it has a 
difpofition to rife? No! but becaufe the two pounds in the 


other fcale compels it. This is. the very reafon that the 


water cannot fall. out of the tin-pipe till the air is admitted 


at the upper end. But then, if the water prefled upwards 
as well as downwards, it would come out at the top as well 
as at the bottom. i | 


tgs. © Elafticity.” ‘That the fpringinefs of the air is 


_.the reafon that all fubftances are not “ burft in pieges, or 


_ erufhed to atoms,” is curious enough. Pray, Sir, what is 
the reafon that the quart bottle was not broken to pieces when 


the air was taken out? (193) Theelafticity of the air within 


‘could not fave it, when there was none! How comes it to 
pafs that fith live in water, which he confefles is not 
2R | if 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 


. Ie is a wonder that the rocks at the bottom of the ocean 
are not all “ crufhed to atoms;’”’ for they have not only 
the weight of the atmofphere on them, but of the water 
alfo, which at thirty-three feet is doubled, and deeper ftill 
the more prefled in proportion.—“ Hence too,” fays hey 
aman feels not the leaft preflure, though it be demon=- _ 
firable that he continually fuftains upwards of twenty-eight 
.  thoufand pounds, or above twelve tons and ahalf.” Ac- 
cording to this reckoning, a man continually covers full 
_ thirteen fquare feet of ground (194). Then he muft be> 
near nine feet through (his belly I fuppofe), and about five 
yards round! (I fay nothing of height, for that is very 
fittle to the purpofe.) What wonderful men muft they be 
jn London! They had need have wide ftreets and broad 
 caufeways, for liberty to pafs each other. | 
Qn this ground he leads his Cordelia into a double error, 
_ confirms her in it, and there he leaves her: 1, that fhe 
- fuftains “ ten tons” burthen of air; and 2, that elafticity is 
her “ ftout affiftant,” to carry it for her, or to take awa 
the fenfe of her burthen. And here I leave him to play 
with his bladder till it burft, if he pleafe. There is fo 
much truth and error in his following experiments, that J] 
defpair of feparating the one from the other. ie * 


To the Editor of the General Baptipt Magazine. 


HONOURED SIR, 


' MY miftrefs is a reader of your magazine, and, taking 
up a number one day, as I do when I have an opportunity, 
and can {pare a few minutes from my work to look into tt 
a little, my eye was caught by a letter written by one in my | 
ftation, figned Doroth Brudee. The thought immediately 
occurred to me that (ease follow her example, to com- 
plain of a circumftance that frequently gives me uneafinefs, 
: and is fomewhat of a ftumbling-block to me. You mutt 
’ know then, Sir, that my miftrefs is a very conftant attendant: 
_ at meeting, and is very kind when Jhe is pleafed. But un- 
_ fortunately (for me) her temper is fo very irritable, that fhe 
is eafily put out of ferts, as we plain people fay. If the 
linen is not wafhed exactly to her mind, or any other thing — 


into a paffion, which fhe gives vent to by fcolding, and will 
be out of temper for hours after. Now I do not complain 


is not done fo nicely as fhe thinks it fhould be, fhe is thrown | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


becaufe fhe finds fault with me, nor do I fay that it is always 
without caufe; for who is faultlefs ?- Miftrefles fhould con. 
fider that they are not: but it is her manner of doing it. 
- JT am fometimes fo confufed, and even vexed, that I can 
hardly refrain from fhewing the fame fpirit, and talking in 
return, which you know would be deemed impertinence in 
one in my humble fituation, Ido nat know much about 
religion, but it appears to me that the due government of 
the temper is an eflential part of it, as I have often heard 
our minifter fay ; and I think that fervants fhould be treated 
_more like reafonable beings, by being mildly told of their 
faults, and reafoned with, rather than fcolded out of them; 
and this method, too, would have a better effect. Will you 
be fo ebliging as to recommend it to fome of your corre- 
{pondents to write fomething upon the fubjeét, and publifh it 
_ jn your magazine; perhaps it may have a good effcct in 
romoting a reformation of, what appears to me, fuch une 
chriftian-like conduct, and afford relief to, 


Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
«July 15th, 1798. MARY MEEKLY, 


Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine, 
~ YOUR thoughts on the following fact will be thankfull 
received by one of your conftant readers, and may be ufefi 
A certain preacher latety made the following remarks to 
. © You are bankrupts of hell, have need of a bond{fmarz; 
_& Chrift is that bondfman; and he has paid our debt,” 
&e, Se, 
Now, Sir, can you inform us what ideas to affix to the 
phrafe bankrupts of hell? wherein bankrupts have need of a 
bondfman? and in what cafe a perfon ever did become a 
- gond{man for a bankrupt, and pay his debts, “ll 
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(AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER, RECEIVED FROM & 
- FRIEND, ON THE EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 


EVEN as a fchoo]mafter, I am diffatisfied with my pre- 
fent qualifications, as well as with the method of education 
‘ufually praétifed in fchools. I wifh to have my mind ftored 
‘with a knowledge of the profound and recondite parts of | 
{cience, as well as with the more obvious and intelligible— 
“to be able to ftrip them of their fcientifi¢ appearance, and — 
‘communicate them with facility, and in eafy and perfpicuous 
Tanguage. In a word, fimplify them, and bring them upon a 
level with juvenile capacity. It appears to me of vatt im- 
| portance in education, to train the mind of youth to a habit 
of thinking and obferving. To make them inftrumental in 
‘their own inftruCtion. I would teach by experiment, as well 
as lefture, in the ichool; and by obfervation abroad. . In 


walking out with them, in order to improve time, and ad- 
vance them in ufeful fcience, I would lead their attention to 
the heavenly bodies, explain to them their nature—the orbits 
‘in which they move—their magnitudes, diftances, velocities, 
excentricities, relative fituations, &c.—In furveying the at- 
mofphere, and in walking by a river, or a pond, I would 
fhew them the nature of light ; it’s power of reflexion, re- 
fraction, tranfmiflion, velocity, and ufe. In cafting my eye | 
_upon the earth, it fhould excite a train of obfervations on the _ 
nature and procefs of vegetat.on—it’s ufe in giving falubrity 
to the air, fuod forthe apimal kipgdom, and fhelter for the 
winged tribe, In reclining upon a funny bank, or under a 
fh: y tree; I would pluck a daify, or take a plant and ex- 
p-ain the nature of colour, the anatomy, food of plants, &ce 
_As I fat by my evening fire in the winter, I would point 
out to them the nature ot heat, and cold, and found—make 
them acquainted with the different parts of that admirably 
organized ftructure, the human body— it’s mufcular, vafcu- 
_ dar, and nervous fyttems ; and in particular, explainto them 
the philofophy of the mind. As we fat at meals, we would 

take for our fubje&t the procefs of digetiion, chylification, nu- 
trition, &c. and defeant on the importance of temperance 
to health, good fpirits, longevity, and every purpofe of life. 
Whien the thunder roared, or the lightning flafthed, would 
make them acquainted with what is called the rationale of | 
fuch phawnomena, and unfold the fcience of ele@ricity. 
| Every 
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- Every objeé&t in nature fhould furnith a volume of reflections, — 
What ftores would chemiftry furnifh! But whither am I 
rambling? Ina word, I would explore all nature, fo far as 

it is laid open to us, to make them acquainted with it; and 

jead up their minds from nature to nature’s God! I would 
obferve to them that, vaft and wonderful as thefe things are, 
the difcoveries contained in divine revelation are {till more 
wonderful, and the language far more intelligible: that if 
fo much beauty, grandeur and goodnefs be difplayed here 5 
jf there be fo much to learn, admire, and tranfport here, 

_ what will be difplayed—and what caufe fhall we have to 

admire and adore in heaven! | | eet 

Thus, you fee, my ambition prompts to what my tae 
lents, my time,and my circumftances forbid me to attempt. 

Yet thefe are the qualifications an inftru€tor of vouth fhould 

pofiefs. All that I can fay of my/elf, at prefent, is, that I 

have an infatiable thirft for knowledge, and am fenfible how 

little I know at prefent.—If I were to live ten years longer, 
and had plenty of time to ftudy, then, perhaps, I might 
pofiefs, in a moderate degree, fomething that might be com- 

- municated to the advantage of the lefs enlightened part of 

my fpecies, But it would then be almoft too late in life, 


= 


ANECDOTES. 


ANECDOTES OF PIUS VI, AND THE ENTRY OF 
THE FRENCH INTO. ROME, 


Extracted from an original Letter from the above Place, 


Ir was not difficult to forefee, from the period at which 
the peace of Tolentino was concluded, that the ruin of the 
eliate of the church was approaching; and the opinions 
which were formed with refpe& to the future events likely to 
take place, were ftrengthened by the open avowal which the 
French made of their intentions both at Paris and Milan. 
The peace of Tolentino, diftated to Buonoparte by policy, 
from the neceffity which he felt of deftroying the army of 
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290 ANECDOTES. 


the Archduke Charles, had no other effe& than that of ad-- 
vancing, by the very articles of it, the deftru@tion of Rome. 
_and of rendering the Roman government more odious. The 


Pope, oppreffed with every tpecies of calamity, worn out 


with age, forrow,and difeate, and on the brink of the grave, 
was doomed to fee in the laft moment of his life, his tem- | 
poral power abolifhed, his country fallen, and his rcligion 
deftroyed, by the attacks of modern philofophy, 
The infults offered to the papal fee by General Buonoparte 
were followed by the daily outrages and injuries of his 
brother, the ambaffador. It was to the efforts of : the latter 
that the Pontiff was deftined to owe his ruin; and as it had 
been determined that he fhould fall, no effort was omitted 
to render it difhonourable. Thefe efforts were affifled by. 
the conduét of a minifter (Cardinal Doria, who, appointed 
to take care of the temporal interefts of Pius VI. was every 
moment facrificing them as the DireGory required. 
All Europe was indignant at that edi¢t of the Pope, the 
‘aft he ever iffued, by which, when the French were at the 
gates of Rome, he commanded his fubjects to welcome 
them, to vpen their houfes for their reception, and to treat 
them as friends; affuring his fubje@ts that it was with 
friendly views they were come, and enacting the penalty of 
death on thofe who fhould infult.them. All Europe ex- 
claimed at this uncommon fpectacle, but they were not ac- 
quainted with the caufes which produced this edict. The 
French General Berthier, defirous of becoming mafter of 
the treafures of Rome, could not but perccive that it would 
be almoft impoflible for fifteen thoufand French hp to 
make themfelves mafters of a city containing one hundied 
and fix thoufand fuur hundred and feventeen inhabitants, 
where the greateft part of them were armed, and where the 
French character was well known.' He conceived it theree 
fore more prudent to employ ftratagem than force. He de- 
_¢lared, and caufed it to be notified tothe Pope, that the 
Dire@tory had commanded him to abiiain from afl 


pillage, and to fuffer the government of the Pope to conti- 


nuc ; and that the only object which he had in view was to 
apprehend the perfons guilty of the murder of. Duphot. In 
order, therefore, to carry his inftructions Into effect, and to — 

_ prevent all bloodthed, he required, firft, that the Pope fhould 
ifiue the edict above-mentioned, of which he fent a copy to 
_ Cardinal Doria ; and, fecondly, that nothing fhould be re- 
myoved from the mufeums, the libraries, or the galleries, hn 
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-eavfe the feeurity of the articles contained in them was guaran- 
teed by the integrity of the French, and by his promiies. He 
added, that in cafe of refufal, he would not anfwer for the 
-eonfequences, as he had then orders to obtain pofieffion of 
‘Rome, and the eftates of the church, by force. 

The Pope confidered himfelf obliged to give credit to 
thefe promifes: he undertook that the ftipulations on his part 


fhould be faithfully obferved ; and fo rigidly did he keep 


his word, that when a propofal was made to carry off the 
valuable articles of the Mufeum Clementinum, he oppofed it. 


As foon as the troops had taken pofieffion of all the gates _ 


of the caftle of St. Angelo, Berthier threw off the mafk 5 
and this difcovery of character was accompanied with fome 
particular circum{tances of cruelty. It was deemed proper 


at Rome to fet up the tree of French liberty. Berthier had 


caufed thofe which had been planted immediately en his 
arrival to be pulled down, as fearing that it might endanger 
his fuccefs to avow too foon the intentions of the Direétory. 
_ He chofe, for the time of it’s being again planted,:the mo- 
ment in which the Pope, according to cultom, was at the 
Sixtine chapel, celebrating his exaltation to the papal chair, 
and receiving the congratulations of the Cardinals. It was 

onthe 15th‘of February, 1798, while his holinefs was feated 
on his throne, that the tree of liberty was planted in the 
Capitol, and a Calviniit, of the name of Haller, was fent 
to announce to the Pope, furrounded by the whole facred 
college, ‘* that his reign was at an end.” 


The Pontiff lifted up his eyes to heaven, clafped his hands 


together, and refigned himfclf to his fate. Aés foon as the 
Pope had received this notice, his guards were difmiffed, 
a their places fupplied by a number of Frenchmen —A 
fhort time afterwards the feals were fixed on the mufeums 


and the galleries ; and whatever they conpained was confif= 


cated; | 
The Pope had al eal library. which he had ‘collected 
 himfilf, and which had for a long time been his chief 


amufement. This library the Fr. neh, already in poffeffion 
of that of the Vatican, feiz.d. The Pope in vain proceited, 


and the books were fold for twelve thoufand crowns. The 


French commiffaries opened his bureau, his wardrones,, and 
drawers, but found no hing cxeept linen and clothes. At 


length an caught their eyes, aid they feized 
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What does this contain faid one of the 
‘rs to the Pope.—‘ Snuff.” They opened it and 


ing to his valet, as he gave it into his poffeffion.—* 
faid the Pope, ‘* do you deprive me of my fnuff?”—« Yes,” 
faid the commiffary, it is very good, I 
felf.” 


‘often expreffed this wifh, but the favour was deni 


- Pope pulled off one of them. ‘* This,” faid he 


-departed.— 
yates who a 
departure. ‘* We want no more of him here, and at fix 
«< o’clock to-morrow he muft be on his journey.”—The | 


filled. ‘The commiflary took a pinch of it. ‘ I 


is very 
«< good,” faid he ; ‘* carry it home for me,” added 


W hat,” 


fhall Keep it my- 
The departure of the Pope, w whofe with was to di at the 
tomb of the apoftles, was a meafure refolved on. 


d him. 
On the 18th of February, while at dinner, attended by a 


few fervants, Haller entered the room with his hat _ drew | 


achair and feated himfelf by the Pope.—‘‘ I am come,” 
faid he, ‘* to receive your treafures: you muft furrender 
«them immediately.”—** ‘I have {already given them 
«¢ up,” faid the Pope, ** to procure the peace of ‘Tolentino, 


6 and have now nothing left.”—“* You have, however, two | 
— The. 


é¢ fine rings on your finger, which I muft have.’ 


you 

may have ; the other pafs to my fucceffor. Tt 

#* fhall not,” faid Haller ; *‘ you muft give it me immedi- 


ately, if you wifh to prevent my ufing force.”—The_ 


Pope furrendered it: it was the ring of the fifherman, of 
value, and confidered as fuch, for on the polo wing day 


“Ft was returned ‘to him. 


When Haller had received thefe rings, he perc ived 2 
fmall box on the table. ‘*‘ Ah!” faid he, ‘¢ this contains 
your diamonds,” —** Open it,” faid the Pope.—On being 


opened, it was found to contain fweetmeats, fuch as were 


commonly ferved to the Pope at his defert. He took it with 


him, howev¢r, and without having once pulled off his hat, 
the anti-chamber, he defired one of the pre- 


ended his holinefs to bid him prepare for his 


prelate, alarmed, efufed to obey. ‘* Go,” faid he, and 


“tell him yourfelf.’. Haller returned to the room, 


ordered bim to prepare himfelf. «+ I am eighty-one years 


“¢ of age,’ ’ {aid the Pope, ‘* and have, from the ftate of my 
health, been in hourly expectation, during the laft two 
months, of death. am not at prefent in a convalef+ 
* cent flate; befides, I cannot quit my people nor my duty 5. 
J bey I may be permitted to die here,” You 

elic- 
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t-alfewhere,” faid Haller: « if you will not fet off by fait 
“ means, you fhall be compelled: take your choice.” Haya 
ing faid this, he left him. 


s The Pope remained behind with his fervant, and for the 
4 -firft time was affected with grief and terror: he went into 
his clofet, and returned in a quarter of an hour ferene and =— 
“ God wills it faid he; “let us preparetomeet | 
what isdeftined forme.” 

_. The evening preceding his departure he fpent in prayer. 
aa When he came down ftairs; he found two detachments of 
dragoons furrounding a coach, and two commiflaries ap ul 
pointed to conduét him to Sienna. ‘This journey took place a 

early in the morning. ‘T’he old man, fupported by fervants, : 
with his eyes full of tears; could fcarcely walk, yet was he 


urged by Haller; who defired the attendants to make him | 
walk fafter till he got into the céach.|. 

Thus was Pius VI. driven from his fee. His guards nl 
pointed out to him the fteeple of St. Peter’s: he ftretched out d . 
his hands towards the facred edifice, from which he was on Ve 
the point of being feparated for ever: his eyes filled with iN 


e tears; he was heard to fob, and appeared in the moft fevere it 
 affliction.— At the end of the firft day it became neceflarytoa 
ftop for the night. Two officers were appointed to guard 

mest the Pope, and their beds were placed in the anti-chamber. 
ve Tite Pope being carried to Sienna, and fecluded from the ail 
.. world, was yet confidered an object of fufpicion. He was t 


conducted alone, on the 27th of May, to the Chartreufe of | 

Florence, where he expects; in patience, the pertod of his it 

Weekly Regifter, Fuly 18 i} 

DISTRESSING ACCIDENT. 

| ~~. BIR. Coke, in a fetter to the Rev. S. Bradburn, of Bire a 

#ningham, dated Macclesfield, July 3, 1798, fays: 

| On Monday (yefterday) @vening I went into the 
. pit, the chapel beimg full, fo that many could not get ins 

While the congregation was finging the two laft lings of i 

the fecond hymn, an old woman cried out, * the roof is com-_ Ma 

“ing down.’ One of our friends, knowing there was n@ | 

: ganger, in a whifper defired her to held her tongue, but it i 
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ANECDOTES. 


«¢ What does this contain?” faid one of the commiffiorts 
ers to the Pope.—‘* Snuff.” They opened it and found it 
filled. ‘The commifiary took a pinch of it. ‘* It is very 
, good,” faid he; ‘* carry it home for me,” added he, turn- 
ing to his valet, as he gave it into his poffeffion.—** What,” _ 
the Pope, ‘* do you deprive me of my fnuff?”—** Yes,”* 
‘hid the commiffary, ‘it is very goods I fhall keep it my- 
_ The departure of the Pope, whofe with was to die at the | 
tomb of the apoftles, was a meafure refolved on. He had 
‘often exprefied this wifh, but the favour was denied\ him. 
On the 18th of February, while at dinner, attended by a 
few fervants, Haller entered the room with his hat on, drew 
a chair and feated himfelf by the Pope.—‘* I am come,” 
faid he,’ ‘‘ to receive your treafures: you muft furrender 
them immediately.”—‘* I have {already given them 
up,’ faid the Pope, to procure the peace of Tolentino, 
¢¢ and have now nothing left.”,—‘* You have, however, two eG 
¢¢ fine rings on your finger, which I muft have.”—The | 
Pope pulled off one of them. This,” faid he,. you 
#* may have; the other muft pafs to my fucceffor.’—‘‘ It | 
*¢ fhall not,” faid Haller ; ‘* you muft give it me immedi- — 
s* ately, if you wifh to prevent my ufing force.”—The | 
Pope furrendered it: it was the ring of the fifherman, of —s_ |[|_. 
little value, and confidered as fuch, for on the following. day . e 


“jt was returned to him. 
When Haller had reccived thefe rings, he perceived 2 
{mall box on the table. Ah!” faid he, this contains | 
** your diamonds.”—** Open it,” faid the Pope.—On being 
“opened, it was found to contain fweetmeats, fuch as were 
i commonly ferved to the Pope at his defert. He took it with 
~ him, however, and without having once pulled off his hat, — 
~departed.—In the anti-chamber, he defired one of the pre- sy 
_ Fates who attended his holinefs to bid him prepare for his 
departure. ‘* We want no more of him here, and at fix 
 oclock to-morrow he muft be on his journey.”—The 
prelate, alarmed, refufed to obey. ‘* faid he, ‘¢and 
“tell him yourfelf.”. Haller returned to the room, and 
‘ordered him to prepare himfelf. ‘* I am eighty-one years 
_ ** of age,” {aid the Pope, ‘* and have, from the ftate of my 
** health, been in hourly expectation, during the laft two 
€* months, of death. I am not at prefent in a convalef+— 
- “ cent ftate; befides, I cannot quit my people nor my duty 
I may be permitted to die here.”—* You fhall 
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CORRESPONDENCES 


t-alfewhere,” faid Haller: “ if you will not fet off by fair 
“ means, you fhall be compelled: take your choice.” Haya 
ing faid this, he left him. 
hg Pope remained behind with his fervant, and for the 
firft time was affected with grief and terror: he went into 
his clofet, and returned in a quarter of an hour ferene and 
calm. “ God wills it fo,’ faid he, “ let us prepare to meet 
& what is deftined for me.” 


| 


_ The evening preceding his départute he fpent in prayers 


When he came down ftairs; he found two detachments of 
dragoons furrounding a coach, and two commiflaries ap- 
pointed to conduct him to Sienna. This journey took place 
early in the morning. ‘The old man, fupported by fervantsy, 
‘with his eyes full of tears; could fcarcely walk, yet was he 
urged by Haller; who defired the attendants to make him 
walk fafter till he got into the coach. nt 


pointed out to him the fteeple of St. Peter’s: he ftretched out 
his hands towards the facred edifice, from which he was on 


the point of being feparated for ever: his eyes filled with | me 


tears; he was heard to fob, and appeared in the moft fevere 
_affliction.— At the end of the firft day it became neceflary to 
ftop for the night. Two officers were appointed to guard 

the Pope, and their beds were placed in the anti-chamber. 
He Pope being carried to Sienna, and fecluded from the 


world, was yet confidered an object of fufpicion. He was 
conduéted alone, on the 27th of May, to the Chartreufe of 
_ Florence, where he expects; in patience, the pertod of his 


fufferings 
ome, Fune 4, 1798. | 
Weekly Regifter, Fuly 1%. 
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DISTRESSING ACCIDENT. | 
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R. Coke, in a letter to the Rev. S. Bradburn, of Bire 
éningham, dated Macclesfield, July 3, 1798, fays: | 
“ On Monday (yefterday) @vening I went into the pul 
pit, the chapel beimg full, fo that many could not get im 
While the congregation was finging the two laft lines of 
the fecond hymn, an old woman cried out, * the roof is com= 


“ing down.’ One of our friends, knowing there was n@- 


gan; 


rer, in a whifper defired her to held her tongue, but it 


Thus was Pius VI. driven from his a, His guards 
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was too late. Almoft univerfal cries and fhrieks took place; 
The people immediately rufhed out. ‘The court, which is 
but {mal], was inftantly crowded. None, 1 think, were hurt 
in the chapel; but in the court, juft on the outfide of the © 
door, fix wonten, and a boy of four years old, were thrown © 
down, and alas! alas! were trod to death! It was in 
vain to cry out, “ Sit ftill, for there is no danger.” No- 
body gave the leaft attention. I never was fo much dif-— 
trefied in my life, it being the moft awful event I ever wit- 


nefied.” 
Weekly Regifter, Fuly 18. 


/ 


AND 


| 
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTIVATING , 
TASTE FOR READING, AS THE MOST EFFEC= 
-TUAL WAY OF FACILITATING THE ATTAIN@ 
(MENT OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE. 


2 | I. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS. | 


is the diftinguifhing endowment of man, and . 
intellectual and moral improvement his nobleft object of 
purfuit in the prefent ftage of his exiftenee, as preparatory 
to his more perfeé& and exalted ftate in heaven. Knowledge 
is effential to that improvement; and reading recommends 
Atfelf to us, as the eafieft, cheapeft, and moft complete method 
of attaining general knowledge. It is a circumftance much 
to be regretted, that the bulk of mankind make fo little | 
©xertion to gain general information. "The confequence is, | 
that they deprive themfelves of an exhauftlefs fource of | 
fatisfaction and the means of more extenfive ufefulncfs, and 
_ Fender themfelves liable to become the dupes of impoitture, 
flaves of {uperitition, and the mifguided tools of 
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and interefted men. This neglect is not only chargeable on 


thofe who make no ferious pretenfions to religion, but on 


many that do : among Diffenters as well as Churchmen, 


and on the General Baptifts as well as others. “This conduét | 


muft arife, either from prejudices early imbibed againft 
general knowledge, infenfibility of it’s importance, neglect 
in thofe whofe particular province it is to furnifh the ftimulus 
to enqry and literary purfuits, or from all thefe together. 
It wil 

caufe, viz. want of time and means. I readily admit, that 
the labouring, which is the moft productive and confequently 


ufeful part of mankind, have but a fmall portion of time, 


and fcanty means, to devote to this purpofe: and what muft 
we think of thofe political fyftems, and of that ftate of 
civilization, that leaves them fo little? May not this de- 


graded ftate of fo meritorious a part of fociety be traced to 


ignorance in the people for it’s origin? Would it be long 
{o, if the public mind were properly informed? It is a 


trong proof, that we are not yet arrived, however faft we 


‘may be approximating, to that ftate of civilization and 
happinefs, when every one fhall fit under his own vine and 
fig-tree, “and none fhall make him afraid :’”—when “ they 
“ {hall not hurt nor deftroy in all God’s holy mountain.” 
Nature and order appear to me to be thocktnels outraged in 
the prefent ftate of fociety. Our Maker never intended that 


the whole of our time fhould be confumed in providing for _ 
the grovelling wants of a perifhing body, and that none fhould _ 
be devoted to the cultivation and developement of thofe | 


powers which are the glory of our nature, and which are 


capable of everlafting continuance andenlargement. Surely | 
much mind is not neceflary to fit men for being drudges | 
and flaves. Under the painful imprefhions, which the friends — 
of humanity feel, on contemplating the prefent ftate of the 
majority of their fpecies, the mind derives fome pleafure, and © 
feels fome glow of fatisfaction, in the certainty of an ap- ~ 


proaching ameliorated ftate, which the language of prophecy, 
corroborated by the progreffive advance of fcience, autho- 


rizes us to expect. But though the generality of mankind, 
have too little time and means, they have a little; and if a 


proper fenfe of the value of knowledge, and a due anxiety 
for the attainment of it, exifted in their minds, many an 
hour would be found, which, if frugally managed, might be 
employed to good purpofe. ‘The irreligious, in thefe cir- 


cumftances, can find fome time and money to fpend’in the — 
ale-houfe, or to trifle away with fhameful iadifference, as if 


te. 


» perhaps, be faid, that I have omitted the only real 
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-account to God; but the Chriftian ought furely to knc 


their value, and feduJoufly endeavour to improve them. 


L recolle&, that when I firit joined the General Baptifts, 


gonfiderable prejudice prevailed in their minds ayvaintt general 


_ geading; and fuch books as did not treat of religious fub-— 
jeGts, were deemed pernicious rather than ufeful. With | 


{uch views, what improvement can be expected? Such 
opinions may not be fo prevalent now as formerly, but | 
fear they are not entircly difcarded. [ have heard perfons, 
whom I little expected, exprefs a contemptuous indifference 


fheer prejudice, the offspring of ignorance, and the ind-cation 


the value of another perfon’s purfuits, we mu.t place oure 


are maturely confidered, it will appear lamentable that any 


_thould be found fo infenfible and ungrateful, as to flight the 


foftering hand from which they have received, directly or 


—jndire@ly, much benefit. What gaye to Egypt, Greece, 
and Rome, fuceceflively, fo marked a fuperiority over other. 


nations, in ancient times? And what diftinguifhes modern 
Europe, and the [ranfatlantic inhabitants, from the other 
arts of the world, at thisday? The cultivation of fcience 


> and the liberal arts. What profpe@ is there at prefent of 


fpreading Chriftianity in the fertile and extenfive countries 
of the Moflems, while they remain fo ignorant of general 
fcience? ‘This ignorance forms an infuperable bar ; and 
till they imbibe a tafte for learning, all attempts tp conyert 
them, by ordinary means, would be fruitlefs. Let the pre- 
fent ftate of this country be compared with it’s condition 
two thoufand years ago, and the balance in it’s prefent fa- 
vour will be found to arife in a great meafure from the 


— fame caufes. It will, perhaps, be alledged, that this dif- 


ference is Owing to the introduction and pr@eAence of 
Chriftianity. ihis is one caufe, but not the only one. 


Genuine Chriftianity and liberal fcience go hand in hand, | 


as the hiftory ot Europe and other countries clearly evinces, 


f The incurfions of the barbarous nations into she Koman 
¢mpire produced the moft dcfolating effects. The arts lan- 
guithed, and fcience fied for conc.alment to the retired 


for fome important branches of knowledge, and even cen-_ 
Sure thofe who have had a tafte for them. What is ths but 


of a contracted or fecularized mind? To appreciate j fily 
{elves in his fituation, and enter into his views and defigns, | | 


or we fhall grofsly err in our decifion. When the advantages | 
of fcientific purfuits, in their immediate and remote efic ets, 


| they were of no value, and they were never to give an 
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of cloifters, or was driven from the earth. And what was the 
tate of Chriftianity during thofe and feveral fubfequent 
ages? The moft gloomy darknefs and debafing fuperftition 
revailed. But no fooner did a revival of literature take 
place, occafjoned by the invention of printing, and the 
taking of Conitantinople by the ‘Turks, which caufed learned iy 
men to take refuge in Italy, with the ancient claffic writings, ai 
than the Reformation fpeedily followed. Minds enlight- 
ened by learning difdain ecclefiaftical fhackles, and indig- i 
nantly refift the attempt to impofe unexamined or abfurd 
dogmas upon them. It will be found on enquiry, that the iW 
more fcience is promoted in any country, the more remote . a 
that country will be from fuperftition, and the greater will hi 
be it’s degree of ciyil and religious liberty, and civilization, 
A fpirit of liberal enquiry will difpofe a perfon to bring 
every thing to the teft of minute and ftrict examination, 
- from which opinions, grounded only on human authority ol 
| tradition, and not truth, will ever fhrink. He will have 
human creeds, or fyftems, religious, political, or philo- if 
fophieal, impofed on him. He will receive: nothing on 
human authority. His opinions will be founded on their _ NI 
only proper bafis, clear and fatisfactory evidence. Does it | | 


not then favour of barbarifm to decry learning and know- | 
Jedge? Such fentiments better fuit. the eighth than the Hy 
eighteenth century, and are fitter for the meridian of Conn ‘I 
ftantinople, than that of London. Let not men then any 4 
longer depreciate learning, for which they may have unfore it 
tunately no tafte, nor regard thofe with malignity whohave =~ Hh 


With many, and | am forry to fay it, though I fay it 
without fear of contradiction, even with fome profeffing 
Chriftians, nathing will go down but money. Gain, fordid 
gain, is the great object of their purfuit, not as a means, 
but an end, It is the panacea of all their cares and 


been the greateft benefactors to mankind. 


griefs. Itis the only object that awakens their minds to "i 
any degree of energy ; and the exertion that has been made i] 
to accumulate it, is the only criterion by which they judge 
of characters., The money-getting man is, in their efti-. a 


mation, the wife, the prudent man: but he who has fought 
it with moderation; and only with the view of fatisfying 
the wants of nature, and affording fome afliftance to others, a 
is a mere vifionary, a thoughtlefs and imprudent man, 
From attentive obfervations on the purfuits and conduct : 
pf mankind, I can truly fay, that | have never found the 3 


difpoe 
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difpofition to make a proper ufe of wealth accompany an 
avidity to obtain it, nor the wealthieft always the moft 
liberal. This cannot be matter of furprize ; for it is natural — 


‘tp fuppofe that they who are moft eager to acquire it, will ia 


be moft folicitous to retain what they have gotten. A love | 
of gold and a generous fpirit cannot exifi in the fame mind. 

They are naturally heterogeneous and difcordant. If the 
genero.s man purfues gain, it is as a fecondary obje&t, and 


as a means to promote more largely the good of mankind, 
_ than which there cannot be a more important or laudable 
object. Thefe fentiments may carry the air of extrava- 


gance to fome; but to me they appear juft, and I may 
probably take fome future opportunity to ftate them more 
fully : but this is not the proper place. I entreat my readers 
to reflect ferioufly on this fubject, and try whether they can 
jufttify themfclves to their own confciences, if they neglect 


the due cultivation of their minds, according to the oppor-. q 


tunities they have, and prcfer the tranfitory enjoyments of 


“time, and the fordid ones of fenfe, to thofe that are intel-_ 


lectual and of never-ending duration. | 

I have fometimes felt my indignation aroufed, at behold- 
ing the miferable parfimony manifelted, when it has been’ 
propofed to expend a little money in books, containing food 


for the mind, when I have feen many a fhilling and pound 
{pent by the fame perfons.in drefs, furniture, living, and the | 
_° Tike. How eafily might a little be {pared from thefe articles, 


which might be made fubfervient to the moft praife-worthy 


-purpofes, which would be much better than facrificing it to 


vanity, pride, or covetoufnefs. Is not fuch conduct incon- 


fiftent and unbecoming? And yet, forfooth, thefe careful 


and prudent beings will affume the office of cenfors, and 


condemn as unjuftifiable profufion, the conduct of him, | 


who is willing to fpare a little from his body, to enrich and 
adorn his mind. Which do fuch perfons confider of the — 


Let me not be mifunderftood. It is far from my intention 


to encourage a neglect ofthe Bible. This ought to be 
principally ftudied, if we would be intelligent and active 
_Chriftians ; and other ftudies, as far as may be, fhould be 
_ made fubfervient to the better underftanding of it. But I 


am utterly unmoved with the jejune and unmeaning cant of 
thofe, who, when other books are recommendeded to them; | 


 exclaim—‘“ Read your Bible.” | have generally found 


that fuch read and underftand their Bibles the leaft. It is 
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‘other books. How, for inftance, are the geographical and 
_prophetical parts of it to be underftood '—the allufions to 
ancient cuftoms, manners, &c.? [need not fay here, how 
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only a cover for their ignorance or covetoufnefs. Many 
parts of the Bible cannot be underftood without reading 


uliarly neceffary general knowledge is to minifters. 
From the encouragement which, I am informed, your 
Magazine meets with among the General Baptifts, I judge 


afuperior fpirit and tafte are beginning to 


felves, and that the number of readers among them is in- 


ereafing. It will be ufeful, not merely from the information © 
conveyed by it, but by opening their eyes to the importance © 
_ of knowledge, and awakening their faculties to the purfuit . 


of it, and begetting a tafte for reading. Defirous of con- 


tributing fomething towards aroufing the attention of my 
_ younger friends in particular, I have fent this to be circulated 


among them through the medium of your Mifcellany ; 


intending, if this be approved, to continue the fubjeé ‘in 


three more letters. In my next, I purpofe to prefent them 
with a few motives to excite their attention to knowledge and 
reading. In the ¢hird, propofe fuch fubjeéts as appear to 


me to deferve the attention of a general reader: and in | 
the fourth, offera few hints on a plan. I feel fome fear, 


left my letters fhould be thought too long, and tedious ; but 


the importance of the’ fubje& in my view, is the only 


apology I can make. Indeed, under the impreffions I feel 


when thinking on it, I find it more eafy to enlarge than te. 


‘comprefs. 
| 
July 20th, 1798. PHILOMATH. . 
OBITUARY. 


Ar the lime works at Breedon, in Leicefterfhire, about 
feven in the morning, May 26, 1798, as Samuel Collier 
_ Was removing a {tone which had previoufly been rent afun- 

der by a blat of gunpowder, a large ftone from an upper 
part of the rock, which he did not fufpeét to be loofe, fud- 
fenly fell down upon him, and crufhed the back part of his 

head 
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OBITUARY: 


“fhead in fuch a mafner that he inftantly die@ upon the fpote 


On the following day the coroner’s inqueft fat upon him, and 
in the evening he was brought to Melbourn for interment, 
attended by a great number of work-mates, neighbours, and 
religious friends; and an improvement ef the alarming 
rovidence was attempted, for the good of the congregationg 
efpecially the carelefs and ignorant part, from the words of 
the apoftle, 1 Cor. xv. 34. ‘* Awake to righteoufnefs, and 
¢¢ fin not: for fortie have not the knowledge of God.” | 
Samuel Collier was about fifty-eight years of age, and 
has been a labouring man at the lime-works for many years. 


His pafiage throngh life has been atterided with a large fhare 


of trials and difficulties ; his wife was much afflited for | 
many years previous to her death ; and one of his children 


‘was never able to walk, which is now above twenty years 


ef age. He once had his arm broke, and another time was 
tnuch hurt in the back; one or both of thefe being the 
effet of blafts by which he was hit. He always had the 
charater of a fober, induftrious man, and had frequently 
attended upon the miniftry of the word amongft the General 
Baptifts for many years; but in the year 1794 he faw more 


_ fully into the importance of religion, and heartily clofed in 
‘with that method laid down in the New Teftament ; believe 
ing with the heart unto righteoufnefs, and withthe mouth | 


making confeflion unto falvation. He propofed himfelf for 
fellowfhip, and was baptized December the a1ft, the fame 


Since his profeffion of religion he has conduéted himfelf 
in fuch a manner as did honour to the Chriftian caufe; 
thongh his fituation was even where Satan’s feat is ; drunk- 
entefs being a prevailing fin amongtft cohen yet from 


this beaftly and difgraceful fin he, through grace, kept him- 
‘felf pure. The life which he lived in the fiefh was by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved him, and gave himfclf _ 
‘for him. His religious privileges were highly prized by himy 
and his tender regard for the fpiritual welfare of thofe who © — 
_ lived in the fame village has made his remembrance dear to 
_ I had an opportunity of preaching in his houfe the night =| 
before the awful circumftance tovk place, and as, at the © 


fame village, a perfon had been killed about a fortnight be+ _ 
fore, I addreffed them from the words of our Lord to his © 
difciples, Luke xxi. 26. ‘‘ Watch ye therefore, and pry I 
$* always, that ye may be accounted worthy tocfcape all theie 
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opiTuary. 
thivgs that fhall come ’to pafs, and to ftand before the Sod 
tt of man.” After the meeting, he went to the houfe of the 
widow whofe hufband had been fo lately killed, and endea- 


_voured to adminifter religious gortifort to her mind, appear=- 
- ing remarkably lively and happy himfelf ; ig that if they 


did but attend to the exhortation they _ had 
what an unfpeakable advantage they might reap. 


This was the laf interview he had with any religious 
friend: He had not been very long at work the next morn- 


ing before he was called to ftand before the Son of man. I 


_ know fiot how to conclude this fhort narrative better thari 


wif the advice of our dear Lord and Matter, <¢ Be ye there~ 
fore ready alfo.”’ 


Fune 17 98. 


the Editor of the General 


TF you think the following awful fact deferving | a a place 5 
in it is at byour fervice, 


Sudden Death of William Hales: of Diuorndon, in the Céunty 


of Leicefter. 


In the morning of Monday, the f8th of Juri laft, he 


met with a fma!l difappointment, which operated on his un- 
fubdued - nature in a manner we forbear to defcribe. But 
grievance being redreffed, his paffion fubdued, and na- 
ture compofed, he went into the field to finifha rick of hay he 
had laid together the week before. On his way he met with 
two or three of his neighbours, with whom he converfed | 
with compofure and affability. They invited him to par- 
take of their nunchion, which he refufed, only faid he | 
would drink with them, which he did, and immediately 


fprung or leaped up, then funk down and inftantly expired 


_ without a word or a groan; a feeble figh was all that was _ 
beard from him. 


Reader reflet. Shouldf thou be thus fuddenly called, 


art thou prepared to meet thy God, and ftand before his 
gread 
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HEAVEN. 


-| 


falfe and fiatt’ring world, | 
adieu: 
A heav’nly ftate attracts my view, 
Where folid pleafures roll ; 
never-failing ftreams of blifs 
’ Diffufe their joys thro’ all the place, 
And richly feaft my foul. 


Nee 


‘There fylvan fcenes and gold retreats, 
With beds of aromatic {weets, 
My raptur’d foul regale : 
Vaft plain: in flver verdure drefs’d, 
With ttreams of pearly w:ters blefs’d, 
Which never, never fail. | 


There myrtle bow’rs and lovely groves, 

Aina fragrant meads and rich alcoves, 
Surprize my wond’ring eyes. 

Gay foring, inimiling garment clad, 


Excite unnumber’d joys. 


Pure exhalations there arif, 
And waft ‘heir odours round the fkics, y 
In gales of rich perfume: 
fild zephyrs fan the gladfome plains, 
Archangeis ftrike their nobleit Rratas, 
And faints their harps refume. 


w 


No gloomy clouds there intervene, 
| "To change the joy, or prefs betw een, 
My deareft Lordand me: © 
But lafting peace, unmingled blifs, 
Miy-weary foul thal! ever bleis, 
With full felicity. 


A HYMN to FESUS. 


JE SUS! O moft delightful name, 
| For ever thou my breatt inflame: 
7 bs Excite my foul to. ling thy praife, 
| in loity and hamonious lays, 


Swect flow’r's that bloom but never fade, ! 


POETRY, 


] The Friend that purchas'd heav’n fag 
me, 

The Lord whe hone on Calv'ry’s t ee, 

Pour'd out his blood my foul to fave, | 

And raife me from the gloomy 2 rave, 


His name, let angels loudly fing, 
And cryfta] archesring; 
The plains refound the deed, 

Of Jeius dying in my ftead. 


And thou, O Earth, exalt thy voice ; i 
Bid all thy tamily rejoice 5 ; 

Cail ev'ry hill, and ev’ry ‘grove , 
To itnels Redeemer’s love, 


| 
| 
| 


Command the winds to (peak his name, 
And bid the gales proclaim his fame, ‘ 
Each breeze to whifper jefu’s birth, 
And zephyrs tell his Sgrecious worth, | 
} Ye fhady w alks and filent glades, 
Ye murm’ring ftreams and {weet cafy 
cades, 

Ye pouring torrents, and ye feas) 

My Jeiu’s name in anthems raife, 


Ye tow’ ring foreits, fmiling meads, 
Ye od’rous fields, and lonely fhades, 
Yerocks and mountains, burning fands 
how! ling w attes and defart 


J 


And o’er your tongues let muficemove 


Proclaim his goodnefs and his might, — 
From morning dawn till fable night. 


Ye dancing lambs bleating iheep, 
Ye countleis hofts that ever creep, 
Ye lowing herds and leaping decry 

| Ye aymies that fy through the air, 


xe prowling | ions, leop ards fair, 

Ye tygers fierce and iwbivies fevere, 

Ye rav’nous bears, ferocious broods, 
Grow! forth his name thro all the woods. 


| Exalt his m mercies as ye roam, : 
And found his love to Jands unknown 3 
Speak of his pains upon the tree, 

| When he expir’d in agony. 


. 
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Thou Sun ratte*% the facred truth, 
That fefus his Father’s wrath 5 
Suftain’s the curie to traitors due, 
Was crucified and mangled too, 


“When thou, atham’d of fuch a fight, 


Veil’d all thy beams in difmal night ; 
Thy face with horror turn’d afde, 
When Jefus, my dear Jefus died. 


Thou Moon the facred faét rehearfe, 


That Jefus bore my heavy curte ; 
When thou the wond’ rous fcene didft 
view, 


| ouffus’d thy face in blackeft hue. 


Each ar, affert th’ amazing deed, 


That caus*’d your Lord for me to bleed: 
‘Vell ali the orbs that round you roll, 
The goodnefs of his matchlefs foul. 


Then fhout his praife in heav’nly ftrains, © 


While you traverfe the ftarry plains ; 
And there in chorus grand combine, 


_ ‘To fing the depths of love divine, 


J fain would join the immortal fong, 
And mingle with the heay’nly throng ; 
But, ah! this flefh obftructs my flight 
To thofe unclouded realms of light. 


H.T. 


Defiring to CHRIST, 
By Mr. — 


O for a mind and wifdom! to impart 

That fomething which lies glowing ‘in 
my heart; . [ of old, 

That fpirit which poffefs’d the fajnts 


While to mankind their meffages they 
told! 


Defcend, bleft Spirit! and infpire my 
fing 
To thee the charms of eloquence belong: 


My earthly with thy heav’nly treafure 
fill, [hill ; 


And lead my thoughts to Sion’s facred 


_ Where grows that wifdom I defire to 


know, | flow. 
And nobleft truths in fofteft numbers 
Purge darknefs from my eyes, and clear 
my ight: 
My mind illumine with celeftial light. 
Poffets my pow’rs, with wifdom fill my. 


foul, [ coal, 


my liow lips touch with a living 


Then fend me forth with ¢ courage to 
proclaim [name 5 
Salvation freely through a Saviour’s 
To warn the wicked, comfort thofe i 
mourn, 
And the u ngodly to their Maker turn. 
O may it be my pleafure to record, 


| To fpread the honours of my bleeding 


Lord ! 


Shall I lock up his goodnefs in my hearty 
And not his kind cetigns to man impart ? 


j Shall 4 his talent (tho’a fmall one) hide 


And tinners perifh, for whom Jefus died 
No: declare, affifted by his gracey 
glorious gofpel to the human race, 


} O for an angel’s voice, to fend the at 


The joyful tidings, to ‘the world around ! 
Her, ye poor tinners, for I call to 
you, [ 

Of ‘all defcriptions, whether Greek or 


| No longer inthe paths of folly ftray, 


Dangers furround you, both eae night 


and day. 
The crooked paths of fin, i in W ‘hich you 
go, 


Are big with death, and terminate in 


However they appear, 
They lead to hell, and finith in defpair 
Turn to the Savigul, and his truth emt 
brace 5 | 
In his dear bofom you fhall find a piece 
Pardon and peace flow from his wounded 
Flee, finners, hither flee, and’ here 
Here mercy fweetly flows in ftreams 
divine, 
In rivers of celeftial milk and wine. 
Embrace the offer ; truft injJefu’s name; 
All other faviours ‘atterly difclaim. 
Ye broken-hearted, lift yqur minds 
above, love. 
And dry your weeping eyes, for Godis | 
The voice from heav’n declares, he fent 
his Son, [ done, 
To die for crimes which you and I have — 
W hoever comes to him he wil! receive : 


None are abandon’d who in Chrift bee - 


lieve. 

O thou Redeemer of the human race! 
Farnifh thy heralds with peculiar graces 
And raife up more, the gofpel trump to 

blow, | know 3 

That all the world may thy falvation 
( hat grace may reign thro’ righteon{nefs 
divine, [ thine 5 
O’er all the nations where the fun thall 


Till the laft morning <ome=—then all 
arife, 


To ape the the glory of the fies. 
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40% SACRED 
To the Editor of the G. B. Let me thofe worlds of 
| § Where uncreated fulnefs is, 
IRs 


IF you prove the following lines to be | 


in any degree worthy of a place in 


your poetic dépattment, or in any 
commer of your Magazine, their in- 


fertion will oblige 
Your’s affectionately, 
T. J. 


‘They are the refult of the happy 
experience and triumphant death of a 


near and dear friend, weil authenticated, 


which in my humble opinion ftrongly 
evinces the gofpel to be the power of 
God to falvation. to every one that be- 
lieveth, however infidelity may oppofe, 
er profaneref deride. 


‘O DEATH! where is the Ring you 
have? 
Where is thy vitory, boafting grave? 
The congueft will be mine. 
I foon fhall pafs in triumph thro’ 
Your dark dominions, Jéfus knew, 
My Leader fo divine. 


 Oking ef terrors, from thy looks, 


My fpirit to thy fummons brooks, 
_ I nothing dreadful fee: 

It is not froma Judge fevere, ~ 

But from my bleffed Saviour there, . 
Who calls for worthlefs me. 


Thrice welcome meffenger, fo kind, 


No longer ] ihall be contin’d 


To this dark world of ftrife: 
From this tempeftuous fea I fly, 


‘To peaceful climes above the iky, 


o fhare eternal life. 


Hark! fw eet mufic greets my ear? 


$Lo! *tis the voice of Jefus near, 


give my foul new breath, 

¢ I fee him {miling o’er the tomb; 
* O how his beams difpel the gloom, 
And gild the thades of 


‘ Conte: ye bright guardians of the bleft, 
¢ Conduct me to eterna! reft, 


* Let me in Sion ftand. 
* Be gone, ye envious fhades of night® 
€ Conceal no longer from my fight 
That bieft, om promis’d land. 


© Of happinefs and joy. 
‘ Let me drink at life’s fountain- head, 
¢ And feed on that celeftial bread, 
| ‘ And never, never die. 


Come love, come and that 


day 

| *¢ For which I languifh, come away ; 3” 
Let me with joy behold 

My King, my Saviour, and my God, 

And feaft his endlefs love, 
And tafte thofe joys untold. 

Held out, my faitha—my patience, bend, 

Your work will foon be at an end; 
One effort more will reach 

The top of that eternal hill, 

Whofe brighteft fummit will reveal 
The dangers we’ve efcap’d. 


| | 


I fee new  profpeéts rife, 

‘ Thro’ blifsful fields unclouded fkies, 
« In one eternal {pring : 

‘ There the immortal groves afcend, | 

¢ Harmonious vales and hills extend, 

With fongs of angels ring.’ 


Roll fafter on, ye minutes roll 5 
I grow tmpatient for the goal ; 

] long to be at reft. | 
| O let me drop this load of fin! 
O let me, let me enter in, 


And be with Jefus blett 


On HEAVEN, 


FAR o’erthe arches of yon azure fkies, 
| Manfions of blifs, immortal ftru€tures 
files 
Of gold the walks, of pearls the thining 
floors, | 
-Oncryftal hinges turn the tuneful doors. 
There the brave troop of crimfon mar- | 
tyrs ftand, _ [hand, 
| Holding the palms of viét’ry in their 


| There too, with looks of love, in robes 


of light, [[bright. 
The Saviour reigns, magnificently 
Would you, fair youth, of heav'nly lite 
poffeft, 
Sit with thofe faints i in everlafting reft 2 
| A guide behold! the gofpel marks the 


| To thofe ble& regions of eternal day.” 
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eftate of ten thoufand pounds, which he divided almo 
His fecond fon was Robert Hale, a barrifter of Lincoln’s inn 3 


of Aton: of this martiage théré was no other iflue but this 
one fon of whom we are writing. His father was a man 


AUGUST, 


| 


BIOGRAPHY: 
‘MEMOIRS OF SIR MATTHEW HALE, 
Biographical Colleftions, vol. ii. p. 85. and Bifhop Burnets 
Life of Sir Matthew Hale. 


| 


E was botn at Alderly, in Gloucefterhhire, the of 
November, 1609. His grandfather was Robert Hale, an — 
eminent clothier,; in Wotton-Under-edge; in that county, 


where he and his anceftors had lived for many defcénts, and 


had given larids for the ufe of the pdor. He acquired an 


amongft His five foris, befides He gave his 


He married Jdari, daughter of Matthew Poyntz, of Alderly, 
Efq. who was defcerided from that noble family of the Poyntz 


of that ftri€tnefs of confcience, that he gave over the praca 

tice of the law, becaufe he could not underftand the reafon 

of giving colour in pleadings, which as he thought, was to tell 

a lie, and that with fome other things commonly praétifed, 

feemed to him contrary to that exactnefs which became a 

Chriftian, fo that he withdrew himfelf from the inns of court 

to live on his eftate in the country. His charity to his poor 

neighbours was large while he lived, and when he died he 

left twenty pounds a year to > poor of Wotton, which i 
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- fon confirmed to them with fome addition; and with this ree 
gulation that it fhould be diftributed among fuch poor houfe- 
as did not receive alms of the parifh. 
He was, foon deprived of the happinefs of his father’s 
_eare arid InftruGtion, for as he loft his mother before he was 
three years old, fo his father died before he was five: thus 
early was he caft on the providence of God. | 
| Great care was taken of his education by his guardian, 
_ Anthony Kingfcot, of Kingfcot, Efq. who intended him for 
- adivine, and being inclined to the way of thofe called Pus 
ritans, put him to fome fchools that had mafters of that fide. 
In the feventeenth year of his age he was fent to Magdalen. ~ 
hall, in Oxford, where Mr. Obadiah Sedgwick was his tutor. - 
He was an extraordinary proficient at fchool, and for fome > 
time at Oxford ; but the ftage-players coming thither, he was 
fo much corrupted by feeing many plays, that he almoft 
~ wholly forfook his ftudies. By this he not only loft much 
time, but Found that his head was thereby filled with vain 


images of things; and being afterwards fenfible of the mif- 


Ghief of this, refolved upon his coming to London, never 


to fee a play again, to which he conftantly. adhered. 

The corruption of a young man’s mind in one particular, 
generally draws on a great many more after it, fo he being © 
now taken off from his ftudies, and from the gravity of his — 
. deportment, that was formerly. eminent in him, far beyond 

his years, fet himfelf to many Vanities incident to youth, but 
ftill preferved his purity, and a great probity of mind. He 
be fine clothes, and delighted much in company: and be- 

g of a robuft body, he was a great matter at all thofe exe 
ercifes that required much ftrength. He alfo learned to fence, 
and became fo expert, that he worfted many, mafters of thofe 


grts.* 


’ He was now fo taken with martial matters, that inftead of 
going on in ‘his defign of being a fcholar or a divine, he | 
refolved to be a foldier: and his tutor, Mr. Obadiah Sedg— 


_* Bifhop Burnet relates, that a fencing mafter told Mrs 
Hale he could teach him no more, for he was now better at 
the trade than he was. Mr. Hale looked on this as flattery, 
and to know. thé truth, prorifed this mafter to give him the 
houfe he lived in, if he could hit him a blow on the head (he 
was his landlord). The fencing-mafter, after a little engages 
ment, hit him on the head, and Mr. Hale gave him the houfe 
freely ; and was not unwilling at that rate to learn fo early to 


difiinguifh flattery from plain and fimple truth, . 
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wick, going into the Low Countries chaplain to the renowned 
Vere, lie refolved to go along with him, and to trail a 
pike in the Prince of Orange’s army; but a happy ftop was 
put to this. refolution, which might have proved fo fatal to 
himfelf, and have-deprived the age of the great example he 

ve, and the ufeful fervices he afterwards did his country 
He was engaged in a fuit of law, and was forced to leave 
the uniseelan after he had been there three years, and go to 
London. He was recommended to Serjeant Glanvill for his 


-. counfellor, and he obferving in him a clear apprehenfion of 


things, and a‘folid judgment, and’a great fitnefs for the ftudy 
of the law, took pains to periuade him to forfake the theughts | 
of being a foldier, and to apply to the ftudy of the law. Ha 
was prevailed on, and on the eighth of November, 1629, it 
the twegty-firft year of his age, he was admitted into Lins 
coln’s inn: and, being then deeply fenfible how much time 
he had loft, and that idle and vain things had over-run and 
almoft corrupted his mind, he refolved to.redeem the timey 
and followed his ftudies with a diligence that could fcarce be 
believed, if the fignal effects of it did not gain credit to ain 

| 


* Bifhop Burnet relates the following hiftory to the honour 
of Serjeant Glanvill, who was fo inftrumental in reclaiming 
Sir’ Matthew Hale from his bad courfe of life. Serjeant. 
Glanvill’s father had a fair eftate, which he intended to fettle 
on the Serjeant’s elder brother; but he being a vicious young 
man, and there appearing no hopes of his recovery, he fettled’ 
it on. him, that was his fecond!{on. Upon his death, his eldeft 
fon finding that what he had before looked on as the threaten- 
ings of an angry father was now but too certain, became mee 
lancholy, and that by degrees wrought fo great a change on 
him, that what his father could not prevail in while he lived, 
was now effeéted by the feverity of his laft will, fo that it was 
now too late for him to change, in hopes of an eftate that was . 
gone from him. But his brother obferving the reality of the 
change, refotved within himfelf what to do: fo he called him, 
with many of his friends together to a feaft, and after other 
difhes had been ferved up to the dinner, he ordered one that 
- was covered'to be fet before his brother, and defired him to 
uncover it; which he doing, the company was furprifed to. 
hnd it full of writings. So he told them, that he was noweto 
do what he was fure his father would have done, if he had 
_ lived to fee that happy change, which they now all faw in his. 
brother; and therefore he freely reftored to him the whole 

eftate, Burnet’s Life, &c. p. ii, 
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ee He ftudied for many years at the rate of fixteen hours a days 
1 ne threw atfide all fine clothes, and betook himfelf to a plain 
i fatfhion, which he continued to nfe in many points to his dy- 
e.\ ingday. It is related, that paffing from the extreme of va- 
ee nity in his apparel, to that of negleCting himfelf too much, 


_ he was once taken when there was a prefs for the king’s fer- 
| ——s wice, as a fit perfon for it; but fome that knew him coming 
i by, and giving notice who he was, the prefs-men let him > 
go, and he returned to more decency in his drefs, but never 
gofuperfluity or vanity.) | 
_ - Yet he did not at firft break off from keeping too much | 
company with fome vain perfons, till a fad accident drove 
‘him from it. He was invited with other young ftudents, ta 
be merry out of town, and one of the company called for 
fo much wine, that notwi'hftanding all Mr. Hale coutd do ta 
ent it, he went on in his excefs, till he fell down as 
_ dead before them, fo that all that were prefent were not a 
hittle affrighted at it, who did what they could to bring him 
to himfelf again. This particularly affe@ed Mr. Hale, who 
thereupon went into another room, and fhutting the door, fell 
on his knees, and prayed earneftly.to God, both for his 
friend, that he might be reftpred to life again, and that him- a 
_ felf might be forgiven, for giving fuch countenance to fo 
much excefs: and he vowed to God, that he would never 
- again keep company in that manner, nor drink a health while 
he lived: his friend recovered, and he moft religioufly ob+ | 
- ferved his vow till his dying day ; though he was fometimes 
‘roughly treated for this, which fome hot and indifcreet men 


nie 


o——It is obferved, that Sir Matthew Hale, from the firft 
time that the impreflions of religion fettled deeply in hismind, _ 
ufed great caution to conceal it—for he faid, he was afraid he = 
fhould at fome time or other, do fome enormous thing, which, 
if he were looked on as a very religious man, might caft a | 
: reproach on the profeflion of it, and give great advantages to 
;\--« AMpjous men to blafpheme the name of God: “ but a tree is 
known by t's fruits,” and he lived not only free of ble- 
mifhes, or f-andal, but fhined in all the parts of his converfa- | 
tion: and perhaps the diftiuft he was in of himfelf, contributed 
not a little to the purity of his life, for he being thereby obliged 
to be more watchful over himfelf, and to depend more on the 
** aids of the _ of God,” no wonder if that humble tem- 
per produced thofe excellent effets in him, Burnct’s Life, 
Now 
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~ No¥ was-an entire change wrought on him ; now he for- 
fook all vain. company, and divided himfelf between the 
_ duties of religion, and the ftudies of his profeffion ; in the 
former he was fo regular, that for fix ahr thirtv years, he 
never once failed going to church on the Lord’s-day: This 
-obfervation he made when an ague firft interrupted that con- 
ftant courfe, and he refle€ted on it as an acknowledgment of 


God’s great goodnefs to him, in fo long a continuance. of his 
health. 

He took a ftri& account of his time, of which the reader 
will beft judge, by the fcheme he drew for a diary, which, 
fays the writer of his life, I fhall infert, copied from the 
original, bat am not certain when he made it. | 


Morning. 

I. To life up the heart to God in thankfulnefs for renew- 
ing my life. 
II. To renew my covenant with God in Chrift, 1. By 
renewed aéts of faith, receiving Chrift, and rejoicing in the 
height of that relation, 2. Refolution of being one of his 
people, doing allegiance. 

III. Adoration and prayer. 

1V. Setting a watch over my own infirmities and paffions ; 
over the {nares laid 3 in our way. Perimus licitis. 


Day Employment. 
There muft be an employment, two kinds. 
J. Our ordinary calling to ferve God in it. Itis a fer- 

vice to Chrift, though never fo mean, Colof. iii. Here 

faithfulnefs, diligence, cheerfulnefs. Not to paste ts my felf 
with more bufinefs than I can bear. | 


YI, Our fpiritual employments. Mingle of 
God's immediate fervice in this day. fi 


Refrethments. 


‘hes A “Meat and drink : moderation feafoned with fomewhat. 
af God. 


II. Recreations: 1. Not our bufinefe. 2. Suitable, No 
vam if given to covetoufnefs or paffions, 


If alone. 


I. Beware of wandering vain luftful thoughts : fly from 
thyfelf rather than entertain thefe. 


II. Let thy folitary thoughts be profitable, view the evi- 
dences of thy falvation, the flate of thy foul, the coming 


| 


> 


about: remitting all other cares and thoughts. as. unfeafona- 


or favour to, the rich, ‘in peint:of juftice. 
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of Chrit, thy. own. mortality will thee hurible 
7 and watchful. 


Do south to them. Ue God’s name’ Beware 


of leaving’ an: ill. impreffion of ill’example. Receive good 
them, ‘if more knowing. 


_Evenin, 
Cat up the accounts of the day. Of ought 
pardon. Gather refolution of more vigilance: if well, ‘lets 
the mercy and grace of God that hath fupported. thee. 


Thefe notes have an imperfeaion in the wording: them, 
which fhew.they: were only intended for his private uf. 
It may not be unfit to conne& with the above rules, thofe 


which he fet himfelf at his entry upon the important: rffice 
of a Judge. 


Things neceflary to be continually had ce. 
I, That in the adminiftration oft juftice, I am int fted 
for God, the king, and country ; and. therefore, 


That it be done, 1. 2. deliberately, 3.re- 
folutely. 


ILE. That. I-rett’ not upon mine own underftandin OF 
frength, but implore and reft. uperr the:dreGion and 
of God 


LV. That in the execution of juflice, I carefully lay afide 
_ mine own paffions, and not give wae to them, however o 
voked. 


That I be wholly intent upon the bufinefs 


ble, and interruptions. 


VI. ‘That I fuffer not myfelf to be iepeltieited with ig a | 
judgment at all, tll the’ whole neta and both partiesbe 
heard. 

VIL. That I never engage miles | in the beginning of 


Cauie, but referve myfelf till the 
heard. 


VIII. in. bufinefs capital, though my nature 


me to pity, yet to confider is alfo due to 
country. 


IX. ‘That-Lbe not too rigid in matters purely confciens 
tious, ‘where all the harm ‘is diverfity of judgment. if 


That] ber not: biaffed. with compafiion to: ‘the poor, 


XI. That 


| 
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That pepular.or court applaufe, or diftaftes no 
influence into, any thing. I do. point of of 


juitice. 


XII. Not t to be folicitous nih men will, forts or think, ‘fo 
long keep myfelf exactly according to the: sules of 
tice. 

XIII. If in criminals i it be a meafuting caft, to incline to 
mercy and acquittal. 
-X1V. In criminals that confit merely in when 


no more hatm enfpes, moderation is no injaftice. 


XV. If ériminals of blood, if the fa& be evident, feverity 
is juftice. 
~ XVI. To abhor all private folicttations, of what kind 
foever, and by. whornfoever, in matters depending, 
XVII. To, charge my fervants, 4.. Not to interpofe in 
any bufinefs a sue 2. Not to take more, than their 
ac Me fees. ot to give any undue precedence to caufes. 

. Not to council. 
* XVIUIL. To be fhort and _— at meals, that I may be 
fitter for bufinefs. - 


No bin that a man who fet fuch rules to himfelf, asi 
fincerely obferved them, became very eminent and remarka- 
ble. The hiftory of his life at large will abundantly thew 

his eminence, but we haften to the conFliasing fcene of life, 
only obferving, that he went through thofe dithculetifnes of — 
the interregnum from 1649, with great probity and honour, 
and was one of thofe in the partiament-houfe who {pake for 
fending conditions to king Charles‘ ‘before ‘his admiffion. 
He was alfo heartily engaged (together with Dr. Wilkins, 
afterwards bithop of Chefter, &¢.) in the attempt to bring 
a comprehenfion to pafs, for the’ more’ moderate diffenters, 
and a limited indulgence-towards fuch as could not be brought 
_ within the comprehenfion: but fo ftrong was the oppofition, 
that the whole project was let fall; and, fays Bifhop Bur- 
net, thofe who had fet it on foot came to be looked upon with 
an ill eye, as: fecret favourers of the Diffenters, underminers 
of the church, and every thing elfe that jealoufy and diftafte 
could caft upon them. On this occafion Judge Hale and 
Dr. Wilkins came to contraét a firm and familiar friendthip, — 
aod an intimacy and freedom in eonverfe, that the Judge 
with no ‘other. He held alfo great converfation with 
the reverend Mr. Richard Baxter, who was his neji ghbour at 
on whom he looked as a perfon of great votion’ 
and 


. 
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‘a piety, and of a very quick apprehenfion: ind d, ad 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTIVATING 


as the mere animal fpecies ; for the notion of innate ideas, 


Sal feelings and affetions, which conititute and diftinguifh 


| 


he thought the Nonconformifts were too hardly ufed, he 


_beflowed his charity largely among them, and took great 


care to cover them all he could, from the feverities tome 


(To be continued.) | 


SERMONS AND 


A 

| TASTE FOR READING, AS THE MOST. EFFEC- 

TUAL WAY OF FACILITATING THE aTrAiNe | 

MENT OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE. 
LETTER Il. 

MOTIVES 9O BXCITE TO EXERTION FOR THE ATTAINMENT 

OF KNOWLEDGE, 


| 


| 
| 


Tue only method that can be adopted, with any proba- 

bility of fuccefs, in aroufing the attention of my younger 
friends of both fexes, to the purfuit of knowledge, appears — 
to me to be this: to lay before them fome of thofe motives 
beft calculated to produce this effet. With this defign, 1 
beg leave to fubmit the following to their attentive and im- 

4. The firft confideration that forces itfelf upon us, is the 

defign of our Creator in endowing us with mind. When we 
firft come into the world, we are as deftitute of knowledge 


is, I believe, univerfally and juftly exploded. We are prin- 


. Cipally diftinguifhed by a capacity of acquiring knowledges — 
and the 


power of articulation to communicate that acquired | 
knowledge for mutual benefit. From the exercife of which 
powers proceed all thofe intelleGtual attainments, thofe mo- 
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us as rational, accountable beings, moral agents, and which 


render us capable of the duties of devotion and godlinefs, _ 


and of the enjoyment of immortality. If the above ideas be 
correét, then it will appear that we are not diftinguifhed 
from mere animals, at our introduction into the world, by /u- 
perior knowledge, but by a greater capacity, and the means of 
improving and employing that capacity in a direction, and to 
purpofes, for which they are neither capacitated nor intended. 
This fuperiority conftitutes an important diftinction, and de- 
mands our moit grateful acknowledgments. It is upon the 
degree of perfection that attends the organization of the brain, 
the exertion that is made to cultivate the mental powers, and 
the opportunities of acquiring information, that the difference 
obfervable in the intellectual world depends : ‘but more gene- 
rally the two latter. ‘The procefs feems to be this. By 
means. of the impulfes of external objects on our different 
fenfes, we derive all our fimple ideas, which are the materials 
of our knowledge; and by the powers of imagination and 
judgment, we.varioufly arrange, combine, and feparate them, 
form different aflociations, and reafon from them; and by the 
power of memory, we retain them for the various purpofes 
to which knowledge is appropriated. By thefe means we 
attain a knowledge of God, his works, his will, our focial 
relations and duties, and our everlafting deftination, By 
them we become the fubjeéts of all thofe moral fentiments 
of piety, benevolence, and univerfal juftice: and of thofe in- 
ward fenfations of pleafure, arifing from the contemplation 


of the Divine charaéter; a fenfe of his favour, and the ex- 


pectation of immortality, the proper refult of knowledge, and 


which could not be attained without that capacity employed 


in obtaining the neceflary information. Now, how. do we 
difplay a fenfe of the Divine goodnefs, in thus nobly endow- 
ing us, for He “ makes us to differ,” when we neglect the 


_ Only appropriate ufe of our powers, the great characteriftic 
_ diftin@tion of our nature? The defign of God in beftowing 


them is fo far defeated as this neglect prevails; and our in- | 
fenfibility and ingratitude becomes prominent, and highly cul~ | 
2. The purfuit of knowledge frengthens and invigorates the 

mental powers. It is a well known fact, that thofe parts of the 
animal machine which are moft in exercife, poffefs the great- 


eft portion of ftrength. Phyficians uniformly recommend 


moderate exercife, as the means of removing general or par- 


tial debility; and a life of inaétion is condemned, as pregnant 


with many diforders. Exercife braces the mufcular fibres, 
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increafes their tone, and fuperinduces a capacity of greater 
bodily health and exertion. This is equally true refpecting 


the faculties of the mind. Inaction impairs, while continued 


-modevate exercife proportionably’ invigorates. We fee this 


obfervation fubftantiated in the gradual unfolding of the in- 
fant powers of children. How weak are their powers of 

rception at firft! but by continually exercifing them on the 
diveriihed objects around them, they imperceptibly increafe, 
and flowly and gradually approximate to a ftate of compa- 
rative maturity, according to their refpective opportunities. — 
If exercife then, be ufeful in the latter, as in the former 
cafe, it is the more particularly incumbent on us to adopt it, 
as the mind is fuperior to the body, as the enjoyments of it 


~ are greater than thofe of fenfe, and as we are thereby enabled 


to render our fpecies more effential fervices. 
By ftrengthening the intellectual energy, we increafe the 
capacity of the mind. A perfon in health and vigour is 


capable of manual exertions, to which he would be inade- 


quate in a ftate of debility. Is not this equally the cafe re- 
fpectine the mind? ,With an enlarged capacity, we are capa- 
ble of Weeper inveftigations, greater acquirements and difco- 


veries, and much more important enjoyments and ufefulnefs. 


Thus we become more nearly allied to fuperior intelligences, _ 
and honour this alliance. While neglecting to attain inform-_ 


ation, we difgrace it, and neceflarily continue in a ftate of 
infancy. 


3. It affords the means of greater happinefs and ufefulnefs. 
Do we with to be happy? How can we obtain this, but in 
proportion to the means we enjoy and the exertions we 
make?’ By reading, reflection, and obfervation, the mind is 
enlarged, and we obtain a more complete liberation from 


thofe prejudices, and that littlenefs of mind which arife from 
confined views, and indiftinct perceptions. Our affections 


become more refined, and our moral feelings are rendered 
more acute, while the motives to piety and virtue operate 


more forcibly upon us. Do we defire to be ufeful? Let us © 


feck for knowledge, that we may be ufeful on a larger fcale. 


How ignoble is that mind that can live as it were infulated 


in fociety; who has no benevolent feelings for mankind; 
whofe wifhes, aims, and exertions are concentrated in his own 

individual comfort: Such live for no good purpofe. Soci-— 
ety would be better without them. It is undeniably the great 
purpote of life to be as ufeful init as wecan, This is a 
noble object, commenfurate to all our powers, fuited to our 


focial feclings and relations, and fhould be always kept in 
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view. The acquifition of knowledge enables us to be more 
extenfively ufeful. By removing our own ignorance, preju- 
dices, and errors, it qualifies us to remove thofe of other © 
perfons. By furnifhing us with the means of happinefs, it 
fupplies the means of contributing more to the happinefs of 
others. And thus we fhall more fully fubferve the great 
purpofe of our exiftence, and the benevolent defign of our. 
great Author. If I be ignorant of a truth, I cannot inform 
another of it, nor be the means of that advantage to him 
which arifeth from that knowledge. If I be ignorant of an — 
error, I cannot expofe it, or of a vice, I cannot warn him 
of it, or of a duty, I cannot point it out, and recommend 
it to his regard. If I be unacquainted with the ftrongeft in- 


ducements to a right condu&t, I am deftitute of the means | 


of acting moft forcibly on the minds of thofe I may with to 
improve. The cafe, I prefume, is fo plain, as to render fure 
_ 4. Knowledge preferves us from becoming the dupes of 
fuperfiition and impofture. When were the horrid fuperfti- 
tions of the Romifh church introduced? When was the 
pope fuffered to invade the throne of God? When did the 
priefts obtain an unbridled controul ovér the purfes and con- 
fciences of men? During the dark period of the middle ages, 
when the groffeft ignorance reigned ; but which gave way on 
the revival of literature, as autumnal milfts are diflipated by 
the darting rays of the fun. What has given encouragement | 
to the occult fciences, the arts of necromancy and conjura- 
tion, and the common opinion concerning witchcraft? The 
ignorance and credulity of a gaping multitude ; which an 
acquaintance with the phenomena of nature, and the exer~ — 
cife of free and fober refleGtion alone, can effeftually remove. 
To the difgrace of our age and nation, encouragement is ftill 
given to fuch opinions and praétices. ‘The only way to be 
emancipated from fuch prejudices, and avoid fuch impofi.~ 
tions, is to give fcope to inveftigation, acquire a jufter way 
of thinking, and have our minds ftored with correct ideas.* 


Ie 


* A ftrong predile&tion for the marvellous and extravagant 
has always formed a diftinguifhed and ftriking feature in every 
- rude, uncultivated mind.{ Nor in any age has there been wante 
_ ing knavery ever ready and eager to take advantage of credu+ 
lity and ignorance. Hence have many idle and abfurd fuper- 
{tititions derived their origin, and been molt induftrioufly pro- 

pagated amonglt the ancient during that long 


‘ 


5. It enables a perfon to make a more re/peciable appear 
ance in fociety.— The good opinion of mankind is defirable | 
as a means of ufefulnefs. It gives us eafier accefsto them, - 
and begets confidence, and therefore increafes our opportuni- 
ties of doing them good. Kut it ought by no means to be 
fought by any dereliction of principle, indifference to truth, 
or improper compliances of conduct. When accident, choice, © 
or bufinefs brings us into their company, and the converfation 
turns on the common topics of geography, hiltory, religion, 
government, jurifprudence, public manners, &c. it is furely 
honourable, to fay the leaft of it, to be qualified to take a 
part in the converfation, to throw light on the fubje@, and 
contribute to the information or entertainment of thofe with 
‘whom-we converfe. ‘To be perfect novices in thefe matters, 
will give them no favourable idea of our underftanding or 
tafte. By colloquial difcuffions we may derive much benefit, | 
when they are carried on with a proper temper. The plea- 
_fure arifing from the free focial intercourfe of polifhed life, 
_ conflitutes an exquifite fource of human happinefs. General 
information fits us both for enjoying and communicating this _ 
hhappinefs, I may add too, that it will increafe the reputation 
of the body to which we belong. I grant it to be of the 
greateft confequence, to fupport the character-of a fincere, 
con{cientious, upright Chriftian ; but whence would arife the — 
harm, if we fhould labour to caufe it to be faid, ‘* The © 

«* General Baptifts are an intelligent, ftudious, fenfible body — 
«¢ of Diffenters—have a paflion for knowledge, and are the 
_ fteady friends of free enquiry.” 

6. Knowledge fupplies us with greater refources ap times 
of difficulty, difirefs, and the decline of life. nthe progrefs 
of human life, many circumftances take place which are 
attended with intricacy, perplexity, and danger ; in which a 
_ perfon has-nothing to look to, under God, but the refources 
| of his own mind. I hope it already appears fufficiently clear’ 


of ignorance which inveloped and 
the mejor part of mankind. Much of this darknefs has been 

already diflipated by the pure light of the gofpel, which has re- 
ceived no trifling and inconfiderable affiftance from that /pivit 
of rational philofophy, fo eminently difplayed in thefe l.tter 
ages. Every effort to refcue mankind from this dreary bon- 
_ dage, how weak and circum{cribed foever it be, is juftly enti- | 


oa tled to the countenance and {upport of the candid and benevo- , 


lent. fee Naylor’s Four sermons on the ane of 
Superfittions, 
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to my reudiese, that a mind enriched by knowledge, and ac- 
quainted with human charaéters and manners, will know 


better how to a& in thefe circumftances than one, who is not. 


Under unavoidable difappointments and inquietudes, the at- 
tention is diverted, and the mind is, in fome meafure at 
deaft, difburdened of it’s care by books. When confined to 
the chamber of ficknefs by difeafe, and rendered incapable 
of difcharging the duties of a@tive life; a perfon well-ins — 
formed has more fubjeéts to exercife his mind upon, and 
draw comfort from ; and during a ftate of convalefcence, the 
weary hours are beguiled, the time improved, and informae 
tion gained by reading. At the clofe of life, when the ine 
firmities of age prefs upon us, and we are no longer fit to 
engage in it’s bufy fcenes, what a comfortable retreat do 
books afford! A perfon who has acquired a knowledge of — 
books, and a tafte for reading, will not only find thefe an 
inexhauftible refource ; but wil be able to dire& by his coun- 
cils what he can no longer perform himfelf. To be deprived 
_ of our fight, or our locomotive power, which is fometimes 
the cafe with perfons of advanced age, anttto be imprifoned | 
alternately in the chair and bed, and'to be continually con- 
verfant with the fame dull, tedious round of objedts, is a 
dreary, and chearlefs fituation without the above refources. 
. The word of God informs us, that it is by a general 
di ifisfion of knowledge, that that ameliorated and highly happy 
ftate will be introduced, whieh appears to be clearly foretold 
— jn God’s word. ¢$ Many fhall run to and fro, and knowledge 
«© fhall be increafed.” * Dan. xii. 4. © They fhall not hurt 
© nor deftroy in: all my holy mountain : for the earth thall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
“fea.” Ifa. xi. g. Religious knowledge may be principally 
intended in thefe places ; but this knowledge is to be the 
effect of an inquifitive difpofition, and due exertion to attain 
it. Befides, correé ideas of religion are moft likely to ac- 
pay a juft and liberal mode of thinking on other fub- — 
jets ; and an acquaintance with fcience in general. And, 
that this fhould be the cafe the reafons | think are obvious; 
How 


© Many hall r run to and fro, &c.i. e. be inquihitive, and hunt 
after trully Dr, Moore.——It is only by running to and fro; 
i.e. by diligent enquiry, by free difcuffion, and the collifion 
of different fentiments that knowledge can be increafed, truth 

ramet out, and the dignity of our Species promoted. 
| ‘PRICE, 
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How far diftant this period may be, it would be prefumptu- 
ous to hazard aconjecture. But that the great events that 
have of late exercifed the attention of Europe, are a part of 
that chain by which it will be introduced, is to me, evident 
from fome parts of prophecy ; and that fpirit of inveftiga- 
tion which prevails in every department of fcience, to a degree 
unexampied in former times, announces, as well as that it 
is calculated to expedite it’s approach. With fuch a profpedt, 
fhall we be ftupidly content in that ignorance which the light 
now dawning upon us, Is to chace away, and of whofe uni- 
verfal diffufion and refplendent luitre we have fuch certain in- 
formation? Shall we make no exertion to co-operate with 
thofe who are employed in this important work, nor even to 
avail ourfelves of their labours? What apathy doth fuch can- 
duét betray ! 
8. Lajfily—It may be the means of qualifying us for a 
more abundant portion of happinefs in the next world, 
Knowledge operates three ways in producing this—Fir/f. 
The continued exercife of our faéulties invigorates them, 
and increafes our’ capacity and comprehenfion, as we have 
already fhewn. ‘The. mind, like an elaftic veffel, is capable 
of diftenfion ; the more it is expanded, the more it will 
contain ; confequently they who have made the greatcft im- 
provements, will be capable of enjoying the more when 
they arrive at the regions of unadulterated and perfeét blifs, 
Second, It affords us more extenfive means of ufefulnefs. 
What we do not know, we cannot ourfelves perform, nor 
counfel and direét others to do. The more extenfive then 
our information is, the more effectually. this virtuous and 
benevolent work may be done: and as God has promifed to 
reward every one according to his works, they who have 
done the moft work, will receive the greatcft reward. Third, 
It affords a greater number and varicty of motives to animate 
to due exertion. Some have affirmed that there is the fame 
connection betwixt motive and aGion in morals, as there is 
betwixt caufe and efic& in phyfics. Kut this cannot be ad- 
-wnitted, in my opinion, wjthout making men machines, and. 
deftroying their moral agency, and accountablenefs, But it 
mutt be allowed that motives have great influence on human 
conduct. “Thofe can have no influence of which we are 
ignorant. Extenfive knowledge fupplies thefe, and confe- 
quently having more inducements to virtuous ations, we 
fhall exert ourfelves in works of godlinefs and benevolence, 
and for that exertion may. expect a proportionate reward. 


As 
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As I have young perfons particularly in view, I might urge 


as another motive their youth, and the advantage they have 


in point of profpect, which I} entreat them fully to confider. 
But I forbear to enlarge, as this letter is {welled to fo great a 


length. With refpect to thofe who are advanced in life, and 
who have neglected thefe confiderations and exertions, the 


above motives can only tend to excite painful'regret in their 
minds. 

And now let me intreat the readers of your Magisias to 
confider thefe things with attention and care. Weigh them 


well in your minds, witha ferious and praying difpofitions 


Seek earneftly divine affiftance, which you have every reafon 


to expeét when you earneftly apply for it. Think of the 
value of time, the defign of life, and the account you muft 


give to God on a future day. Confider the fuperior worth 


of mind to.body. Your mind is the jewel, your body is 


only the cafket. Will you be at expence and pains to adorn, | 


to pleafe, or to preferve the latter, and be indifferent to the — 


improvement and greateft poflible happinefs of the former? 
How grovelling! how inconfittent! how unlike a rational 


being, and efpecially an enlightened and active Chriftian is 
fuch conduat | If a perfon be about to fettle in a diftant 


country, you expect that common prudence will lead him te 
make all the preparation poffible, that he may fare the better > 
where he is going. Let prudence operate upon you, in a 
cafe of infinitely greater moment. I mut now take my 
leave of you forthe prefent, not without hope, that what £ 
have written, will excite refleCtion, and produce fome exer- 


tion. If any mind be fo far fecularized, as to be callous to 


the impreflions of thefe motives, which might be placed in a 
much more forcible lizht by an abler pen, he may seit be 
regarded as an object of pity. 


Yours, &c. 
20, 1798. PHILOMATH. 


THE MEDITATION OF A MINISTER AFTER BIS 
RETYRH: FROM PREACHING, JUNE 3, 1778. 


cc THIS evening, after a day of much fatigue, and too 


much barrennefs, went to preach to a crowded houfe-full 


of people. My heart was pained for them, and much drawn 
| out 
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out in prayer for affiftance and fuccefs among them. I was 
greatly fet at liberty, and enabled to {peak with much freedom 
and plainnefs, and [| truft, alfo, with power, from Heb. 
iv. 2. for which I defire to praife God. I fear that real, 
experimental and practical religion is at prefent, low, among 
_ profeffurs in general; and I feel it to be fo in my own | 
T have had a very great hurry of bufinefs months, 
which has probably contributed to bring my mind into it’s 
prefent low ftate. May the Lord pardon and quicken me! 
I hope I can fay with truth, that it is the grief of my heart 
to feel my foul fo little alive to God. I am now going off 
to an affociation ; and have the pleafing profpe&t, through 
the kindnefs of my landlord, who is building me a new 
- ftudy, that, after my return, I fhall have more convenient 
retirement than I have ever yet had. I determine, through 
divine afliftance, to be ferioufly employed in obfervation, 
meditation and prayer, throughout my intended journey ; 
‘and to be more diligent, in labouring, after my return, to 
promote the fpiritual welfare of my wife, my children, my 
fervants, my fcholars, and my congregation, than I have been 
in any former part of life. I would make the ruined con- 
dition of man, real converfion, experimental and practical 
godlinefs, with the peculiar doctrines of the gofpel, my prin- 
cipal ftudy. And I here, once more, furrender my body and 
foul afrefh to be the Lord’s, to ferve him, and promote his 
_ Intereft, all the days of my life. Lord, thou art my wit- 

nefs ; be thou my helper. : | 


Amen.” 


AN ADDRESS TO PROFESSORS OF 


THE PREVAILING NEGLECT OF WEEK 
DAY EVENING MEETINGS. 


DEAR FRIENDS, 
THE prophet Malachi hath left it upon record that in 
his day ‘* they that feared the Lord fpake often one to an- 
_ © other ;” and the apoftle exhorts the Hebrews not to for- 


fake the affembling of themfelves together, as the manner of 


-fome was. It is alfo well known that it hath long — 
the 
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the practice of moft diffenting congregations, and indeed of © 
{ome among the eftablifhment, to fet apart one evening in the 
week befides the Lord’s day, for public worfhip, and to enjoy 
the advantage of a fhort exhortation to théir refpective focial 
and relative Chriftian duties: which meetings have gene- 
rally been confidered, under the divine bleffing, conducive, 
hot only to the promotion of religion in genera}, but of ex= 
perimental and praétical religion in particular. But it is 
-very painful to obferve how very few there are that, with re- 
gularity and conitancy, fill up their places at thefe opportuni+ 

This we find to be a matter of complaint from many 
‘places at our annual affociations, both as it tefpects week day 
evenings; afid Lord’s day motnings: and that the complaint - 
is general, we may learn by converfing with both minifters | 
‘and people of differenr denominations. 
‘ Happy fhould I be-if there Wete lefs caufe for complaints 
of this nature, and that evangelical minifters of every name, 
inftead of having little befides the walls and feats of their 
chapels, had the general part of their congregations before 
them, defiring to hear the words of eternal life, feeding upon 
them with facred delight, faying they are fwéet to our tafte, 
{weeter than honey, ot the hohey-comb; more precious than 
thoufands of gold and filver. TTo fuch who frequently neg- 
le&t both their duty and their privilege in this refpe@, I beg 
leave to fubmit a few things to their confideration. Firft, 
think clofely how youf paftor or teacher (who it is fuppofed 
is of your own choofing) muft feel in his own mind at feeing 
your places frequently empty. He has been diligently fearch- 
ing into the divine records for your advantage; he has laid. 
his own cafe and yours before the Lord in fervent fecret 
‘prayer, and repairs to the houfe of God, defirous to impart 
unto you fome fpiritual gift, to the end ye may be eftablifhed. 
But to you, whofe good he peculiarly ftudied, his ftudies, 
his prayers, his exhortations, are all loft; he returns in fad- 
nefs, complaining to his God, in the bitternefs of his foul, 
_ «© T have laboured in vain, and fpent my @rength for nought.” 
Second, think how difcouraging to thofe few who do attend, 
to obferve fuch a remifinefs in many of their brethren, and- 
_ along with this, perhaps, a knowledge that only fome trifling 
_circumftances have hindered you from toming ; nor has your 
negle&t an unhappy effe& upon thefe only ; but alfo upon all — 
fuch as are under any ferious impreffions of religion; to fuch 
your conduct frequently proves a {tumbling bibe 


. Third, 


2x Enquire, 


| 


|“ of hofts; my King, an 


- “wings. They fhall be abundantly fatisfied with the fatne 


_ of thy pleafures.” Pfal. xxxvi. 7, 8. 


"Anno 1749. 
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Enquire, I pray you, whether this negleé&t, if frequent, has 
not an unhappy effect upon your own minds, - ate fuffer 


_ nothing to keep you back but what you are perfuaded will 


ftand before God, the Searcher of hearts? Has not your — 
faith been weakened, nor your love diminifhed ? Have not 


_ the fp.ings of evangelical obedience been impaired? And has 


not a worldly fpirit and conduct fucceeded in their place? 1€ 


_ this be the cafe, it is alarming indeed. 


My dear friends, if you have a defire remaining to ftrength- 


en the hands of your minifters in their arduous woik, to en- 


courage the hearts of your brethren in their pilgrimage, and 


to keep up the life, and power, and joy, of religion in your 


own fouls, as well as to contribute to the promotion of re-_ 
Jigion in the world, fill up your places in the houfe of God. 
Make it appear that your views correfpond with thofe of Da- _ 


wid, when he fays, Pfulm Ixxxiv. 1—4. “ How amiable are 


« chy tabernacl’s, O Lord of hofts! My foul longeth, yea, 


- even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my 


“ firth crieth out for the living God. Yea, the fparrow 
« hath found an houfe, and the {wallow a neft for herfelf, 
“ where fhe may lay her young; even thine altars, O Lord 

my God. Bleffed are they that 
“ dwell in thy houfe: they will be ftill praifing thee.” 
_ How excellent is thy loving kindnefs,O God! therefore 
“ the children of men put their truft under the fhadow of th 


“ of thy houfe; and thou fhalt make them drink of the river _ 


That the above may become the experience of every read- 


er’s heart isthe prayer of 
A Well-wifber to Zion. 


BAPTIST HISTORY. 


| HISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION OF CENE= 


RAL BAPTISTS. 


Continued rom page 282. 


Ir may be recollected by many aged perfons that the per- 
formance the cercmony of marriage was not exclulively 


the 
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the privilege of the eftablifhment, the Quakers, and Jews, 
till about forty-four years* ago, but Diflenters of every de. 
nomination were allowed to perform it in their Own way, 
and {uch marriages were deemed legal and valid. s 

This new denomination of Diffenters therefore availed 
themfelves of the privilege, having an equal right with others, — 
according to the law then exifting. They had their own 
form, and many of their community were married by their 
own minifters. Among others, Mr. John Aldridge, of Hug- 
glefcote, was married to Mifs Elizabeth Cooper: nor had 


they any reafon to fufpect damage in confequence of it. But __ 


implacable enmity never wants means of torment, when there 
is an object on which to exercife it’s vengeance. The 
priefts and the rulers @f the people found it very eafy to per- 
fecute the innocent and benevolent Jefus, his apoitles and © 
followers, and to ftir up the ignorant multitude to acts of 
audacity and violence, which they would never have thought 
of, or would have been afhamed to commit, had they not been | 
inftigated by powerful, interefted, bigotted and unprincipled — 
men. 

The circumftance now alluded to, was accompanied with 
no {mall fhare of the fame fpirit. A gentleman, the father 
of a clergyman, whofe name it is better to confign to obli- — 
vion, ufed the churchwarden as his tool to indict Mr. Al= — 
dridge in the fpiritual court for living in adultery with Eli- 
zabeth Cooper. ‘The refult was, the gentleman and his tool 
were caft, and Mr. Aldridge was adjudged by the court as 
legally married. Dr. Turville, of hurlafton, was 2 princie- 
pal friend of Mr. Aldridge, and affifted him much by his 
direction and advice in the bufinefs. The churchwarden, 
defeated in his attempts, and fearing future confequencesy 
was very defirous to make Mr. Aldridge fatisfaétion, to pre- 
vent a profecution againft him for defamation: and thus this. 
bufinefs ended about the middle of the year 1750. a. 

_ The favourable iffue of this bufinefs to Mr. Aldridge, how- 
ever, did not extinguifh the malevolence of his enemies, but 
rather inflamed them more than ever, The gentleman be- 
fore mentioned ufed almoft every mean in his power to dif, 

race himfelf and injure the objects of his hatred and malice. 
He would frequently fhout at them while paffing in the ftreet, 


 ™ See an a& paffed 26 Geo. II. cap. xxxiii. § 8. and 18. 
by which all Diffenting Denominations, except Quakers and 
Jews, are prohibited the folemnization of matrimony in their 
congregations, 
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and thus excite others to infult and abufe them. An inftance 


of this fort occurred at Huggiefcote feaft. Mr. Aldridge, his 
wife, and feveral others, were returning peaceably home trom 


the houfe of a friend, where they had been paying a focial vifit, 


when, lo! they were quickly furrounded by an outrageous 


-mob, headed by the gentleman. They were pufthed be- 


fide the caufeway, thrown down and kicked by the*Shep- 


herd, and moft favagely treated by his dogs., ' he infurgents 


purfued them till they found an afylum inthe houfe of Mr. 
Cooper: nor could the riot be quelled till the conftable 
interfered ; and by his refolute exertions they were obliged 


to defift. 


In confequence of this outrageous. conduct, and other 
inftances of a fimilar kind, a profecution was entered againft 
the principal offender. The caufe was tried at the affizes in 
Leicefter, held in Auguft, 17515; and during the trial the | 
jury were overheard, confulting among themfclves, and agree- 
ing to give the caufe to the defendant, let the evidence of the 
plaintiff be whatfoever it might... All the influence that 
could be procured on the fide of the defendant was employed, 


while the plaintif refted the evidence on notorious facts, at- 


tefted by witneffes whofe chara@ters were unimpeached, and 
whofe manner was fo fimple, and their teftimony fo clear 
and uniform, that the judge obferved, it was impoffible to 
controvert it, or bring other evidence which could in the 


‘Jeaft invalidate it. He propofed to the defendant to come to 
fome terms of agreement, and mentioned a fum, which he 
thought reafonable, and very moderate, confidering the na- 
‘ture, and aggravating circumftances of the offence. This 


was refufed, and a lefs fum was then propofed, to which the 
defendant agreed, cach paying his own expences of attornies 
and council. ‘Thus malice and intolerancy were again de- 


- feated, and the civil and religious rights of Englifhmen, 


which, in thefe people, had been dreadfully invaded, were 
afferted, and reftored. But had the judge been a perfecuting 


bigot, it would have afforded a glorious opportunity, with © 
fuch a jury, for infolence and tyranny to over juf- 


tice and law. 

The principal witnefies for the profecution were Robert 
John Aldridge, Jofeph of Norman- 
ton 


: Joleyh Donifthorpe, who was one of the preachers, and a | 


man of quick on, and ready being called 
to 
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ton on the Heath, Jofeph Bent,* of Stanton under Bardon, | 
€dward Grimley, of Donington, and Mary Aldridge. Thefe 
were feverally examined, and had thefe been infufficient, 
there were many others at hand, who were ready when called — 
for to make their depofitions. 

In confequence of this victory over oppreffion, and perfe- 
cution, the people of this fociety confidered it as a fignal in- 
terpofition of divine Providence, and appointed and obferved 
a day of thankfgiving to Almighty God for fo great a blef- 
fing. It was held on the 8th of Auguft, OS. and conti- 
nued annually, fo long as the people were connected in one 
body ; but on the divifion of the church into diftiné parts, 
it was generally iaid.afide. “The day was fpent in finging, © 
‘ prayer, &c. accompanied alfo with a kind of love-feaft. 
~ It was a juft obfervation of Zophar, Job xx. 5. ‘* that 
*¢ the triumphing of the wicked is fhort.” ‘Lhis was veri- 


to give evidence, fpake with uncommon boldnefs, at the fame 
time manifefting fuch ferioufnefs and honefty, as made no {mali 
impreffion on the whole court. In addrefling the judge, he 
prefaced his {fpeech, which was of confiderable length, in the 
following manner. ‘* Iam fenfible, my lord, that I now ftand 
_ $* before not only an earthly judge, but that [ am alfo in the 
‘6 prefence of the Judge of heaven, and being accountable 
‘¢ hereafter foy all I fay, fhall {peak the truth.” 


* Jofeph Bent, in making his depofition, excited a good 
deal of rifibility in court, being introduced nearly in the fol- | 
lowing manner. | & 

~Counfel. What have you to fay refpeéting Mr, F.? 

Bent. Why,—he fhouted, and whooped, and made a queer 
He fhouted, and whooped, and made a queer noife. 
Well: and pray, Mr. Bent, what was the queer noife that he 
made? What was it like? | eh 
Bent. It was like the noife of a padge. — 

Counfel. And pray what fort of noifle was that? Can you 
imitate it ? | 

Bent. Why,—I don’t know; but I almoft think I can. 
_ Counfel, Come, then, let us hear what the noife of a padge | 
pee | 


Bent. Whoo—oo0—oo—oo. 

- This was done fo completely padge-like, that it might have 
‘been fuppofed there had been an owl in court. An univerfal 
| burft of laughter crowned Mr. Bent’s evidence. N.B. Padge 


1s a very common provincial appellation in Leicefterfhire among 


ficd 


tue vulgar, fortheowl, 
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fied in the unhappy man who was the prime in? ment of 
thefe difiurbances: for on the day he paid the penalty, he 
was taken ill of the fmall-pox, and died in a ‘i daysaf- ___ 


ter. 
_ Though this circumftance does not prove it to be a judg- 
ment from heaven for his perfecuring condu@, yet it may be 
juftly regarded as an awful warning to fuch chara@ers ; and 
it would contribute to their honour, and the welfare of fo- 
Ciety, were they ferioufly to lay it to heart. — if 


_ The preachers had hitherto proceeded without any other — 


-— ficence for preaching than that of Jefus Chriit, ‘* Preach the | 


<¢ gofpel to every creature.” But fince they had met with 
confiderable troubles already, and were Hable to more, for 
want of legal protection, fix of them availed themfelves of 


the benefit of the toleration act, and were regiftered at the 


general quarter feffion for the county of Leicefter. “The per- 
fons regiftered were Jofeph Donifthorpe, John Whyatt, John 
Aldridge, Samuel Deacon, Francis Smith, and John Grim- 


Being thus legally qualified, their boldnefs, and their acti- 


ity increafed. They ceafed not to ‘* teach and preach 
_&¢ Jefus Chrift” wherever they came, or had opportunity, 


and continued in growing ufefulnefs among their ignorant 
fellow creatures. However deficient they were in literary 
acquirements, or deftitute of the ‘* honour which cometh 


€¢ from men,” ‘they poffeffed thofe qualities which rendered 


them eminently fuccefsful in ‘‘ turning finners from dark-— 
<¢ nefs to light, and from the power of Satan. unto God.” 
They fiudied the language of the ‘gofpel, and that of na- 


ture. ‘They entered into the fpirit of religion, for they felt 


it’s power. Their tale was fimple, and their mode of telling 
it artlefs. ‘Their fituation and connections in life were 
among the lower clafs of fociety, refiding in villages, and 
lonely cottages. To fuch their addrefs was’ more acceptable 


_ than the beft compofition, or the moft laboured eloquence, © 


Five. ot thefe worthy men have finifhed their courfe, and 


~ itis hoped are enjoying the reward of their labours! 


Ohad they, ere they fled, each dropp’d his mantle, 
_ And left to their fucceffors double portions 
Of their fpirit 
(To be continued.) — 
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To the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 


Convince, as 1 am, of the importance of avoiding con- 
troverfy in religious Magazines, I was not a little furprized 
at reading a letter in your laft number, figned Z. which 
contains fome uncommon obfervations on the third number 
of the Chriftian Philofopher. Were nothing but the philo- 
fophical reputation of Sacro. Bofco at ftake, it would not, 
_ perhaps, be of fufficient importance to claim any corner of 
your valuable pamphlet, for-it’s vindication. But, as the 
— ufefulnefs of that part of- your Magazine, and, in a more 
remote degree, of the whole work itfelf, would, in my opi- 
nion, be materially injured, if fuch a piece fhould pafs un- 
noticed, I prefume, Sir, that you will fee the neceflity of 
allowing a page or two, in your next number, for a few 
curfory remarks on that extraordinary production. = 
_[ thank your correfpondent fincerely for pointing out the 
-falfe concord, and fhall not forget to infert 1t among the 
corrigenda, at the clofe of the work. Having, however, — 
acknowledged this Japfus penne, I fhall not detain you with 
any remarks on his objections to the propriety of the 
_ metaphors: but leaving him the tafk of raifing walls and 
conftructing roofs for the ftore-houfes of nature, and of ~ 
extending the Eaft India warehoufes over all the plains of 
Indoftan, I fhall haften to what is of more confequence, the © 
obje€tions which he makes to the truth of the doétrines © 
Contained in the paper which he has honoured with his ani- 
Your correfpondent, in his parenthetical manner (for he 
48 very dextrous at putting a wheel ‘within a wheel), firft — 
enquires, why tafte and feeling are not added to fight, hear- 
Ing, and fmell, in S.B.’s enumeration of the fenfes that 
‘depend on the agency of the air for their operations;. and 
afks, “ Are they not fenfes too?’”? How unphilofophical 
foever the common diftribution of the fenfes may be, S. B. 
ufed the term in it’s vulgar acceptation, and freely allows — 
that tafte and feeling are entitled to a rank amongft the reff, 
_ The fimple reafon why he omitted them in that conneétion 
was, becaufe they are not fo immediately dependant on the 
air 
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air for the difcharge of their proper fun@tions as the othé? 


fenfes are, though more mediately théir dperations depend 


on the fame ufeful element. Had not your correfpondent 
been fearful that more falfe information would have beer 


- gntruded on the public, it would have been as prudent, and 
perhaps as decent, to have deferred his remarks till S. B. had 


finithed the fubject. This would probably have enabled 
him to have formed more precife views of the writer’s inte 
tion, both in this and many other. paflages; on whith he 


has thought proper to animadvert. The juft definition of 
any fubject muft contain terms and phrafes, the full import 


which cannot be clearly comprehended without fome 
geeral idea of the whole fubject. And he that ventures 


‘to aifwer a matter before he hears it, muft blame himfelf if 


he fecl the confequences follow which Solomon has long ago 
foretold. Prov. xviii. 13. Your correfpondent’s zeak to 
prevent the propagation of error, perhaps fuffered him not 
to fee this danger, or infpired him with courage to brave it, 
This zeal is however very laudable, and demands the 
reverence of all lovers of truth. Had it been accompanied 


with an equal degree of knowledge, you,.Sir, would not 
_~ Bave been troubled with thefe hints. S.B. would gratefully 


have bowed to | 

Z.’s next enquiry is, “ Does the air convey light to the — 
“ever” If he will turn to the fecond number of the 
Chriftian Philofopher (CG. B. M. pp. 100, 101), he will fee 
an attempt to anfwer th. enquiry, which it therefore would 
be improper to repeat here. If he difpute the truth of 
what is there advanced, I would defire him to read any 
treatife on optics, and he will find many proofs, both theo- 
retical and experimental, in fupport of the facts there 
aflerted. Your friend, however, obferves, with a view, as 
it appears, to overturn the ‘credit of thefe demonftrations, 
that “ he has feen an exhaulted receiver, but never obferved 


the admonition, and filently have attempted 


“it to be dark within.” Granted, Sir. But, to anfwer his 


purpofe, he muft exhauft a room, and place himfelf witha 


lighted candle within it. _ Then, if he can contrive to breathe — 
an vacuo, or make his candie burn without air, he will be able 


+ to learn the effets of the air on light, by the privation of 


them. As long as the receiver is furrounded with air, and 


the light reflected in every dire€tion through it, it is very . 


_ @afy to conceive that it can never “ be dark within.” 8 


Your friend is foon after much offended at the tefm 
“heavy,” and, what is rather fingular, makes S. B. himfelf 
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prove that air is not heavy. S. B. is then inconfiftent. 
But let common fenfe judge. S. B. defines air to be a ** hea- 
tranfparent elaftic and compreffible fluid. Here, . 
itis evident, that all the epithets are ufed in an abfolute 
 fenfe ; and the obvious import is, that air poffeffes the pro- 
perties of weight, elafticity, &c. ‘There is no comparifon 
fuggefted. It is neither faid that air is heavier than gold, 
nor as heavy as down. The precife weight of airis leftfor . 
future difcuffion ; and, itis hoped, that it is afcertained with 
fufficient accuracy in the courfe of the famedialogue. As_ 
_ your correfpondent has not made any objection to the accu- 
‘racy of that determination the whole fault dwindles into an— 
improper ufe of a term. This ufe of the word is, however, 
authorifed by the beft writers on thefe fubjects, and S. B. is 
willing to fhare any cenfure in their company. 
Your correfpondent, Sir, ftands in amaze at the ftrange- 
_nefs of the affertion that fluids prefs equally every way. 
Yet ftrange and unheard-of as this doctrine appears to him, 
there is not a writer on natural or experimental philofophy, 
from the immortal Newton, down to Tom Telefcope, Efq. 
the author of the philofophy of tops and balls, whe has not 


 afferted this doctrine, fhewn it’s truth by plain deductions 


from the nature of fluids, and illuftrated it by eafy and con- 
vincing experiments. It is needlefs to quote authors or refer 
to pages where a reader cannot mifs. Your correfpondent — 
need only open any treatife on hydroftatics or pneumatics, or 
-confule any Cyclopedia, under the words fluids or hydro- 
ftatics, and he will find this property of fluids explained. 
_ Clare’s excellent treatife on the motion of fluids i is particularly 

recommended to your correfpondent, as it is really, as well 
as pro feffedly, written ** with fuch plainnefs and perfpicuity, 
as that it may be underftood by the unlearned.” It would 
therefore have the appearance of pedantry if S. B. filled 
your page with the laboured proof of a truth, that has been 
known and demonftrated for centuries.* ‘Jt will be fufh- 
cient for him to obferve, that a common olait of bellows de- 
_Cifively prove, that the air preffes upwards. For did not 
the air rufh upwards through the valve, to fill the Cavity, 


may perhaps be acceptable to fuch as have 
e@pportunity or leifure to turn over many authors to have a 
“more particular reference. ‘They may confult Newton’s Math. 
Prin. Phil. lib. 2. fet. 5. prop. 19. 20. and Fergufon’s Sele&t 


_ Leétures, page 108. Martin’s Phil, Gram, page 266, note, 


and Ciare’s, page 15—20. q 
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there could none be forced out of the pipe. fos this 7 
is referred to the Chriftian Philofopher of laft month. _ 


But if air prefs equally on all fides, ‘* how ftrange,” fays 


that a man fhould fuftain twelve tons of it!” We 


fhall have occafion foon to fhew that this is the very reafon 
why aman fuftains fo great a weight, and that did it not 


prefs equally on all fides a man could not fuftain more than 


half aton. ‘If it prefs. upwards as well as downwards,” 


__addshe, ‘* it appears to be no weight at all,” This Mr. Edi- 
torisamazing. Your correfpondent will, I truft, have 
objection to affift us in making an experiment to inveftigate - 


this extraordinary appearance. We will place your friend ona — 
good ftrong board, which by meansof cords and pullies can be 
drawn wa cee at pleafure, and hoift him up to a conven.ent 
height above the floor. We will then lay another board 


_ over him, which by a like contrivance can be pulled down- 


wards ; now in order to examine the truth of your friend’s 
conclufion, you fhall pull the lower board upwards with a 
force of two hundred weight, and I will pull the upper 


board downwards with an equal exertion. Then, as 
your correfpondent lies between the two boards, he muft, 
- you know, be preffed with an equal force upwards as well 


as downwards, and therefore as it appears: to him, muft be 


- fenfible of no weight or preffure at all. As the defign of all 
philofophers, however,ought to be the difcovery of truth, we will 


purfue this experiment no further than is neceffary for that noble 
purpofe. As foon as your friend felt convi€tion that he was 
preficd with the force of four hundred weight, or the fum of 
both the forces that prefs, upwards and downwards, J would 
defiit from pulling him downwards, and you fhould lower 


him gently to the ground, and handfomely replace him in 


fratu quo. Poffiblyyhe may think this a troublefome mode of 
acquiring knowledge, — but a zeal to difcover truth, has 


Carried many a ‘philofophic mind through far 
‘more difficult. 


It muft prefs,” proceeds Z. as inuch on the zther 
¢¢: as on the earth, and in fact on neither.” It would be ace 
ceptable, Sir, if your correfpondent would inform us what 
the zther is, and where it is fituated. If anv material fluid 
encircles the atmofphere, there is no doubt but the air preffes 
on it with a force proportioned to it’s denfity. As 1 have no’ 
acquaintance however with any fuch fluid, I can fay no- 


_ thing about it’s properties. Your correfpondent feems to 


have been led into an crror, which runs kane the whole | 
of 
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ef his obfervations, by not recollecting that there isa great 


difference between the gravity of a body towards the earth, 
and the preflure it’s conftituent parts may either exert or 
fuftain. Roll a ftrong fteel {pring clofely up, and put it into 
a flight wooden box. Now if both be fufpended on the arm 
of a balance, they will weigh no more than the fum of the 
weights of the box and {pring unbent, though the {pring 
may be exerting, and the box {fuftaining a preflure fufficient — 
to tear it to pieces. Had this diftinétion been remembered, 
it would, I am apt to fuppofe, have prevented many of your | 


Z. charges S. B. with mutilating the Torricellian experi- 
ment; an experiment which has led to all the valuable — 
difcoveries that have fince been made refpe€ting air. This 
experiment, however, could never be made, did not fluids 
prefs upwards. It is at once a pleafing effect of that fingular 
property, and a convincing proof of it’s exiftence. S. B.’s 
tin-pipe proof, as Z. is pleafed to call it, was not intended 
to be the Torricellian experiment, though nearly fimilar, 
and acting on the fame principles. Z. needs not to be 
informed, that the common method now of making this 
experiment is, by filling a glafs tube with mercury, and 
_ inverting it into a veffel of the fame fluid. By this it is 
fhewn that the preffure of the atmofphere on the furface of 
the mercury in the veffel fupports a column of mercury in 
the tube, of equal weight with a fimilar column of air as 
high as the atmofphere. (See G. B.M. p. 267.) Glafs 
tubes and mercury are ufed at prefent, for the fake. of 
neatnefs and conveniency; but Torricellius, Boyle, Nie- 
wentyt, &c. ufed tin pipes and water: for it was a difficulty 
in raifing water by pump-work that gave occafion to Tor- 
ricellius to turn his thoughts to this fubject: and S.B. 
_ thought that the mode of fhewing the principles of the experi- 
ment by a fhort tin pipe would be more fuited to the capacities — 
and opportunities of common readers, as they might probably 
find fome difficulty in procuring glafs tubes and mercury, or | 
even atin pipe thirty-five feet long. He judged that it would | 
therefore be more ufeful to fhorten the pipe, and, if your 
correfpondent pleafe, mutilate the experiment, than to deferibe 
-inftruments which many, at leaft, might not be able to proe 
cure: for he is well perfuaded that the fight of even a 
partial experiment conveys more conviction to the judgment, — 
and information to the underftanding, than a mere defcrip- 
tion, though ever fo accurate, of the moft complete experie 
ment, which cannot be feen. On this principle S. B. has — 


already 
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already introduced the trap-ball, the bafon, the tin pipe, the 
bladder, and the bellows; not becaufe he fuppofes thefe 
experiments equally clear and convincing as experiments 
made on apparatus conftructed exprefsly for the purpofe: 
‘much lefs did he imagine that it was eafier to illufttate 
thefe vulgar experiments than the learned: ones; for ever 
one in the leaft verfed in thefe matters knows that philofo- 
phical inftruments are now conftructed on fuch plain and 
decifive principles, that the very operation explains the truth 
which the experiment is intended to prove. But it was 
_ thought worth the attempt to try how much real and ufeful 
information, on natural fubjeéts, could be conveyed to an | 
cunlettered mind, from principles level with their capacities, | 
and illuftrated by experiments in the power of every one to 
The fimple intention, therefore, of the Chriftian Philo- 
fopher is to bring fome of the tublime difcoveries of modern 
philofophy down to the underftandings of plain Chriftians, 
and to place them in fuch a point of view as may beft dif- 
play the wifdom, goodnefs, and power of the great Creator, 
and excite fentiments of love, gratitude, and adoration to- 
wards him.’ 5. B. pretends to no mew difcoveries. He is 
not ambitious of enlarging the bounds of human {fcience. 
Were he capable of doing this, he fhould efteem the Chrif- 
tian Philofopher. a very improper work in which to broach 
any novelties. - There are other publications, profeffledly of 
_ fcientife kind, by which he could appeal to adequate, 
a judges, and, with propriety, inveftigate the nature and utility | 
of his improvements. But this would be totally inconfiftent — 
with the defign of the Chriftian Philofopher, and the plan of 
the General Baptift Magazine. §. B. has therefore endea- 
voured to keep the fimple defign of the work, as {tated 
above, im view. How far what has already been done has © 
been calculated to accomplifh this defign, he leaves to the 
: determination of a candid public. He feels the difficulty of 
_ the undertaking, and is deeply fenfible of his own inability 
| and want of leifute for the complete execution of it. With 
great on? therefore, he embraces this opportunity of 
_earneftly fohciting the affiltance of fuch of your learned 
‘correfpondents as approve his defign, and aflures them that 
| every hint with which he may be favoured, refpecting either 
| the matter or the manner of the work, will be thankfully 
| weceived and duly improved. 


~ I-beg your pardon, Sir, for this digreffion: I hope it wil} 
‘i not be elteemed abfojutely improper. I now rcturn to your 
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correfpondent’s letter, and will finifh my remarks on it 
with as much brevity as poffible. “ His mutilated Torri-— 
“ cellian experiment,” proceeds Z. “ as applied to the pur- 
« pofe for which he brings it, is but an ingenious delufion.” 
The purpofe for which S. B. brought this experiment,. was 
to determine the weight of a column of air as high as the 
atmofphere: the exprefs purpofe to which it’s noble inventor 
Torricellius firft applied it, and to which all experimental 
philofophers have fince applied it. Your correfpondent feems 
to fuppofe that it was intended to prove that the air prefles 
upwards. It certainly does prove that; but as S. B. was 
not apprehenfive that that fact would be difputed, and as the 
illuftration. of that property of fluids belongs more diretly 
to hydroftatics than pneumatics, he did not think it neceflary 
to prove it there. 
‘© The air,” he continues, “Sand all other gravitating 
“¢ fluids, naturally prefs only downwards.” What he intends 
by naturally, I know not: but moft of the refpectable 
authors mentioned above, and many more, haye demon- 
{trated, that from the very mature and conftitution of a fluid 
it muft prefs every way, and every way equally. 
I have carefully read his experiment on the pair of feales 
_feveral times, but I confefs {till am at a lofs to guefs 
_ what he intends to prove by it. If he mean to fhew that 
two pounds are heavier than one, it may, I am ready to 
~ fuppofe, be granted him without much danger; and he fhall 
enjoy unenvied the merit of the notable difcovery. If, as 
_ the connection would lead one to imagine, he intends, that 
ona pair of fcales, the arms of which are of an equal length, 
_ one pound in fome fituation, may be made a counterpoife to 
_two, it is a paradox in mechanics that I am not able to 
folve. This muft therefore be left for future elucidation. 
IT am equally puzzled with what immediately) follows. 
_“ This,” fays he, “ is the very reafon why the water cannot 
| fall out of the pipe till the air be admitted at the upper 
“end.” What is the very reafon, Sir?  Becaufe two 
pounds in one fcale compels one pound in the other, to rife ? 
| Admitting the upward preflure of the air, fomething might 
be made of this; .for then, as Eufebes obferves (G. B. M.— 
p- 194), the upward preflure of the air againft the lower 
furface of the water, exceeding the weight of the water, 
fupports it in the tube. But, if air do not prefs upwards, 
he might with far greater reafon expect that lead would fwim 
in water, than that water could be fuftained on air: for 
lead is not twelve times as heavy as water, but water is 
| | more 
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- €aution taken to cover the bottle with a wire cage. | 


Bottles act as fo many arches, which give them an 
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more than cight hundred and fixty times as heavy as. 
If your correfpondent would recolle& that this property of 


fluids does not deftroy their gravity, he would eafily perceive 


that the water could not rufi out at the top of the tube: for 


when the air ts admitted to aét on the upper furface of the | 
‘water in the tube, there is evidently a preflure on the lower 
' furface, equal to the weight of a column of air as high as the 


atmofphere. But this column is compofed partly of air and 
partly of water; and, as water is fo much heavier than air, 
this column muft exceed in weight a fimilar column of air 
by juft the difference between the weight of the water con- 


tained in the pipe and an equal quantity of air. This excefs 


ef weight muft, therefore, by the force of gravitation, caufe 


the water to defcend. 


“ That the fpringinefs of the air,” fays your correfpondent, 
* is the reafon that all fubftances are ‘ not burft to pieces, 


_. © or crufhed to atoms,’ is curious enough.” If he will give — 

_ Bimfelf the trouble to read the whole paffage to which he 
alludes, he will, I flatter myfelf, fee that he has mifunder- 
ftood it. The order of the words, as well as the connection 
_ of the fenfe, plainly afcribe thefe effects to two very different 
eaufes. The obvious meaning of Eufebes is, if the preflure 
_ of the atmofphere did, for a moment, fufpend it’s action, the 


elafticity of the included air would burft all bodies in pieces; 


-and,on the other hand, if the enclofed air ceafed to prefs 


outwards, the weight of the atmofphere would inftantly 

crufh all fubftances toatoms. ‘This was what Eufebes meant 
to fay. Whether he expreffed himfelf clearly, the reader 

~ It is a very common experiment on the air-pump, as 
every one in the leaft acquainted with that curious machine 
well knows, to exhauft the air out of bottles; and the im- 
mediate confequence is, that the preflure of the atmofphere, 
as foon as admitted, crufhes the bottles to atoms. On the 
contrary, it is equally common to put a bottle well clofed 

under the receiver, and, by exhaufting the receiver, take the 


preflure of the atmofphere off the bottle. The elaiticity of 
“the enclofed air inftantly fhivers the bottle into a thoufand 


pieces, with an explofion as loud as a piftol, and a force that 
would materially endanger the receiver, were not the pres 

uf, 
to make thefe experiments fucceed, it is neceflary that the 
bottles be made fquare and flat: for the fides of all round 


amazing 


ftrength, 


7 
4 
. 
Be i? 
+ 2 
- 
i 
te 
> 
) 
at 
| 
. be 
| 
| 
*? 
| = 4 
| 
] 
] 
| 
| 
| 
3 ] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
> 
& 
- 
2 
| 
> 
2 
| 
7 | 
> 
$ ‘ 
* 
> 
\ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


335 
frength, and enable them to fupport a weight, . prefling 
equally on all points of the Sulioh to a degree incredible 
to thofe who have not confidered the nature and effects of 
arches. ‘Il his may ferve as a folution to your friend’s query 
why the bottle did not break when the air was drawn out. 
The cafe of the fithes will be confidered, when we treat of © 
the ufes of air to animal life; and we need be under no 
_ apprehenfion on account of the rocks, they are ftrong enqugh | 


to fupport both the air and water. 


_ If aman fuftain twelve tons anda half of air, he muft, — 
your correfpondent thinks, cover full thirteen fquare feet 
of ground. ‘* Zhen” he proceeds ** he muft be five 
 $ feet through (his belly 1 fuppofe), and five yards 

“round.” Perhaps not, Sir. Thens and therefores are, 

I confefs, formidable words in a controverfy, and have, ere 

now, I doubt not, made manv a difputant’s heart quake. 

But then, Sir, that has always been when they were preceded 

‘by fome ftout propofitions, like the city marfhals at a Lord 

-Mayor’s fhew, to clear the way for them. As I had not 

difcernment enough to diftinguith thefe harbingers in the 
prefent cafe, I encountered your friend’s then enue 
any palpitations. To be ferious, Sir, your correfpon- 
dent has been betrayed into thefe wonderful conclufions 
by difputing the truth of the fundamental propofition, that 
¢¢ fluids prefs in all dire@ions.” Allowing the truth of his 
affertion, that fluids prefs only. downwards, the crown of a 
man’s head, to fuftain the weight ftated, ought to be about 
four feet in diameter. But as the contrary property is 
eftablifhed beyond difpute, the method of calculating the 
prefiure which a man fuftains is fimply this: eftimate, as 
nearly as poflible, the number of fquare feet contained in 
the entire furface of a man’s body, and multiply thefe by the 
number of pounds that preffes upon a fquare foot near the 
_ furface of the earth, and the produ& will be the number of 
- pounds fuftained by a perfon of that fize.* The whole 
furface of a man’s body, of the ftature of fix feet, has 
been computed at fourteen fquare feet: and according to the | 
calculation of Eufebes (G. B. M. p. 194), every fquare foot - 
of furface near the earth fuftains a preffure equal to two 
thoufand and fixteen pounds. The produé of thefe two — 
numbers equals twelve tons twelve bundhed weights. A 


s Le&tures, page 176; where the weight fuftained 
is calculated to be thirteen tons anda half, 
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man, therefore, of a common fuftairis about this. 


as the difference in point of fize between the two fexes varies 


confiderably, Cordclia may perhaps fuftain more or lefs 
_than-ten tons. The exaé? weight is not of much import- 
ance; nor is it eafily afcertained, as the air’s gravity is con- 
tinually changing. ‘The fundamental principle, however, 


is certain, that every furface of a foot fquare, in what 
direction foever it may be placed, is preffed by a force equal 
to about two thoufand pounds. Thus, Mr. Editor, your 


correfpondent’ prodigies are eafily reduced to the dimenfions 


of common men, and all his concern for our ftreets and 


caufeways may eafily be difpenfed with, 


‘Cordelia will, 1 prefume, by this time be willing to free. 


her fricnd from any important impofition on her under. 
fianding. I fhall only add, on that head, that the experi- 


ments in the dialogue clearly prove that elafticity is fufh- 
ciently powerful to affift her in carrying her burthen ; and the 
experiments on the air pump, juft.alluded to, ‘demon@rate 


that it does fo in fa@: for if the preffure of the atmofphere, | 


as foon as the internal air is drawn out of the. bottle, cruth © 
it to powder, it.1s clear that the refiftance of that internal 
air, before it’s exhauftion, fupported the weight of the 
atmofphere, and thereby prevented the deftruction of the 
| entreat your pardon, Sir, and the pardon of your 
readers, for employing fo much of your time in thefe 
remarks. It appeared neceflary to enlarge on fome parts, 
to fet in a proper light the animadverfions of your corre- 
fpondent. I fhall, however, trefpafs no further on your 
patience than jult to acquaint your friend with a piece of 
fecret hiftory, which, if we may judge from the polite and 
friendly manner in which he concludes his obfervations, 
will probably be agreeable to him—’Tis this: I have fre- — 
quently played with bladders, and burft.them too, or I 
durft not have introduced them into the Chriftian Philofo- 
pher: for I efteem it a very high degree of infolence in any 
one to publith to the world things of which he has but a 
partial gr conjectural knowledge. As long, however, as I 
can¢reckon Newton, Boyle, “Defa guliers, and fuch like, 

amongit my play-fellows, I fhall not “eafily be made afhamed 
of my playthings. | 

iam, 
With fincere stilt, 
Your's 


Aug. 3, 1798. on. SACRO BOSCO. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A FRIEND IN 
AMERICA TO HIS MINISTER AT MELBOURN, 
AFTER HEARING OF HIS ORDINATION, WHICH 
TOOK PLACE JULY 3,4797+ 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


GRATITUDE once more obligeth me.to take up my 
pen. It is with great fatisfaction and pleafure of mind we 
can now addrefs you as our paftor, to whofe jinftruction and 
eace, under the Lord Jefus Chrift, we can freely commit 
- ourfelves. O how gladly fhould ‘Ihave given the fignal of 

approbation, had Icbeen there! Iam. thankful to God for 
what bleffings and comforts of life you do enjoy.in this agi- 
tated flate of things; Your welfare, both colleatively and 
individually, is always connected with my own, whenever [ 

approach the Divine Being in fupplication. Not that I be~ 
lieve he is flow in communicating every needful good to hi 
creaturess but he hath fo ordered it, that it gives ftrength ~ 
and fortitude of mind, whenever we can pray one with and 
for, another, I very well remember, when upon the raging 
ocean labouring under embarraflment of mind, at fome times 
{carcely daring to afk a bleffing for myfelf, Brother Whita- 
ker’s interceffion: for us before we left Melbourn, would ap. 


pear powerful unto me, though the fhip reeled to and fro, and 
the waves rolled over our heads. | 
Refpecting politics, they do not much concern me, though 
I have beftowed much anxiety of thought to difcover the 
_advantage-or difadvantage which arifeth to the people, whe- 
ther confidered in a civil or religious point of view, from the © 


different forms of government which exift; but thefe things . 


kee 


I referve in my own mind till better digefted. I have at. 
tended occafionally upon different forms of religious worfhip, 
and always receive fome profit; though I think in general, 
they reft too much in opinions, reprobating thofe whofe 
creed is not the fame; which I think is not goods upon feve- 
ral accounts, efpecially if they fhould poflefs more real reli- 


_ gion. IT love good men, wherever I find them; but there is 

a-vaft number of men in America, who regard no religion at 

all, but feem glad the farther they are removed from prieftly _ 

influence; and this defcription of men feems to multip! faft. 

_ We-have been vifited again with the yellow fever in the 
_@ity, which hath caufed much diftrefs ; but health and vigour 
3A are 
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* are again reftored. About thirty thoufand people moved | 


away into the country, when the ficknefs began, and about 
one thoufand fell a facrifice, who were obliged to ftop in the 
city. Tell my friend Lefter, that I was glad to find the old 
man is yet alive, and in the poffeflion of fome ot his viva- 
city and ftrength of mind. ‘Tell him‘to give death the other 
fee, and make interceffion for his poor diftant brother, that 
_ we may have the pleafure of feeing one another again in the 
_flefh in Old England. Neither your poverty nor diftrefs 
hinders me from defiring to be with you again. But I would — 
hot tempt Providence unneceffarily, nor ruth upon danger ; 
yet it is my full intention to make the attempt in the courfe 
of next fummer, if God permit, perhaps in the fpring, i 


4 _* Give my love to’ my brothers and fifters, and tell them 
4 we read their tales of friendfhip with great emotion of foul, 
q and flowing tears —People in general live well in America ; 
‘- labouring men are now bufy killing their hogs, laying in | 
4 a fide of beef, fire-wood, &c. bidding defiance to the win- 
ter’s coldeft blaft. it 

a - But I muft conclude; and what fhall I fay? May God 
Almighty blefs you, and the people committed to vour care; 
; and give you a heart to feel for all their temptations and tri- | 
= als ; that fo you may be ready to lend them a helping hand 
in everytime of need. Farewell, 
a . My fincere love to you, and yours, and all the friends. _ 

Philadelphia, W. BAKEWELL, 


To the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazi ao 
| SIR, | | 


IF the following thoughts fhould appear to you to recon 
cile Adts ix. 7. with xxii. g. they are at your fervice. _ 

In the -firft paflage, Luke the hiftorian informs us that | 
when was {mitten to the ground by the Lord Jefus, he 
alfo fpake to him, and that Saul’s companions in folly 
4 heard a voice.” In the other paffage, where Paul himfelf 

_ flates the interpofition of our Lord; he exprefsly fays, his 
fellow travellers ‘* heard not the voice.” ie Sige 

Without intending the moft diftant refileQionon W. A. it 

_ muft be obferved that, according to modern divinity, which | | 
_ makes fo many conceffions to infidels, that it leaves sey 
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little in the Bible worth contending for, it might be faid that, 
as Paul, moft likely had his information from his companions: 
at the time, or prefently after, he muft be credited before’ 
Luke, who had not the fame means of knowing the particu- 
Jar circumftances, and therefore wrote as the current report 
was, and was miftaken.—I am, however, apt to query thus: ” 
If we admit {mall miftakes in the hiftorian, where are we to’ - 
fiop? and how are we to know that he has not made great’ 
miltakes alfo? If it be faid God preferved him from great: 
_miftakes, I conclude that God him from fmall 
ones likewife; and it was certainly as eafy for God to prevent. 
him from making any miftake, as it was to prevent him in 
fome inftances. And fuppofe there were fome few places 
in the Bible which we could not reconcile, I fhould think it © 
_ more becoming weak mortals to attribute this to the imbe- 
cility of the human underftanding, rather than to any contra- 
diction | in the facred volume. he two ftatements in the 
Aéts may be reconciled in the following manner: fheep arc 
faid to hear the voice of their thepherd ; by. which is under- 
ftood they hear a noife—a whifile, that is,’ a found, which, in’ 
confequence of ufe, they are accuftomed to follow: but 
when the difciples of Chrift are faid to hear his voice, we 
— underttand that they liften attentively to his very words, that 
they may st obferve all things whatfoever he has commanded 
them.” 
Again, when there came a voice from heaven, (John xii. 
28, 29.) faying to Chrift, ‘* I have both glorifid my name, 
** and will glorify it again,” it is faid, the people heard it, 
_ when yet it is certain they did not diftinaly, hear the words, © 
for they faid, it thundered :” but when Chrift was transfi- 
_ gured in the prefence of his three highly favoured apofties, and 
** there came fuch a voice from the excellent glory, this is my 
“ beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed,” this voice, fays 
Peter (2 Pet. i. 17,18.) we heard: here the words were dif. 
 tinGly beard, and Peter records them. 
Agpih, when Jefus cried with a loud voice on the crofs, 
(Mark xv. 34, 35.) fome are faid to have ‘ heard it,” who’ 
did not know what he faid ; for fay they, ‘* Behold he calt- 
eth Elias. But when he fhall come_at the laft day, with 
“ the voice of an archangel and the trump of God, all that’ 
‘* are in their graves fhall hear his voice and come forth ;” 
and thofe that died in a ftate of nature fhall for ever wail 
becaufe of him, whofe voice they hall then diftin@ly hear, 
though now they ftop their cars, and will not attend the teach - 
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ings of his gofpel ; but they hall then bibin hits voice pros 
nounce the awful words, “ ‘Depart, ye curfed, into 
ing 

1 conclude, Sir, that Saul’s companions ‘‘ heard a voice,” 
fo as to know fomething was faid; but they ‘* heard not the 


«6 yoice”’ fo as to underfiand the ‘words fpoken ; and when 


we are told (Adis xxvi. 14.) that Chrift fpake in the Hebrew 


_ tongue, inftead of the Greek, it is the more eafily accounted | 


for, as it is poffible they might not underftand, Hebrew. 
Yours, &c. 


0 the Editor the General Magazine. 


WE read John x x. 30. that Chrift and his 


one; alfo, xiv. 28. ‘* My Father,” fays Chrift, “is greater 
‘than 1.” If you or any of your friends will give a criti- 


cal explanation of the above texts, and John vi. 37. when 
you’ have a vacuum in interefting Mifcellany, it will 


oblige 


To the Editor the General ift Magezine. 
Sir, 
BEING firmly perfuaded of your r incerity, and willing- 


_nefs to affift individuals, as well as the public at large, in 
‘things that pertain to God and the never-dying foul, and 


having fuch a good and eafy way of communicating that af- 


-fiftance to the public in general, is the reafon why 1 prefume_ 


to afk you the following qucition, Whether it be right or 
wrong to {wear or take oath in any cafe or fituation whatfo- 
ever. As it voluntary {wearing, or taking God's 
name in vain, I am not at a lofs to know; but it has been 


a matter of confiderable weight upon my mind to know whe- 


ther it is really finful in the fight of God or no to {wear or take 
oath in court, or in anv cafe to'kifs the book, as a confirma- 


tion of the truth. This is what I cannot decide to my fatif- 


as We are forbid to {wear at all, eather by 
for 
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ss us it is God’ s throne, or by earth, for it is 5 his footftool, os 
Ke. 

Now, Sir, if you or any of your Kijendd will be fo kind_ 
as to. ee a thought or two by way of anfwer, in a vacant 


corner of your Magazine, you will much oblige 
AjlZ Enquirer after Truth, 


I R; 


q 


J SH ALL efteem it a bvéat favour if you,. or any of your — 
correfpondents will inform me what the apoftle means (1 Cor. 
XV. ) by being — for the dead. | 

A conftant reader, 


2551798. | ISABINDA. 


the Editor f the General Bap Magazine 
R, 


ONE of your female correfpondents be 
_ obliged if any of your learned friends would explain and re- 
concile the apparent contradiétion between 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 
—s* Let your women keep filence in the churches,’’ &c. with 
Phil. iv. 3. ‘* Help thofe women who labour.d with mein 


| -PHQEBE WOULD-BE-WISE.. 


MISSION ART INTELLICHS 


from the Welly Reg ifr, I. 


Or Tuefday, July roth, the thip being at the... 
Captain himfelf came to town, and received the warmett con. 
of feveral friends, and cummittce, 

| to 
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to whom he prefented the journals and papers relative to the 


‘voyage, and briefly related the wonderful dealings of God to- 

wards him, and thofe committed to his care. | 
The committee feeling their hearts overflow with gratitude, 

at the brief recital made by the Captain, directed the fecretary 


to convene the whole body of directors in town, to meet him 
|. on Thurfday, that they alfo might be partakers of their joy. 
__ - Being all aflembled, and Dr. Haweis being called to the chair, 


he role and addreffed the Captain, in a very animated and 
imprefiive fpeech, from which we give the following extrac. 

‘** Had you funk, Captain, in the mighty waters, or wreck- 
ed on fome Sai olen fhore, returned no more to gladden our 
hearts, and receive chefe eftufions of tears of joy and warme- — 


_eft congratulations, our obligations to you had not been lefs: 


and in the book of remembrance written by the great Captain | 
of Salvation, your reward had not been diminithed. But 


for his own glory, for his people’s comfort, for the encou- 


ragement of our faith, and to claim our more vigorous exer- 
tions, he hath reftored you in fafety to our arms, as well as © 
to filence the tongue of prejudice, and fhame thofe who only | 
judge of events by their fuccefs. 

Bleffed, for cver, be His name, for fuch as proba-. 
bly never: before crowned any enterprize of a fimilar nature ! 
During almoft two years, all on board have been preferved 
in a voyaye of fuch immenfe extent, not only without the 
lofs of a fingle life, but in firmer and flronger health than at: 
their departure ; not a hair of their head hath perifhed, dur- 
ing alength of run, uncommon in it’s rapidity, and with- 
out the fight of any land for near fifteen weeks, nothing to 


be called difeafe was known, not a fymptom of fcorbutic 


tendency ever appeared, and the liberal provifion made was 
never once necefiary. Abundance of frefh provifion and 


water fupplied every want; not a maft, not a yard, not aa 
-anchor was loft, nor a fail {plit. The voice of joy and — 


praife was in the dwellings of the righteous, and every 
day the sage ang the cloud refted on the floating taberna- 
cle. 


‘© To you, Captain Wilfon, under God, we feel ourfelves 


_ indebted for this fingular felicity, which fills our hearts with 
_ekultation. You know, as we do, the Source from whence 


all our bleffings flow: It is not of man, nor by man. We 


are fully fenfible you were fingularly qualified for, and called 
to, the work. We fhould contradi& the plaineft dictates 


at reafon and eyperienee, if we did not acknowledge a Di-’ 
vine 
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Almi ghty Hand hath guided all your ways. He new, 
my deareft a; the fenfations of your heart: your modeft 
ditfidence is ready to difclaim our commendations. You 
‘know, for God has taught you, how much you have to la- 
ment, how much to condemn; and however confe: ous of 
your own fimplicity and fidelity, have felt asa man the emo- 
tions of like paffions with your fellows; whilft they, with 
‘unanimous voice, convey to us their warm, affeionate tef- 
timonies of the fraternal, or rather parental tendernefs you 
have fhewn them. Authority, with you, borrowed the mild ° 
guife of paternal care ; and fenfible that you were the com- 
panion of men, and not of angels, you have borne their 
burdens, and fulfilled the law of love. But you ttand be- 
fore another Judge ; in his pref*nce you a into the duft, 
and cry to him to pity your infirmities, and pardon your 
iniquities. He hath heard your prayer, and granted it. 
He hath crowned you with mercies and loving kindnefs. 
He has fent you back to gladden our hearts, to humble 
us for our fears and unbel.ef, to animate us to renewed ac- 
tivity, to draw forth the exalted praifes of all the Ifrael 
of God in this favoured land, and to give a public demon- 
tration, which even infidels and enemies can fearcely gainfay 
or refift, that there is a God that heareth and an{wereth 
prayer.” 
To this the Captain replied, with his ufual modefy and 
humility ; and having withdrawn for a while, at the requeft © 


of the chairman, the diretors refolved unanimoufly, ‘* That 


‘it is €xpedient that the fociety fhould prefent Captain Wil- 
fon fome mark of the grateful fenfe they entertain of the 
eminent fervices which he has rendered to the important 
objeis of the infticution, and which may ferve alfo as a 


_ memorial of the nature of the enterprize, which, by the Di- 


vine blefling on his fuperintendance of "| it, has terminated fo 
favourably.” And a committee was immediately formed to 


_ confider of the moft proper method of executing this refolu- 
‘tion. 


OBITUARY. 


On the roth of Mii mi died Mrs, Sarah Chapman, 
Wife of Mr. John Chapman, clock and watch-maker, of 
Lough- 


| 


£ 


i 


«when fhe loft the 
to mourn for herfelf. 


inde 


B44 | OBITUARY 
Aaugnberougt aged thirty-eight years, She was the fecond 
daughter of Mr. Francis Mee, of Athby-de-la-Zouch, who 


and deacon of the General Baptift Church at Melbourn, in 

_ Like Timothy, fhe had known the {criptures from early 
childhood; and her conduét that the gofpel 
‘had, in a good degree, it’s proper influence upon her heart. 
‘She has left to,her furviving friends an example well worthy 
of their imitation, efpecially in the praétice of thofe virtues 
“which adorn the feveral characters of a daughter, a fifter, 


‘and a wife. Refting her firm confidence upon the promifes — 


‘of the gofpel (which had long been her favourite ftudy); | 


fhe viewed the ftow but fteady approaches of her diffolution 


‘with a pleafing calanefs and ferenity, forming a ftriking 


‘contraft to the fituation of the infidel in thofe folemn hours, 
‘when death advances with terrours in it’s train, and the foyl 
‘feels itfelf unfupported, except by uncertain conjectures 


tefpe@ting the mercy of the Divine Being, and the influenc 


of it’s own imaginary excellences and moral virtues. = —_ 
Ht is remarkable ‘that fhe was the perfon to whom that 

-excéllent letter on’the death of a wife was written, which 

‘appeared in the fecond number of this Magazine. But it 


‘lis worthy of notice, ‘that out of ‘five filters and a 


brother who furvived their father, fhe is the third that has _ 
‘fallen adacrifice to the Jaft enemy of human nature in the 


ifhort:term of forty-one months. She laboured to preferve 


ther beloved fifters from the dart of death. She mourned 
-for them, when ~ were departed; but fhe little thought, 
aft of them, that her friends would fo | 


See, here, reader, an awful leflon of mortality, calling 
uponithee to “ prepare to meet thy God.’’ ‘Thou, perhaps, 


aft as little apparent reafon to fear ‘the near approach of 


death as our departed -friend had, when fhe attended the 
funeral of her lait deceafed fifter; but thou mayeft be called 
to thy laft account in a much fhorter time even than fhe 
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was many years a refpettable and exceedingly. ufeful member las 
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SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 


an Effay on the Educttlon of Youth. By John Evans; A.M; 
37 pages. Is. Symonds. 


On a fubjeét fo frequently difcuffed, and within the 


compafs of fo {mall a tract, we canriot reafonably expect 


_ much new information. Mr. Evans has, however, given ah 
1. ese arrangement of the feveral parts of an ufeful 


education, interiperfed with obfervations, which deferve the 
attention both of the young and the aged. A plati of the 


_ author’s own feminary for ten pupils is fubjoined to this 


tract. 
SACRED POETRY. 
My, | But now her employmént is ptaife, 
By “Vith feraphs who compafs the thrones 
On the Death of his Wife. | The Lamb is the theme of her lays, 
| | |  Whofe death did fo fweeten her 
: 
I HIS poor little motherlefs boy, No more fhall anxiety heave . 
That lics on my bofom afleep, That delicate breaft with a figh s 
From all that would hurt or deftroy - Hér bofom lies ctl int the grave, 
i pray the Redeemer to keep. Her foul is all rapture on high, 
The deareft of women is gone, With how much compofure the died, 
‘That bore him with forrow and pain. | —_As if in the arms of her Lord! 
I’m left to feel trouble alone— I lay on the bed by her fide, 
She never fhall trouble again. | And God her fupporter ador’d. 
She’s gone—but her infant remains; —_|_I held her cold hand all the while, 
Dear pledge of conneétion fo {weet ; As gently, fhe labour’d for breath, 
Her God her poor hutband fuftains, Which often prefs’d mine, with a fmile, 
Nor will he her infant forget. — Mott loving and pleafant in death. 
For him the was ufed to pray, With peace and ferenity fill’d, 
_ While yet in the womb he abode ; Her love to her huijband remain’d, 
And while on her death-bed thé lay, When lite’s purple current was chill’d, 
She gave up her babe to her God. And all her dear fingers 
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The profpect of 


Swallow’d up the fenfation of pain, — 
She hop’d we fhould follow her too, 
And have a fweet meeting again. 


How did the delight to behold 

A]l cheerful around her appear : 
Our paffions we ftrove to withhold, 

* Butoften by ftealth dropp'd a tear. | 


‘To give her difturbance afraid, 


My anguith and grief J fupprefs’d: | 


With fweet cooling jelly I fed 
‘The lips J fo often had piefs’d. 


- I ftrove too to comfort her heart, | 

Tho’ much my own bofom was torn, 
Yet 1 in her joy took a part,» 

By arms everlafting up-born. 


€ You know your Redeemer {till lives, 
_. © So able and willing to fave ;° ; 

| Each query with {miles fhe receives, 

~ And {weet were the anfwer. the gave. 


¢ The Lord does not leave thee to fear,” | 
No fmiing again in reply ; 
My-God may J find thee thus near, 

When on my own death-bed I Jie! 


At length her lungs ceafing to heave, — 

With matter morbific opprefs‘d, 
No fob, figh, or ftruggle the gave, 
But filently funk into reft. 


© how could I pofijbly part, 


So long and fo tenderly tied; | 


‘Ten years to the cho:ce of my heart, 
Full feven to my lovelieft bride. 


‘Yet was it her Saviour’s command, . 

Who claim’d her fo jufthy for his. 
ow could J his pleafure withftand ? 
How could I repine at her blifs ? 


Seven years fhe had borne a fill fhare 
Of trouble allotted tome: | | 

*T was time to releafe her from care, 
And take her to triumph with thee. 


is Now, Lord, be my God and my Guide, > 7 


My F riend and Companion alone ; 
And for my dear infant provide, | 
And feal his young heart for thy own. 


‘To the Editor of th: G. B. M. 
DEAR sir, 


‘AS you have been pleated. to. honour 


POETRY. 


of istformation, the is encouraged to 
crave your acceptance of the foilow- 
ing effort, on a moft inteyefting fub- 
ject, hoping it may imprefs the minds 
of your readers with the awful con- 
fideration of their latter end, and of 
that ‘* day in which God will judge 
world in righteoufnefs, wil! 


. 6 darknefs, and make maniteft the 
_ counfels of the heart.”———And 
though fhe may not enfure the ap- 
| probation of thofe who look chiefly 
into poetic compofitions for the Glights 
of fancy and fire of enthufiafm, the 
may at leaft be fuccefsful in defcrib- 
ing, to your country correfpondents, 


the procefs of a public execution in 
London. 


| particujar requeft, I have fuppreffed 


the names of the unhappy perfons ; 
as ‘they have been given in the publié 
papers, it fuperfedés the neceflity of 
mentioning them here. That our 
lives may be holy, and our deaths 


|. happy, is the prayer of, Sir, 
Your much obliged correfpondent, 


MANILIUS. 


 PBEMATURE DEATH 
IMPROVED, 

In Refteélions on feeng the 

Public Execution of Meffrs. 

R W——, and A 

for ‘Forgery, ‘at Newgate, 

June th, 


Deceitful men fhall not live out halt 
PSALM LV. 23: a 


Death’s thoufand doors ftand open.” 
| BLAIR'S GRAVE. 


their days.’ 


WHAT deep-ton’d found * js that 
which ftrikes my ears 
And chills the crimfon current of my 


heart ? 
Ah! it forsbodes the trembling victims 
‘near, depart. 


Wine foon from the prefent world 


tolls, on thefe occabions, pre~ 
vious 


with a place in your yaluable vehicle = 


“¢ bring to light the hidden things of 


To 
* The bell of St. Sepulchre, which 
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But who (ftupendous ftupor!) often- 


Or man, in fable habit dreft, 


done ! 


SACRED 


Tothem the morn afium’d a black’ning | 
| 
The eve of day it’s orient luftre loft : 
Now the {weet funthine of the foul. is 
fled. [ croft. 
And life’s fair profpetts are for ever 


*Tis too, too ominous:—behold them 
come 

_ With fearful expectation on the ftage! 

While filent forrow fheds a fudden 
gloom, [ prefage. 

_ And trick!ing tears their dreadful doom 


Save from their cheeks, cas*d o’er with 

Down which ne’er flow’d the fympa-_ 
| thetic flood 


times tude. * 
Before the gallows rob the multi- 


ho round their necks adjufts the | 
Lempen death, 

Pity has fled the manfion of his breaft, 

- He feems to wait impatient for their. 

breath. 


| 


Good God! let mercy from the tkies 
defcend, [ thine, 


T hat beft known, blifsful attribute of }. 
| Where from Hypocrify the Judge will 


Their awful, final exit to befriend, 

And calm their confcience with thy | 

love divine, 

Now, while they feel in this important 

«guilt, 

The pungent pain of aggravated 
Let faith apply, with efficacious pow’r, 


His all-atoning blood for finners fpilt. 


vious to the appearance of the unhappy 
delinquents on the {caffuld for exécu- | 
tion. | 


* Alluding to thofe notorious pick- | 


pockets who infeft’ the crowd at thefe | — 


times, and; ftrange totell! purfue their 
nefarious praCtice while their compa- 
nions in guilt are hanging before their 
eyes! O moniter Sin! what haf thou 


+ The hangman, who, on account 


of the conftant repetition of his duty, 
attends to this folemn circumftance with : 
@pparcnt uncencern. 


POETRY. 
The time's elaps’d. Behold the fata} 
The king of terrors reigns trium- 
| phant there! 
The caps are drawn—the fcaffold drops 
—and fee, [the air ! 


They hang a fhocking fpectacle in 
Juftice has ftruck the laft avenging 


blow ! 

They’ve dearly paid for the dithoneft 

Yet it were well if tLis were all they owe, 

And if no future charges fhould {uc- 
ceed, 4 


Their fpirits now have took a lafling 
flight | 

To the vaft confines of eternity, 
Either to bafk in beams of heav’nly 
Or fink for ever in a fiery fea. 


Before the great tremendous bar aboye 


They with the reft of rationals fhall — 


 ftand, | prove, 

Where Chrift himfelf will all the caufes 

And righteous judgment deal with 
own hand, 


At that tribunal we muft foon appear, ‘ 
When ev’ry fecret fin fhall be dif- 
Clos’d 5 


‘tear [expos’d. 


The mafk, and it’s falfe face thall be 


Then humble Piety, whofe foul fincere 
Bore the bafe malice of a wicked 
world, | 
Shall meet an ample retribution here, 
And vengeance on th’ oppreffor’s 
head be hurl’d, 


‘Come, then, my foul, improve the fo- 
[eyes 


lemn fcene | 

So ftrikingly pourtray’d before mine 

See their fad end, whom duty’s path 
ferene | 


The Juft of lucre tempted to defpife. 


Almighty Pow’r! (O may my fuit ob- 
tain abode)! 

_ A gracious audience in thy blefs’d 

Preferve me from the fhining {nares of 


gain, ' 
And the vain with to tread ambitjon’s 


road. | 
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by to keep the narrow 
way [ apes 
That to virtue, happinefs, -and 
Let me not fall to difcontent a prey, 


But truft the guidance of thy guar. 


dian grace. 


Then at the hour thy wifdom thal fee | 


fit. | remove, 

To fign the farmons for. my laft 

In joyful hope, may { my foul commit 
Into thy arms of everlatting love. 


~ 


i i ‘Wee 
ss All my Springs are in thee.” 
PSALM LXXXVII. 7. 


A MORNING MEDITATION. 


yFsUs, my everlatting Friend; | 
My fprings are all in thee ; 
| Th tender mercies ftill extend, 
n copious ftreams, tO me. 


Thro’ ev'ry night, and ev'ry day, 
I prove thy faithfulnefs ; 
Thé darknefs and the light difplay 


Thy rich unweatied grace. 


‘What fweet réfrefhments have I found 
In flumbers of the night ; 

What crowds of bleffings me furround 
With the returning light. 


Thy pow’rful arm was my defence,” 
all expos’d I lay 
Aind fafe-beneath thy providence; 

I thelter all the day. 


What privileges I enjoy 
Of reafon, limbs, and health, 
Of calling, friends, and family, 
Joys better far than wealth ! 


how my cup with earthly blifs, | 


Till it runs o’er the top ; 
O fill my heart with thankfulnefs 
Fag ev'ry crumb and drop, 


The bleffings which I daily fhare - 
Are daily forfeited: 

-*Tis all of thy indulgent care 
That Dives table fpread. 


.. SACRED 


POETRY. 


Had I no more than 
What muft become of me ? — 
Sentenc’d in banifhment to fttarve | 
fo all eternity 


: Were I to fuffer for my crimes 

As oft as J rebel, | 
A thoufand and-a thoufand times | 
I muft have gone to hell. 


O how aftonifhing thy love, | 
How conftant, rich, and free! 

Grant, Lord! that may ever prove 
My fprings are all in 


AN 
| Compofed on a Sudden Death, 


By FRANCIS SMITH, 


Paftor of the General 
Melbourn, 


i at his own Interment, 


BEHOLD, furviving friends, 
And view me asllie: 
Four days ago I was as you, 
thought fo foon to die. 


Let mea preacher be, | 
‘To you, my fellows dear 3. 

Me, whom yoy never more heey 
Tin Jefus fhall appear. 


| 
| 


How loudly do I call, 


Tho’ here in lence lie, 


Fly for your life to Jefus Chrift, 
| Who for your fins did die. ie 


| My cold and breathlefs clay, 


My throud and céffin telly. 
That nothing here is worth our carey 
That can’t redeem from hell. 


To duft you fee I'm turn’d, 
From which I Jately came ; 

| Farewel, farewel, you living friend, 

1 go to meet the Lamb. | 
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‘HEMOIRS OF SiR MATTHEW HALE, 
old Continued from page 312. 


Biographical. Colleftions, vol. ii. p. 99. and Bifhop Burnet’s 
of Sir: Matthew | 


tf 


Ler tis view himi now when bfoken in health, and 
| growing weaker daily in body. He made a voluntary fur- 
render of his office; having fued to the king for a writ of 
eafe, which hé was unwilling to grant; and deferred it, till 
the Lord Chief Juftite Hale, being wearied by application 
and delay, drew up a deed of furrender with his own hand, 
and delivered it to the Lord Chancellor, = | 
The writer of his life inferts a paper, which fhews that 
Sir Matthew Hale thought himfelf no longer bound in duty 
to hold his office, and was defirous to quit it; that he 


poral employment than Martha had; in teftifying her love 
and duty to our Saviour, by making provifion for him; yet = 
our Lord tells her, that though fhe was troubled about many , 
things, there was only one thing necefJary, and Mary had chofen 
the better part” 
He had been wont to worfhip God in his family, per- | 
forming it always himfelf, if no clergyman was prefent: but = 


as to private exercifes of devotion, he ufed the greateft pri- 
vacy, and indeed ufed the greateft caution to conceal the 


| 
might wholly apply himfelf to better purpofes:; ‘The clofe 
of that paper is as follows: “I do not kftow a better tem- 
| 


re religious impreffions which were in his mind, from fear, left 


‘BIOGRAPHY. 


by fome fall he fhould bring reproach on religion: but row 
in his weak ftate he retired often to his clofet for devotion 
as fong as he could go; and when his infirmities prevented, 
he made his fervants carry him thither in achair. It was. 
in February, 1675-6, that he furrendered his office; and as 
the next winter came on, he faw with great joy his deliver. 


‘ance coming on, together with longings for the blcflednefs 


4 


‘ 
* 


of another ftate. His pains increafed fo on him, that no 
patience, inferior to his, could have borne them, without a 
great uneafinefs of mind. 
He could not lie down in bed above a year before his 
death, by reafon of the afthma. He was attended on in his — 
ficknefs by a pious and worthy divine, Mr. Evans Griffith, 
minifter 2 the parifh; and it was obfe.ved, that in all the 
extremities of his pain, whenever he prayed by him, he fora 
bore all tomplaints or groans, but with hands and eyes lifted 
up, was fixed in his devotion. Not long before his death, | 
the minifter told him of an approaching facrament, but that 
he believed he could not comé 4nd partake of it with others, 


and therefore he would. give it to him in his own houfe: he 
replied, no; his heavenly Father had prepared a feaft for him, 


and he would go to his Father’s houfe to partake of it; and 
_He continued to enjoy the free ufe of his reafon to the laft, 


which during his ficknefs he had often earneftly prayed for; 


and when his voice was fo funk that he could not be heard, 


ee, ey perceived by the almoft conftant lifting up of his eyes 


feng, which he has inferted in his life. 


hands, that he was ftill afpiring towards that bleffed 
itate he longed for ; and on Chriftmas-day, 1675-6, between 
two and three in the afternoon, he breathed out his pious — 
foul, without any ftruggling or vifible pangs. 


It is obfervable, Chriftmas-day ufed to. be a feafon of 
cial devotion with him, and he had for. many years compofed 
a copy. of verfes.in honour of his Saviour on that day; 
eighteen of which are printed (the firft dated 1651): the 


lait, as Bifhop Burnet intimates, was a paraphrafe on Simcon’s © 


Mr. Baxter’s charaéter of Sir Matthew Hale is. as follows: 


“ The laft year of my abode at Acton (1669), I had the — 
happinefs of a neighbour whom I cannot ealily pra.fe above his 


worth, which was Sir Matthew Hale, Lord Chief Baron of | 
the kxchequer, whom all the judges and lawyers in England 


admired, for his fkill in law and for his juitice, and fcholars — 


honoured 
| 


by 

; 

‘ 
| 
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and his clofe fidelity in friendthip. When he firft came to 
town, I came not near him, left, being a filenced and: fuf= 
pected perfon (with his fuperiors), 1 fhould draw him alfo 
under fufpicion, and do him wrong, till I had notiee-round 
about of his defire of my acquaintance; and | fcarce ever 
converfed fo profitably with any other perfon in my life. 

“ He was a man of no quick utterance, but often hefitant ; 
but fpake with great reafon. He was mof precifely juft, 
infonuch as | believe he would have loft all he had in the 
world rather than do an unjuft aét;’ patient in hearing the 
moft tedious fpeech which any man had to make for himfelf ; 
the pillar of juftice, the refuge of the fubjeét who. feared 
oppreffion, and one of the greateft honours of his Majefty’s 
government: for, with fome more upright judges, he upheld 
the honour of the Englifh nation, that it fell not into the 
reproach of arbitrarinefs, cruelty, and utter confufion. Every 


man that had a juft caufe was almoft paft fear, if he could 
but bring it into the court or affize where he was judge (for 
the other judges feldom contradicted him). He was the great 
 inftrument for rebuilding London: for when an act was made 
_ for deciding all controverfies that hindered it, it was he that 
was the conftant judge, who for nothing followed the work, 
_ and by his prudence and juftice removed a multitude of great 
Impediments. His great advantage for innocency was, that 
he was no lover of 
too plain; he ftudioufly avoided all unneceffary familiarity 
_with great perfons, and all that manner of living which. fig- 
-nifieth wealth and greatnefs. He kept no greater a family 
than myfelf. | lived 
backfide he had a mind to: but caufed a ftranger (that he 
might not be fufpected to be the man) to know of me whe- 
ther [ were wilking to part with it, before he would: meddle 
with it. In that houfe he liveth contentedly,* without any 
pomp, and without coftly or troublefome retinue or vifitors, 
but not without charity to the poos. He continueth the 
_ ftudy of phyfic and mathematics ftill, as his great delight: 
he hath himtelf written four volumes ia folio (three of which 
Ihave read) againft atheifm, fadducifm, and nya to 


riches or of grandeur. His garb was 


ia a finall houfe, which for a pleafans 


prove the Deity, and then the immortality of man’s foul, and 
then the truth of Chriftianity and the holy fcripture ; 


anfwering the infidels’ objections aguinit fcripture, . It is. 


This was Mr. Baxter 1670, 


frong 


35% 
honoured for his learning, and I highly valued for his fin- | 
cerity, mortification, felf-denial, humility, confcientioufnefs, 
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about the immortality of the foul, am 
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ftrong and mafculine, only too tedious for impatient readers. 


He faith, he wrote it only at vacant hours in his circuits, ta 


 gegulate his meditations, finding that while he wrote down 


what he thought on, his thqughts were the eafier kept clofe 


- to work, and kept in a method, and he could after try his 
former thoughts, and make further ufe of them if they were — 


good. But I could not yet perfuade him to hear of publithe 
“The conference which I had frequeatly with him (moftly 
other foundation 
points, and philofophical) was fo edifying, that his very 
quettions a:id objections did help me to more light than other 
men’s folutions. Thofe that take no men for religious wha 
frequent not private meetings, &c. took him for an excel. 
lently righteous moral man; but I, that have heard and read 


his fcrious expreflions of the concernments of eternity, and | 
_ feen his love to all good men, and the blameleffnefs of his 


life, &c. thought better of his piety than of mine own. 
When the people crowded in and out of my houfe to hear, 


he openly fhewed me fo great ref{pect before them at the 


door, and never fpake a word again{t it, as was no {mal} 
encouragement to the common people to go on; though the 
other fort muttored, that a judge fhould feem fo far to coun- 
tenance that they took to be againft the law. He was a 
great lamenter of the extremities of the times, and the vio~ 


_ Jence and foolifhneis of the predominant clergy, and a great 
detiver of fuch abatements as might reftore us all to fervice- 
ablenefs and unity. He had got but a yery {mall eftate 
(though he had long the greateft practice\, becaufe he would 
take but itctle money, and undertake no more bufinefs than 
he could well difvatch. 
to retign his place, when he was blamed for doing that which 
he fuppofed was juftice. He had been the learned Selden’s 
- yntimate friend, and one of his executors; and becaufe the 
' Hobbians and other infidels would have perfuaded the world 

that Selden was of their mind, I defired him to tell me the © 
truth therein ; and he affured me that Selden was an earneft 

Sevag of the Uhriitian faith, and fo angry an adverfary to 


_ He offered to the Lard Chancellor 


ohbs, that he hath rated him out of the room.” _ 

Mr. Baxter, after this, relating the treatment himfelf met 
with at Acton from his enemies, who procured his commit- 
ment to new prifon, Clerkenwell, for fix months, without 


bail or mainprize, adds; “ and fo | finally left that placey 
being grieved moft that Satan had prevailed to ftop the poor 
‘people in fuch hopeful beginnings of a common reformation, 


and 
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and that I was to be deprived of the exceeding grateful 
neighbourhood of the Lord Chief Baron Hale, who could _ 
f{carce refrain tears when he did but hear of the firft warrant 


for my appearance. 
| ife of Mr. Baxter, part III. p, 475 195) 1813. 


_.Mr.. Samuel Clark, in his life of Sir Matthew Hale, ob- 
ferves, he was a chief obferver of the Lord’s-days, in which, 
befides his conftant attendance ypon the public fervice of God 
twice a day, in the evening he called all his family together, 
and repeated to them the heads af the fer.nons, with fome 
additions of his own, which he fitted fur their capacities, | 
after which he conftantly fhut up hifelf fer two or three 
hours, which he fpent in his feeret devo:ions and proftable 
meditations. Of which contemplations two volumes in 
octayo were printed a little before his death, He died in| 
the fixty-feventh year of his age: his funeral fermon was 
preached from Ifaiah lyii. J. Bite 
Clark’s Sele Lives, p. 128, 


‘ 
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MEMOIRS OF THE LATE REV. MR. FRANCIS 
| SMITH, BAPTIST MINISTER AT MELBOURNE, 
IN DERBYSHIRE. 


(Continued from page 


Ar the time of his concern of mind, expreffed in the 
_ account i has given in the above hiftory of his converfion, 
his fituation was very unfavourable to the obtaining of reli- 


meeting for prayer and reading the fcriptures at Doningtone 
hall, where the late Countefs of Huntingdon refided. » Her 


a 
| 
| 
gious inftruction. carcely was there a perfon within the { 

_ compa{s of his knowledge, that he confidered as any way H 
ferioufly difpofed; and what inftruction he did obtain was | 
eyidencly hurtful rather than ufzful. An old fchoolmafter, a 
difciple of Jacob Behmen, was one of his firft and-principal | 

inftructors. . Through this man he was brought to attend a 


354 BAPTIST HISTORY. 
I. ladythip and a few other inquiring perfons from neighbour- — 
ng villages formed this congregation. At thefe meetings 

he was frequently appointed to read, and obrained from her 

- Jadythip the appellation of ** young Timothy ;” but it does not 
appear that he ever received any confiderable advantage to — 
_ After he had obtained peace to his troubled foul, he con- 

- ¢inued for fome time diligently attending upon the word 
preached, and fearching the fcriptures, for farther light and 
- peace: and in the year 1746, or 1747, according to the 

_ beft information I have obtained, he began his public 

- fabours in the work of the miniftry. His firft effay was in 
. the dwelling houfe of Mr. Wm. Allien, of Kirkbywood- 

houfe, Nottinghamfhire: the text—Lukeii. 10. ‘* Behold 
bring you good tidings.” 
| As a preacher, he was beloved and admired by all our — 
churches. He had a pleafant and rather mufieal voice, | 

. which rendered the delivering of his difcourfes exceedingty 

agreeable, joined with a natural eloquence which [ believe 

few preachers pofiefs, In him was exemplified what the 

Lord faid of Ezekiel (chap. xxxiii. 32.) “* And Jo, thou art 

-$¢ unto them as a very lovely fong of one that hath a plea- 

<¢ fant voice and can play well on an inftrument.” This, 

' however, though an agreeable gift of nature, and a confider- 

_ able advantage in a public fpeaker, was one of the leaft of 
his qualifications for the work of the miniftry. He poffeffed 
_ a mind extremely affected with the ruined ftate of his fellow 
 greatures. He firmly believed that “ they had all gone out 
the way,”—‘* were all guilty before God,”—~-and 
were perifhing for lack of knowledge.” And having 
been long and deeply affeG@ed with a view of his own ini- 
- quities, and fully convinced of the danger 4e was in, and the 
_ mifery to which 4e was expofed, it operated to the exciting 
the moft ardent defires for the falvation of his fellow finners 
around. And with what tender concern for their eternal 
welfare, with what love, and zeal, and affection, he expof- _ 
- tulated with them on the alarming fituation in which they 
; | ‘were, is‘known to all the churches with whom he was con- 
nected, and, I believe, that in thefe refpeGs was equalled 
Inthe year 1753, Aug. 20, he married Elizabeth Toone, 
_ an amiable young woman and excellent Chriftian, and a 
‘ gnember of the body of people amongft whom he laboured. 
In this union he was exccedingly happy. She was indeed 
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given her 


an help for him, and was a pattern of prudence and 
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piety to her fex. The very high character I have heard 

y her particular acquaintance, and thofe who 
were beft able to form a judgment of her temper, words, — 
{pirit, and general deportment, give me fufficient reafon 
to believe that fhe was. one of the excellent of the earth. 
‘But, alas! was mortal ; and, aftcr a lingering illnefs, 
which made her Chriftian virtues thine more confpicuous, 


and which terminated in a confumption, fhe died O@. 


a1? 1768, leaving behind her a hufband and feven children. 


v defcribe at large the lofs of fuch a perfon to the church, 


and to her family, would be difficult ; but to defcribe the 
ig of her beloved partner on this occafion, would be 
Perhaps it will not be improper to meniion here, that in 
1 ze he married a fecond wife, Mary Hucknall, a member 
of the Baptift church at Melbourne. This marriage ap- 
peared very fuitable, and, I believe, was very generally — 
approved. b his friends; yet. an unhappy di!pofition rene 
_ dered this union not fo agreeable as might have been 
Having, in conjun@ion with his colleagues for 
fome years, they judged it moft f{criptural to form the body 
ef people with whom they were united into independent 


churches. This was therefore done, and the people who 


from locality of fituation, or other prudential motives, found 
it moft agreeable to unite together, were formed into a 
church ftate, agreeable to the views they then had of gofpel 


| 


In the year 1760, my father falong with his worthy col- 


league Mr. Thomas Perkins) was ordained to the paftoral 


office, over the church at Melbourne, which had Packing- 
ton and Meafham as branches of it, villages fix or eight 
miles aittant from Melbourne, at which regular preaching 
was maintained. The joy of this people was then full. 
- They had th minifter of their choice; peace, and love, 
and harmony then abounded amongft them. 

-- The miinifters engaged on this occafion were, the Rev. 
| Ab Booth, then of Kirkbywood-houfe, now of London, 
who gave the charge: text—Acts xx. 28. A ee eee 

Mr. John Grimley, of Loughborough, preached the fer= — 

mon to the people. Text—1 Theff. v. 12, 14. ; 
| Mr. John Tarratt, of Kegworth, and Mr. 


Jofeph Donit: 
“And 


| 
a 
| 
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"And Mr: John Aldridge gave out the hymns the whole 
“In him the illiberality of infidels m 

 eorreétion, could either truth or fa&ts convince them. The 
‘continual declaration that gofpel minifters are all feeking 

_ their own worldly advantage, and’ that were thev not influ- 


ght receive fome — 


- . — gthers of them could not afford to lofe their time in the day, 
4 .. to tranfa& their bufinefs, fix o’clock in the evening was the 
appointed hour of meeting. It was the regular rule of my 
| = father to work hard till three o’clock in the afternoon, and 
Age then walk to Barton, the place of meeting, which is not lefs 
ia than fourteen miles. Seldom had they finifhed their bufinefs 


before twelve o'clock, and then he returned home; fome- 

times fo fatigued with his journey, and want of fleep, that 

] have heard him declare it required the exercife m confider- 

able refolution to prevent him from laying down to reft on | 

the cold earth. This he did without the moft diftantex- 

peciation of any pecuniary recompence ; and indeed without 
defiring any. Afterwards, when the church faw it neceffary 
fo lend him a little affiftance, they contributed towards the 
 fapport of himfelf and family from about 10 to 121. per 
‘annum ; and a perfon of whom I have made enquiries, and 
who frequently paid the money into his hands, informs mes 
_ that upon a particular occafion they once paid him as much 
15): he knows not that he ever,reccived more. Tome 


jt appears that fuch a perfon muft be influenced. y motives 
| | | direCtly 


enced by this motive they would ceate their labours, is fo 
far from truth that nothing but the ignorance and impudence 
of thcfe perfons has been «qual to the affertion of fo palpable 
a falfehood. In the fubje@& of thefe fhort memoirs, we 
behold a rhan, who, for twenty years fucceffively, preached 
2B the gofpel without any recompence of a worldly nature, 
except a few {mall prefents in fome of the latter of them, from 
a very, {mall number of individuals; and which bore no 
¢omparifon’to the lofs he fuftained' through abfence from his 

| _ daily labour, while engaged in the work of the miniftry. 
s _ He frequently ‘worked hard through the day, and then 
B walked three, fix, and fometimes ten miles, to preach in the 
. evening, atid teturned home afterwards, in otder to purfue 
| ae his daily labour the next morning. And this hefometimes did 
two, three, and four times in the week. On Lord’s-days he 
had two of three times to preach, and generally to walk from 
| ten to thirty or more miles. Every other Friday night he 
for years met the minifters in conference; and as he and 


‘direGly oppofite to thofe of either worldly gain or bodily 


eafé, and motives: that weigh down every confideration of 


Not only his labour, time, and talents, but his little pro- 


perty was devoted to the promotion of the caufe of his Lord © 
and Saviour. At the time of the erection of the meeting- 


houfe at Mclbourne; he wotked at his trade as a journeyman; 
and, notwithftanding his lofs of time in his employment in 
the miniftry, and the additional expences he thereby incurred; 


he regularly paid 8d. per week out of his fntall earfiings, to — 
affift in paying the workmen their wages. It is but juftice 


to thofe with whom he aéted; to obferve, that many of them 


pleting this houfe of God. 
(To be continued.) 
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Anno 1756 to 1755. 


affair at Hugglefcote being fettled, the church be- | 
gan to have peace; and while the preachers were induftri- 


oufly propagating the gofpel, being ** inftant in feafon and 
‘< out of feafon,” the caufe at large rapidly increafed. “The 
new meeting-houfe at Melbourne drew many hearers from 
villages. feat about, and the increafe of hearers was the 


means of cutting out new work for the preachers: Mrs — 


Samuel Follows, of Caftle Donington; invited them to his 
houfe, and procured a place for them to preach in. - They 
were well attended with hearers, and had very promuifing 
appearances of fuccefs. The preaching at Donington ex- 
cited the curiofity of many at Difeworth, who foon became 


' regular attendants, and were anxious to obtain preaching 
there alfo. It was feldom neceffary to make urgent and 
entreaties, for they were ready of themfelves to 
take 


Fepeated | 


aflifted in the fame manner, as the Lord profpered them. 
At this time he received a fmall legacy of gl. left him by 
his father: this, his a//, he joyfully contributed towards come 
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“ake every opportunity of communicating the glad things 


of falvation to all within their reach. Nor did they feek 
for the moft agreeable accommodations, or wait for a formal 
confecration. Whoever would receive them, enjoyed their | 
benediGtion ; and whatever place they could obtain to anfwer 
their purpofe, became prefently fanétified by the gofpel of 
Chrift. Here, a weaver’s fhop was the firft place thus © 
_ honoured ; and whatever became of the looms, or how well 
or ill the people were accommodated, we pretend not to 
fay ; but it is very certain that this aukward beginning was 
introduGtory to extenfive ufzfulnefs. 

| In the year 1752 a meeting-houfe was erected at Dife- 
‘worth, much on the plan of thofe at Melbourne and Barton, 
and this contributed {till more to increafe the number of 
hearers, and to extend their influence on every fide. Several 
from Kegworth and Long Whatton became regular hearers, 
and were addedto the church.®* = 


- Jt has been mentioned above, that Mr. Ault, who had 
_been a fort of colleague with Mr. Kendrick at Barton, fepa- 
tated himfelf from the conneétion, and fixed his abode at. 

Hinkley, where he alfo attempted to raife a diftin@ intereft. | 

Mr. Ault, as well as Mr. Kendrick, and fome of the prin- - 
cipal members of the church, had entertained fome notions 
tefpe&ting adult baptifm; and foon after Mr. Ault’s removal to 
Hinckley, he introduced the pratice of baptizing adults. 
_ It was not very pleafing to the Barton people that Mr. Ault 
‘fhould get the ftart of them. in a bufinefs which they believed 
was a duty incumbent on themfelves ; and efpecially as they 
conceived, that if they now entered upon it, their conduct 
would be conftrued as a kind of implicit regard to the ex- 
ample of Mr. Ault. They therefore delayed, and remained 
in an unfettled ftate, refpecting this fubje@, until the yeat 
1755: this period, fome grew diffatisfied with the 


| | | | | 
Mr. John Bradley, of Whatton, who afterwartls removed 
to Kegworth, and became a principal fupport to the caufe, was 


ene of the firft hearers from thofe places. Whether curiofity, 


_ @ta more ferious motive, induced him to attend, may not ba 
- neceflary to determine; but he returned home full of anxiety 


-relpeCting the falvation of his foul, and exclaimed to.his wife, on 


entering the heufe, ‘ Mary, it is not of works at laft!” This 


_ fhewed not only his concern of mind, but pretty clearly 


_ evinced what were the doftrines principally infifted on by 
thefe preachers—falvation by grace alone, through faith in, 
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mode, and with the -/ubjec? of baptifm, as adminiftered 
in the Church of England; and fome were equally diffiae 
tisfied with both, Others retained their prejudices, and 
were unwilling to give up infant baptifm. Moft were un- 
willing to apply to the eftablifhment, and for a fhort time 
the infants were baptized by their own preachers, by im- 
merfion; they having tub for the purpofe, which 
anfwered the end as well asa font, This praétice, however, 
was of fhort continuance, fince they foon found the ferip- 
tures entirely filent refpeting the baptifm of infants even by 
jimmerfion.. ‘Thofe paffages of fcripture which they, as well 
as others, had thought:in fome’ meafure to countenance the 
practice, they now perceived had no fuch meaning, fince 
the fcriptures plainly affert, that ‘* Jefus himfelf baptized 
not, but his difciples.” John iv. 2. but that ** he took 
them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and bleffed 
them.” Mark x. 16. This caufed them entirely tq 
elinquifh the pratice of baptizing infants; and as they 
wifhed to copy the example of ‘Jefus, they thought it incum- 
bent in this refpe&t alfo. Their little ones were therefore 
brought at the time of public worfhip. The minifter took © 
them in his arms, he pronounced an affeGtionate benediction, 
accompanied by a prayer for the child and the parents, and 
thus folemnly dedicated them toGod.* 


4 


As it was their defire to be guided by the New ‘Teftament 
in all their proceedings, they read and ftudied it with 
unwearied attention; and though in many inftances they 
_ might manifeft fuperftition and enthufiafm, yet their general 

practice evinced their fincerity, 


The fubject of baptifm began to be mare clofely confie 
dered and difcuffed in their conferences and church-meet- 
ings.’ A ferious appeal was made to the fcriptures. The - 
practice of Chrift and his apoftles, as recorded by the 
evangelifts, they confidered as their rule of conduct. The 
refult was, the ‘minifters,°as well as the generality of 
the members, refolved to engage in the otdinance; and — 
accordingly, about the month of November, 1755, moft of — 


* The form of words ufed on this occafion was Numb. vi- 


bay 85, 26. * The Lord blefs thee, and keep thee. The Lord 


_ make his face fhinc upon thee, and be gracious unto thee, 
** The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
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Mr. Kendrick had been himfelf previoufly baptized.* == 
After the minifters were baptized, and the major part of _ 
the members, they were very anxious to bring others to 
engage in the. practice. Their zeal, in fome inftances, ex. . 
- geeded their prudence ; for whofoever offered themfelves as 
_ candidates, were generally admitted; and it was not un- 
common to give public notice to the audience, for thofe 
~ who withed to be baptized to offer themfelves to the church 
for that purpofe. It is true, they .expected fome kind of 
profeflion of faith, but were too incautious in attending to 
the evidence of the real converfion, and honourable motives 


minifters were. baptized by. Mr. Kendrick, nbt till 


of their candidates, 


Qn their commencing Baptifts, their fyftem of fellowthip 
was in fome refpects altered, and confifted of four claffes of 
members. Firit, fuch who were unbaptized, and who did 

receive the Lord’s fupper,: but who. were, neyerthelefs, 

on their application received jnto q kind .of friendly and 
brotherly union. Secondly, baptized perfons, who were 

- Rot communicants at the Lord’s fupper. Thirdly, unbap- 

* It became rather a puzzling matter, when the appointed 
time of baptifm drew nigh, in order to determine how to 
begin: for as no one of their own fociety had been haptized, 
who was a proper ew ce to perform the office on the firft 

‘candidate ?* They had very little knowledge of the regular 
Baptifts, either General or Particular, and they were quite too — 

Atrdit-laced to admit much expanfion of heart: toward any 

_ibefides their own party. Befides, had they fo far yielded to 
the apparent neceflity of the cafe, they probably would have 

to procure an in'any other 

denomination who would have confented to fuch a propofal ; for 
it muft be confeffed, that both the Particular wr Generel Bap- 
tifts, in thofe days, had fo much buckram about them, as t be 
able to ftrut foremoft in company with any fet of non-defcripts 

' Well, but what muft be done?. For to be baptized by any 


other than their.own party would be to incur a kind of taint, 


or, at leat, give-a tinge of a colour they did not like to wear; 
and to be baptized by an undbaptized perfon was almoft as bad. 
' However, there {eemed to be no alternative ; and Mr. Kendrick 
and Jofeph Donifthorpe mutually agreed to baptize each other 
firft, and then both of them to engage in baptizing the reft. © 
Mr, Kendrick was fir baptized, and he then immediately 


/tized 
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| | 

fized perfons who were communicants; and. fourthly, fuch 
who had been baptized and were communicants too. 

_ From the nature and extent of their fellowfhip, one — 
might think they were wonderfully candid and liberal ; and 
that to charge them, as above, as being ftrait-laced, 
Was an unfair. reprefentation, It fhould be remembered, 
however, that, though Pzedobaptifts were admitted to their 

-fellowfhip, and to the table of the Lord, they were Padobap- 

tifts of their own ftamp, whofe doGtrinal creed was pretty 
- homogenous with their own, and who could fay Shibboleth 
without ftammering. | 
_. This kind of fellowfhip was maintained until the siedeehe 

divided for the fake of conveniency ; but when this event 
took place they commenced ftri&t Baptifts, and admitted 
fone to their communion but fuch who. fubmitted to op 

| 

While they continued the fellowthip defcribed above; they 
chats to retain the appellation. of Independents, principally 
becaufe they were unconnected with othe:s, and’fubmitted 
to no foreign controul. They were, however, under-a kind 
of defpotic government. Mr. Kendrick, fo long as he re- 
tained the good opinion of the people, could fit like a Rabbi 
in Mofes’s chair, and command obedience with a nod. The 
other preachers, though men of very different difpofitions, 

were fometimes infenfibly led into his track, and aidid his 
arbitrary proceedings. They held weekly conferences for 
the purpofe of difcuffing the affairs of the fociety, and not 
unfrequently formed rules, and enaéted laws for the people, 
without their concurrence. They chofe whom they pleafed 
to affift them in the miniftry, ahd fent them where they 
pleafed, without much canfideration whether the church 
would be fatisfied or difgufted. No doubt their main 
intention was good, and the people in general believed it; 
but it was taking a liberty which, in the prefent day, | 
would neither be juftified nor endured; fince, if there be 

‘fuch a thing as defpotifm among the General Baptifts, it is 
| generally transferred from the preachers to the 

eople. 

. Defpotifm confitts in an undue exercife of power ; and 
_ wherever power refts, it requires much wifdom and bene- 
volence to keep it within due. bounds, and ta dire& it in it’s 

‘Various Operations. For this reafon, as well as others, it 
| feems beit, in ecclefiaftical. government, to lodge the power 
in the of the people. The difciples: of Chritt are 
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 ftriGly prohibited acknowledging any other mafter than 

himfelf ; and it becomes highly criminal to ufurp, or to fuffer, 
‘any other dominion. If any thing, however, can be faid in 
juitification of the preachers herein, it feems to arife from 
the nefs Of their intentions, and their difinterefted zeal 

and labour for the promotion of the caufe: for notwith- 
' ftanding their uncommon exertions, their long and fatiguing 
journeys, their frequent preaching, and the numerous calls 
toferve the people, and ‘to fpre.d the gofpel, not one of 
them, except Mr. Kendrick, for many years, received any 
pecuniary confideration. This was the more burthenfome 
_ to the preachers, as they were all men who were obliged to 

-Jabour hard for the maintenance of their families, and who 
fuftained heavy expences in accommodating their diftant 
friends, whofe vifits were frequent, and fometimes of no fhort 


continuance. 

- Among other regulations which were framed for the ufe 
of the fociety, we fhall prefent our readers with a copy of 
gules, which areentitled, 


BOURNE. 


pROLOGUE TO THE ARTICLES FOLLOWING. 


_ & As it appears to us to be the mind of the Holy Ghoft, 
gs revealed in God’s word, that wherefoever the gofpel is 
_ preached, the fouls that receive the truth fhould be gathered 

- togcther in church order and fellowfhip; fo we look upon 
jt to be the mind of the Lord, that focieties be formed of all] 
_ fuch who defire to affociate together, by which means thofe 
are the better made manifeft who truly know the falvation 
Of Jefus Chrift. And as there arc, in fuch focieties, many 
who are weak in the faith, thofe who labour in the word 
and doétrine have an opportunity in a more particular mane 
ner tobe ufeful to them in bringing them forward. Theres | 
fore havinz met together in our church at Barton, and hav. 
ing the focieties in our care, we there came to this deters 
mination to eftablifh fuch rules amongft them with whom 
__- We are concerned, that appear to be to the glory of God our 
Saviour, and for the good of fouls. And as we have proved, 
_ even to a demonftration, that if there be not very ftriét ° 
€economy in fuch matters, our labours will] be rendered ufe~ 
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’ Knowing thefe things, we expect that: all who join 
themfelves, or are already joined in fuch fociety, do confent 


_ tothe following articles. 


' JT, On every Wednefday night at the hour of feven, when 
the fociety meets, fome one who labours in the word and 
_ doctrine will meet with them, to the intent they may be 
eftablifhed in, and kept to, that faith, which we have fome 
-reafon to hope. they have received, 
“IT. If it be obferved that any member make a practice 
of neglecting to come to the me at the time above-men-_ 
tioned, it fhall be made known to fome of us who labour in 
the word, that fo the caufe may be enquired into; and if it 
be fuch that cannot be removed, then the perfon fhall no 
longer be accounted amember, | 
“TI. That no perfon be admitted to the fociety but 
fuch as belong to it above fix months,* (in which time 
thefe articles will be read in their hearing), and that not 
without fpeaking to fome of us who labour in the word. 
For this caufe they are admitted, that they may fee our 
manner of proceeding, and we, in fome meafure, be ace 
quainted with them, before they are received. ei eae 
“ITV. To prevent all intrufion, we judge it needful that — 
each member fhould have a ticket, which we purpofe to 
change every fix months, during which time, if there be any 
diforderly walkers found among any of the members, we 
fhall have a reafonable time to reprove or exhort them; — 
and if we find we can by no means gain them from their 
evil practices, we know it to be the mind of the Lord not 
to have fellowfhip with the unfruitful works of darknefs, 
_and the perfon to be declared no more a member, which we 
_ fhew by refufing them a ticket at the time of changing. 
- But if it fhould happen that any member be found in the 
frequent repetition of wr heinous crime, or inthe frequent | 
advancing of any herefy or other things that may feem — 
deftru€tive to the caufe of God, that upon refufing to be 
_ reclaimed from it, the majority of the fociety fhall have the 
liberty to put fuch perfons from them at any time they fhall 


~ *. The meaning is, they were not allowed to join the church 
an full fellowfhip until they had attended the fociety-meeting 


fix months, © 
| That 
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64 HISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION 
« VY, That as there Is, though a finall, yét contirual. 

charge in the fociety, it is required that fe members, 

according to their ability, do contribute monthly what they 

can afford toward defraying the expences: not doing it as 
unto men, but as unto God, who has called them with an 
 holy-calling, to fee and to know the riches of free pie in. 
he dying of the Lord Jefus. 

He J. That two ftewards be appointed to. gather the 
fubferigtions, that they alfo provide all things neceflary for 
the ufe of the fociety; that all monies received and dif+ 
burfed be fet down in the book, that fo any member and f 
fee, at any time, how the money is difpofed of. _ 
VII, That no alteration be made, of any kind, witha 

~ out the approbation and confent of the arty, or at leaft the 
major partof them. 

“VIII. That upon any extraordinary occafion (if it 

fhould fo happen) nod one who Jabours in the word and doc- 
trine fhould meet the people upon the fociety night, that 
then fome one member be appointed to read the {fcriptures, 
--and no other book whatfoever; that no other perfon at fuch 

‘times be permitted to fpeak, but that brother who is ap- 
pointed by the fociety ;. that fo all things, according to the 
apoftle’s advice, be done decently, and in order.» 

“TX. That if.any member or members fhould be found’. 
obftinately or wilfully to continue in the breach of any of | 
the above-mentioned rules, all fuch perfons muft be looked 

upon as difturbers of the peace, and enemies of the unity of 

_ our fociety. Therefore, to the intent that fuch perfons ma 
be left without excufe, this is to be noted, that thefe seicles . 
be. read every laft fociety-night before the monthly-day. 

«“ X. That we alfo propofe, unlefs we are deceived, not 

to. receive any one into the fociety, but fuch who we ‘have 
reafon to believe do in fome meafure know the faith of Jefus 
Chritt. 

It is alfo further required, that no hufband 
longing to the fociety,; having a wife who does not belong) | 
contribute any thing to the expences of the fociety unknown 
to the wife; alfo that no wife belonging to the foskery | 

_ (having a hufband who does not) contribute any thing to 

the expences of the fociety unknown to her hand nei- 
ther any children unknown to the parents; that fo all “feuds 
and clamours, that might potiibly arife families, may. by 
this means be prevented. 

XIL We alfo hold it neceffary for the continuance of 
true Chriftian harmony in the rs that no miember or 
-members, 
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members, elther hear others fpeak, or foeak themfelves, any 
evil of any member, fo as to give it a place in their breatt, 
until they have fpoken to the perfon accufed; and if it then 
appear true, then to make ufe of our Lord’s direction, 
Matth. xviii. 45, 16, 17. as the malt Chriftian way for 
removing g it. 

“« XIII. That as, according to che above diredtions, 
-perfons may be fpoken to in the open fociety, we therefore 
ftrictly enjoin every member in particular, that they fpeak 
of nothing of this kind, or any others to thofe who: are 
without.” | 

Befide the above articles, and the Confeffion of Faith 
given in No, VII. there was alfo what they called a Cove~ 
nant; but as the writer has not been able to obtain the 
latter, it muft of courfe be omitted, unlefs any friend who 
may have it in pofleffion will have the goodnefs to commu- 
nicate it. There was alfo a marriage ceremony, which 
might be entertaining, could it be procured.———It will be 
efteemed a favour if any of our readers, who can furnifh © 
additional authentic intelligence, will .take the trouble of 
forwarding {uch communications as ipeedily as pofible. 


To be continued. 


AND 


QN THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTIVATING A 
TASTE FOR READING, AS THE MOST EFFEC- 
TUAL WAY OF FACILIT ATING THE ATTAINS 
atest OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE. 


eg” 


LETTER if, 


SUBJECTS PECULIARLY DESERVING THE ATTZNTION OF 
A GENERAL READER. 


$I R, | 
has bebn faid, that ignorance is the mother of devo- 


son”? a pofition that difplays {tupidity as malig- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


nity, and can be affirmed by thofe only who are either erofsly 


- general importance, claim attentive and 
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ignorant of the nature of true religion, or who fcek by 
mifreprefentation to excite prejudice againft it. Devotion is 
a rational praétice, and will admit of an aflociation with the 
foundeft and moft enlarged underftanding, and with the moft 
advanced ftate of intelleétual cultivation and refinement: 
witnefs a Newton, a Boyle, a Locke, a Hartley, and 
‘many others, who were as refpectable for piety as emi- 


nent for talents and knowledge. True religion was 


defigned for the vulgar only: it was equally defigned for 
all, and is eminently adapted to improve ‘and to fublimate 
our rational nature. [I know nothing belonging to it that 


will not admit the fcrutinizing eye of enlightened, unpreju-. 
diced reafon; though, as a guide, reafon is utterly imbecile 
and infufficient, as the hiftory of thofe nations deftitute of 
revelation moft clearly evinces.* No apprehenfion, there- 
_ fore, need be entertained, that as men advance in {cience and 


general knowledge they will become indifferent to religion, 
becaufe no fuch confequence can neceflarily follow; religion 


and extenfive knowledge being perfectly compatible, and, 
when united together, they exhibit each other to greater _ 
advantage. 


- This letter J thall devote to the purpofe of pointing out 
@ few fubjects, which, on account of their fuperior and 
ceneral regard. It 


is but little that can be faid in the compafs of even a long 


letter, to recommend the fubfequent interefting fubjects to 
the attentign of your readers; but it is prefumed that little 
will not be unworthy of their notice. I take it for granted 


that the Bible is ftudied principally. Accurate knowledge 


of Chriftianity moft eminently fits us for ufefulnefs as 
~Chriftians; but there are other fubjects neceflary to our 


being extenfively ufeful as men and citizens. Chriftianity 


_ is important in this view alfo, that when our duty, in every 
capacity and relation, is performed from the motives it oe: e 


gefts, it gives a moral excellence and dignity to our conduct, 
which makes it more intrinfically valuable, renders it more 


acceptable to God, and redounds mare to the honour of our 


character as Chriftians. 


| 1. The ftudy of the Burdences of Chrifiianity is of peculiar 
_ importance. To be able to fhew why we are Chriftians, is 
not only defirable and reputable, but in fome meafure ne- 


 * See particularly Dr. Leland’s Necefity aud Advantages of | 


Divine Revelation, 


_ceffary, 
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‘ceflary, as the number, the activity, and confidence of the 
advocates of infidelity feem to increafe, and as fo many are 
‘feduced by their writings. This confidence and fuccefs on 
the one hand, .and defection on the other; are not owing to 


any folidity of reafoning, the production of new evidence, or _ 


the exhibition of objections important and well+grounded 5 
‘but to a pre-difpofition of mind in favour of infidelity, a 
wifh or defire that Chriftianity may not be true—ariling 
from impatience of the reftraints it lays on their inordinate 
paffions, and the incompatibility of their unreftrained indul- 
gence with the belief of it. . In fuch a ftate of mind, objec- 


_ tions barely fpecious will be thought well-founded, and the 


mott fuperficial reafoning, and contemptible fophiftry, will be 


received as irrefragable argument. . Such influence has an 


immoral bias on the underftanding ! Others. may be over- 
come in confequence of their ignorance of this fubjedct, 
having nothing to reply themfelves, and being totally un- 
acquainted with what others have replied. In every view 
this fubje& is important; and if it can be proved (as it moft 
certainly can and has been) that Chriftianity is from God, 


every Chriftian ought to be anxious and diligent to acquaint 
him{elf with thofe proofs. he wifhes to be preferved from 


the fceptical mania, and to have his belief of revealed religion 
eftablifhed on folid and rational grounds, or would be able 
to afford relief to thofe whofe minds may be_ pérplexed and 
-embarraffed with fcruples and doubts, he muft carefully ex- 
plore the ground on which our belief ought to ftand: Hap- 
pily for the inquifitive mind, there are many valuable trea- 


tifes on this fubjeét in our language, which do honour to 
the talents of their authors, and in perufing which the ferious 


and impartial reader will meet with fatisfaction.* But what 
advantage can arife from all their learned laboufs, unlefs 


their publications be read? It appears to me highly difho- 


nourable and culpable to be ignorant of fo important a fub- 
ject, when information may be fo eafily obtained. It is alfo 
very unfafe, if we have any regard to our inward peace, 
and admitting that Chriftianity is from God, becaufe we are 
daily liable to hear objections ftated, or to have fcruples arife 
in our minds, which, when uninformed, may receive lafting 


* There is a fmall pamphlet, which I have lately met with, 
that cannot be too warmly recommended to thofe who cannot 
procure larger treatifes, entitled, An Anfwer to the Queftion, 
Why are you a Chrifitan ? by John Clarke, minifter of a church 
in Bolton, New England—price four pence, 
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appear very diftant and improbable at prefent, but they do — 
fot know in what fituations they may be placed.* And if © 
the fuggeftions of infidelity fall in with the impulfes of im-_ 


petuous paflions, their fall may be precipitated before they 
are‘aware, or at leaft they may receive a wound, the healing 
of which will require much labour and time. What mutt 
Chrift think of fuch difciples as will not take the needful 


ig to examine the ground and evidence of his religion? 
t certainly muft be more acceptable to him, and more ho- © 


nourable to them, to be his difciples from conviction and on 
principle, than otherwife. PN 


2. The reafons of our diffent from the eftablifbed church 
ts a fubfe& highly interefting and important to us as Dif- 


fenters. The diffenting intereft fuffers confiderably, in point 


of refpeétability and numbers, from the too great neglect of 
this ftudy. It is truly aftonifhing to obferve how extremely 


ignorant many Diffenters are on this fubje@—and many that 
have been Diffenters for a great number of years. Such 
_ ignorance and neglect appears to me inexcufable and fhame- 


* The following fa&t is worthy of notice, as it may banifh > 


prefumption, and excite circum{peétive care. 
‘© In the town of Perth, one of the moft central in Scotland, 


 & and lately one of the moft flourifhing, where the Reforma- — 
* tion in that kingdom frft broke out, and which was long 
diftinguifhed fos the very fublimate of religious fanaticifm 


‘‘ and morofity, a very great number of the people, of whom 
‘a great proportion are fedentary and melancholy weavers, 
*¢ are burning their Bibles (as we are moft certainly informea) 


and reading the writings of Thomas Paine. It is not avery 
 & Jong time finee they regarded the ftudy of philofophy as, at — 
6 Jeaft, a very fufpicious trait in the charafter of a man. 
8¢ Their two great books ufed to be the Bible and Jofephus’s 


“ Hiftory of the Jews. The writings of Paine have now 
become their Bible—and their Jofephus, the 


Analytical Review for April, 1798. 


It is common to run from one extréme to another; and to 


this mania the moft ardent characters are moft fubje@, when | 
not page of the ballaft of found reafon and an enlightened | 


mind, It is the ignorant enthufiaft, and the furious bigot, and 


‘not the enlightened Chriftian, who are in moft danger of 
finking into infidelity. May the above circumftance be a 


warning to all that hear of it 


injury. Do any of your readers think it impoffible that they 
~fhould be profelyted to infidelity? They perhaps prefume 
_ too much on their own ftrength. Such a circufhftance may 
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ful. There is caufe to fufpe& that many have no other 


reafons to affign for their being Diflenters, than that their 
parents were fuch béfore them, and they have been. accuf+ 


tomed from their infancy to go to a diflenting place of 


worfhip. Is it matter of furprize that fo many become 


indifferent to the diffenting caufe and intereft, form matri+ 


monial connections with Epifcopalians, and finally become 
conformiits themfelves? By fuch conduct we difgrace ous 
anceftors, who viewed with indignation that ufurped autho- 
‘Tity which the eftablifhed church claims, and thofe additions 
to Chriftianity which fhe prefumes to make. Such acta 


very abfurd part, in imitating the conduct of their anceftors,. 


without regarding the reafons that influenced them, and which 


ftill continue in all their force. ‘They muft view the prine 
ciples of diffent in a much lower light than that in which ~ 


they were beheld by a fenfible churchman,* who freely ace 


knowledged, that the church was “ beholden to Diflenters 
“for the continuance of a great part of their theological 
© principles; and that had there been no Diffenters, the 
_ Church of England bad been long fince ruined, and popery 


“brought in.” A regard to Chrift, to whom we have 
avowed allegiance, and whofe authority is ufurped—to reli- 
- gious liberty, whofe principles are violated—and to the 
rights of confcience, of which it is attempted to deprive us, 
fhould make us fteady and zealous Dillenters; and, that we 
may on all occafions be able to produce reafons for our 


conduct, and may be preferved fteady in our principles, we — 


fhould be induced to ‘ftudy the fubjeét I am now récom- 
mending. I conjure my young friends moft earneftly, for 
their own credit, and for the honour of the body to which 
they belong, to afk themfelves what anfwer they would 
‘return to an enquirer concerning their reafons for departing 


from the eftablifhed mode of worfhip; and to confider how, 
much it muft degrade them in the opinion of all fenfible 


churchmen, if they cannot affign reafons to juftify their 
conduct. They will confider you as acting on no fixed 
rational principles, but from-caprice, or a fpirit of oppofition. 


There are many fubftantial reafons to be affigned; and thefe 


are ftated with fufficient perfpicuity and force in many re- 
fpectable publications. Thefe ought to be diligently itudied. ¢ 


* Dr. Edwards. 

+ See particularly a work entitled, The Diffenting Gentleman's 
— Three Letters, and Poftfcript, by Micatah Towgood ; of which it 
is a difhonour toa Ditlenter to be ignorant. 
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1 cannot: here omit obferving, that the conduct of niiahy 


_ parents, whofe children are foberly inclined, appears to mé 


exceedingly cenfurable for not leading their attention to this 
fubject as they grow up, and labour to ground them in 
diffenting principles. ‘This is a duty they owe to them, to 
truth itfelf, and to religious and civil liberty. But we ay 


_ ceafe to wonder, when fo many ‘parents are grofsly ignorant 


of, or fo fhamefully indifferent to, diffenting principles. 
Parents themfelves cannot wonder that their children are 


eafily perfuaded to conformity in worfhip, when they are 


unacquainted with the reafons for diffent, and when a 


fee fuch a ftudied conformity in other refpe€ts in their pa- 
_ rents, and which too generally prevails among the more 
opulent; as in fafhionable drefs, fathionable tables,* fafhion- 


able equipages,t amufements, &c. fo that they are hardly 
to be diftinguifhed by any thing but their meeting for —_e 


in a diffenting meeting-houfe. 


(To be continued.) 


ON JOHN 15. | 
“6 As Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs, even fe 
“ muft the Son of Man be lifted up; that whofoever 
“believeth in him fhould not perifh, but have eternal hi el" 


A MEDITATION 


} 


BLESSED Jefus ! how clear, how precious is thy gofpel! 
How fuitable to the cafe of a poor ruined finner is the way 


of falvation there taught! By what ftriking images art thou 
--pleafed to fet it before us, by which both the mind is in- 
_ ftru&ted and the heart affe&ted! O that thy word may have 


it’s due effect upon my heart! In order to this, Lord, 


apply it home to my foul by thy bleffed Spirit. Were the 


*% Quere—whether Luke xiv. 12, 1 3, 14. might not be ex- 
panged from the New Teftament, as to any regard it meets 


+ It has been remarked by a fenfible writer in the Monthly © 
Magazine, with how much truth deferves to be confidered, 
that * you never knew the family of a Diffenter, who kept > 
“‘ his carriage, continue Diffenters for three generations.” 
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Lfraclites tung by the fiery flying ferpents? So are finners 


— wounded by fin. Was the wound mortal? So is the 


wound of fin ruinous to the foul. If it be not healed in this 
world, we perifh to all eternity. - Was God under no obli- 
gation to provide a remedy for the Ifraelites? No more 


is he under any obligation to provide for te recovery of — 


-finful, rebellious man. If he do provide for us, it is rich, 
_ free, unmerited grace. Yet God, in his rich, free mercy, 
did provide for the Ifraelites, finful and difobedient 4s they 
were. So has he made provifion for finful, miferable man. 
ohn iii. 14, &c. &c. Was this provifion, in the eye of 
lind, carnal reafon, unlikely to anfwer the defigned end ? 
So is the righteoufnefs of another (to the carnal “mind) for 
the clothing of a naked gu.lty finner. But it neverthelefs 
proved effectual to the Ifraelites. So doth the falvation of 
Chrift to finners. Were the Ifraelites cured by a bare 
looking at the brazen ferpent? So is every finner that looks 
by faith to J.fus Chrift. Lord, teach me to look to this 
Jelu—to direct my congregation to him! and teach the 
poor fouls of my people to look to him, that ney may be 
faved ! 


His blood alone can leant the foul 
_ Of fin’s difeafe, and make it whole, 


A SERMON ON LUKE XXI, I—4. 
[ABRiDGED. 


$6 And he looked up, and faw the rich men ‘cafting their gifts 


“< into the treafury. And he faw alfo a certain poor widow, 
cating in thither two mites. And he faid, of a truth, 
“ce fay unto you, that this poor widow hath caf? in more ‘i 

— © they all. For all thefe have of their abundance, caft in 
*< unto the offerings of God; but fhe of her penury, hath 
$* caft in all the living that fhe had.” 


MOST of my prefent audience undoubtedly know that 
the Jews had three great fgafts, at which Jehovah com- 
manded them to come up to Jerufalem, and there to worfhip 


in his temple. ‘The divine injunétion is thus recorded—_ 


£6 Three. times in a year fhall all thy males appear before 
the 
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«< the Lord thy God, i in, the place which. he thall choofe ; ; ir 
<< the feaft of unleavened bread, and in the feaft of weeks, 


66 and in the feaft of tabernacica ; and they fhall nor appear 


before the Lord empty. Every man fhall give as he is 
** able, according to the blefling of the Lord thy Ati which © 
he hath given thee.” * 

At one of thefe feafts, that of unleavened Seca, otherwife 
called the paffover, our blefied Saviour was fitting over againt 
_ that part of the temple called the treafury, where the chefis 
fiood, into which the priefts put the contributions of the 

ple who came to worfhip.t 

The fervice of God in the temple, of courfe, viitathaiad 
various continual expences; and thefe were defrayed by the 
voluntary contributions of the people, referved in the chefts, | 
for that purpofe.t All the people, both rich and poor, were 
commanded to contribute. tothe difburfement of thefe ex- 
pences. The divine injenetion is, None fhall come before 
me empty.” 

- The great God having thus made it the duty of all the 


“Jews to contribite according to their ability, many, who were 


yich, as the Evangeiift Mark informs us, caft in much.” 
Among the contributors, a poor widow calt in two mites ; 


very {mall fum indeed; but it was all that fhe had ; bed a 


therefore it obtained the high approbation of our blefied 
Redeemer. Our Lord knows the hearts and circumftances | 
of every man, and is the judge of quick and dead. He 
could, with complete accuracy, compare the gift with the 


: ability and difpofition of this poor widow. His judgment 


is, therefore, according to truth. He pronounces that her 


contribution was larger than all the reft. Upon which 


fentence, in this connestion, we make the follow ing obfers 
vations. 


Deut. Compare Exod. xxiii, 1 4176 
+t See an account of one of thefe chefts in 2 Kings Xile 


t The treafury received the voluntary contributions 
‘¢ the worfhippers, who came up to thele feafts; and the 


thrown into it was employed to buy wood for the 
altar, alt, and other neceflaries, not provided for any other» 


| Doddredge in Loc. 


| é 
| 
a 
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§ Exod, xxii. 15. xxxiv.20, Deut. xvi. 16. 
| | 


tribute their part, in proportion to their ability, towards the 
fupport of religion, and the expences of public worfHiip, 

Public worfhip is the great mean of promoting religion in 
the world ; and religion is, of dll things, the moft intérefting 


to ourfelves as individudls, afid to mankind at large, I¢ is 


abfolutely neceffary to our own felicity in life, in death, an 


—* To Know the only true God, ahd Jefus Chriftt whom 
‘he hath fent, is life eternal.” We cannot, therefore, 
contribute to the fupport of any thing equally important. 
"That God ought to be worfhipped, trufted, feared; and loved, 
—that his word ought to be read, preathed and heard,— it 
is hoped, none prefent will call in queftion. But thefe pri- 
vileges cannot be enjoyed without fome expence to ourfelves 
vor others. Nothing is more’ reafonable than that all who 
partake of common advantages, fhould unite in defrayi 


the expences which neceffarily attend the of fuch 


advantages. In the common affairs of life, this feems to 


be univerfally acknowledged. How much more ought it 


be acknowledged, with refpeét to religion, in which the 
immortal fouls of all mankind ate fo deeply interefted! 


Gratitude to our great arid gracious Creator requires that 


all, whether rich or poor, fhould uriite in fupporting and 


‘promoting his intereft in the world. All our bleffings flow 


from his undeferved bounty. But thé ordinances of his 


—houfe, and the privilege of public worfhip, will ever be — 


fiumbered amonigft the moft valuable, fo long as there is any 
degree of true wifdom in our world. Gratitude to God is, 
therefore, incumbent upon all men, for all mercies, but fot 
thefe mercies in particular. Ought not this gratitude to be 
expreffed, at leaft, in the cheerfulriefs' with which all who 


enjoy thefe favours unite in the fupport of them, and in— 
_ defraying the expences which the fupport of them requires 2 


ought. 


Juftice to others likewife deriands it. Whether #e cone 


fider thofe who fupport the expences of divine worfhip, of 


thofe who go through any particular labours and exertions if 


it, or for any purpofes connected with it, common equity 


tequires that all who partake of the fame advantages fiould 


bear their part of whatever is neceffary for the enjoymeétit of 
them. There is not, in the nature of things, any obligation 
upon one perfon more than another, to fupport divine wore 
thip, according to our refpeCtive abilities. It is a eommon 


-t. Itis the duty of all, whéther rich or poor, to con- 


for ever ; and to that “¢ righteouffiefs which exaltéth a nation.” 
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rivilege, which extends to me, and to every other man. | 
, then, I enjoy the advantages of it, and leave the necef- 
fary expences of it to be defrayed wholly by othefs, Lam cer-_ 

| tainly a€ting an unrighteous part, and ttand juftly chargeable 
with injuftice to man, as well as ingratitude towards my 
great Creator, and glorious Redeemer. If public worfhip 

be conducted to general advantage, and other fervices at- 

‘tended to, as neceffarily connected with the fupport of reli- 

gion in the world, there mut be fome perfons employed in 


ee thefe fervicés. So far as we can learn from the hiftory of 
_.-Ymankind, there always have been fuch perfons. At leaft, 
ages ‘throughout the Mofaic and the Chriftian economy this has 
if unqueftionably been the cafe. Thefe fervices in fome places 
oe are various, as well as laborious; and if abfolute neceflity 
oe do not require them, yet prudence and decency feem to 
diftate the propriety of them. Some of thefe fervices 
aa ploy much time, and require confiderable ability and exer- 
Te tion. Common equity forbids that they whofe bett interefts 
| are ferved at fo great an expence of time, ftrength, and capa- 
Fi city, fhould neglect to recompenfe thofe who ferve them.— 


| «« The labourer is worthy of his hire,” is a maxim, not 
q , only written in the holy fcripture ; but in the common fenfe 
--and common feelings of all mankind. The reafoning of 
the apoftle on this head (1 Cor. ix. 1—16.-which is recom- 
mended to the porufal of every honeit man) muft approve 
 Stfelf to every underftanding, and toevery confcience, 
pi ae _ On mentioning the apoftle’s reafoning, we are called to 
f ee obferve yet further, that the fcriptures abundantly enjoin the 
. duty which we are now endeavouring to enforce. Under the - 
Yaw, as we have feen above, it was the pleafure of Jehovah that 
Ae *¢ none fhould come before him empty ; that every man {hould 
<t give as he is able, according to the bleffing which God 
“ had given him,” in profpering his labours, and preferving _ 
|. or increafing his poffeffions. All, both rich and poor, there- 
|. fore, brought their voluntary contributions to the treafury. 
Our Saviour. firongly expreffes his approbation of the poor 
widow’s contribution, which was only two mites; as ftronglys 
at leaft, as that of the rich, who, ** of their abundance, 
* caft in much.” To * honour the Lord with our fub- 
ftance,” is as a pofitive duty, and evidently 
@njoined upon all, without exception.* When the apoftle 
reafons upon the fubjeét, in the paffage referred to above, he 


* Prov, ili. 
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gives not the flighteft i intimation that the poor, any more than 
the rich, ought to be excepted. Nor is there, I believe, 
one fingle. paffage in all the fcriptures, by which the poor 
_ can be vindicated in the negle& of this obviousduty. 
_muft, however, be granted, and it ought to be atten. 
tively obferved, that the poor ought, on no occafion, to be 
oppreffed :_——T hat the contributions of the poor ought to be 
voluntary. They mutt judge for themfelves, as in the fight 
of God, how much they are able to contribute.—That the 
rich are bound by every facred obligation, to contribute 
according: to their ability, as well as the poor; and when 
this is confcientioufly done by all, there will feldom be any 
burdens which will not be eafily borne, in fupporting divine 
worfhip to the greateft advantage. At lealt we all ought 
gratefully to remember that our God is too merciful to re- 
quire any of his creatures, in this or any other work of love 
and duty, to go beyond the ability which he has giventhem. __ | 
We are divinely affured, that ‘* if there be firit a willing | 
<< mind, it is accepted, ‘according to that a man hath, and | 
© not according to that he hath not;” and that God NE oe | 
_ €© able to make all grace abound towards us, that we, ale 
ways, having all in all things, may abound 
every good work.” * a 
The. other obfervations fuggefted by our text, can be little a 
more than mentioned. 
II. No gift, or contribution, for the fupport of Ecligion, 
how fmall fvever, if according to our ability, is defpifed by 
Jefus Chrift ; nor ought it to be defpifed by any of his fer- 
vants. No ‘contribution could well be more {mall or infig- : 
nificant than the two mites of this poor widow; yet Jefus | 
— Gid not defpife, but applaud it, Poor people naturally fay, | 
 & they can give nothing that is worth giving, and therefore a 
they might as well give nothing at ali." But this reafon- 
ing is dire@ly again{t the feriptures, and the. mind of fefus 
Chrift ; -as the pafiage before us, and many others, abundantly 
fhew. if the poor widow here mentioned had reafoned in 
this manner, fhe had never been honoured with the plaudit 
of our gracious Redeemer. 
Nor ought others to defpife the contributions of the poor, 
though ever fo fmall. Jefus beholds them with pleafure and 
commendation ; and, therefore, fo fhould we. The {mall 
the poar are frequently, in the efti- 


| * 9 Vill. 12, ix, 
3 2 | mation, 
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mation, far above thofe of the rich; becaufe they are much — 
- more proportioned to their ability. Tchey ought not, there; 

fore, to be defpifed; but received with proper acknowledge- 

ments, by thofe whofe office calls them to receive cpauiby. 
tions for facred purpofes. This we are clearly taught by 
our Saviour’s words in the paflage under our confideration. 
-- II. None, whether rich or poor, will ever be injured 
- by giving cheerfully, according to their ability, for the fup- _ 
port of religion. ‘Tche great God has annexed fuch promifes — 
to his commands on this head, that we cannot reafonabl 
admit a difcouraging thought. Attend to the following pate 
fazes. ‘“ Honour the Lord with thy fub{tance, and with the 
 firft fruits of all thine increafe. So fhall thy barns be filled 
with plenty, and thy prefles fhall burft out with new wine.” * 
—* Bring ye all the tithes into the ftore-houfe, that there 
# may be meat in mine houfe; and prove me now herewith, 
« faith the Lord of Hofts, if I will not open you the win- 
¢ dows of heaven, and pour you out a bleffing that there 
«¢ fhall not be room enough to receive it. And | will rebuke 
the deyourer for your fakes, and. he fhall fiat deftroy the 
« fruits of your ground; nejther fhall your vine caft her fruit 
“ before the time in the field, faith the Lord of hofts.” + 
We have no time for comment, nor does it appear neceflary. 
He that will receiy€ it, let him receive it.’ On this 
fubject, as on many others, each of you may jultly fay ta 
himfelf, or to his brother, “ According to thy faith, be i¢ 
“unto thee.” The blefled God appears to have a great 
yegard to this part of our conduct, both in beftowing the 
comforts of the prefen: life, and the rewards of the next. 
«“ The Jiberal fou! fhail be made fat; and he that watereth 
fhall be watered alfo himfelf.”? The liberal devifeth 
« liberal things, and by liberal things thal] he ftand.” §— 
© Let him that is taught in the word communicate, in all 
«< good things, unto him that teacheth. Be not deceived; 
<< God is not mocked: for whatfoever a man foweth, that 
«“ fhall he alfo reap.—And let us not be weary in well- 
“doing: for in due feafon we fha]l reap, if we faint 

IV. On the other hand, thofe who neglect to affift in 
contributions for thefe facred purpofes, have reafon to expec 
the frowns of Divine Pyavidence on their labours and poffef> 


* Prov.iii.g,10Q, + Mal. iii, 10, Lie 
Prov., xi. 25. Maiah xxxii, 8. 
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fions. So we are taught by. the prophet-—‘t Thus faith 
the Lord of hofts, Confider your ways. ‘Go up to the 
s* mountain, and bring wood, and build the houfe; andi — 
“< will take pleafure in it, and I will be glorified, faith the — 
€ Lord. Ye looked for much, and lo, it came to little; and — 
§© when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it: Why? 
faith the Lord of hofts. Becaufe of mine houfe that is 
‘© wafte, and ye run every man unto his own houfe, There- 
$° fore the heaven over you is ftayed from dew, and the 
* earth is ftayed from her fruit. And I called for a drought 
** upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, 
“and upon the wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which 
the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon Cattle, 
and upon all the labours of the field.” 
Toconclude. Let thofe who defpife religion and divine 
-worfhip be confidered as the objects of your pity. Unhappy 
men! “ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
*do.”” Forget not, brethren, their miferable condition at 
the throne of grace. Are any of thefe now prefent? Let 
me addrefs you in the language of the tendereft compaffion. 
Confider what you defpife. You defpife that which would 
be your comfort in life, your fupport in death, and that which 
alone would make you happy through never-ending ages. 
You defpife a good God, the beft of beings, who “ is not 
* willing that any fhould perifh ;” who waits to make you 
happy; who yet continues his long-fuffering to you, and 
# gives you fpace to repent, though you repent not.” [ 
_ remind you, therefore, that mercy is ftill exhibited; and the 
God of mercy, who has given his Son to die for you, ftill 
invites you to turn to him, that he may pardon and fave you. 
Hear his gracious words, that your fouls may live. * Seck 
“ ve the tard while he may be found; call ye upon him, 
*‘ while he is near. Let the wicked forfake his way, and 
** the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him turn to the 
“¢ Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
_ for he will abundantly pardon.” + On the other hand,, 
let me befeech you to remember, that “ he who being often 
‘ reproved, hardeneth his neck, fhall fuddenly be deftroyed, 
“ and that without remedy.’’¢ O take warning now, that. 
you may not have to curfe yourfelves for your folly to all 
eternity. 


+ Ifaiah lv. 6, 7. 
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- Many of you, however, have, I truft, through grace, be- 
Keved; and “ having known and believed the love that God 
“ hath to you, love him, becaufe he hath firft loved you.” | 

_—“« J befeech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
<‘ ve prefent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, and accept- 

“able unto God, which is your reafonable fervice.’”” Par- 

ticularly, labour to make his falvation known to others, and 
to promote his intereft among men. Let the rich and the 
poor endeavour to exert themfelves, 1n the duty we have 
been recommending, and in every other; to “ fhew forth 
“ the praifes of him who hath called you out of darknefs 
« into his marvellous light.’’ I have authority to aflure you, 
from this ineftimable book of God, that “ your labour fhall 
“ not be in vain in the Lord.” | 


. 
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ANECDOTES. 


To the Editor of the reneral Baptif? Magazine, 
IF the following extra&t would be thought acceptable to 
‘ __- your readers, it is at your fervice, and the inferting of it 
will oblige | 
JOKN EARL OF ROCHESTER’S DYING RECANT- 
ATION, 


WW HEN John Earl of Rochefter came to fee and con. 
fider his prodigious guilt and danger, what invedctives did he 
ufe againft himfelf, ns himfelf an ungrateful dog, and 
the vileft wretch that the fun fhone upon; wifhing he had 
been a crawling leper in a ditch, a link boy, or a beggar, or 

. had lived ina Senses, rather than offended God as he had — 
done! He fent awful meffages to his copartners in fin, and 

advifed a gentleman of charaéter, that came to vifit him, in. 
thefe remember that you contemn God no- 
“more. . He is an avenging God, and will yifit you for 

| “your fins; and will, I hope, in mercy, touch your con- © 
ig “ tcience as he hath done mine. You and I have been 
friends 
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* friends and finners together a great while, therefore I am 
“ the more free with you. We have been all miftaken in 
“ our conceits and opinions; our perfuafions have been falfe 


“ and groundlefs; therefore God grant you repentance.’ 


And feeing the fame aT er the next day, he faid— 
“ Perhaps you were difobliged by my plainnefs yefterday: 
{fpake the words of truth and fobernefs:” and, ftriking 


his hand on his breaft, added, “ I hope God will touch your 


He condemned that foolifh and abfurd philofophy which 
the world fo much admired, propagated by the late Thomas 
Hobbs, which, he faid, had undone him, and many more of 
the beft parts in the nation. 
He commanded that his profane writisigs and obfcene 
pictures fhould be burnt. He wifhed his fon might never 
be a wit; which is, as he explained it, one of thofe wretched 


‘creatures who pride themfelves in abufing God and religion, 


He protefted he would not commit any known fin to gain a 
_ kingdom. And, for the admonition of others, he fubfcribed 
the following recantation, and ordered it to be publifhed, 
{viz.) 


_ into fin by my example and encouragement, I leave to the 
world this my laft declaration, which I deliver in the prefénce 
of the great God, who knows the fecrets of all hearts, jand 
before whom I am now appearing to be judged, that from 
the bottom of my foul I deteft and abhor the whole courfe 
of my former wicked life; that I think I can never fuffi- 
ciently admire the goodnefs of God, who has given mea 
tcue fenfe of my pernicious opinions and vile practices, by 


which I have hitherto lived without hope, and without God q 


in the world; have been an open enemy to aos Chrift, 

doing the utmoft defpite to the Holy Spirit of grace; and 
that the greateft —- of my charity to fuch, is, to 
warn them, in the name of God, as they regard the welfare 
of their immortal fouls, no more to deny his being or his 
providence, or defpife his goodnefs ; no more to make a mock 
. of fin, or contemn the pure and excellent religion of my 
ever blefled Redeeiner, through whofe merits alone, I, one 
of the greateft of finners, do yet hope for mercy and for 

-givenels. Amen. 
Declared and figned 1 Ann Rochefter 

in prefence of Robert Parfons. 


Fune 9, 1668. ROCHESTER.” 


ANECDOTES. 


“For the benefit of all thofe whom I may have drawtt ai 
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‘mourner, who found it contained a remedy fuperior to any 


AMECDOTES. 


ANECDOTE OF DR. GOLDSMITH; 

A POOR woman, who had feen better days, underftand- 
ing from fome of her acquaintance that Dr. Goldfmith had 
fiudied phyfic, and hearing of his great humanity, folicited 


him in a fetter to fend fomething for her hufband, who had 


loft his appetite, and was reduced to a moft melancholy ftate. 
good-natured poet waited on her inftantly, and, after 
fome difcourfe with his patient, found him finking fat into 
that wortt of ‘ficknefs, poverty. The door told them they 
fhould hear from him in an hour, when he fhould fend fome 
pills which he belicved would prove efficacious. He im-_ 

ediately went home and put ten guineas into a chip box, 
With the. following label :-—“* Thefe muft be ufed as your 
** neceffities require: be patient, and of good heart.” He 
then fent a fervant with this prefcription to the comfortlefs 


Galen, or his of Pupils, could adminifer hig 
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CHARACTER “AND DEATH OF MR. 


PAINE. 


An Exteal a Letter to the Editor, fdr the Rin. Mire 


Kent. 


WwW: loft a | of the Brother 


. Paine, which has been a trial to me, as I think we have 


not his 


equal left. On Saturday, May 5, an apoplediic fit 


Reatly deprived. him of the ufe of his right fide, and fpeech ; 


yet the next morning he went upto the meeting, at nine 


o'clock, as was his conftant cuftom, to meet the Benevolent 


Society for relieving fick and diftreffed perfons, which was 
inftituted foon after | came to Chatham. It was with diffi- 


culty his houfe agnin, from which he no.more 


| went 
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went out: in afew days his fpeech in fome degree was 
reftored, and his language was truly encouraging. Upon 
the following Lord’s-day, I mentioned Rom. xiv. 17. upon 
_ which I had fpoken that evening: he inftantly faid, ¢ I know 
‘it, I know it; I feel it, I have it within me! Lord, take 
¢ me to thyfelf, that I may enjoy it completely! Don’t pray 
‘for my life; yet the Lord’s will be done.’ At another 
time, he faid, *‘ Thofe precious words are comfortable to my 
foul—‘< I will never leave thee, nor forfake thee.”” Upon 
mentioning Pfalm lxxiii. 26. he replied, ‘ Blefled be God, 

‘though my fiefh faileth, my heart doth not: he is the 

ftrength of my heart, aiid my everlafting portion.” He 
tlieti railed Himfelf up, to the aftonifhment of all prefents 

afid fang, ! 


Praife God, from whom all bleffings flow,” &c. 


He fpoke, at other times, of the precioufnefs of Jefus, and 
the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, while the tears ran down 
his dying cheeks. wel | | 
- About fix weeks after the fitft fit; a fecotid wholly de- — 
prived him of fpeech; yet often, when I vifited him, he — 
would raife his trembling hand, and make figns for me ta 
pray with him. ‘This he repeated juft before his departure ; 


and while I was engaged in prayer, his eyes and left hand 


_ (having no ufe of the other) were raifed upward, fo that his 
foul, 1 truit, was engaged with God. He then f{queezed 
my hand, and foon after expired. ‘Thus died our beloved | 

_ deacon, brother James Paine, aged eighty, July 28, 1798, _ 

I truft full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft. | 

.His econdu@, as a church member, was worthy of imita+ 

tion. During the time I have laboured among them, which 

is more than five years, I never knew him to be abfent, — 
either on the Lord’s-day three times, weekly leGtures,' 

-church-meetings, or prayef-meetings, except prevented by 

illnefs, or fotne extraordinary circumftance. He conftantly 

attended the Benevolent Society, and vifited the fick, fo 
that it appeared his very foul was engaged in the work of 

God. Frequently have I feen him weep, when fpedking of - 

the Lord’s gracious dealings with him; alfo when engaged . 

in prayer, he ufually wept, while he lamented before the 

Lord, the ftate of an only, but undutiful fon 3 of the ungodly 

world in general, and backfliders in particular. It mays 

I think, be faid of him, ** he went forth weeping, bearing — 


S* precious feed.” 
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his funeral fermon, Au §, to a very 
‘pumetous affembly, from Pfal. exxvi. 6. The Lord grant 
we may be found followers of them, who through faith. 
and patience now inherit the promifes. | 

Dear Brother; if you think any part of the foreg egoing 
account of our dear deceafed friend may be ufeful to the 
readers of the General Baptift Magazine, you are at full | 
Viberty to make what ufe you pleafe thereof: and may the 
- God of all grace profper that, and my other pert of yout 
work and labour of love. 


With Chriftian love to you, your ‘deat family, and 
friends, I remain your affeétionate brother and feeble 
 fellow-labourer in the of our Lord Jefus 


JOSEPH HOBBS. 


4 
| | 


To the Bai tor of the General Bupt i Magazine. 


Sar, 


It HAD always entertained an opinion, the 
about the Cape of Good Hope had no conceptions of a 
Deity, but were profeffedly, as well as praétically, Atheifts. 
Moit of our geographers ote travellers have, as faras I 
have been able to learn, uniformly reprefented them as fuch; _ 
and, if I recolle&t right, Mr. Addifon, in the Speétator, 
propofes fhooting our Englith: Atheifts, from.a well charged 
cannon, towards Africa, to join. their polite brethren on the 
-coafts of Caffraria, As] always thought the argument 
drawn from the wniverfal confent of all mations, however 
uncultivated, was of confiderable weight in proving the ex- 
iftence of a Deity, I never recollected this folitary exception | 
without fome degree .of uneafinefs. I was therefore not a 
little pleafed lately, at mecting with an account of the Hot- 
| tentots, far different from the commonly received one. This 
account is in -Kolbew’s Prefent State of the Gape of Good Hope. 
‘The author, in 170g, under the patronage, and at the ex- 
pence, of a Pruffian npblesnan, | went to the ‘cape-to 
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sivainiiiad obfervations, and refided there till 1713. He 


took great pains to affure himfelf of the truth of what he 
relates, by making frequent incurfions into the interior parts 


CORRESPOEDENCE. 


of the country, and converfing repeatedly with fuch of the 


inhabitants * had had the leatt intercourfe with the Euro- 
ans. 

This writer fays, fully fatisfied, from a 
a“ * enquiries which I made among the Hottentots, and from 
‘sa thoufand declarations which they made to myfelf, that 
‘<< the Hottentots believe a Supreme Being, the Maker of 
«heaven and earth, and of every thing in them; and that 
‘< he is endowed with unfearchable attributes and perfec- 
tions. —They call hina Geunja Gounja, or Gounja Ticquoa, 
¢< that is, the God of Gods; and fay that he lives far above 
<“¢ the moon. They pay him no worthip of any kind, and 
“+ affign the following remarkable reafon why they do not.—« 
s ‘Our: firft parents,’ fay the Hottentots, ‘ fo gricvoufly finned 
‘ and offended againft the fupreme God, that he curfed them 


‘and all their pofterity with hardnefs of heart, fo that they — 
¢ know little of him, and have lefs inclination to ferve 


him.” 
Such a ftriking tradition of the fall of man, preferved 


amongtt a people’ fo barbarous, appears to me to merit~ 


attention. It might perhaps not improperly fill up a vacant 
corner of your | Magazine. Some of your intelligent readers 
may poffibly be able to furnifh you with juft reafons to 
‘confirm or invalidate Kolben’ Ss account ; and as the fuccefs 
of our arms has made us mafiers of the cape, fome of 


them may probably be in poffeffion of private information, 


| that may throw new light on the fubjedt. 


Tam, Sir, 
Your's 
Aug. 31, 1798. "PHILANDER. 
the Editor of the General Bapt Magazine. 


STR, 
I HAVE long withed to bblieve Pont not with a defire to 


take liberty in fin) that if a foul be once really converted to 
ult inevitably be faved at laft, whatever may hap- — 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


pen between it’s converfion and it’s finarssion from the 
body ; and I fhould be very glad if fome one of your cor- 
sefpondents, who believes that doétrine, will prove it true by 
the divine word. Phil. i. 6. is ufually brought to prove that 
do@trine true, where the apoftle expreffes his confidence that | 
he who had begun a good work in the Philippian Chriftians — 
would perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift: but before 
this be admitted as proof, I expe@ your correfpondent will 
admit, or give a reafon why he will not admit, that 1 Cor. 


‘X. 13. proves, that no Chriftian can be in any poffible cafe 
' overcome by temptation, as the faithfulnefs of God ftands 
engaged to prevent it: the words are—‘‘ God is faithful, 


$* who will not fuffer you to be tempted above that ye are 


$¢ able; but will, with the temptation, alfo make a away to 


$¢ efcape, that ye may be ableto bear it.” 
That both places are divine truths, I have no doubt ; but 
muft we not, in both cafes, admit, that the ufe of appointed 
means is fuppofed? and that, if thofe means are negleCed, 
that which God himfelf ** ordained unto life,” we {hall find 
(3s Paul did, Rom. Vii. 10.) ‘* to be one death.” 


| 


An humble Enquire after Truth, 


To the Editor if the Bapti Magazine 


AS I was one day iealie the firft Epitle of Peter, the 


_ following paffage arrefted my attention: Chap. iii. 19, 20. 
** By which alfo he went and preached unto the fpirits in 
66 prifon, which fome time were difobedient, when once the - 
«« long-fuffering of God waited in the days of Noah.”— 
Are we to iderftssia that Chri:t himfelf went and preached 
unio the fpirits in prifon? — tf we are, what prifon does the 


apoltle mean? 
Tf you, or any of your borrefpandents, would give their 


ppinion on the above, it would be gratefully received by 


ik A young enquirer afte truth, 
11,1798, 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


4 


To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
srk; | 


- A SUBSCRIBER, and one that prefumes on your can- 

dour to be an occafional enquirer, requefts that fome of your 

friends, by the aid of your valuable Mifcellany, would favour 
him with an explanation refpecting God finifhing his work, 
- fo that 7 may underftand Gen. ii. 2. and Exod. xx. 11. 


To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


SIR, | 

_ AS fire is fo repugnant to the defign of the Ge- 
neral Baptift Magazine, and as S. B. has conceded fo much, » 
and expjained fo fully, and done both with fo much can- 
dour and politenefs, I fhall not trouble you any farther on 
the fubje&t in difpute, notwithftanding I think his obferva- 

_ . tions are far from a juftification of his affertions, or refuta- 
sion of my objections. 


| 


To the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 
IN No. III. of your valuable Mifcellany B.S. requefts 
the opinion of fome of your correfpendents on the meaning 
of 1 Pet. iii. 21. “ The like figure whereunto even baptifm 
*‘ doth alfo now fave us.”’ I have wifhed to fee an anfwer 
to this query; but, having not been gratified, I fubmit the 
following brief hints to your judgment, and to the confider- 
ation of your readers. 
The apoftle calls baptifm the like figure, referring to the 
ark jn which Noah and his family were preferved, or to the 
prefervation with which they were favoured in it. The 
Greek is avlilurovy the gntitype, or correfponding typical 
reprefentation. By which he feems to intend that as the . 
‘falvation which the family of Noah enjoyed in the ark was 
then, fo the ordinance of baptifm is now, a typical repre- 
| fentation 
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386 {GORRESPONDENCE. 


if fentation of the falvation that believers nies by the Lord "i 
| Jefus Chrift. “So the ancient Chriftians,” fays Parkhurft, 
| after Suicer, on the word,  ufed to call the bread and wine 
in the communion the sialaaie of Chrift’s body and blood, as 
the Greek church is ftill faid todo.” Chriit is the only Sa- 
_yiour. “ There is not falvation in any other.” He has, in 
his infinite wifdom, appointed that memorials fhould be lon 
ferved in his church, of the way in which this glorious work, 
| the falvation of finful men, was effected. | ba us, while the 
. Lord’s fupper is a memorial of his fufferings and death, the or- 
dinanceé of baptifin isa memorial of his burial and refurreétion. 
_ Peter therefore adds, “ baptifin doth now fave us, by the re- 
 furreétion of Jefus Chrift.”” Compare Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. Col. 

ii. 12. How clearly the words, Bios confidered; prove, that 
_baptifm.is immerfion, 1 leave to the determination of at. 


: the Editor of the General Bapt Mogazine 


is, I think, evident, and without that 
ople who have received the knowledge of the truth, 
tafted of the grace of God, enjoyed the forgivenefs of fins, 
; and rejoiced in Chrift Jefus, have turned back to the beg- 
garly elements of this world, and have committed iniquity 
with both hands greedily , yet, through cea have been | 
brought again to enjoy the favour of God, and the joys 
of heaven. Yet the apoftle Paul, in his Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, x. 26,27. writes as- follows: ‘ a if we fin 
«« wilfully, after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for fin; but. 
«¢ a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indig- 
nation, which fhall devour the adverfaries.’’ 
Now if any of your learned correfpondents will give the 
apoftle’ s true meaning in the above text, it will greatly oblige — 
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SELECT PUBLICATIONS, 


‘The moft Wi ful Way of Phodehingly A Letter to a Friend. 
Written in German by the late reverend and celebrated Dr. 
Auguftus Hermannus ” French, ProfefJor of Divinity in the 
Univer ity of Hall, in Saxony. Tranflated into Latin by 
order of his fon, and out of Latin into Englifh, by David — 
Fennings. Towhich is prefixed, An Hiftorical Account of 
the almoft miraculous Wark of Profeffor Franck’s butiding 
and eftablifbing the Orphan Houfe at Glaucha, in the Suburbs 


of Hall. A new edition. 36 pages. Price Six-pence. — 


tract, on account of the of it’s 
author, the importance of it’s defign, and the judgment with 
which a t deiign is executed, deferves to be more extentively 
_ known, and to be frequently read, efpecially dy ¥ yous mi- 

nifters of all denominations. — Happy would it for the 
Chriftian world, if the advices and contained in it 
were attentively in all our facred 


tions. 


it was firt printed with Mr. Jennings’s two: 


_ difcourfes on preaching Chrift, and experimental preaching’: 
_ and the pious Dr. Watts recommended it-in the wee 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


That excellent letter concerning the beft method of preach» 
ing, which ftands annexed to this new edition of Mr. Jennings’s. 
_difcourfes, was written in the German tongue by that veneram 
ble and apoftolick man Herman Auguftus Franck, late pros 
-feffor of divinity at Hall in Saxony, and was comleniniiaii 
me laft winter by his worthy fon Gotthilf Auguftus Franck, 
_ who happily fills and adorns the fame poft in that univerfi 

and feems to be poffeffed of the fame (oirie of faith.and loves 


It is now turned i take Englifh by my valuable friend Dr, David 

Jennings, the furviving brother of the author, who perfectly 

agreed with me in this ‘fentiment, that it fhould be made pub- 

lic in our own language, and printed together with thefe two 
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difcourfes, as being eminently fuited to promote the fame des 
fion of an experimental and evangelical way of preaching. — 
And I perfuade myfelf that every reader who could relifh and 
approve of what Mr. John Rohiaes has written on this 
fubject, will be very well pleafed and entertained with the 
ufal of this {mall-eflay of that great man, Profeflor 
ranck, on the fame argument ; and may both be attended _ 


with divine fuccefs! 
WATTS: 


~ 


_ Newington, Aug. 28, 1736. | 
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OBITUARY. 


| | 
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Asour the beginning of the prefent month, died the 
- Rev. Daniel Turner, A.M. minifter of the Baptift congre- 
gation at Abingdon, Berks, in the eighty-ninth year of his 
age. Hehas difcharged the duties of his facred office, with 
reputation, and with advantage to many, for a long courfe 
of years. He continued to preach, till a few weeks before 
his death. We are informed by a neighbouring minifter, 
that, in fome of the laft years of his life, his difeourfes were 
remarkably fpiritual and experimental. His character as a 

minifter. was confiderable. We cannot gratify our readers 

with the particulars of his death; but we have no doubt 
that he finifhed along, laborious, and ufeful life in peace ss 
and tranquillity. ae 
ON the 24th of the prefent month, September, were a 
interred, in the Jews’ burying-ground, in Mile End Road, 
the remains of Jacob Barrow, Efg. of Devonfhire-fquare, 
_ merchant. He was much efteemed among his own people, 
the Jews; and is faid to have given away 2000]. a year, or 
- ‘More, to charitable purpofes. We are informed, that he 
made no diftinction in his benevolence between Jew and 
Gentile; but generoufly contributed to the neceffities of alf 
who applied to him for relief. He is faid to have left 10]. 
_@ week, to be diftributed among the poor for te, 
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% young + Woman, . on 
— Death of -her Father, who 
died in hundredth Year of 
his Age, after many Years of 


total B and 


Weakie}s. 


SACRED POETRY: 


« 
— 


in the tears afedtion 


Upon a father’s clay; 
ernie a frier ndly Mufe to wipe 
The falling drops away. 
"tis true, muft anguifli feel, 
When fach relations part: 


The focial ba ds, 
Lie near a daughter’s htart. | 


‘But long ‘you aged fire had 
', To quit this mortal ftage ; 
Long had his tott’ring body bow’d | 
Beneath Bi weight of age. 
wither’d limbs; hié fightlefs eyés; 
He could no more employ; 
And tedious pains had long confpir’d 
To banith joy. 


This mould’ring piece of clay, : 
And humbly hope your father lives | 
realms of endlefs day. | 


And when the laft great trump fhall | 
| found, 
His fleeping duft fhall hear— 

Shall leave it’s frailties under ground, 
 Andall appear. 


Releas’d by death from ev’ry paifly 
Frorh ev'ry forrow free, 

His vig’tous pow’rs fhall ne er decay, 
hroughout eternity. 


_ And oh! you and I, my friend, 
With fear and trembling try 

infure a feat among the bleft-m 
Fer yox and Z mutt die. 


With patience then, my friend, refi ign 


which death has broke, 


Death filerit walks, with hatty ftrides) 

_ And aims his fatal dart ; | 

And oft that king of terrors ftrikes 
The young and vig’rous 


Are we prepar’d | to meet his ftroke; 
To ftand before our God ? 

Are our polluted fouls renew’d 

By a Redeéertiér’s blood ? 


| 
If fo, let God cut fhort our days 
Or lengthen out our breath, \ 
We then can do his will in life, 
Or praife his name in death. 


SACRO BOSCQ: 


LINES on Mr. WARD. 
SION, once more, appears in blacle 
attire : {ful lyre, 
‘Once more I’m call’d to tune the mourn- | 
Juft quit my weeds fince late I Truman 
fung, [huag. 
And fee, her gates are all with cyprefg 
Not many months their rapid courfes. 
{ped, 
And Ward is number'd with 
the dead. | 
“Ye fons of woe, prepare your notes ta 
Wake the fad Mufe, and ftrike the 
plaintive ftring : 
Thou youthful bard, thy choiceft talent’ 
lend; [ friend. 
And tell the world has lofha 
Come, fee the {pot, where grow the 
choiceft flow’rs ; 
>T was here he {pent his recreative houres 
Here view’'d thofe charms which nature’s 
pencil drew, 


Dratil all it’s fweets, and fipp’d che 


-frefh’nitig 
Natives of Eden bleft the happy leads 
Planted nurtus’d by his foft’ridg 
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‘Here blows ranunculus, beauteous to’ 


With bluthing dies ftrip'd thro’ the 


 Ghelter’d amid the lovely plot, is feen 
"Phe fair auriculas, in powder’d green. 
I've beheld their charms with 


| “The flow'rs 


To aie the Chriftian, to d 


at His hopes of heav’n, but in a Saviour’s 
about with truth, he 


| oin in the everlafting fong! Amen. | 
Infpir’d his heart, arid rais’ d bis J 


above 


pre 
his Lord, and found the 


behold, {gold : 


And grander tulip,ftreak"d with burnith'd 
Carnation, queen of flow'rs, ttands {mil- 


ing round, 


_fnowy gfound: 


wond'ring eye, 


| But, pow, alas! each beauty bids me 
h. 


Ward is no more! His eyes are clos'd 
in fleep : 
ig down their lovely 
heads to weep. 
Yet here his views -and hopes were not 
confin’d: 
Religion occupied and warm’d his ibd. 
Who fhall attempt, who execute the 
lan, [ man ? 


En Jefus’ glorious cuufe he bravely ftood, } 
Oppos'd bis foes, and vanguith'd by his 
blood. 


| Sweet ornaments of grace enrich'd his 


mind, 
A brother faithfal, and a neighbour 
Did tumults rife, inteftine broils in- 
“[peace. 
Yn Ward was found the bleffed man of 
fa him we faw the generous pailion 
glow, woe. 


“"To-fhare the joy, and weep ‘for others® 
Nor fenfible to pride, nor fond of fame, 
“Nor flander durft attack his fpotle(s 


name. 
Mecknefs and love adorn’d his atone 
foul, whole 


fweet fhone thro’ the 


OF all his works; yet here he did not 
piace grace. 


ft, 


Th’ unfathom’d riches of Emanuel’s lov 


‘Terreltrial things ; while heav'nly 

+ “divine * +: fhine. 
Made his whole lite and ‘converfation 
“To he ‘preft to meet his 


[ word. 
Artentiye and’ treafur’d up his 


“Fix'd on this rotk, he fmii’d; nor 
‘the foe, 
fwelling floods and fatan raged 
3 | 


epict the 


| 


SACRED POETRY. 


| 
| 
| ‘ 


by and vipen’d for the 
Y» die, 
His troubles end: come, fee a Chik 


Beneath the ftroke his pliant fpirit bends, 
Only diftreffed for kis weeping friends. 
bore his pains, as fent from 


Ador'd the and kifs’d the chaft- 


"ning rod. 
| Months he in patience 


ceale, [ peace. 
And the dear man now fleeps in perfeQ 


| clay, 

Wakes in the blaze of everlafting day. 

He fpurns the ground, he {corns th 
morgal chains, 

Soars thro’ the fey, and mounts the 
heav'nly plains. 

To meet their gueft th’ ethereal people 

run, 


| well done !” 
Raifes the new come. faint t0 high re. 
nown,  fcrown. 


Gives ropes of light, and an immorta 
Now his enraptus'd foul, ‘erwhelm’ 
with God, 


Joins the glad cheir, and lls it’s joys 
abroad. 


lays, | { praife. 
And vies with heavinly e¢ffences in 
Now walks among the ftars, counts 
| heav’n’s high tow’rs, 
Explores the fields, and 
with'ring flow’rs. 
There he enjoys his Saviour.as he is, 
High in falvation and the climes of blife. 
O may I live to reach the happy place, 


|| To meet my friends, and ice my Sa- 


viour’s face ; 
To tune thofe harps which angels uf 
and then 


The Watch to it’s Mafer 


_ 


DON'T blame me, Sir, for going i | 
Till you the law of God fulfil. 
I go as fteady asI can; 


His pains are now forgot, his forrows — 


And Jefus 'fweetly cries, ‘ My friend, 


Now to the Saviour's name | he lifts the | 


| Then with fe ferenity he breath'd his lat. 
| 
| 


The fpirit now releas’d from cumb*rous 


plucks ‘Une 
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othe Edit of ike G. B. M, | 


THE following lines are copied from 
an old Magazine, were written by a 
glergyman who had the care of feven 
-chutches, the neareft of which was | 
five miles diftant from his abode ; 
being part of his refleétions on riding | 
back from duty i ina night which was — 
‘very dark and rainy, Sept. 16, 1750. 
—If the infertion of them will not 
revent a corner of your Mifcellany 
| Sine filled | with fomething more 
valuable, their appearance in due 


cour wild 9 ige 
is Your's, 


A MEDITATION 
Ppon returning Hame after | 
reaching. 


TO- my tongue, the of 
y frame, 
(Far fuch high dignity) 
$ield office of “Chrift’s advocate with man. 
mortal foul: 


Than Ophir’s gr Peru's exhauftlefs 
mines 


Are trufted to my care. ——Immenfeft | 
truft ! 


What if fome wretched foul (tremen- | 
dous thought!) 
One favour’d 
found, 
Jow loft, for ever loft, thro” mv neglect, 
n dire, infernal glooms (more tenfold | 
‘Than what furround me now) with 
flaming tongue, 
‘Be heaping execratiuns on my head, 
‘Whilft here, untouch’d, I dream 
fears ! 
‘What if fome ghoft, cut off from life 
hope, 
despairing eyes uproll’d to 
"ny [deep, 
That wildly glare and witnefs tortures 
Be ee horrid, § Lord, avenge my 


¢ On that unpitying wretch, who faw 


with the gofpel’s joyful 


me run | 
4 With full carer the broad enchantine 
roa [not,. 


SACRED POETRY, 


| © I owe it to dis care. 


’ of more important worth | | 


$ Tet! theis devouring fises, yet warn'd me | 


¢ Or faintly warn’d meavand with 
guid tone, fs 

¢ And cool harangues, denoune’d eternal 
hell, 

And wrath divine the dread, 
fhocking thought, 

My fpisit thudders—all my inmoft foul 

Trembles and fhr.nks.” Sure if th’ 
eternal cries 

Of fpirits reprobate can reach the ears 

Of their dread Judge, they muft be cries 
like thefe. 

But—if the meaneft of the happy choir, 

That with eternal fymipnonies furrounds 

Th’ etherial throne, can ftand: and thus 

declare— 
© Next toalmighty grace, that Iam here 
His faithful bled 

* (Regardlefs of the frowns he might 

incur 


|‘ From me, then madly eager after 


death) 
Snatch’d me, reluctant, from ap- 
proaching flames, 


|é Ready to feize and burn unquenchable, | 
‘| * May richeft grace reward his pious 


zeal 
‘ With fome- bright manfion in this 
world of blifs !? 
Tranfportjng thought ! 
the hand 
Who form’d my elemental clay to many | 
And ftill {upports me! well worth 
to live, 
1 If I may live to purpofes fo great | 
Awake, my dormant zeal! for ever. 
flame | 
With generous ardour for immortal fouls, 
Souls with Chrift’s blood, God’s dear, 
beft jewel, bought — 
Rich gem! th’ exhaufted treafury of © 
heav’n. 
| Be mine the blifs that ranfom to apply ! 
And may my head, my tongue, my 
heart, my 
Spend, and ipent, in fervice fo die 
ving | 


O then be bleft 


AN HYMN, 

Sung at the Friar-lane Meeting, 
Levcefter, on Sunday the 15th 
of Fuly, 1798, defigned for 
the Benefit of ed for 
School Congregation, 
A Sermon was preached by 
the 
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Newcaftle upon Tyne. 
collected 121, 15. 7d. 


— 


the c 


mire, ane call for univerfal praife. 


A 
CHILDREN. 
Jefus comes !—afide our 
Hofanna to our King! 
‘With joy we'll meet him on the way: 
het all Hofanna fing. 


“Here, in his temple, fee him ftand ! 
to his name! 
Bon the little children’s friend ! 
Hofanna all proclaim ! | 


CONGREGATION. 


But hark! he fpeaks: attend his word, 
He bids you all draw near. 


TENOR SOLO. 


“€ Come, lovely babes, embrace your 
Lord ; 
£ For fuch my fav’rites are.’ 


@HILDREN, 


come, bleft Jefus, to thy arms: 

| O blefs us, Prince of love! 

On earth may we admire thy charms, 
And live with thee above. . 


CONGREGATION. 


Let ev’ry heart and ev’ry voice 
Join in the Saviour’s praife; 
Young men, and babes, and fires rejoice’ 
everlafting lays. 


Let none forbid thefe little ones 


The Satiour’s love te know, 
Left the bafe deed provoke the ftones 


» Todoom fach men to woe. 
Lord, as ewe ‘thy richeft grace, 
We'll facrifice our ftore, _ 
‘That ev'ry age may learn thy ways, 
evermore, 
4 


5 near Jerufalen—is feen by 
dren, who runto meet him, 
and cry * Hofanna’—appears in the 
Temple, and is again recognized and 
hailed by the children—Jefus invites 
_them—the affembly behold and ad- 


| 
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303 SACRED POETRY. 
the Mr. Prowitt, of 


‘To the Editor of the G.B.M. 
DEAR SIR, 


| IF you think the following erableni 
worthy a place in the poetical de- 
partment of your improving publicae 
‘fon, it’s infertion will much oblige 


Your conféant ¢orrefpondent, 
MANILIUSi 


} 
} 
| — 


The SUN- FLOWER, 
AN, ‘EMBLEM. 


COME here, my Philander, the 


bofom all glowing i in 
gold. | 


‘When the monarch Of . day his glory 
difplays, 
In filent devotion it’s homage i it pays 5 


To fim as it’s author, continually tufns, 


| And, pleas’d with it’s being, with grati- — 


tude burns. 
Thus joyful, and thankful, i it modeft! 
y 
ines, | [ déclines 


| Ti evening comes on, when it’s head it’ 


Then to wag gay garden it bids a good 
nig t 


| And fleeps till bright Sol fhall reftore the 


lof light. 
Then fee, my Philander, a fmile there 


'We may to the funflow’r the Chriftian 


compare, 

Who amen, in the paths of duty te 
[fun 
While to Jefus, his fpiritual 
He opens his heart to imbibe his rich 


| And ali his devotion is prayer and 


To Him as the fource of his bleffednefe 

| bends, tends, 

His glory the centre to which he ftiil 

Till grateful, and peaceful, with ho- 
Nnours grown old, 

The cold hand of death his eye-lids 

fhall fold ; 


| Then rife from. the. grave, ‘and. new 


fplendor refume, 


| | To fhine with his God in ee 


bloom. 
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LIFE AND DEATH OF MR. JOSEPH ALLETN £5. 
LATE MINISTER-OF THE GOSPEL AT TAUNTON 
IN SOMERSETSHIRE, AND AUTHOR OF THE 
ALARM TO THE UNCONVERTED. be 


| 
Frém Clarke’s Lives of fundry eminent Perfons, p.138. 


J OSEPH .Alleitie was born in Devizes, in Wilthhire; = | 


anno Chrifti 1633. In his childhood he .f¥ewed forth a 
~ fingular fweetnefs of difpofition, and a remarkable diligence in 
every thing he was employed about. When he was about 
eleven years old he was noted to be very conftant in private 
prayer, and fo ferious.and.intent in ity that .he-would not be 
diverted, or taken off; ‘by the coming of any accidentally 
into the places of his:retitement. ‘This and other fruits of a 
ferious and gracious {pirit.were the concurrent obfervation of 
thofe in the family. From, this .time.the whole. courfe of his 
youth was.an evenefpun thread of agedly converfation,; which 
was rendered more, amiable by his.f{weet and pleafant ‘deporte 
.mMent.towards, all with whom: he.cenveérfed. | 
About .this time, his brother, Mr. Edward 
‘thy minifter of the gofpel, died, whereupon our Jofeph earneftly 
dcfired that he might be trained up to fucéeed him in the gi 
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of the miniftry ; which requeft was peadily hearkened unto by | 
his father, who according! fet him to fchool ; and fuch was | 


his diligence and induftry there, that the time allotted to re-_ 


creation was by him {pent at his book ; infomuch as in the 


ace of about four years, he attained to fuch a meafure of 
“knowledge and learning in the Latin and Greek tongues, 


that he was judged by his mafter to be fit for the univeriity : 
| after which he abode for fome time with his father ; and a wor- 


thy minifter of the place read logic to him. — 

« When he was about fixteen years old he went to the uni- 
verfity, and was placed in Lincoln college in Oxford, where 
he had not been long before a Wiltfhire place becoming void 
in Corpus Chrifti college, he was chofen {cholar of that houfe, 
his own merits and worth; not any finifter or indirect means 
bringing him in. 

Being thus fettled there, he gave early and excellent proofs 
of his indefatigablenefs and induftry in his ftudies, account- 
ing it his great happinefs that he had gained this opportunity 
| of improving his learning ; and truly he fpared no labour day 
-nor night; he thought all time too little, no pains too grea 


i ‘which he employed for that end; by his "good-will he would 


do nothing ‘elfe but pray and ftudy : if friends came to vifit 


i _ him in ftudying times (though at other times he was very civil 
, and fociable in his converfe with them) though they were 


; fure to find him within, yet not fure that he would let them 
in. He could feldom be found in bed after four o’clock in 
| the morning, no, though fometimes he went not to bed till 
: about one; and when he had Opportunities of procuring 
. fleeping days for others, yet would he not indulge one to 

So covetous was he of time, that as he could fcarce Gre any 
L fot fleep, fo neither for food. It was common with him to 


| give away his commons, at lea{t once a day, that he might | 
gain the more time tovhis ftudy. When he had left the uni- 
7 verfity and was married, an intimate friend of his (who had 


| Boma. of changing his condition) wrote to him for an ac- - 
count of the inconveniences of marriage ; to whom he merrily 


returned this anfwer, “ “Thou would’{t know the inconveni-_ 
‘ences of a wife, and I will tell thee fome of them ; whereas 
| if now thou rifeft conftantly about four o’clock in the morn- 


‘ing, a wife will keep thee till about fix ; whereas thou ufeft to 
ftudy-about fourteen hours in a day, “the will bring thee to 


| eight or nine; and whereas thou art wont to forbear one 


Tmneal: a day at leatt for «i ftudies, the will bring thee to thy 
meats 
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meat 5 and if F thee be not mifchiefs enow to affright thee: from 
marriage, I know not what will.” 

By this his diligence and fedulity in his ftudies, he came on, 
through God’s bleffing, exceedingly in learning, fo that his’ 
profiting appeared unto all men. He would often fay, that he’ 
chiefly ‘affected rational learning, valuing {kill in the lan. 
cuages only for the fake of things, and thofe things moft, 
which were of all moft likely to improve his judgment ; and 


-* the truth of his words was fufficiently evident; for all that 


were acquainted with him knew him to be, as a good linguift, 
fo an acute difputant, and an excellent philofopher: when he 
performed any academical exercifes, either in the hall or in 
the fchoels, he always came off with applaufe, or at leaft with 
the approbation of all but the envious, who yet had nothing to 
fay again{t him. 

His pregnant parts and early accomplifhments. were fo 
taken notice of, that no fooner was he a bachellor of arts, 
but he was even compelled to become a tutor, and prefently 


was intrufted with as oreat a number of pupils as any in the he 


houfe ; fome of his {cholars were graduates in divinity, and 
fingular ornaments to that fociety, and profitable inflcaeenae 
in the church of Chrift. During his abode there, a chaplain’s 
place falling void, he chofe that before a fellowfhip, which he 
knew in alittle time would fall unto him of courfe ; and this 
choice he never repented of; yea, he often reflected upon it: 
with a great deal ef content and comfort; for he had always 
a very ardent affection for prayer, infomuch as he and his 
friend could hardly meet, but before they parted, at his re- 
queft, they, mutt alfo pray together: what a pleafure then was 
it to him, twice aday to engage a whole fociety in fo dear 
and beloved an exercife ; and well was it for the college that 
he fo efteemed it: fcarce was it poflible that any could have 
performed that office better than’ he did: he did not trouble 
them with a great deal of noife, vain tautologies, crude effu- 
fions, unintelligible fenfe, or myfterious nonfenfe, inftead 
of prayer: his fpirit was ferious, his gefture reverent, his 
words few, but premeditated and well weighed, pithy, folid, 
and fully expreflive of his truly humble and earneft defires : he!_ 
hated the faucinefs, which fome call holy boldnefs, and drew 
near to God, not as if he had been going to play with his 
inate, but as ‘became a creature over-awed with the majeft 
of his great Creator: he prayed with the fpirit and with the 
underftanding alfo, he confefled fin with real grief, inward’ 
hatred and deteftation of it: he craved mercies like cne that 
felt the want and worth of what he begged, with faith, fers 
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vency, and humble importunity ; his affeCtions working, but 
working rationally, as well as itrongly. eee yp 
_ And this, as doubtiefs it prevailed above, fo on the hear. 
ers it had the more powerful influence, becaufe they found it 
to be no mere religious fit, but exactly agreeable to the habi- 
tual frame and diipofition of the fpeaker.. There are. too 
many, who whilft praying and preaching appear very demure 
and mighty devout; but take them out of the pulpit, and 
_ they are as light, vain, and frothy as any others; but it was 
far otherwife with Mr. Alleine, he was always compofed, fe-_ 
rious, and grave, above his age; he fet God always before 
him, and wherever he was, he {till laboured to walk as in 
his prefence: it was his care to make religion his bufinefs, 
and his great endeavours to walk by rule; his main defign 
in all his ways was to approve himfelf to his heavenly Father 
which faw all in fecret ; and his exercife was, * to keep a cone 
{cience void of offence, both towards God and towards man.’ 
As for the pleafures and delights of fin, he utterly abhorred 
them: yea, was fo much aboye them, that he could not endure 
them. How {weet was it to him, as St. Auftin faid, i/is 
uavitatibus carere, to want thofe fwects? And as for lawful 
delights and pleafures, though fometimes he entertained hime 
{elf with them, yet was his heart little taken with them, 
_ His converfation being in heaven, his fweeteft comforts and 
moft divine refrefhments were holy and heavenly: his foul 
took many a delightful profpect of eternity, and hugged her- 
‘elf in a comfortable perfuafion, that ere long fhe fhould en- 
ioy thofe glorious mniions ; and this made him little to mind 
earthly glory, or ‘he poor empty delights of fenfe. _ 
He was of a very {weet difpofition, and of as mighly civil 
a converfation, as a man fubjeé&t to the common frailties of | 
human nature could be: he had fcarce a gefture which did 
not feem to fpeak, and by.a powerful and charming rhetoric, 
affect all whom he converfed with : befides other moral per- 
fections that he was endowed with, it might be truly faid, as 
the hiftorian faid of the emperor for his clemency, that he was 
totus ex commitate, made up, as it were, of nothing elfe but 
-courtefy andaffability. 
He wasa true faithful friend to thofe who had intereft 
in him, and withal as pleafant as a ferious Chriftian could 
well with: he was not rafh in choofing, but having chofen, 
he loved entirely. There was no more but one only thing 
which he thought too much for any, for whom he thought 
not his love too good; he could not fin (knowingly and wil- 
\ingly) for any frieud he had on earth: he was a rene =" 
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So far as lawfully and canfcientionfly he might do any 


thing, he ftuck at nothing, wherein he might ferve or gratify 
thofe whom he loved. te | 


Yet whilft to his friends he fhewed himfelf friendly, good= 


nature as well as Chriftianity obliged him to be kind to all, 
and, according to his ability, to the poor, bountiful. He was: 
too frugal to mifplace his charity, yet not fo covetous as to 
withhold it when he met with ft abjects. He did not think 
the little he had fo much his own, as that his neceffitous bre- 
thren might not claim a part in it, and therefore he gave to 
them as if he had been paying a debt, and not beftowing an 
alms. But above all, his love and affection to the fouls of 
others was moft admirable, to whom he defired and endea- 


voured to do all the goad poffible, infomuch as fome there were 


and are, who do verily think that they fhould never have 
found the way to eternal life, if he had lived to himfelf, and 


not for the good of others. His charity to the poor prifoners” 
in Oxford gaol was mery eminent, amongft whom, as holy __ 


Mr. Perkins did at Cambridge, of his own accord, he began 


_ to preach, and held on conftantly, whilft he remained in the 


town, once a fortnight, for above the {pace of twelve months 5 
encouraging them to give attendance upon his miniftry, 
by a confiderable allowance of bread (that week he preached) 
at his own coft and charges. He ufed alfo at other times 
frequently to vifit others who in the world were but mean’ 
and low: his main defign, together with the relieving of 
their temporal wants, being to affift their fouls in the way 
to heaven. Indeed, in all his converfes, wherever he came, 
he was like fire, warming, refrefhing, and quickening all that 
were about him; kindling in them the like zeal for God 
and goodnefs, which he had in himfelf: none there were that 


were not in themfelves, they might get much good by him; 
ea fo much as to be for ever the better for him. It was 
hardly pofible to be in his company, and not to hear fuch 
things from him! as, if well weighed, might have been 


enough to make one out of conceit with fin, and in love — 


with virtue fo long as one lived. He thought that day wholly 
loft wherein none had got fome good by him. He lived as 
if he had been quickened with that faying of Tertullian, 
Quid prodeft effe, qued effe non prodefi? To what purpofe is 
it to live, and not to live tofome good purpofe? His ardent 


love to fouls haftened his remove into the country, where he 


Mr. 


might have opportunities ef doing much good. 


came to vifit, or to be acquainted with him, but, if the faule — 
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Mr. Richard Alleine, a near relation of his, gives this cha- 


racter of him: 


© Asa man,’ faith he, ‘ he was of quick natural parts, and 
of great acquired abilities ; of a grave, compofed, and ferious 
temper and behaviour ; not morole, but full of candor, free, 
affable, cheerful, and courteous. 

©‘ Asa Chriftian, he was in holinefs, heavenly mindednefs, 
and exemplarinefs of life, much elevated above the ordinary 
fort of Chriftians: he had much delightful communion with 
God; his foul was much exercifed in divine contemplation ; 
and to provoke others to the, like exercife, he would often 
{peak what ineffable fweetnefs and fatisfa€tion his foul had 
found in his itated meditations upon the divine attributes 
diftinctly, one by one. In prayer, he was not ordinarily fo 
much in confeffing of fin, and complaining of corruption and 
infirmities, though he exprelied a due fenfe of thefe, as in 
admiring and praifing God in his infinitely glorious perfec- 
tions, and in the. mention of his wonderful works, particu- 
larly of thofe wonders of his love revealed in Jefus Chrift. 

‘ His whole life alfo was beautiful and adorned with the 


admirable luitre of his particular perfonal graces ; 


Firft, He was made up of love, His {weet, amiable, and 
courteous carriage was fuch as made him the delight of his 
acquaintance, and it made way for the entertainment both of 


hhis ferious counfels, and fevere reproofs. His compaffion to 


thofe in ‘diftrefs ; his: bounty to thofe in want, his forbear-— 
ance in cafe of offences ; ; his affectionate language and deport- 
ment; his readinefs to all obliging offices of love to all forts 


with salle he converfed, did evidently {how how he loved 


them. {pecially his love was more fully let forth to the coa- 
gregation where he exercifed his miniftry. His ardent long- 
ings $ after their fouls ; ; his rejoicings in the profperity of their 


‘fouls ; his bleedings and heart-breakings for their falls and 


infirmities : ; his inceflant labours among them, both publicly | 
and from houfe to houfe; his frequent and affectionate letters 
to them when he was ahient'; his earneft defire to live, to 
die, and to be buried among them, do all thew what a great 


room they had in his heart. 


Secondly, He was a man of courage; he feared no danger 


inthe way of his duty, knowing that he that “walks uprightly | 


walks furely.”” In doubtful cafes he was inquifitive; but, 
when once refolved, he was fearlefs. He feared not the | 


faces of men, but, where juft occafion was, he would boldly» 
admonith, and faithfully reprove what he faw amils, which un- 
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grateful duty. he managed with fo much prudence, and with fuch 


expreffions of love-and compaffion to their fouls, as made wa 
into their hearts, and made his work the more fuccefsful. - 
‘ © Thirdly, He wasa fon of Peace; a zealous. peace-maker 


among brethren in cafe of diffention, and of fober and peace- — 


ful principles ; of a:healing fpirit as to faétions upon the ac- 


‘count of religion : he hada reverend efteem of magiftrates, ab-_ 
horring all provoking and infolent expreflions, or mutinous 


_ © Fourthly, He was a great lover of truth and righteouf- 


__nefs in his own. praétice, and a great prefler of them upon 
others, efpecially upon profeflors of religion, whom he ex- 


horted to be juit in their dealings, and true in their words 
wary in promifing, and punétual in performing: oft did he 


bewail and fharply reproye promife-breaking and deceitful 


dealing. 


‘Fifthly, His patience was very exemplary; not only in 


his fufferings- from men, but in the time of his long and great 
weaknefs and languifhing diftempers, which lay upon him 
for fome years, yet all that while he: had a conftant calmnefs 


and ferenity of fpirit, and was fo far from murmuring or dif- 
content, that he was ftill blefling God for dealing fo gently 
and tenderly with him’ 
© Sixthly, He was eminent in liberality ; he not only did, 
but devifed liberal things. - He ftudied, and ‘confidered how 
_ he might both give himfelf, and how he might'precure others 
to give, relief to thofe that were in want: hedaily gave much 
alms, both in the place where he lived, and wherever he came. 
When collections were made for pious or charitable ufes, 
he ftirred up others, both by his. exhortations and example, 
and fometimes made additions in fecret to what .he had given 
publicly : he 
were fallen into decay, yet his means were not above eighty 
pounds a year; only his wife for divers cere boarding 
{chool, which did confiderably enlarge his eftatee He took 
great pains in riding abroad to gentlemen and other rich men, | 
to procure a ftanding maintenance for non-conforming minif-— 


ters that were tn want. 

_© Seventhly, He was of an active fpirit, he went about do- 
ing good; and as he was inceflant in his labours in the con- | 
gregation where he lived, fo wherever he came he would be 
{cattering | 


but among “the. children where he came, afk 
tions, givin 


them quef- 


thein counfel, which fometimes he Jeftin writing | 
among them: efpecially in his own family, among his wife’s 
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was very bountiful to many of his relations who 


ome good feed, not only among thofe of riper years _ 
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ag 
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‘boarders, he deport 


therein, and they 


ed himnlelf that in many of them he 
begat the awe and love asof children to their fathers. __ 
© Whilft he lay fick at Bath he fent for many poor perfons, 
both aged and children, and gave them catechifms, engaging 
them to learn and to give him an account of ‘their proficiency 
they came cheerfully and willingly to him, being 
encouraged thereufito by his familiar and winning carriage, 
his giving ‘them money, and by feeding and ‘feafting them. 

‘ Eighthly, He was very humble. ‘Though God had 
highly exalted him in the hearts and judgments of others, yet 
‘was he low in his own eyes, and defpifed the praife of men. 
His whole deportment favoured-of humility, and he was of a 


to the weakeft and meancft.’ 


(7 be continued.) 
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MEMOIRS OF THE LATE REV. MRse FRANCIS 
SMITH, BAPTIST MINISTER AT MELBOURNE, © 


IN DERBYSHIBE. 


‘Continued from page 357: 


Hise in the work of the miniftry, and in the difcharge 


OF the duties of the paftoral office, though already juft men- 


tioned, ‘deferve a more particular attention. The care of 
the ‘church ‘lay ‘principally upon him. Im .all the difficulties 
experienced by his people; which required the paftor’s advicey — 
be was confulted,—in all cafes where reproof or admoni- 
tion was -necéflary, be muft give it. If any turned afide, 
he mutt feck the ftraying ‘fheep. Were any fick, he muft- 
‘vifit ‘them ; and ‘as one of his ‘friends writes me, he was.al- 
‘ways ‘willing to vifit ‘the poor as well asthe rich, All thisy 
together with ‘his public Jabours amongft his own church 
which he ‘had to perform, and occafionally to preach 
bouring congregations ; and a church confifting (as for i $ 
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this did) of more than three hundred members, and refiding, 
I fuppofe, in not lefs than twenty villages, and fome of them 
eight or ten miles diftant from his habitation, and twenty 
from each other, muft bring a very heavy burden upon the 
paftor, fufficient to damp, if not extinguifh, the flame of 


ordinary zeal and love. But with all this, he had daily to 


labour at his bufinefs, for the fupport of his family. 
His preaching was exceedingly blefled of God to the 


converfion of finners. ‘There was a peculiar concera for the - 


welfare of the fouls of his auditors apparent in the manner 
of his delivery. Such tender, affectionate addrefles he made 
to them, that the moft hardened were frequently wrought 
upon, and their hearts foftened under the word. An inftance 
of this occurred foon after he engaged in the work of the 
miniftry. ‘Three of his former companions in fin and folly 


avreed to go and hear_him preach, as matter of diverfion. 
One of them was fo affected with the fermon, that he fhed > 


many tears: upon their leaving the place, the other two up- 
braided him with his weak, effeminate conduct; to whom 
he replied, that the /ittle devil talked fo it was impoffible to 

But he was particularly delightful when the love of God 
to a loft world was the fubject that engaged his attention. 
In difplaying the love of God in the gift of his Son, not 
only his own heart was all] in raptures, but very frequently 
his hearers felt the facred flame. ‘This fubject called forth 
all the energies of his mind, and every gift he pofleffed, 
whether of oa or of grace, were exerted, to make his 
hearers feel, and induce them to believe, this infinitely im- 
_ portant truth. And when the griefs, forrows, agonies, and 
cruel death of his Redeemer were related by him, it became 

impoffible to fupprefs the feelings of his heart, or prevent 


the falling tear which gufhed from his eyes. Very free 
quently he was obliged to make a paufe, and give vent to 


the feelings of his heart, before he could proceed. How 


the hearts of his hearers, who loved Chrift and his falvation, 
were affected at thefe times, will never be forgotten by 
them, while memory can perform it’s office. He had long 
felt what it is to have a wounded confcience, Jong fought for 
deliverance, but in vain, and, like the poor woman in the 
gofpel, rather grew worfe than better. In this fituation he 
found all he wanted in “a crucified Saviour. His fears fled, 
his foul rejoiced in him. And as he found pardon and peace 
to his own foul, through faith in a Redeemer’s blood, it was 
the joy and delight of his heart to recommend him to the 

regard 
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regard of finners, and encourage them to receive him as the 
Saviour of their fouls alfo. | 
From what has been already obferved, his fentiments 
refpecting the grand truths of revelation will be generally 
_underftood; yet it may not be improper to ftate, that he 
believed the univerfality of divine love to man. That God 
_ js good to all—is not willing that any fhould perifh—willcth | 
_ that all fhould be faved, &c. That the Lord Jefus died for 
_ the fins of all men, agreeable to the fcriptures. For the 
whole world, 1 John ii. 2. For every man, Heb ii. g. For 
all, 2Cor, v. 14. and t Tim. ii. 6. That the gofpcel of | 
_. Chrift was defigned by it’s glorious Author to be preached — 
_ toall, for the obedience of faith; and that by faith a/one, 
without any confideration of human merit or work of righ- 
teoufnnefs, finners are brought into the enjoyment of the par-— 
don of all fin: fee As x. 43. and xiii. 38, 39. and the 
| Jatter part of the third, and the whole of the fourth chapter 
of the Epiftle to the Romans. That Jelievers were to be 
baptized, agreeable to the commiffion of Chrift, Mark xvi. 
15,16. That delievers muft perfevere in a way of holinefs, 
or never reach the blifsful plains of glory. Heb. xii. 14, 
_ [| know not whether it will be thought proper for me, Mr, 
— Editor, to add, that the minifters who have believed the 
«Of the univerfal love of God to man, and whofe 
hearts have been affected with this truth, and thofe conne@ed 
“with it, have been particularly ufeful to their fellow-crea- 
"tures, and remarkably bleffed of God with large fuccefs, 
And thofe minifters who have left this conne@ion, through 
adeparture from thefe fentiments, whether they have gone, 

n the one hand, into Calvinifm, or, on the other, into So- 
cinianifm, have never afterwards appeared to be fo ufeful. 
Some will perhaps queftion the truth of the flatement, while 
others, who are conftrained to admit it, will endeavour to 

account for it in a way different from what I have done ; but 
to me the faé is clear. 
i In a few inftances, he endeavoured to better his condition | 
life, by engaging in fome new undertaking ; but he fre- | 
-— quently faid, that Providence appeared always to crofs all his 
|! defigns of this kind: fo that he was a lofer, rather than 
otherwife, in every fuch attempt. This he confidered as — 
. proof, that more of this world Was not defigned for him, 
= and that God would not fuffer any worldly concerns to 
him from his great work, the miniltry of the 
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tte was very generally refpeted by his 
he was “* a prophet in his own country.” His fpotlefs li 
and his ab: ities for the work in which he was spencers Liv 
overcame this foolifh prejudice. Yet he was not ahways 
treated, by /ome individuals, as he ought to have been; but 
as he knew how to forgive thofe who injured him, and felt 
little in his own mind on account of any wrongs done to him, 
and as thefe things cannot now affect him, I confider it moft 
prudent to omit the relation. 

Nor need it excite our wotider, that he had fome unkind 
fi iends, fome falfe brethren. Thefe, however, were thofe whofe 
—loofe fentiments, or carnal minds, could not bear the holy 
and fin-fubduing truths he infifted upon in his miniftry, and 


the faithful reproofs he faw it neceflary to adminifter ; and 


every good man will acknowledge, it is an honour to any 


minifter to be flighted, and even opporeds by perfons of the 


above defcription. 


The Lord’s-day before he left this world, he rode to. 


Packington, and in the forenoon adininiftered the Lord’s- 
fupper to this original branch of his church, who had formed 


themfelves into a feparate body, but are not in poffeffion of — 


a paftor of their own. The diftance nearly eight miles. 
He preached again in the afternoon ; and in the evening, in 
his way home, he called at Ticknall, and preached there 3 
after which, he rode home at night, which made the whole 


little lefs than eighteen miles. Thus was he inftant ir 


feafori, and ready to evety good wotk. To labour in the 
gofpel of God’s dear Son was his meat and drink, even to 
the laft, 

His death was fudden. On the roth of March, 179f, 
he was feized with a pain in his breaft, of which he made 
fmention to his daughter—fat down in his chair, and died, 


without a figh or groan, in a few minutes! Thus ended the 


life and labours of this faithful fervant of Jefus Chrift. 


“ His was the nobleft road to death.” | 
| Dr. Watts. 


His friends requefted Mr. John Tarratt, of Kegworth; oft 


account of the long acquaintance and ftri@t friendfhip which 


had fubfitted between them for forty years, to preach his 
funeral fertnon, which he did, from Aéts xx. 25. ** And 
*< now behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have | 


$¢ pone preaching the kingdom of God, fhall fee my face no 
more.” In which he very juftly obferved, that de- 
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| 


parted friend had many years gone among this people, 
preaching the kingdom of God. ‘That all this time he had 
invariably maintained an honourable character. There had 
been no difgraceful blotch ever attached to him, through the 
whole courfe of his Chriftian or minifterial life, which was 
not unfrequently the cafe with perfons of fome eminence.in 
the church of God. The envenomed tonguc of flander 
itfelf never had an opportunity of propagating a difcreditable © 
report. He has lived ufefully and honourably among you, 
and is now gone to receive his reward. Many of you re- 
member him, when in the prime of life—when alert and 


vigorous—ere you had attained to your prefent number, or 
_ your meeting-houfe this form and fize. 


| ‘delighted, your judgments enlightened, your hearts renewed 


7 ben were your ears 


and quickened, under the word you heard from his lips ; but 


now, you fhall fee his face no more! No more fhall he 

enter thefe walls—afcend thefe ffeps—occupy this pulpit! 
No more fhall the gofpel of rich, free, abundant grace flow 

from his lips! His work is done—his 
you fhall fee his face no more!” 


courfe is finifhed— 


Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to give you a {ketch of my 


honoured father’s life, fo far as I could fpeak with confidence. 
I truft it will appear that he has not lived in vain, but 


faithfully improved the talents committed to his care ; and 
am, 


Dear Brother, 
Your’s in facred bonds, 


Aug.21,1798. ROBERT SMITH. 


HISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION OF GENE® 


RAL BAPTISTS. 
‘Continued from page 265. 


Anno 1755 to 1758. 


| AFTER the meeting-houfe was built at Difeworth, and © 
the members and hearers began to increafe, Mr, Bradley, 
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who has been mentioned before, purchafed a piece of ground 
at Kegworth, and-appropriated a part of it to build a meet~ 
ing hatike on; becaufe feveral of the people, who attended 
at Difeworth, refided at Kegworth. This houfe was foon 
finifhed, and opened on of June, 1755. Jofeph 
Donifthorpe preached on the and the appearances 

were indeed very favourable, and foon became realized, in 

the converfion of feveral of the inhabitants. ie | 
_ In reviewing the labours of the preachers, and the fucceso 
attending their exertions, we have feen, amid{t all the oppo- - 


_ fition they met with, and the many difadvantages they eX— 


perienced, that the caufe they had at heart profpered in their — 
_ hands. From fo fmall and infignificant a beginning, in fo 
fhort a {pace of time, they had {pread the gofpel in many 
villages, had raifed four convenient meeting-houfes, and 
found fome perfons in moit places who patronized them, 
_ though at the rifk of their property, and all their eet 
intereft, 
Among thefe, Mr. Nathaniel Bennet, of Weft Leak, in 
the county of Nottingham, deferves to be mentioned ins 
moft honourable terms. | 
‘The preaching at Kegworth drew his attention, brought > 
- conviction to his heart, and fo far operated on his affections 
and conduét, as plainly evinced that he counted all things 
but lofs for the exccllency of the Knowledge of Chrift Jefus 
his Lord, for whom (it may be added) he nearly fuffered 
the lofs of all things, counting them but dung that he might 
win Chrift. | 
‘This excellent man, for fuch he was, on embracing this 
new religion, incurred the high difpleafure of his landlord. 
He had a numerous family, and principally depended on a 
rented farm for a fubfiftence. The time of trial arrived, 
when his courage was brought to the teft. No alternative 
remained, but cither to renounce his religious profeflion, 
or quit his farm, and be driven, with his family, from a _ 
comfortable abode, to find a refuge where chance, neceffity, 
or Providence, might lead. Gloomy as the profpeét might 
betoa foreboding mind, and tempting as the condition of 
_ his retaining the favour of men, and the advantages of the 
_ world, to a grovelling foul, he nobly braved every danger, 
_he faced the impetuous form, and magnanimoufly caft his 


care upon Jehovah, confiding in the promifes of his 
word. 
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It is in circumftances like thefe that the reality and ex. 
cellency of religion appear. It is in feafons of difficult¥ 


and diftrefs, and when perfecution for the fake of Chrift 


and the gofpel arifes, that .real Chriftians tafte peculiar 
{fweetnefs in thofe promifes and merciful declarations of | 


- feripture, which, at other times, are in a manner infipid, or, 
at leaft, their excellency is confiderably lefs evident. This 


good man now found the promifes of God exceedingly great 
and precious, and experienced peculiar fupport from Nahum 
ij. 7. ‘* The Lord is good, a ftrong hold in the day of 
<¢ trouble ; and he knoweth them that truftin him.” He 


met the trouble with patience and heroic fortitude. He 


held faft the profeffion of his faith without. wavering, and 
was driven from his poffeflion, as he had been threatened. 
‘The property he had acquired began fpeedily to decline, and 


‘meagre poverty feemed haftily:to approach. Still, however, 
he retained his confidence and hope, nor had he caufe to 


regret the refolution he made. He found, even in this 
world, a compenfation for his lofs; and, what‘ is of infi- 
nitely more value, he finifhed his courfe with joy, in the 
hope of an incorruptible and unfading inheritance.* _ 

The preaching at Kegworth was the mean of exciting 
others from the neighbourhood of Leak to attend; and in 
about two years after the erection of Kegworth meeting- 


houfe, another was erected at Eaft Leak ; a fuitable piece 


of ground being obtained of one Mr. Thomas Clark, who 
generoufly advanced upwards of tool. toward the building, 


which was repaid by the church, after the different branches | 
formed into diftin& focieties. 


The building of the meeting-houfe at Leak was attended 
with confiderable difficulty, every fcheme being devifed, — 


-and all poffible influence exerted, to prevent the execution 
of the work. And though the Baptitts had no Cyrus or 


Darius to give them a fantion, nor were equipped with | 
of war for defence, yet they quickly furmounted 


* The whiter of this narrative, perhaps, ought to apologize 
for thus interrupting the narration with biographical remarks 3 
it being more confiftent with his intention, to referve the 
delineation of charaéters to the laft. However, he prefumes 


to hope, that when charatters are eminently diftinguifhed by 


the part they have acted, and their virtues are interwoven with 
the general tranfattions, {uch a liberty may fometimes be 
taken, and it may contribute both to pleafe and to profit the 
‘reader, 
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their difficulties, and defeated the purpofes of their adver- 
faries, 


The preaching at Leak foon drew confderable nupihits 


from other villages adjacent ; viz. Coftock, Wyfall, ep, 
morepoole, Rempittone, Wymefwould, Gotham,* &e. 
-fome of which places they fpeedily began to preach, and an 
without fome fuccefs. 
About the fame time, or foon after, the preachers laid — 
- fiege to Loughborough, being introduced by Mr. Thomas 
| Houtchioton; ftay-maker, a man well refpeéted, and highly 
deferving. They preached firft in a dwelling-houfe occu- 


_ pied by one Wm. Cheatle, and were attended with many__ 


hearers; but it was not long ere they met with violent 

br It was with great difficulty that a licence was 

tained for the houfe, and, when obtained, they were fre- 
quently interrupted in their worthip by an outrageous rabble, 

- fan&tioned by perfons whofe fituation and character forbade 

their public appearance, but did not prevent their fecret 

influence, 

It has been mentioned before, that the preachers extended 
their labours as far as Anfley Woodhoufe, ten or eleven 
miles north of Nottingham. Wen Dixon had refided and 

_ preached, and a fmall intereft was raifed, and fome time in 

the year 1755 a meeting-houfe was built i in this neighbour- © 

hood, at a place called Kirkby-woodhoufe. Dixon having 

_ been excluded, it became neceffary for the preachers to 

-fupply Kirkby-woodhoufe as well as they were able, until 

Mr. A. Booth, who refided in that neighbourhood, and who 


 ~poffeffed confiderable talents for public “ufefulnefs, was raifed 


up as a preacher. 

Notwithftanding the oppofition which attended the 

preaching at Loughborough, the caufe gained ground fo | 

yapidly, that inthe year 1756 or-1757, it was neceflary to 
provide a larger place for public worfhip. A barn was 

obtained of a Mr. Olderfhaw, and fitted up asa place of 
-worfhip, and was a mean of enlarging the congregation more 

confiderably than before. 

It is fearcely neceffary to fay, that during this period. eee 
was not a little enthufiafm intermingled with their zeal. 

Their troubles and fucceffes co-operated to produce it. 

_ Preachers grew like mufhrooms, and, alas! like mufhrooms 
they difappeated, their duration being very tranfient, and 


of great celebrity for wife men 


their 
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their utility but fmall: however, they gained a fe admirers, 
_or, rather, adherents; but, inftead of ferving the common 
caufe, they rather retarded it’s progrefs, inafmuch as they 
more excited divifions than ftrengthened the bonds of con- 
cord and peace. An inftance or two of this kind occurred 
vat Loughborough and Kegworth. At the latter place, 
efpecially, this was verified in an alarming degree. Their 
§ _ profpect of fuccefs in this place was great beyond example, 
af for very often they had upwards of five hundred hearers ; . 
. but by giving too much encouragement to a perfon whofe 
-abilitics were defe€tive, and whofe chara&ter would not bear 
s infpeCtion, the minds of the people became diffatisfied, and 
the caufe of religion was injured. 
_ About the fame period, or quickly after, the dzemon of — 
‘difcord created confiderable diffention, on account of doc- 
trinal tenets. Antinomianifm began to resent and fo 
high did the differences rife, as to oceafion the diffolution of 
the fociety at Kegworth. After the diffolution of the people 
at Kegworth, means were ufed to reunite them, and, with 
to fome, reunion was effeCied ; but feveral continued 
unconne&ted with the focicty, and adhered to the fyftem of 
Mf Mr. Ault. The major part adhered to the preachers, who 
_ in general oppofed the Antinomian perfuafion. | 
of]. But thefe trials were not the leaft they experienced. A 
-ferious diffatisfaGtion arofe with refpect to Mr. Kendrick. 
a Many accufations were exhibited againft him; and they 
- ‘ were of fuch a nature, and fo numerous, as could not be 
overlooked. Several meetings were held, when the charges 
J were brought forward ; and though Mr. K. moft vehemently 
a denied what was exhibited againtt him, except in a few 
a inftances, it was far from being fatisfactory, either to the 
preachers or the church; and, after much trouble and une 
_ eafinefs, they found it neceffarv toexclude him. This was 
rendered the more difagreeable, on account of the in- 
fluence he had gained ; for he had carried his point fo far, 
as to have fome of the meeting-houfes made over to him- 
felf ; and that at Melbourne he had the leafe of, and faid it 
was loft, In hort, the people were obliged to make hima 
compliment of cafh to deliver up his power in the property, — 
and thus to deliver themfelves from bondage and ciigrace, 


be continued. 
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AND ESSAYS: 


GON. THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTIVATING A 
TASTE FOR READING, AS THE MOST EFFEC@= 
TUAL WAY OF FACILITATING THE ATTAIN@ 
MENT OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE. 


| LETTER III. PART 


PECULIARLY DESERVING THE ATTENTION oF 


A SEHERAL READER, 


Continued frie page 372) 


is ariother fubjed that recommends 
attention. It has been defined, Philofophy teaching by 
‘s example.” * The hiftory of mankiid i is an inexhauftible 


fource of rational entertainment and ufeful intruGion. The 


rife, progrefs, and decline of kingdoms, with the caufes whith 


produced them ; the revolutions of empires; the advances 


of fociety from barbarifm to civilization; the eftablifhment 
of laws, and liberty, or of defpotifm and flavery, with their 


effets on public manners and happinefs ; the pernicious 


effe&ts of vice, and the happy confequences of virtue ; thefe, 


fo very interefting and important to a proper condué& and 
-. eminent ufefulnefs in life, are detailed by the hiftorian, 


placed full in our view, and may be readily obfetved bya 


'difcerning reader. But in ftudying hiftory'to advantage, it 


~ 


is neceffary to acquire the habit of obferving the concatena- 
tion of events, their dependence upon, and clofe connection — 


‘with each other: and alfo to difcriminate the different cha- 
-ra€ters who have aéted a diftinguifhed part, either to the 


benefit or injury of. mankind, on the great theatre of this 
world, 


- Hiftory is alfo important in older views. It is only from 


general hiftory that we can become acquainted with thofe 
_ events which anfwer to the numerous predictions of divine 


Dion, Halicarn. in Thompfon' s Spirit of Hiftory. 
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_-sevelation, and confequently can. feel the force, anid reap the 


advantage of that evidence of Chriftianity arifing from the 
accomplifhment of prophecy. The page of hiftory, too, in 
faithfully relating events in regular fucceffion, difplays the 


divine government and faithfulnefs, and exhibits a marked _ 


difference betwixt virtue and vice, fimplicity of manners 
and luxury and diffipation, highly encouraging us to adopt 
and prefer the former. It is inexcufable in a perfon poffeff- 

ing any portion of leifure time, to have no knowledge of the — 
civil and political hiftory of his own country. Such igno- 

rance difgraces a man in converfation with intelligent and 
well informed perfons, and difqualifies him for penereing, to 
fociety thofe fervices he otherwife might. : 

With Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, too, we fhould cultivate an 
acquaintance, if we would know what has been the ftate of 
Chriftianity, the enemies it has had to encounter, the difhi- 
culties it has furmounted, and the circumftances and events 


that have facilitated or retarded it’s progrefs, fince it’s firft 


mtroduction into the world. Who that has the leaft portion 
of curiofity, will refrain from reading the hiltory of the 


- Reformation, and acquainting himfelf with thofe diftin- 


cuifhed and heroic men, whofe independent minds and love 
of truth led them, in the moft perilous circumftances, to 
inveftigate and to avow it—who defpifed the blandifhments 


of wealt: and fame, braved the greateft terrors, and nobly 


exerted themfelves to break thofe chains of ignorance and 


| fuperftition with which the human mind had been fo long 


enchained and debafed, and the happy Remoguenices of whole 


labours we fo tranquilly enjoy? 


4. The fcience of Geography, including Bool’s of Tra- 
vels, I think not unworthy the regard, éven of a ferious and 


devout mind, not only on account of the entertainment to 
"be derived from it, but for the important inftruCtion it affords. - 
J do not mean the mere geographical boundaries or dimene 
- fions of kingdoms, but defcriptions of the variety of climate, 


natural phenomena, and particularly of the ftate of focicty» 
manners, and habits. | 
Books of travels, when they faithfully relate accurate dif- 


coveries, conftitute an inftruCtive fchool, by teaching us the 


knowledge of our fpecies.* In it we may ftudy the man 


__ ners, the religion, and the government, of other nations, and 


learn how to our own. may {ce the effects 


Savary’s Letters on Egypt. 
which» 
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_ which public inftitutions have on fociety, and how education, 
laws, and climate, influence phyfical and moral qualities. 
We learn to lay afide the prejudices of education, and the 
domineering empire of habits. Our minds become ex- 
panded, and liberated from the yoke of pre-conceived op- 
_nions and cuftoms, by which they have been enflaved. In 
fhort, it is the ftudy of MAN.———We can fecarcely be 
fufficiently fenfible of our obligations to thofe adventurous — 
and enterpiiting geniufes, who, at great expence, and with 
incredible labour, regardiefs of their own eafe, and braving — 
the moft formidable dangers, have croffed feas, elimbed | 

- mountains, almoft inacceffible, traverfed forefts and wide- 
~ extended deferts, in order to exptore diftant gountries, that — 
they might add to the ftock of ufeful knowledge, enrich 
‘fcience, and benefit mankind. The advantages of thefe 
_ difcoveries we can enjoy at home, by our firefides, without 
enduring any of their hardfhips, or being at fearcely any 
—-expence. | 

Natural Philofophy i is the faft particular that I fhali | 
here recommend. Doft thou ftartle, reader, at the word 


Philofophy ? Lay afide thy fears, and difmifs thy prejudices _ 


aiong with them: it is unmanly to be frighted at words or 
founds: for when this word is ftripped of it’s technical 
appearance, and reduced to it’s ftrict and primary import, it 
only fignifies love of wifdom. And doft not thou with to be 
wife? Wilt thou fuffer an abfurd prejudice to prevent thee — 
acquiring wifdom? How lamentably great are the effects 
of prejudice! Natural philofophy difclofes to us the powers — 
and operations of nature, and difplays the wifdom and good- 
nefs of God. Let it not be petulantly afked, What has the . 
Chriftian to do with philofophy ! ? for this would be contemn- 
ing the love of wifdom, than which there is not a more 
laudable paffion. It may be afked, on the other hand, for 
what purpofe is the book of nature laid open before us ? 
Can the contemplation of the works of God debafe the 
mind, or be juftly deemed frivolous? The thought would 
be blafphemous. David fays, ** The works of the Lord 
‘‘are great, fought out of all them that have pleafure 
«© therein.” —** I meditate on all thy works.” What kind 
of ftudy is there, next to that of the {criptures, that feems 
to lead the mind fo direGtly to a Knowledge of it’s Creator, 
asthis? What more effe@tual to preferve it from atheiftical 
doubts, and confirm it in the belief of a felf-exiftent and 
fuperintending intelligent Mnd, that created, preferves, and 
governs all: Ignorance of nature is proverbial the fource 
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of atheifm. Who can contemplate the aftonifhing revolu- 
tions, and circulation of benefits in nature, and not pity the 
extreme folly of him who can fuppofe thefe appointments 

 eftablifthed without intelligence and defign?* It is by look- 
ing into the book of nature that we behold that regular 

gradation in the chain of earthly beings, and obferve how 
nearly one link is conneéted with another. Here we behold 
that beautiful fimplicity and wonderful contrivance difplayed 
jn varioufly combining a few principles or elements, to pro- 
duce that aftonifhing variety, and reciprocal dependence, 
which the works of God exhibit. To fay nothing of the 
advantages arifing from this comprehenfive ftudy to the 
healing and other arts, it feems ftrange, incurious, and fafti- 
dious, to be under fo many obligations to the atmofphere we 
breathe, and in which we exift—to the fire that warms us, — 
the light by which objeéts are made vifible, and to vegeta- 
tion, that produces us fo many valuable accommodations, 
and not feel a wifh, or make fome exertion to-acquaint our- 
felves with their principles and properties.t ‘They are only 
-uninterefting from ignorance or felfifhnefs, and the being 
completely abforbed in lower purfuits. We have in a fore 
mer letter noticed the tendency of this ftudy to preferve the. 
mind from the influence of impoflure and fuperftition, fuch 
as necromancy, witchcraft, &c.t Befides, when walking in 
the fields, to take a furvey of the variety of forms, and 


* Gregory’s Economy of Nature. iM 


+ It is natural to the human mind, te be defirous of per- 
ceiving things as they really are, and this may be an enjoyment 
provided for usin a future ftate, when we may regard the 
earth merely as a planet, and the fun as a fixed ftar; and when | | 
the mind, liberated from the fetters of the body, and endued 
with new faculties, may at once contraft it’s attention to the | 
laws which regulate the exiftence of the minuteft animal, and 
extend it’s views to the comprehenfion of all the vaft bodies 
which conftitute the folar fyftem. Gregory. 


The human mind, unenlightened by fcience, or by 
fiderable reflection, is a foil rich inthe weeds of fuperftition and 
creculity. It is ever prone to believe in the wonderful, even 
when this belief, as is often the cafe, brings with it fears, and 
cates, and mifery. The bondage of the mind, in inperftitiqus 
; peredulity, is great and heavy. How important, then, even in 

this point of view, is the enlargement of the mind by 


beauties, 
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beauties, and colours, and qualities, in nature, what a train 
of pleafing refleGtions will! arife in an intelligent mind, and 
what a fund of entertainment will be enjoyed by: him that 
has obtained a tolerable acquaintance with natural fcience ! 


A truce to thought! and let us o’er the fields, 
-Acrofs the down, or thro’ the fhelving wood, 
Wind our uncertain way. Let fancy lead, 
And be it our’s to follow, and admire, 
As well we may, the gracesinfinite 
Of nature. Lay afide the fweet refource 
That winter needs, and may at will obtain, 
Of authors chafte and good, and let us read 
The living page, whofe ev'ry chara@ter 
‘Delights and gives us wifdom. Not a tree, - 
alaht, a leaf, a bloffom, but contains 
folio volume. We may read, and read, 
And read again; and {till find fomething new, 
Something to pleafe, and fomething to inftruct, 
en in the noifome weed.* _ 


I fhall add no more ; > though an inquifitive mind, in the 
pofleffion of competent leifure, will not confine his attention 
to thefe fubjeéts ; but as thefe are of a more general nature 
and importance, I have recommended them. And now, 
courteous reader, let me intreat you impartially to confider 


* The power of ideas, of drawing comprchen- 
five conclufions from individual obfervations, is the only ac- 
quirement for an immortal being, that really deferves the name 
of knowledge. Merely to obferve, without endeavouring to 
account for any thing, may (in avery incomplete manner) ferve 
as the common fenfe of life; but where is the ftore laid up, 
that is clothe the foul when.i it, leaves the. body? 


| Woolfonccraft, 

t The philofophical dialogues by Sacro Bofco, which have 
appeared in your Magazine, fhew plainly that thefe fubjeés 
may be brought down to common pyaar fo that none 
need be induced to neglect them, from the idea of their being 
incomprehenfibly abftrufe. Ithink .thofe pieces are a crédit 
to the | publication : they are written’ with perfpicuity, and [ 
hope the writer of them will continue to entertain your readers 
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the hints that have been laid before you. Lay afide preju- 


dices that narrow the mind, and affume a liberal way of 
thinking. Confider well, whether thefe fubje&ts contain 
nothing inviting, whether they promife no advantage, or can. 
be turned tono ufe. Cannot you, with the utmoft frugality 
with refpe&t to time, {pare a little for this purpofe? Will : 
it not be much better than fpending that little in ufelefs 
chit-chat, idle goflipping, or in dreaming it away ~ Confi-. 
der whether fome exertion ought not to be made, and whe- 

ther you will not be highly culpable, if, repofing in indolence, 
you regard the cultivation of your intelle&ual powers, and 
the acquifition of knowledge, as an idle and vifionary: 


I am, 
| ours, |8cc; 


Aug. 28, 1798. PHILOMATH. 


‘To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


SIR, 


_ IN a former number of your Magazine, I mentioned 
Reafons of our Diffent from the Eftablifhment as a fubje& 
highly deferving the attention of all Diffenters, and efpe-— 
cially the junior part of them ; and I ventured to-recommend 


_ Towgood’s Letters to White, as the moft copious and beft 


defence extant (though the worthy author wrote with lefs 
advantage as a Pedobaptifi), and deferving. attentive and 
repeated perufal. As a farther inducement to draw the 
attention of- your readers to that fubject, I here prefent them 
with an extract from that work, which will afford them a | 


_{pecimen of. the author’s acutenefs of remark and folidity of 


reafoning, and at the fame time ferve, in fome meafure, to 
fhew the importance of the fubject. It is owing to igno- 
rance on this fubject, and indifference to truth, that many 
Diffenters fo eafily flide into conformity ; particularly when | 
their intereft, paffions, or connections, lean that way. For 
my part, although not educated a Diffenter, I hope I am 
one of the old ftamp, and cannot help admiring and ap- 
plauding the conduct of thofe eight thoufand and upwards, 
who, in the reign of Charles IL. that moft pious king, as 
the fycophant and courtly priefts of that day ftiled him, 


chofe rather to die ina prifon, in defence of truth, than 
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-fabmit to the terms of conformity. And I alfo cannot help 
defpifing the cant of thofe lukewarm fouls, who fay, ie 
“does not matter to what place of worfhip we go, provided 
“ we do but hear the gofpel,” as thinking it a-kin to what 
. have heard others afhirm, “ that it is not of much confe- 
_ © quence what a man believes, if he be but /fincere in be- 
“ lieving it;” than which, there can {carcely be a more dane. 
 gerous 


| 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AND CHURCH oF 
ENGLAND COMPAREDs» 


ay 
| 


‘Ir you} enquire after the conftitution and frame of the 
Church of Chrift, where muft you look for it? Only in 
the Bible.* But, if you enquire after the conftitution and rie 
of the Church of England, where muft you look for that ? 
In the ftatute-book, in the canons and common prayer-book, 
and in the codes of the Englifh law. — 

‘The Church of Chrift is a_ religious eftablifhment, 
founded upon the fcriptures, as the only authentic rule of it’s” 
doctrines and worfhip. The Church of England is a civil 
eftablifhment, founded upon acts of parliament, as the only 
authentic rule of what is to be believed and practifed therein. 
The one a fpiritual ftructure, built upon the foundation of 
the apoftles and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief 
corner-ftone: the other a political ftructure, built upon the 
foundation of the lords and commons of the realm, the king, 
as fupreme head, being the chief corner-ftone. 
© Into the Church of Chrift any perfon may be admitted, 
who fubmits to the terms appointed by Chrift; but into the 
Church of England he cannot be admitted, except, over and 
above thefe, he fubmits alfo to terms which human authority 
hath inftituted and devifed. 

‘In Chrift’s Church the Lord’s {upper is appointed and 
ufed only for fpiritual and religious ends; but, in the Church 
of England, it is notorioufly ufed for political and worldly 
-purpofes. In the former, it was appointed with intention, 
and as a mean of uniting all Chriftians, and of deftroying 
all venance and diftinétion between them. In the latter, it. 


Bible only i is the religion of Proteftants. 


‘ 
o 
> 
Aw 


to 


the corrupted fource at Rome? 


days, writ fhall iffue forth to imprifon him. 
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/ is appointed with intention, and as a mean of difcriminatin # 
and dividing Chriflians, and of making a diftinCtion between. 
-oneand another, ig 


‘ In.the Chriftian Church, no openly debauched, or fcans. 


_daloufly wicked perfon, has a.rieht. to come to the table of 
the Lord, or to paftake: of it’s provifions; but, in the 
_ Church of England, if fuch a perfon had a commiffion from 
_ the king in the army or the fleet, or any profitable poft, this 
. gives him a right to come to the communion table, a right 
_ to demand the holy elements at the prieft’s hands, as a quali- 
fication for his poit. 


“In the fcriptural Church of Chrift there are no fucly 
officers ever heard of as archbifhops, deans, archdeacons, 
prebendaries, canons, chancellors, &c. But there is another 
church where thefe are officers of great influence, of 


. high importance and rank. But whence came this pompous 


train? From the apoftolic fountain at Jerufalem, or from 


‘ The Church of Chrift never excommunicates, nor pre- 


tends to exercife it’s difcipline upon any but it’s own mem- 
bers: “ For, what have I to do,” the apoftle fays, “to judge 
“them that are without?” Cor. v.12. But the Church of 
England extends ‘it’s ecclefiaftical authority over thofe who 
never belonged to it; and, by a very extraordinary a@ of 
power, excommunicates fuch as never were of it’s commu- 
ion; that is, caft fuch from, who never were init. 

¢ Acain: the rod, with which the Church of Chrift chaf- 


‘tifes it’s delinquents, is fpiritual, not carnal; but the rod | 
‘of the Church of England is carnal, not fpiritual. By the — 
- conftitution of the former, the excommunicated member is 
only to be deprived of fpiritual privileges, fuch-as fellowfhip 
in prayer, finging, facrament, &c. As for his civil pro- 


perty and rights, it meddles not with thefe; for Chrift’s 
kingdom is not of this world. But, by the conftitution of 
the latter, the excommunicated member is delivered over to — 


the civil arm, to humble and chaftife him: he is difabled 


‘from afferting his natural rights, from being a witnefs, from 


bringing actions at law, and, if he do not fubmit in forty 


‘Some of ‘the moft facred acts of fpiritual jurifdidtion, 


it’s folemn cenfures and excommunications, are exercifed in 


the Church of England, by unconfecrated and mere laymen. 
Thefe hold the keys, open or fhut, eaft out or admit into it; — 
according to their fole pleafure. ‘The chancellor, — 
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fucrogates, who adminifter the jurifdiction of {piritual courts, 
and determine the moft important fpiritual matters, fuch as 
delivering men to the devil, &c. frequently are, and, by exprefs 


provifion of law, always may be, laymen. 

¢ The Church of Jefus Chrift never owed it’s fupport to 
the powers, preferments, and riches of this world. It was 
of God, and therefore wanted no fuch aids: it was it’s 
glory that it made it’s way, and was eftablifhed upon earth, 
not only without, but in direct oppofition to them: it com- 
mands it’s minifters ‘ not to ftrive, but to be gentle to all 
““ men; in meeknefs inftructing thofe who gainfay.”” 2 Tim. 
ll. 24, 25: But the Church'of England, confeious of it’s 
weaknets, props itfelf on every fide with civil dignities and 
emoluments; calis in the powers and riches of this world to 
it’s fupport and defence, deeply intrenches itfelf under penal 
laws, and, thus fortified, thunders out it’s excommunications, 
and threats of fines and imprifonments, upon all who fhall 
dare to write or fpeak any thing derogatory to it’s ceremonies 
and forms of worfhip, or it’s articles of faith.* | 

© The Church of England and the Church of Chrift feem 
to be two focieties, abfolutely diftinét, and of a quite difs 
ferent conftitution, as they have, two different heads, or 
fountains of power, whence all authority, jurifdiction, and 
miniftrations, in the two churches, feverally fpring. In the 
Church of Jefus Chrift, he himfelf is fupreme Head, the 
only Lawgiver and Sovereign: “ Fo us there is but one 
Lord.” Cor. viii. 6 “One is your Mafter; even 
“ Chrift.” Matt. xxiii. 8. “ Gave him to be head over 
“all things to the church.” Eph. i, 22. “ All power is 
_ © given to me in heavenand'‘in earth: go ye, therefore, teach 
“ al] nations.” Matt. xxviii. 18, 19. Chrift is the only — 
Fountain of influence, jurifdiction, and power, in his church, 
commiffion from whom all it’s officers act. 
‘But in the Church of England, the king or queen is 
_fupreme head, “ vefted with all power to exercife all manner 
“ of ecclefiaftical jurifdiction; and archbifhops, bifhops, 
“© archdeacons, and other ecclefiaftical perfons, have no man- 
“ner of jurifdiction ecclefiattical, but by and under the 
“‘ king’s majefty, who hath full power and authority to hear 
“and determine. all manner of claufes ecclefiaftical, and to 
“ reform and correct all vice, fin, errors, herefies, enormi- 
ties, abufes, whatfoever, which, by any manner of fpiritual 


* See the 4th, 5th, and 6th Canons, and the Act of Uni- 
formty. 
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wet} 


authority, or jurifdiction, ought or may be lawful 


Ar che firit eftablifhment of this church under Henry 


_VIll. and Edward Vi. all the bithops took out ¢ommiffions: 


from the crown, for exerciiing their fpiritual jurtf{diction in. 
thefe kingdoms, during, the king’s pleafure only; “ and in 
© their cominiftons acknowledge all fort of jurifdiction, as 
eclefiattical as cryil, to have flowed originally from 
“gai power, as trom a fupreme head, and a fountain and 
of all nbagifracy within his own kingdom.” + 

* You, even he power of ordihation itfelf, which is reck- 


oe 


oned ti. peewicr province of the epifcopal office, the firft re. 


f..inrs- ond tounders of this church derived from the king, 
aid exercifed only as by authority from him, and during his 

© In confequence of this fupremacy, the king, or queen of 
this church hath power to exclude from, or to re-admit into 
it, independent of, yea, in direct oppofition to all bifhops 


and clergy. , The ding or queen, can revoke, at pleafure, any — 


{piriiual cenfures of the bifhops or archbifhops; yea, can of 
themfelves fufpend, deprive, or even excommunicate; or 
can, by their proclamation only, without .the leaft confeffion, 
humiliation, or fatisfaétion, for their offence, pardon and ref- 
tore excommunicated perfons to the bofom of the church 
again. 

‘ By the conftitution of the Church of Chrift, it is ex- 
prefsly ordered and declared, that “ the woman fhall not be 
“ fuffered publicly to teach, nor to ufurp authority over the 
man,” t Tim. ii. 12. But by the conftitution of the 
church-of England, the woman is permitted publicly to teach ; 


“yea, to limit and controul in ipiritual and religious matters, 


and authoritatively, to inftrucét the bifhops and clergy, and all 
the men in the land. ‘Thus did Queen Elizabeth, thus did 
Qiteen Anne, and thus hath every queen authority to do, that 
fits upon our throne; authority to prefcribe and dictate to all, 
both minifters and people, what the one are to preach, and the 
other to receive.’—-Here the author introduces the cafe of 
Whitton, whofe books on the Trinity, the two houfes of 
convocation had folemnly decreed to be dangerous and here- 


tical. - Her majefty determined it againft that venerable and 


learned body. Whence this ingenious writer obferves, ‘50 

a. Henry 8. cap. 1. 937 Henry 8. cap. 17. 1 Eliz. cap. 1. 
+ Burnet’s Hift. Reform. part 2. col. p. gi. 

t Vide Examination of the Codex Juris, &c. p. 32, 33° | 
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her fingle epinicns {trange to relate! her fingle opinion car- 
ried it againft that of her bifhops and clergy. She over- 
rules and fets afide all their proceedings, reftrains and coun- 
teracts them, in one of the very chief of their paftoral func- 
tions, the guarding againit errors and herefies in the church. 

‘ Behold here, Sir, a woman exercifing fpiritual ecclefiaf+ 
tical authority over the man! yea, behold the reprefentatives 
of the clergy of the whole land, a moft learned, grave, and 
vencrable wears 6 waiting upon a woman, to learn from her | 
mouth what the church is to believe and what to reject, as 
to this great myftery of faith: upon a woman, by whofe fole 
determination, (1 repeat it with aftonifhment, and you hear 
it, no doubt, with perplexity and grief) your church was un- 
controulably and authoritatively directed in this deep and m vega ! 
terious point. « 

‘fam prefled with an infuperable difficulty how to recone 
cile this conftitution of the church of England with the con- 
{titution of " Church of Chrift. Are they not moft indifpu. 
tably two different focieties, fubject to two different, fome- 
times oppofite authorities, animated and governed by two dif- 

ferent heads? In Chrift’s church, himfclf is the only fove- 
reign and head: he only hath power to decree ceremonies 
and rites, to Ax terms of communion and authority in points 
of faith: nor hath any earthly prince power to make’ laws in 
his kingdom, which fhall bind the confciences of his fubjects, 
or fovereignly to dictate to his fervants and minifters what 

_ they fhall believe, and what they fhall preach, Yea, his fub- 
jects are exprefsly commanded and charged to receive nothing 
as doctrine, or parts of religion, which are only ‘ command-— 

ments of men.”’ Matt. xv. g. 

‘ But in the church of England, there is another fovercign, 
lawgiver, fupreme head, befides- Jefus Chrift; an authority 
which commands. things Chrift never commanded, which 

teaches doctrines Chrift never taught, which enjoins terms of 

and rites of worthip, he never enjoin- 
ed, &c. 

‘I afk you, Sin: in the name of God, is this the conftitu- 
tion and fraine of the Church of Chrift? Is it not a conftie — 
tution of a quite different nature; a fociety not divinely, but — 
humanly i and therefore, by your own definition, 
not the Church of Chrift? And may not, think you, a perfon 
{cparate peaceably from it without any the leaft 
thereby feparating himfelf from the only apottolic, 
cathojic church ? 
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_ 6 When you ftripped the pope of his fupremacy, and gave 


it to our princes, you fhould have taken care not to have left 


his infallibility behind. An infallike head and director of 
the church, be it woman or man, be it a he or a fhe bifhop, 
is a thing plaufible enough, and carries a good face: but to 
lodge the abfolute direction of the confciences, the faith, and 
the difcipline, of the church with a fallible head! to give a 


_ prince, yea, a lady bred up in all the foftnefles and diverfions 
of a court, an uncontroulable dominion over the religious — 


conduct both of clergy and laity, authoritatively to direct 
what thofe are to preach, and what thefe to believe, as to the 
doctrine of Chrift ! to make her the fole judge in all contro- 
verfies which fhall arife upon any the moft myfterious and 
inextricable points, fo that all the priefts are to afk knowledge 
at her lips, and whatever fhe determines is to be received by 


‘the church as Chriftian verity and truth !—This is fuch a 


conftitution as quite fhocks the underftanding, and comes not 


-awhit behind tranfubftantiation itfelf.” 


The above will fuffice to fhew the ftrain and ability of the — 
writer, and I would alfo hope, induce thofe of your readers 
who have not feen the work itfelf, to take the firft oppor- 
tunity of giving it an impartial perufal. ‘This extract is taken , 
from Letter I. of the lait octavo edition, edb, 


Sept. 26, 1798. PHILOMATH. 
~CORRESPONDENCE, 
To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


Sir, 


Tue following lines are the production of a few of my 
leifure moments, employed in-recording a few recent reflec- 
tions, which were fenfibly imprefled on my mind. As they 
have done my foul good in meditating, writing, and review- 
ing them, I thought poflibly they might be of ufe to others 
alfo. However, I fubmit them to you, to do with them as 
ou pleafe: whether you infert them in your ufeful Mifcel- 
fany or not, you will oblige your young correfpondent, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. | 


On Saturday, Sept. 29, (Michaelmas day) an annual meet- 
ing was held at Guildhall, by the fheriffs, liverymen, Xc. of 
the city of London, for the purpofe of choofing a lord- 
mayor. As I pafled through Mantion-houfe-ftreet for Cheap- 
fide, the right honourable the lord-mayor* with his retinue of 
fervants pafled by, returning to his feat, from Guildhall, ad- 

_ vancing with gentle pace, and attended by a noble band of 
mufic. I could eafily gaze on a proceflion, to me fo uncom- 
mon, and admire the {plendor of the fcene: the grandnefs of | 
the carriages, the richnefs of their drefles, the attendance of — 

liverymen in gold and filver lace; and the founding of horns 
and trumpets, of which I have always been very fond, ra- 

: vifhed my eyes and ears before I was well aware, and carried 

| me almoft beyond myfelf. But, before I had ftood long, recol- 

| lecting an advice given by Dr. Watts, in the fupplement to 

his Logic, “ to endeavour to gain fome knowledge and im- 

_ provement of mind by every view or occurrence,” I roufed 
the nobler powers of my foul for this end, which feemed to 
have given way to the fenfes of feeing and hearing. My re- 
flections foon became fo ftrong as to overpower the eager at- 
tention of my eyes and ears. All the grandeur I had juft . 

been admiring now appeared as very vanity. Ere long, faid 
my foul, thefe gentlemen, fo grand, and all thefe crowding: 
{pectators, the found of whofe carriages and trumpets rend 
the atmofphere, and excite the attention of this wondering 
populace, will be laid low, even in the duft! All this gaiety _ 
will not fcreen from the unrelenting hand of death! Under- 

neath thofe embroidered, crimfon garments is a flefhly hear: , 

capable of the mortal. wound! and poffibly ere this annual. 

: = fhow parade thefe ftreets again, fome of thefe principals may — 

By then be wanting ; may then be laid in the filent grave, where ~ 

- pomp and honours are known no more. And oh! folen y 
thought, if unprepared.—O God of heaven, imprefs the con-. 

cerns of eternity on all our hearts !—Anon a train of rifing 
thoughts occur, occafioned by the crufhing and encreafing 
throng,.and ftrengthened by the refumed found of the horns 

; and trumpets. Think, faid I, O my foul, if this afiembly 

appear grand, how awfully grand will that be, when affem~ 

bled worlds appear at the bar of God? when all will be 
tried for the deeds done in the body. ‘There the greateft 
part will not be mere fpectators; there will not be fuch ho- 
neur as man conferreth, but the honour that will be then, 


_ * The name of the new eleéted Lord-Mayor is Sir Richard 
Cart Glynn | | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


_ will be conferred of God, who feeth not as man feeth, who 


Jooketh not on the outward appearance, but on the heart. 


There this prefent throng will be re-aflembled, and with anx- 
ious concern wait their tinal doom! there all the chiefs of 
_ the earth, ftripped of their grandeur and external pomp, will 
ftand naked and expofed to the all-feeing eye of God, and 
hear the great impartial Judge declare their juft reward! 


i And there, O my foul, divefted of all thy mere pretenfions, _ 
| and fuppofed goodnefs, wilt thou be found among the naked | 


_ throng; and thefe powers of my mind, which now are bufied 


folemn refleGion, will then be employed to anfwer the 


7 tremendous Judge. O my foul, if thou fhould{t be found 
there, deftitute of grace, deftitute of Chrift, thy mouth will 


| be ftopped, and thou wilt be pronounced guilty—awful 
 thought.—O may this folemn reflection make a lafting im- 


preflion on my heart, and beftir me to greater diligence ! 
May I no longer be contented with the name of a Chrittian. 
_ May I no longer be contented with a place in God’s houfe, 


_ and a mere participation of the ordinances; but, may my foul — 


be given up unto God daily, and all my powers continually 


| devoted to him. May Chrift ever dwell in my heart by faith, 
_ and his falvation be all my truft; that, in that great day, [ 


may ftand before him with confidence, and be found without 


fpot, and blamelefs. ‘Then will my foul, with the fouls of 
all the faithful, be borne up on the pinions of angels, through — 
the fathomlefs tracks of ether, and raifed to a manfion-houfe © 
an the kingdom of eternal glory. There | fhall behold the | 
beauties and perfections of my Saviour; there I fhall gaze 


on the glories of the eternal throne; there | fhail fing an- 
thems and hallelujahs for ever and ever, and found the praifes 
ef my God on trumpets and harps of gold. Amen. 
To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


_IT is to be feared that real religion is confiderably upon 
the decline in fome churches. Your correfpondent would be © 
™. much obliged, if any of your learned friends, through the 

| ~medium of your ufeful Mifcellany, would ftate the probable 
™ caufes of this declenfion, and point out the means whereby 


fuch evils may be remedied, and the caufe of Chrilt oT 


Te 


1 & 
fe 
1% 
a 
| 
a. 
? 
J 
4 
7 
' 
J 
£IR 
> 
z 
| 
N 
4 
4 
B 
4 
| 
4 x 
. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 423 


| 


To the Editor of the General Baptiff? Magazine. 
SIR, 
THE fubfequent obfervations havé been excited princi 


pally by reading the article 7 Timotheus, in No. Viale: 
of your ferious Mifcellany. As I fhall not attempt to give | 
a “ critical explanation”’ of the two texts of f{cripture men- — 


tioned therein, I have prefumed to addrefs myfelf api 
to you, requefting that you will favour me, by giving the 


remarks a place in your next number, if you think them 
admifible. 


As itis the duty of every reader to inveltigats ‘Welt thre | 


defign of the writer, fo the latter, before he hazards his 


publication i in the world, ought to ponder ferioufly it’s pro-— 


_bable operation on the mind of fociety. It is the tendenc cy 
of any work that renders the defign laudable, or not. Hf it’s 
tendency is bad, ufelefs, or {in religious enquiries) merely 


fpeculative, it fhould excite in our minds pity and compaffion 
for the author. But every one has not ftrength of mind and 


information fufficient to refift the more pernicious effects of 
fuch productions. It has been often remarked, that ever 


writer has his admirers: and numerous as are thofe of the 
prefent day, and trivial as are their petty productions, ftill © 


there are more readers. Among thefe latter, too many are 
{peculative, and comparatively ignorant. Here, then,~ the 


mifchievous effects of fuch productions will be moft exten. 


five; when, alas! it is this defcription of mankind that 
authors do, or ought, always to defign to benefit and inftruct. 
But if this is not the obvious and neceflary tendency of 
every work, and it admits of the character above fet forth, 
it’s impropriety and inutility will appear in proportion te 


the difcernment of the reader, and it’s pernicious effects on 


fociety will be proportioned to the weaknefs or ignorance of 


the people among whom it may happen to be circulated. 


This is neceflarily the cafe; and it is not to be attributed 


to the folly or depravity of mankind, that it is fo. The. cu- 
' riofity of the world is great and reftlefs ; ; and if authors will | 


raife ufelefs or fpeculative queftions, they are fure to find 
admirers among the unlearned and lower clafs of mankind, 


This may beget in them a fpirit of enquiry (or what ought 


rather to be termed, an itch to be wife), which, as they are 

generally unwary, will moft probably end in their own em- 

barraflment and difappointment. . Hence arifes the neceffity, 

that evcry author thould examine well the tendency of his 
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work or production, before he commits it. If he cannot 
difcern it’s evident utility, he ought rather to commit it to 


_ the flames, than to the public infpection of the world; be- — 
caufe, if it’s tendency be merely fpeculative or ufelefs; he 
fhould confider, that it may coft an incautious or unfkilful — 


enquirer many days, perhaps years, and much pains, to dif- 
‘cover it’s real properties. 

‘To apply thefe obfervations to theological enquiries 
_ merely fpeculative and curious, which are thofe I had prin- 
cipally in view. If an author has curiofity or vanity enough 
ferioufly to propofe queftions concerning the Sacred Perfons 
in the Trinity, the folution of which can only gratify his 
pride and oftentation, and can ferve no valuable practical 


_purpofe to readers in general, I think them much more fit — 


for the clofets of the literati, than the page of a pious mif- 
cellany. ‘The generality of your readers are not competent 
to the inveftigation of enquiries fo profound; and when no 
valuable purpofe can be anfwered by them, it is foolifh and 
mifchievous to attempt to lead them into fuch. ‘The beft 
efforts of the moft able pens, have proved, that they are 
more calculated to bewilder than to inftruét—to amufe the 
curious, rather than to edify the devout. Befides, the mean- 


ing of our bleffed Redeemer in the paflages mentioned, is, I 


think, fufficiently clear, to every attentive reader, to anfwer 
every purpofe defigned by their Divine Author in them; and 
one would charitably conclude, that a perfon who is capable 
of requefting critical explanations of (comparatively diffi- 
_ cult) portions of fcripture, is of fufficient reading to knows 


that the folution of his queftion is not effential to the falva- 
tion of any individual among mankind, It is obvioufly of 


-much lefs importance, if we admit that it is not calculated to 


Jead men into ufelefs and tedious refearches into that fathom=- 


lefs, of which we finite and imperfect creatures know very 
Jittle. The author of An Effay on the ‘Truth and I[nfpira- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures (p. 174), has very judicioufly 
remarked, “ There are many doctrines which I underftand 


to be written in the Bible, and I on that account believe | 


“them; while there are many circumftances and modufes of 
“€ the facts contained or implied in thefe doctrines, which | 


© neither underftand nor belicve, becaufe they are not re- 


© vealed in the fcriptures ;”"—and that “ it is not the modus, 
“ Dut the faé?, which concerns my falvation.”” (p. 172.) 


I think it is a pity, therefore, that the time and attention of 
your readers fhould be mif-fpent in pondering queftions 


which can be of little or no. ufe to them; and Iam forry 
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that the talents and leifure of your correfpondent Timotheus 
are not directed to more practical and important fubjects. 
‘The manner of his prefent queftion, on which I now ani- 


madvert, is almoft like afking, which of the two are the 


biggeft, the firft or the fecond of the three Perfons in the. 
Holy Trinity. I am forry it admits of this obfervation. 
{ am very. much afraid there is too much of the fpirit of 
levity and vanity in it, or theological wit, if the phrafe is 
admiffible. I hope the mind that dictated fuch a queftion 
will not feel itfelf cenfured by the laft quoted author, where 
he denominates the practice of taking up the time of readers 


or hearers in conjectures and opinions “ an idle and carnal: 


practice.” (p. 179.) If it fhould, Iam forry; but, in 


that cafe, I hope one principal purpofe of the writer of thefe 
very imperfect obfervations would be anfwered, namely, to 
diffluade men from fpeculative and abftrufe enquiries, in a 
work evidently defigned for the edification and inftruétion 


of the weak and ignorant. I had been glad, had I feen no 
occafion for thefe remarks; but it is very poffible the 
whole of them have arifen from the imbecility of my 


own judgment. I have no motive, however, but the good 
of mankind. I truft, therefore, 1 fhall be excufed. In 


other refpects, I am as difinterefted as any of the pofterity 


Sept. 23> 1798. 


N.B. The Editor of the G. B. M. acknowledges the good 
fenfe, and the piety of the preceding obfervations; and 
thinks himfelf obliged by the communication of them. He 
does not wifh any thing more fincerely, than that all the 


readers of this Magazine may confider every thing in reli-_ 
gion as having a practical tendency. He is not, however, 


difpofed to deny that the query to which his unknown friend 
adverts might arife from a mind truly devout. Nor would 
he wifh to affirm, that a judicidus anfwer to it would not 
fubferve fome valuable practical purpofes. But he earneftly 


recommends the above letter to the perufal of all his cor- — 
refpondents, and intreats the writer of tt to indulge him 


with many more favours of a fimilar kind. He promifes 
that they fhall always be received with proper acknowledge 
ments, 


3N 


: 
» 
q 
= 
its 
* 
= 
> 
5 
4 
4 
{ 
‘ 


THE 


CHRISTIAN: PHILOSOPHER, 
TV, 


$s Tue LORD BRINGETH THE WIND ‘OU? OF HIS 'TREA- 
DAVID, 


EUSEBES, JUVENIS. 


Cordelia. Wi HAT a boifterous wind we had laft night, 


Sir. I confefs that I was not a little frightened at the naife— 
| At made; and was very impatient for the morning, to folicit. 
_ from you a little information refpecting winds. That we 
_ might have a longer opportunity, I have haftened the prepa- 
rations for breaktaft; and I doubt not but you will make our 


tea-table converfation both pleating and inftructive. 
Juvenis. As I have been kept awake a great part of the 
night by the wind, and was not entirely unapprehenfive of 


danger from it’s violence, I am pleafed, lifter, that you have | 
anticipated me, and propofed this fubject. I heartily join 


you, therefore, in defiring our refpected friend to favour us 


with a few hints on the nature, cauies, and effects of winds. 


Eufebes. The fubject which you have chofen, my friends, 


fucceeds with great propriety our laft might’s converfation, 
and the ftorm that we have fince had: and that, as I per- 
ceive, it has affected us all, will render it peculiarly intereft- 


ing. I fhall therefore Live great fatisfaction in complying 


‘with your requeft, as far as time and abilities may permit. — 
Juv. I was awfully ftruck with the ftrength and violence 


of the wind. It fhook the pilings to it’s very foundation, 


and, I anftold, has blown down feveral ttacks of chimnies 
in the neighbourhood, and torn up fome of the ftrongeft and 
largeft trees. I fhould be glad to know what this pow is 


that produces fuch ftriking effects. 


Eut If that Almighty Being who walketh on the wings 


of the winds, anf calmly direéts their mot furious commo- 


| | tions, 3 
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tions, have not feen fit to interpofe his providential care to 
prevent it, we fhall, I am afraid, Juvenis, foon be informed 
that this {ftorm has produced far more furprifing effeéts, and 
_ caufed misfortunes far more ferious, than any which have yet 
reached our ears. But nature, and all her powers are im his 
eracious hand, and under the controul of his infinite wifdom ; 
and willi therefore, we may be confident, be regulated fo as 
beft to anfwer his divine purpofes. Let us endeavour to 
keep this important truth always prefent to our minds: and 
while we are employed in contemplating the fecond caufes by 
_ which he fees fit to effect his facred defigns, and admiring the 
noble fimplicity of the means which he ufes to perform his 
fovereign will, let us continually look to him as the great 
-Firft Caufe of all other caufes, whofe wifdom directs, and 
whofe power {upports all their operations, WIND is air in 
motion; that is, a blaft of wind is a current of air. If you 
put your hand into a ftanding water, you are not fenfible of 
any preflure one way more than another: but, plunge your 
hand into a rivulet, and you will find that itis driven along 
with the ftream, and requires a conliderable effort to keep it 
in the fame place. This is exactly the cafe with the air. 
As long as it remains unmoved, you do not perceive it’s 
force: but no fooner is a current formed, than it carries with 
it whatever has not ftreneth fufficient to refit it’s impulfe. 

Cor. But how can we fuppofe currents to be formed jin 
the air, Sir? I can eafily perceive how a current of water 
‘is produced, when there is a flope for it to run down, and 
banks within which to confine it. It appears not fo eafy, 
however, to conceive how acurrent can be formed in a con- 
tinued body of the fame fluid, like the air. 

Eufeb. ‘If you recollect what was faid, in our converfation 
laft night, refpecting the elafticity of the air, and it’s proper- 
ties of rarefaction and condenfation, the whole will be clear. 
For, if we fuppofe that one part of the atmofphere has, by 
any means, been rarefied, or rendered thinner and lighter than 
the parts by which it is: furrounded, it’s elatticity will, of 
courfe, be weakened, and the denfer and heavier air will 
ruth Tolwandla this weak and defective part, in’ a continual 


_ current, till the denfity be rendered every where equal, and 


that equal preffure on all it’s parts, without which no a8 
can be at reft, be again reftored. | 
Juv. And what, Sir, are the caufes which are  fuppofed to. 

produce thefe alterations in the denfity of the atmofphere? | 
Eufeb. The chief caufes, by the operation of which the 
Ruler of creation produces thele neceilary effects, are rr 

| | an 
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‘and cold. We have learned from the experiment on the 
| bladder expofed to the fire, that heat rarefies the air, and 
— cold condenfes it. Thofe parts of the atmofphere, therefore, 
are to the of heat muft become more 
| thin, than thofe expofed to the operation of cold; and this in a 
| _ greater or lefs degree according to the intenfity and duration 
_ of the one or the other. When the equality in the denfity 
. of the atmofphere is thus deftroyed, a current immediately 
blows from the colder parts towards the warmer, and conti- 
 nues till the equality be reftored. 
_. Cor. I am afraid, Sir, that I do not comprehend your 
| full meaning. Could you affift my dulnefs by fome familiar 
experiment? 
— Euf. We will try. The room in which we are is pretty 
clofe, and has, I fuppofe, been warmed for an hour or two 
with a brifk fire. The heat of the tea urn, the fteam of the 
| €ups, and the refpiration of three perfons for fome time, have 
all increafed it’s warmth, As the morning is rather frofty, 
‘we may therefore conclude that the air within the room is 
_ confiderably more rarefied than the air without doors. And, 
according to what we have juft faid, there muft, when acom- 
munication is formed between the internal. and external air, 
be a current inwards. ‘To prove whether this be true in fact, 
we will open the door a little, and hold this lighted candle to 
the crevice. You obferve that the flame is blown violently 
inwards, which is the effect of a wind that blows into the 
room. ‘This wind would be brifker if the room were— 
warmer, or the weather colder ; and on the contrary, it would 
Hi! be lefs violent if the difference between the temperature of - 
_. the room, and the outward air, were not fo great. It would 
_ continue till the room was rendered as cold as the yard, and 
then would ceafe. On this general principle, it is eafy to 
account for the moft particular circumftances that have been 
obferved in the courfe, continuance, and changes of the more 
general winds: though an ignorance of many peculiar caufes, 


| which may accidentally contribute to rarefy the air, may 


render it more difficult to affign the reafon of the changes, 
duration, &c. of local and partial winds. 

Cor. But look here, Sir! When I hold re dindle to the 
bottom or middle of the door, the flame is indeed blown in- — 
wards ; but when I hold it towards the top, it is blown out- 
wards. Now, Sir, what can be the reafon of this? Are 
there two winds blowing at the fame Ame, the one inwards, 

and the other outwards 
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i Eafe. Moft certainly, Cordelia, there are, and alittle 
refletion will enable you to account for what appears fo 
fingular. As the outward air rufhes into the room the warm 
rarefied air, which filled it before, and which is much 


| 


lighter, naturally rifes towards the cieling. Frefh ftreams 
of denfe air continually preffin "g into the room, force the 
t 


upper air to efcape at the top of the door, and blow off in 
a contrary current. ‘This contrary current continues till, 


being reduced to the fame temperature, it mixes with the 


furrounding atmofphere. And obfervation will difeover the 
fame procefs take place on a larger feale. When a brifk 
blaft blows near the earth from any point, you may fre- 


— quently {ee the high light clouds carried in a direction exaly 


¢ontrary ; which proves that at no very confiderable height 
there are often currents of air moving contrary to thofe at 
the earth. 

Juv. It is eafy, Sir, I think, on this principle, to per- 
ecive why the pane is carricd up the chimney. The fire 


-rarefies the air in the fire-place, and by the continual rufh- 


ing in of the cool air, a current is formed, which blows up 
the chimney, and carries the {moke, vapours, &c. with it.» 
Fufeb. You are perfeGily right, Juvenis. And it is 
equally eafy to conceive the danger to which a perfon expofes 
himfelf by fitting near a broken window, a door, or any 


communication with the outward air, ina warm room. The 


cold air rufhes in with the greater violence, the lefs the aper- 
ture, and blowing with a conftant ftream upon fome part of 
the body, not unfrequently produces fatal effeéts. 

Juv. If winds be the natural effect of the operation of 
heat on the air, would it not be poflible, Sir, in countries 
where the weather is regular, to foretell their beginning and 
direCtion ? 


_Euf. In the regions between the tropics there isa remarkable 


inftance of what you hint at. The fun in thofe countries is 


nearly vertical, that is, directly over the heads of the inha- 
bitants, through the whole year. His heat, therefore, is 
intenfe 5 and the air, through which he darts his perpendi- 


cular rays, is much rarefied. The confequence is, that a 


current of air‘continually follows him in his daily courfe, 


- from thofe parts of the atmofphere which have been con- 
denfed by the coldnefs of the night. © Hence it is found that 


a conftant wind always blows, in the open feas, in thofe' 
parts, from eaft to welt. ‘This wind is what failors call the 


| | | | trade 
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trade wind, and which is of the greateft advantage 1 in navi+ 
gating the Indian feas. 

Cor. I have often heard feamen talk of the trade winds, 
but never knew before what they meant. Pray, Sir, do not 
thefe winds blow at land as well as at fea? 

Eufeb. No: inthe open feas there is a uniform furface 
for them to blow over. But at land the winds are often 
turned out of their ufual courfe, by the intervention of moun- 
tains, and other ob{truétions. Befides, the different quality 
of the foil, over which a wind blows, wili, even in the fame 
climate, have a very confiderable effe@ on it. A warm, 
dry foil, for inftance, will naturally rarefy the air more than 
a cold, moiit one: and many partial caufes, of different 
natures, contribute to render it more difficult to af{certain the 
-eircumftances of the wind at land than at fea. 

Cor. F heard a gentleman lately returned from the Eatt 
Indies mention the monfoons. Pray, Sir, what are thev? — 
Eufeb. The monfoons are periodical winds, which, in 
the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian fea, and in the parts of 7 
the i sil Ocean which lie near the Equator, blow fix months | 
one-way, and then change their divsion, and blow other 
fix months from a point direétly oppofite. The reafon of | 
thefe winds is eafily deducible from the general principles ale | 
ready iftated, affifted by a confideration of the earth’s annual 
and diurnal motions. At prefent we fhall only add that the F 
_ general and periodical winds have the happiett effect in acce- 
-Jerating the mutual intercourfe of the different nations of the | 
earth, by rendering navigation certain and expeditious ; and | 
afford a ftriking difplay of the wifdom and goodnefs of that 
Being ‘* who looketh to the ends of the carth, and feeth 
«< under the whole heaven, to make a weight for the 
wind.” 

Cor. LI have fometimes been ready to wonder, Sir, whv 
the winds generally retain the fame properties. Why the 
north wind, for example, is always cold, &c. 

Eufeb. Tt has already been obferved, that the winds are 

affected by the temperature of the countries over which they 
blow. Recollecting this, and cafting your eye over the map 

-. of the world, that hangs oppotite, you will foon-fee the rea- 
fon of the different properties in the winds to which you 
allude. “The north wind comes to us in England from the | | 
ice and {now of the polar, regions, and is therefore well oy 
fiocked with the particles of froftandcold. The fouth wind, | 


on the contrary, is warted acrois the warm plains of Spain 
and 
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the feorching, defarts of Africa. No wonder then 


it is hot and’ fultry. The vait Atlantic ocean lies on the 
weft of us, and fends a plentiful fupply of moifture by the 
blafts that blow over ‘St. While the eaft wind, that traverfes 
the continent of Europe and Afia, has lefs humidity, but is 
frequently very piercing. Thefe obfervations, however, apply 

chiefly to the more fixed and durable winds. For many of — 


‘the fhort gufts of wind, which are experienced in our unfettled 


climate, are the effects of very partial caufes, and confined 
to a narrow extent. 


Juv. I have often’ heard of whirlwinds ; and had once 


the opportunity of fecing one. I was much furprifed at the 


force with which it tore up the plants, and even the very 
ftones, raifed them to a confiderable height, and carried them 
a vreat t diftance. How do you fuppofe, Sir, that whirlwinds 
are produced? 

Eurb, They are the effect of a fudden and great tarefac- 
tion of the air in a particular place. This rarefaction is pro- 
duced by fome partial caufe, fuch as a flafh of lightning, or 
the like. The farrouelding air rufhes in from all fides to 
reftore the equal denfity, and the different ftreams, encoun- 
tering at the centre, drive the current round with an impe- 
tuofity fcarce to be conceived. Very heavy bodies have fre- 
quently been carried by it to great diftances 5 and I recollect 
reading an account of an entire wooden houfe, which was 
taken up by a whirlwind, carried whole through the air, and 
at lait fet down again unhurt in a different neighbourhood. 

Juv. That was a remarkable cir ‘um {tance indeed, Sir, 
and recalls to my memory an account of a wind, which | 
lately read, and which appeared to me very fingular. At the 
Cape of Good Hope there is a mountain, which they call the 
Table Mount. The top of this mount is frequently covered 


with a! {mall dark cloud. From this cloud there iffues a wind, 


which rages fometimes for months together, with fuch vio- 
lence as to unroof the houfes, drive the thips from their moor- 
ings, and fpread defolation through the whole fettlement. 
This wind ceafes entirely. at a certain hour every 
day, is ftill for about two hours, and then breaks out afrefh 
with unabated fury. 

~ Cor. When I hear of fo much mifchief done by y the winds 
and ftorms, ] am fometimes almoft tempted to with there were 
none; and that we enjoyed a conftant calm, uninterpted by 


{uch difagrecable commotions. 


Eufeb. We are too ready, Cordelia, to let our fancies 


‘outrun our judg sment, and to form wifhes before we have duly 


conii- 


} 
he 
5 
{ 
| 
4 
*% 
4 
2 
& 
é 
| 
| 


} 


) 


432 ‘THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER. 


om 


wait for your illuftration. 


_ confidered how far the accomplifhment of them would be ta 
our real benefit. When we prefume to examine the works 


of an all-wife and indulgent Creator; we ought always to 
maintain in our minds a deep fenfe of our own ignorance, 
and a fincere conviction, that whatever he does is for fome 
purpofe worthy himfelf. The Creator of the whole earth 


has made nothing in vain. If, therefore, at any time we may 
not be able to comprehend the ufe or propriety of any of the 
works of his hands, we ought to impute it to the imperfection’ 


of our knowledge, and be aflured, that he has not only wife, 


but benevolent, purpofes to accomplifh, even by thofe very 
_ things which may appear to us the moft difficult to be recon- 
Ciled to his‘ wifdom and goodnefs. In the prefent cafe, how- 
ever, we can difcover many advantages, great and eficntial 


advantages, which we derive from the winds. Not to men- 


tion the convenience and benefits which fociety derive from 


windmills, and other contrivances to employ the ftrength of 
the winds in our fervice ;—not to infift upon the unfpeakable 


advantage which the world has received from navigation, an | 
art entirely dependent on the winds, and which has contri- 


buted more to the civilization of mankind, and the fpread 


~ of ufeful knowledge of every kind, than perhaps any other . 


natural means:—not to enumerate thefe, and many more 


_ inferior bleffings, which we. owe to the winds, it will full 


fhew the impropriety of your wifh, to obferve that, without 
winds, we could not live. 
Cor. I beg pardon, Sir.’ There are, I am convinced, 


many great advantages which we derive from the winds. I 
do not, however, yet fee how they are neceflary to animal 


life. I doubt not but you will be able to prove it, and I 


Euf. ‘he air is the great repofitory of the ruins of ail 
the bodies in nature. “The imperceptible, though conftant, 
fteams emitted by all animals, while living, are all received 
into it, as well as the parts of their bodies, as they are de- 
tached by putrefaction, when dead, ‘The plentiful effluvia 
from the various tribes of the vegetable kingdom, the moft 
noxious equally with the moft healthful, are all depofited in the 


air. The offenfive fumes from fermenting dunghills, ftagnant 
waters, putrid bogs, finks, common fewers, and the like, with 
the poifonous fteams continually arifing from the dye-houfe, 
the laboratory, and the numerous fires, ovens, furnaces, &c. 
all rife into the air, and fill it with an inconceivable quantity 
of floating matter, of natures the moft oppofite, and qualities 


the moft deftructive to animal life, that can well be imagined. 
When 
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When we refled what a cloud of thefe pernicious exhalations 


is hourly rifing from fuch a city as London, we fhall fee. 


abundant caufe to adore the providence of God, who has 


appointed the winds to fcatter thefe vapours, and purify the 


atmofphere. Did not they, by agitating the air, partly pre- 
Cipitate thefe effluvia, and partly drive them to a diftance, we 
fhould hardly be able to live in a common village; and Lon- 
don would quickly become a fink of corruption, and the 
grave of it’s inhabitants. ‘ The winds are the common 
“ fervants of mankind, commiffioned not only to warm and 
“ cool us by turns, but alfo to keep our habitations clean 
“and wholefome. ‘This office they perform with all imagin- 
“able decency, carrying away invifibly every thing that 
“ might infect or corrupt the air; yet we, perhaps, fearcely 
“ ever attend to the conttant fervices and good offices which 


“< we receive from the winds, but are perpetually complaining 
“ of every little blaft that proves. offenfive to our fqueamifh 


“ humours.” 

Befides, it is well known, that we cannot breathe the air, 
which has been once breathed, without endangering our lives, 
For the air, in paffing through the lungs, lofes it’s vital 
quality, and is no longer capable of fupporting animation. 


confumption, then, is there of this vivifyine quality of the 


air in a great city! and how neceffary, on this account only, — 


that there be a continual fupply of frefh air daily furnifhed 
for it’s ufe! But were the air perfectly calm, and had it no 


currents, it is not eafy to conceive how this fupply could be 


obtained. 


Many other confiderations might be added, but our time 
is nearly gone ; and [ am engaged immediately after breakfaft. — 
Theie hafty hints will be ufeful to infpire us with gratitude | 


Repeated experiments have fhewn, that a man of a moderate 
fize requires a gallon of frefh air every minute, and that a 
lighted candle, and every fire equal to a lighted candle, de- 
ftroys an equal quantity in an equal time. Whatan amazing 


to that Being, who giveth to all breath; and will enable us” 
to confider the winds, as well as the calms, as inftances of 


his wifdom and goodnefs. 
Cor. Lam forry, Sir, that you are engaged fo foon. You . 


have infpired me with fuch a defire of knowledge, that I fhould | 
be happy to fpend the whole day in fuch agreeable and in- 
ftructive converfation. It is fo different from the trifling 
prattle, with which our fex are ufually entertained, that, while 
Iam engaged in it, I {sem to acquire a new dignity, and par- 


take more of the enjoyments of a rational creature. It a 
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would not, however, be reafonable for my gratification ta 
intrude on your more ferious avocations. You will, I hope, 
do us the favour to take a cup of tea with us in the after- _ 


Euf. It will not be in my power to accept your kind 
invitation to tea. But, as I fhall be detained in this village 


till evening, if you can conveniently furnith me with accom-_ 


modations for another night, [ will cheerfully endeavour to 


recorhpenfe your kindnefs, by refuming, at fupper, our phi- 
lofophical converfations. | 


Juv. We are fincerely obliged to you, Sir, for this 
friendly condefcenfion. We fhall efteem ourfelves highly 


honoured by your company, and fhall confider your conver- 
{ation as an abundant recompence for your entertainment. 


SACRO BOSCO. 


2 | 
| 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


"THE Baptifts have lately opened 4 {mall place of worfhip 


at Hackney, near London. Several miniiters preached’ 


there in turns. A {mall church is now eftablifhed there, 
over which, the Rev. Mr. Rantz, who has been a member of 
the Rev. Mr. Upton’s church, was ordained paftor, on the 


3d of O&tober. The Rev. Mr. Newman, of Old Ford, © 


began the fervice, as ufual, by prayer and reading the 


| feriptures. The Rev. Dr. Jenkins, of Walworth, propofed 


the ufual queftions to‘the people and minifter; took Mr. 
Rantz’s confeffion of faith, and made a few obferyations upon 
ordination, impofition*of hands, &c. Rev. Mr. A. Booth 
offered up the ordination prayer; and, with Dr. Jenkins, and 
Mr. Broady, laid hands on the ordained minifter. Rev. 


Mr. Upton, of delivered a difcourfe from 


1 Tim. iv. 16. to the ordained minifter, and to the people. 


Rev. Mr, Sowerby, minifter at Pancras, concluded the fo-_ 


lemnity with prayer. Rev. Mr. William Shenfton, minifter 


in Ayliffe-ftreet, gave out the hymns, at proper intervals, 


throughout the fervice. The Rev. Mr. Palmer, Independent 


minifter at Hackney, kindly allowed them the ufe of his 


jarge meeting-houfe. The congregation was large, and the 


-fervice was conducted decency and folemnity. Our 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


prayer. 1S, that the effects may be, the glory of our bleffed 


Saviour, the Lord and Head of his church, and great good ta 


the fouls of men, 


— 


On Wednefday, thee 3d of O&tober, the half-yearly meeting 
of the three hedheuheaiaan of Diffenters in the county of 
Leicefter, was held at Great Wigfton, at the Independent 
Two excellent fermons were preached : firft 
by the Rev. Mr. Jones of Kibworth, from Matth. xiii. 9. 
‘© Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” ‘The latter by the 
Rev. S. Deacon, of Barton, from Matth. v. 16. “ Let your 
“light fo fhine before men, that they may fee your good 


S works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” ‘The 
whole fervice was animating, inftructive, and edifying. A 
_ plain and fuitable ordinary was provided at the Bell inn; and 
after dinner, the rules of the aflociation, and the minutes of 


the laft meeting, were read, together with the queitions + 
pointed to be propofed at each meeting, Viz. 
1. What can be done, or fuggelted, by the prefent mecting, 


_ which may more effectually promote the caufe of religion 1 in 


general, in this kingdom ? 
2. Is there any thing which fem} to call our attention, 


more efpecially i in thts county, by which the intereft - religion 


may be promoted? 

3. Are there any individuals prefent, who defire to Propofe 
a cafe of a more private nature ? 

The two former queftions produced fome topids of con- 
verfation, and a candid and pleafant difcuffion. ‘The meetin; 
was conducted with the pease harmony, and, it is hoped, 


without exciting in any the leaft painful fenfations, except. : 
_ that it concluded too abruptly, before the bufinefs could wel! 


be got through. The next mee*'ng to be held at Barton, 
the ere Wednefday i in May, 1799; and it is hoped that bur 


brethren in general will fanction it with their prefence, and 


endeavour in future to promote the important objects in views 


which are, th unity of all Chriftians, and the extention Of 
the Redeemer’ S kingdom, 


On Aug. 1798, the General Baptifts at 
Barton and Hugglefcoat, in the county of Leicefter, divided 


-jnto two diftinét churches; and will be diftinguifhed, in 


future, by the names of the General Baptift church at Barton, 
and the General Baptitt church at Hugglefcoat. Deacon, 


of 
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_ thought proper to divide, 
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of Barton, near Market Bofworth, Leicefterthire, remains 
paftor of the church at Barton; anil Mr. Thomas C Orton,| of 
is the minifter pf the church at Hugelefcoat. 
It may be proper to note; that the church at Barton and 


ie Hugglefcoat, under the paftoral care of S. Deacon, has re- 


ceived, by baptifm, one hundred and fixty members, within 
the laft tein years, which, added to the perfons in it before, 
amounts to about two hundred and fixty members, who are 
{cattered abroad in many. villages; fo that it became almoft 
impoflible to aflemble in one place, Qn this account, it was 


OBITUARY, 


N June laft died, after a long illnefs, borne admirable 
tranquillity and fortitude, Mrs. Merlott, widow of the late 
Alderman Merlott, and eldeft daughter of the late Rev. 
William Foot, many years a refpeétable General Baptift 
minifter in Briftol. “This worthy lady was endeared to her 


friends by many amiable qualities, and to the poor by kind- 
mefs and generolity. ‘She was a zealous friend to the inte- 
refts, and an ornament to the profeflion, of religion. By her 


will, fhe bequeathed a legacy of 2ool. in the 2 per cents, 
reduced, to the fund of the General oT in poneon. 


A WARNING TO. PARENTS. 


“On Lord’s-day; O&t. 14, a melancholy accident happened 
at Hoxton, near London. A poor woman having occafion | 
io go out, lighted her fire, id left a young child in bed. 
in her abfence the child got out of bed, and went to the 


Bh. fre, which caught it’s fhirt. Getting into bed again, it’s 


thitt fet fire to the bed-clothes; and, before afiiftance could 


~ be obtained, the poor child was buried to death. The houfe 


itfelf was faved oreat 
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LIFE AND DEATH OF MR. JOSEPH ALLEINE; 
LATE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT TAUNTON 
IN SOMERSETSHIRE, AND AUTHOR OF THE 
ALARM TO THE 


Continued from page 400; 


As< a mninifier, befides his labours in that great congregas 


tion where the Lord had placed him, the care of many other 
‘churches lay daily upon him. He went abroad frequently 
+ into other parifhes about the coun wh , amongft poor ignorant 
people that lived in’ dark corners, 

of their fouls, preached to them himfelf; and ftirred up many 

of his brethren to do the. like, whofe forward minds readil 
joined with him in fetting up lectures in feveral places. He 
had an eye to the poor Welfh, and had an influence upon 
Aending minifters among them, intending alfo to have 
- fpent fome- time among them himfelf; and was hardly with- 
held from it by all the perfuafions of his friends, who told 


him his inability to travel, by reafon of the great weaknels 
that he lay under. 


The reading of this did fo inflame the zeal of my reverend — + 


_ brother, Mr. Thomas Gouge, as himfelf told me, that he 
was reftlefs in his fpirit, till (having {ettled his affairs abouit 
- London) he had liberty and opportunity to profecite this 
defign: fince which ke he hath made many journies, both 
South and North Wales, where hath much good ; 
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dnd, by the help of divers of his reverend brethren in fhe 
miniftry, and many others, hath placed out many hundreds 


| _ ef poor children to fchool to learn Englifh, hath given them 


| | Catechifms, and other good books, befides Bibles and New 
'Teftaments in Welfh; and hath procured the printing of 


i ‘Welfh Bibles (whereof there were very few to be had), of 


the Practice of Piety, &c. to be diftributed among them, as 
_.~ qs well known to many, who have put to their helping hands 

to promote fo excellent and worthy a work. Bees 
| See what teftimony Mr. ry Newton, the reverend 
> paftor of Taunton, gives of Mr. Jofeph Allcine, whofe 


©Mr. Jofeph Alleine,’ faith he, came to my affiftance 
anno Chrifti 1655, being then about one and twenty years 
_. old, arid we continued together till the d/ack day came. He 
was a young man of fingular accomplifhments, both natural 
+ and acquired. His intellects folid, his memory ftrong, his” 
_. affections lively, his learning much beyond the ordinary fize, | 
and, above all, his holinefs was eminent, his converfation. 
exemplary ; and, in brief, he had a good head, and a better 
‘Much of his time he fpent in private converfes with | 
God and his own foul. He much delighted to perform fecret 
t ‘devotions in the fight of heaven, and in the open air, when 
his opportunities ferved. Many days he kept alone, and then 
_ {by his good will) he would betake himfelf to a folitary 
' houfe, probably that he might freely ufe his voice, as his 
affections led him to, which he could not have done where 
' there were inhabitants; and that he might converfe with — 
God, without avocation and diftradtionn 
< His fociety with others was always mingled with holy 
‘and heavenly difcourfes. He took all opportunities to inftruét, 
- _ exhort, and reprove, which he never failed to do when he 
judged it neceflary, whatever the event might prove. And 
truly, his reproofs were accompanied with fuch humility, 
felf-condemnation, and compaffion, that they fel- 
dom, if ever, did mifcarry. 
~  €In the houfes where he fojourned, his lips fed many: 
God freely poured grace into his lips, and he freely poured — 
it out to others. None could live quietly in any open fin_ 
_ under his infpection. When he came to abide in any houfe, 
he brought falvation with him; and when he departed, he © 


falvation behind him. When he was tran{planting 


{lf from one family to another, as his occafions fometimes 


required, he would cal all the people, one by one, into his 
chamber, 
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ehamber, from whence, it was obferv 
returned with dry eyes. 2 

‘In the duties of the firft table he was very exemplary, 
and near to rigour. His righteoufnefs exceeded even that 


) that fcaree any one 


of the Pharifees: yet alfo was he as exact in the duties of — 


the fecond table: a man of morals; never fpotted with any 


_unjuft or uncharitable act. The failing of many profeflors 
in this kind, drew from him many prayers, tears, complaints, 


and lamentations. 


‘He had an eminently free and bountiful heart, to his 
power, yea, and beyond his power, as is before exprefled. 
He did good to all, efpecially to the houfehold of faith. He 
was full of holy projects for the advancement of both the fpi+ 
ritual and temporal good of others, which he fo:vigoroufly 
and prudently profecuted, that they feldom mifearried. 

He was a man of extraordinary condefcenfion to the infir- 
_mities of weaker brethren, and ufed to deal with them in fo 
humble, loving, and fweet a way, “ as confidering himfelf, 
“¢ left he alfo might be tempted.” In their confeffed failings, 
he was not fupercilious and cenforious, but laboured to 
“ reftore them with the fpirit of meeknefs.” He believed 
and hoped all things that were to be believed and hoped: 
and when he deeply condemned the action, he would not 
judge of the eftate of the perfon. And thouzh he was fufh. 
ciently mild in his judgment of others, yet was he fevere 


enough in his judgment of himfelf. 


matters doubtful and difputable, he was nat peremp- 


tory: he laid not more weight and flreis upon motions and 


cpinions in religion than belonged to them, He was not like 


many, who are fo over-confident in their determinations, that 
they will hardly hold communion, nay, fcarce fo much as a 
pleafing converfation, with any man, how gracious foevery 
who cannot think, and fpeak, and act, as they do in every 


thing. He would freely and familiarly converfe with thofe — 


who were found in the faith, as to the fundamentals of reli- 

gion, and holy in their lives, of all perfuafions. 14 
‘ His minifterial employments were more facile to him 
than to many others, being of a quick conceit, of a re:dy, 
{trong, and faithful memory, of a free and nervous exprefhon, 
and, above all, having a holy heart, that was always boiling 
up with good matter. He was apt to preach and pray, and 
ready on all occafions to lay out himfelf in fuch wok: 
though his warning fometimes was very fhort, he confidently 
eaft himfelf upon the Lord’s affiftance, who had never failed 
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him, and fo went freely about his work, without | diftrace 


tions. 


‘He began upon a very confiderable ftock of Itarning: 


having gifts both minifterial and perfona!, much beyond the 


proportion of his years, and grew excetdingly i in his abilities. 
and graces in a litle time, fo that kis profiting appeared 


unto all men; and he waxcd very rich in heavenly treafure, 
by God’s bleffing on a diligent hand, fo that he was behind 
in no good gift. God bleffed him with all fpiritual bleffings : 
In heavenly things, and he returned all to heaven again. 


He ferved God with all his might, and with all his ftrength, 
He was abundant in the wark of the Lord. He did not go, 


but run, the ways of (sod’s commandments. “ He did run, 
and was not weary: he did walk, and was not faint.” He 


prcffed hard towards the mark, till he attained it. His race 
was {wif: and fhort, and his end glorious. — 


“He was infatiably greedy of the converfion of fouls, 
wherein he had no fmall fuccefs in the courfe of his miniftry 3 
and to p:omote this end, he poured out his very heart in 
-praye and preaching. He imparted, not the gofpel only, but his 


ow. fou, tohis hearers, His fupplications and exhortations 


Were many times fo affectionate, fo full of holy zea} and— 
life, that they quite overcame his auditors Fle fo melted 


over them, that he thawed, mollified, and fometimes diflolved 
the hardeft hearts. But while he melted others, he waited, 
and ait laft confumed himfelf. 


© He was not fatistied with thefe his public employments, but 


-conilantly went from houfe to houfe, and there particularly 


where he had a free reception, dealt both with governors, 
children, and feryants, inftructing them efpecially in the great 
fundamentals, both of the law and the gofpel, whom he found 


to be ignorant; gently reproving where he found any thing 
amils ; exhorting them to diligence, both in their general and 


particular callings ; ; and, hore he found any defective in it, 
he earneftly entreated them to fet up the worfhip of God in 
their families, and to make them little churches, by their 


conftant reading of the word of God, that fo the word of 


Chrift might dwell richly in them; as alfo, by a careful 


¢atechifing, both of children and fervants, and (according to 
the | ‘governor’s abilities) that they fhould, by conference, 
‘repetition of fermons, and efpecially by morning and evening 
B sci avoid that dreadful indignation which hangs over the. 


eads of thofe families which call not upon the name of 
the Lord. He infpeéted, fo far as he could, into the ftate 
every particular perfon, and accordingly 
Orted, 
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forted, ahd encouraged, as hhe found occafion: yet all with fo 
much tendernefs, humility, and f-lf-denial, that he gained 


much upon the affeions of all that entextailied him, and > 


wrought them at leaft to an outward conformity; infomuch, 
that fuch as were not vifited at the firft, at length came forth 
and called upon him to come and help them alfo. 

§ Thus did he wear out himfelf to give light and heat unto 
others. He allowed himfelf too little fleep to recruit thofe 
{pirits which he had wafted with labour a. wakening, He 
rofe conftantl y at four o’clock in the morning at fartheft, and 
that in the cold winter time, that having had commu:ion with 
God, he might be the earlier at his other ftudjes and einploy- 
ments. | 


‘ He was a very grave, ftrict, fe rious, campafed young 


man; yet not rigid in his principles. His modzration) was 
known to all that knew him. He held that feparation tm a 


church was many times neceffiry, from the known corrup- 
tions of it; but allowed not feparation from achurch, where 
active compliance with fome finful evil was not made the 
condition of communion, 

¢ When he catechifed the greater fort in public, he began 


with prayer for a bleffing upon that dut Then having 
mbly’ 


ropounded fome quettions out of the A s Catechifm, 
IS Care was, not only to make them perfect in relearbing the 
anfwers there fet down, but alfo to bring them toa clear 


-mnderftanding of the fenfe and meaning of the faid anfwers, 


and of all the terms and phrafes in which they were exprefled ; 
and to draw fome practical inferences from the fame. He 
farther inftructed them, by propofing feveral other collateral 
quettions, befides thofe in the Catechifm, which himfelf had 
before drawn up, and fent them in writing. 


‘In the evening of each Lord’s-day, he ufed to repeat his” 


fermon in the church, to which very many people reforted ; 
and when he had done, fome youths were called forth, who 
gave him an account of all the heads of his fermon by their 


¢ When he went from heal to houfe, he ufed to give them 
notice the day before, defiring that he might have admittance, 
and that they would have thei- whole family together again 
he came ; ; which heing done, he ufed to inftru@ the younger 
fort in thé principles of religion, by afking queftions out of 


the Catechifm, the anfwers whereunto he ufed to open and 
explain. He ufed alfo to enquire of them about their fpiri- 


tual eftate, labouring to make them fenfible of the evil and 
dang ver of fin, of the corruptign and depravation of our na- 
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tures, and of the mifery of an unconverted ftate; provoking | 
them to look after the true remedy propofed in the gofpel, 


to turr from all their fins unto God, to clofe with Chrift upon 
his own terms, to follow after holinefs, to watch over their 


hearts and lives, to mortify their lufts, to redeem their time, 


and to prepare for eternity. .Thefe things he explained to 


their underftandings, and preffed upon their confciences with - 
‘the moft cogent arguments and confiderations he poffibly 
could: fhewing what great privileges they did enjoy, the 
‘many gofpel fermons they did or might heai, the many talents 


they were entrufted withal, and the great account they were 
to give unto God of the fame, &c. Befides, he left with 
them feveral counfels and directions, to be carefully remem- 
bered and practifed for the good of their fouls. 

‘ Such as were ferious and religious he ufed to help for- 
ward in holinefs, by anfwering their doubts, refolving their 


cafes, and encouraging them againft their difficulties and dif. 
-couragements ; and before he left them, he ufed to deal with 


the governors, and with fuch as were grown up to ycars of 


difcretion, fingly and apart, that fo, as much as poflibly he 


could, he might know the condition of each particular perfon, 
and the better apply himfelf to each of them. If he found 
them to neglect family duties, he ufed to prefs them to fet 


them up, by reading the word of God and prayer, giving 


them directions therein, and exhorting them to the practice 
_ of fecret duties. He alfo perfuaded miftrefles of families to 
_ give their children and fervants time for fuch fecret duties, 


and to encourage them therein; and fometimes himfelf would 


pray with them before his departure. If the copy where | 


he came was ignorant, he would infift the longer in initructing 


and catechifing; if loofe, in reprovinyg and convincing; if: 


godly, in encouraging and directing. — 


+ ©He ufed to fpend five afternoons every week in thefe 
exercifes, from one or two o’clock till feven: in which {pace | 
he ufed to vifit three or four families, fometimes more, as they 


were greater or lefs. Thus he went through the whole 


town, and then prefently began again: and he did often blefs 
God for the great fuccefs that he found in thefe exercifes, faying, — 
that God made him hereby as, inftrumental to the good of 
fouls as by his public minittry.” 


‘To be continued, 
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PORTANCE OF CULTIVATING’ A 
TASTE FOR READING, AS THE MOST EFFEC- 
TUAL WAY OF FACILITATING THE ATTAIN=. 
MENT OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE, 


— 


| 
LETTER IV 


| 
| | HINTS CONCERNING A PLAN, 


SIR, 


jt O complete my defign in bringing this fubje& before 
your hea it remains, to produce a practicable plan, by 
which one of the {trongeft objections which may be alledged 
againft what I have already fubmitted to them, may be 


effectually removed. ‘Io this object I fhall devote the pre- 


fent letter. 
As books are expenfive, and the greater part of the General 


Baptifts are in low circumftances, it is not to be expected, 
that all of them can fpare much money for the purchafe of 


them; and confequently it is not in their power individually 


to procure, what would be fufficient to furnifh them with the 


neceflary information, on thofe fubjects we have ventured to 
recommend ; and the importance of which will appear on the 
flighteft confideration. But what, in many cafes, an indivi- 


dual cannot himfelf effect, may be effected by the united 
efforts of many. It is exactly fo in the prefent cafe. A 


number of perfons affociating together, and forming a reading 


fociety, or focieties, by fubfcribing a {mall fum monthly, which 
they may eafily fave with care, and which they will fcarcely — 


mifs, will be able to procure, in time, a variety of books on 


time they have to fpare. 


Reading focieties are formed, with good effeat, in different 


parts of this kingdom; and it yields me peculiar pleafure to 


find the number increaling. ‘This appears to be particularly 


the cafe in Scotland, where, it is faid, the number is increafing 
very faft. In my view of the fubject, the importance of 
ie ehlight- 


every important fubject, fufficient to hill up advantageoully the 


. 
4 
| 

| 
| 

} 

| 

| 
| 

a 

| 

3 

4 

H 

‘ 

a 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


enlightening all clafles of fociety, and the advantages refulting 
from it to individuals and the community at large, with 
regard to government, to morals, and to human happinefs ; are 
fo great, that 1 cannot help anticipating the approaching and 
expected porind, when the moft benevolent difpofitions fhall 
reign, national animolities and party fpirit fubfide, and nations 
learn war no more. If ever mankind be delivered from 
gloomy {fuperftition, from narrow-minded prejudices; from 
_ political and ecclefiaftical opprefhions, and enjoy the delights 


_ of competence, tranquility, and permanent freedom, in all it’s 


branches; it can only be effected by informing the public 
mind: and if ever this be done, it can only be accomplifhed 
by circulating knowledge, and exciting a fpirit of enquiry 
and difcuffion. Surely none can deprecate the arrival of fuch 
a period, view it with fullen malignity,; or endeavour to retard 
it’s approach, except thofe inveterate foes to intellectual light; — 
political and ghoftly tyrants, whofe felffh fyftems are built 
on the ignorance of mankind, and which can nomore endure 
the light of truth, than an owl can endure the fun-beams ;_ 
and which mutt inevitably fall, the inftant the minds of the 
people are fufficiently enlightened. 
In the place where I live, there are two reading focieties; 
in one of which I have been a member for feveral years. 
When our fociety commenced, we fubfcribed two fhillings | 
and fix-pence each to begin with, and have fince fubfcribed 
fix-pence each monthly, to ftock. We have articles to re- 
gulate our proceedings, a fteward, who is prefident of the 
‘meeting, receives the fubfcriptions, purchafes the books, and 
keeps the accounts. We meet once a month, at a member’s 
houfe, proceeding by rotation to the houfes of all the mem- 
bers who live in the place. Books are chofen by ballot, as — 
_alfo are new members. By this fmall fubfcription, with the 
money arifing from the fale of thofe which the fociety has 
read, we are enabled to purchafe as many as the greater part | 
of the members can find time to read. The other fociety — 
keep a ftanding library; and this plan we adopted for fome | 
time, but, as our number was then fmall, we difcontinued it, 
and have now a fale about twice in the year, when the books 
we have done with are purchafed by the members, which, on 
an average, fell at half the price they firft coft. By this 
* means we increafe our {tock, and are able to procure a con- 
fiderable number of books. We have now near twenty 
_ members. More than thefe would be inconvenient, as the 
books would be too long in circulating round. We take 
one Review, that we may know what is pafling in pyre 
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world, as well as to enable us to form a better judgment of 
many of the books we purchafe. | 

Such a plan appears both eligible and practicable, becaufe 
the expenfe attending it is very fmall, and yet it will fupply 
_ the means of procuring as many books as the greater part of 


thofe engaged in the active purfuits of life will be able to 


read. | If the above plan can be improved, or a‘better fub- 
ftituted in it’s place, no reafomable objection can lie againit 
adopting fuch improvement. 

For the reafon above mention: ‘. it will be found i inconve- 
nient to have more than twenty members ina focie ty. jit 
will therefore be beft, where the number difpofed to become 
members is greater, to form two or more focieties. Perfons 
living im neighbouring villages, if there be not enow toa 
form a focicty in the places where they refide, may be con- 
veniently adviiiteeds if the diltance be not great; but the 
month!y meetings ihould be confined to that place wicre the 
ereateit number ‘cof the members dwell, which is moft cent: al, 
and where the bouks are kept. Whether it will be beit to 
keep a itanding library, or to fell the books when read, de- 
pends on local and other circumftances, of which each fociety 
will be moft competent to judge. By felling them (and 
this will generally be advifable, with - refpect to many 
books likely to be purchafed', and placing the amount 
to ftock, a greater number of tlobles may be obtained 3 


which plan, if the fociety be fmall, appears to me moft cli- 


gible. 


a fund for the purpote of procuring ufeful books, by weekly 
or monthly fubfcriptions. By this means a ftanding library 
mi 

of every member, compofed of fuch books as are of approved 
value, and would admit of reading repeatedly over. Expen~ 
five works might thus be procured, for which the finanges of 
individuals and finaller focieties would beinfuficient. Where 
would be the impropriety in churches keeping a library in 


their veftries, compofed of the beft books on Ancient Hiitory, — 


Britifh Hiftory, Church Hiftory, important theological works, 
Evidences of Chriftianity, Grounds of Diflent, Natural Phi- 
lofophy, Travels, &c. to which all the members fhould have 
accefs, as they have leifure or taéte, ufing the books with care? 


By thefe means, information might be obtained, and a tafte_ 
for knowledge excited in families and churches. “The defign 


of fellowfhip i is mutual advantage; but this can be promoted 


only through the medium of, and as advances are made in, | 


It would, I think, be a eood plan for every church to raife. 


ht be formed, belonging to the church, and for the ufe 
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advancement, the end is fought ( if fought at all) without due 
| attention to the means. 


> Sanall fubfcriptions, in a numerous church, by inceflane 


accumulation, would in time procure a refpectable library, 


. If fome, who cannot conveniently fpare more, fubfcribe a_ 
= _sspenny per month, others from a penny to fix-pence or a fhil- 
ding, according to their refpective circumftances, the amount 
would, in time, be cenfiderable. 

mit Ye fathers of families! confider how much the future 
a _ refpectability and ufefulnefs of your offspring depend on 
>. having their minds ftored with ufeful knowledge, and what 


Pe a refource it may afford them in the diftrefles and decline of 
» .. life. Such atreafure as this is not liable to thofe contingen- 
— ... cies which attend riches, By cultivating the minds of your 


vice, than in laying up hundreds to bequeath to them at your 
_ deceafe. Is it not much better to introduce to their notice 
| \ ufeful books on important fubjects, than to leave them ex- 


youth, and often poifons their minds, when prompted. by cu- 
tee to read, but have no judicious hand to guide them: and 
4s it not better than leaving their minds a barren wafte ? 
Ina former letter, in which I offered a few motives to the 
_confideration of your readers, I omitted one, which is, I think, 


about it here; 1 mean alphabetical writing, ‘This is one of 
the greateft bleflings with which it has pleafed Heaven to 
‘favour man. After the moft careful examination I could 


- 


2. 


have come to my notice, I am decidedly of opinion, that we 
| owe this endowment to a communication from God; fo ftu- 
pendous an invention as alphabetical characters appearing 


a to me evideutly to tranfeend the fublimeft human yowncs or 
fagacity. ll 


. 


comin unication of our ideas by reprefentation of the objects 


alphabetical writing; how fuperlatively great will the ad- 


| expett from the remote anceftors of Homer, as an. eflay on 
human from an Hottentot. 
Beddoes om Mathemat. Evid. 


vantage 


| 
information. When attempts are not made to promote this _ 


| | -children, you perform for them a much more important fers 


\ Sa to all that trafh which frequently falls into the hands of 


of no fmall confequence, and therefore I fhall fay a little 


_ make of the arguments on both fides of the queftion, which — 


When the extreme complexnefs and imperfection of the 


hieroglyphics—by fymbols, &c. is duly confidered and 
i compared with the brevity, the perfpicuity, the correctnefs of — 


| 
\ i * Such an effort of generalization one may as Heafonably 
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vantage appear in favour of the latter! By the modified 
arrangement of fwenty-fix letters, what a variety of books 
have been written! By it we can receive and communicate © 
ideas more clearly and fully :—the opinions, tranfaétions, and 
events of one age, are tranfmitted with —— and accuracy 


to others. It is not neceflary to have a perfonal interview 


with any one to know his fentiments, or receive his advice: © 
a letter will anfwer this purpofe. There is no neceffity for 
all to vilit diftant countries, who wifh to obtain a knowledge 
of them; as the defired information may be acquired, with 
the greateft eafe and difpatch, from the writings of thofe wha 
have perfonally vifited them. By alphabetical writing we 
become acquainted with the hiftory of paft ages, and can 
tranfmit the events of the prefent to ages the moft remote. 


~ Without this, I could inftruct thofe only with whom I con- 
_ verfe, or be inftruéted by them ; but by written language, L 


may benefit thofe whom I never faw or could fee; and in like 


_ manner be benefited by thofe who never faw or could fee me. 


if [hear the moft excellent advice delivered by a fpeakery 
from dulnefs of apprehenfion I may: not underftand, or from 
defect of memory I may not retain it; but if it be written, L 
can read it, meditate upon it, review it, and thus obtain a 
amore perfect knowledge of it, and have it more deeply im- 
preffed on my mind.* It removes, in a meafure, the obftruc- 
tions to focial intercourfe arifing from remotenefs of time 
and diftance of fituation. By it a man may Continue to in- 
ftruct his fellow-creatures ages after his death. ‘Theprophets . 


and apoftles, “ though dead, yet fpeak,”’ in their writings. 


« But the greateft bleffing of all is, the knowledge of the 
“ holy fcriptures, wherein God hath appointed his fervants in 


- “ancient times to write down the difcoveries which he has 


“ made of his power and juftice, his providence and his grace, 
“‘ that we, who live near the end of time, may learn the way 
*“ to heaven and everlafting happinefs. ‘Thus letters give us 
“ a fort of immortality in this world, and they are given us 
“in the word of God to fupport our immortal hope in the 
“ next.’”? Qught not, then, fo ftupendous a gift—a gift 


* A modern author of confiderable celebrity, when fhewing 


the fuperiority of that knowledge which is obtained from 


books, over that which is derived from converiation, or folitary, 
unaffifted mufing, thus happily illuftrates it: The intelle@ 
‘‘ that depends upon converfation for nutriment, may be com- 
‘¢ pared to the man who fhould prefer the precarious exiit- 
“ ence of a beggar to the poffeffion of a regular and fub/ftantial 
income,” | | 
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fraught with fuch ‘valuable advantages, to be received with 


the greateit thankfulnels, and improved with the utmoft die 


ligence 
I remain, 


PHILOMATH. 


! 


Sept. 21, 1798. 


“ADVICE TO MISTRESSES. 


Occafioned by letter ligned Dersthy Drudge 


Ts the Editor of the General Bapti ip Mogezine 


SIR, 
THE following eat are occafioned by a letter 


“which appeared in your fixth number, figned Dorothy Drudge, 


The cafe it mentions appears to me to deferve animadverfion;. 


and I have waited in expe¢tation, that fome one of your cor- 


refpondents, who has more leifure and better qualifications. 
This not being done, and that the 
writer of that jetter may not think herfelf and her complaint 
difregarded, { take the liberty to offer the following thoughts 


to the confideration of your readers in general, and to mif- 


trefies 1 in particular. 

It is of infinite confequence to the credit of Chriftanity, 
and even to the comfort of individual Chriftians, that it’s 
profefiors take due care to difplay the benign ‘influence and 
happy effects of it, in their whole deportment. Every one, 
who has tolerably correct ideas of it’s moral tendency and 


defign, knows that it is not only intended to point out to us 
the way of falvation, but alfo to influence the whole of our 


behaviour; and that it is calculated to form us to the moft 
amiable and ufeful charaéters. It is intended to fhew us how 
to fill up, advantageoufly and honourably, every relation of 
life ; and to animate us to that conduct by the moft powerful 
motives. It requires the ftricteft attention to every focial, 
as well as perfonal, duty; and, in a word, is fitted to beget 
and preferve in us the ‘mo‘t ardent piety to God, to fill us 


with the moft expandea berevolence to and kindest wifhes 
for fociety, and to make us the brighteft ornaments of it. 


‘Phat fyftem a religion, which has not a pendency to make 
us 
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us children, cood mafters and muftrefles, 
good fervants, good neighbours, and good men and women, 
would be unworthy of our notice. But that this is very far 
from being the cafe with the Chriftian fyftem, every one that 
has itudied it with impartiality will admit, and every one 
that lives under it’s governing influence moft certainly knows. 
And if, in thefe re{pects, we are not made better by it, whatever 
we may know or profels concerning it, it is of very little ufe to 
us, and, inftead of recommending and adorning, we difgrace it. 

As it is not a fyftem of mere fpeculative truths, it cannot 
be defigned for the mere purpofes of fpeculation, but to pro- 
duce in us the fair and luxuriant fruits of elevated fenti- 

ments, exalted principles, and the ftricteft rectitude of con- 
duct. Now, what will be thought of us by infidels, when 
_ they fee us indifferent to the important duties of focial life, 
while we profefs ourfelves Chriftians, and pretend to fuperior 
enjoyments, arifing from a belief of the Chriftian revela- 
tioa? What will ‘they think of Chriftianity itfelf (for they 
too generally form their opinion of it from the lives of it’s 
profefiors, which, by the way, does not thew much impar- 
tiality or wifdom in them), when they behold fuch a dif- 
cordance betwixt our profeffion and our practice? Will 
_ they think us fincere, or our belief genuine or rational ?— 
What will be thought of us as Diffenters, by Conformitts, 
and thofe who make no ferious profeffion of religion, when 
our diffent appears to be confined to matters of opinion, or 
to modes of worfhip; and that, though we cannot believe 
with them, and refufe to worlhip with “them, we fcruple not 
to fhew the fame coldnefs and carnality of heart, the fame 
felfith difpottagam, and the fame difregard to focial and moral 
duties, as they do? What mult we think of ourfelves, when 
our thoughts. are turned (as they ought frequently to be), and 
we are led to fearch for the indubitable marks of genuine 
_ Chriftianity? Can we, dare we, conclude that we are the 
difciples of the holy and benevolent Jefus, when our profefled 
love of him has not influenced us to make it our great aim 
and anxious care to behave ourfelves in our relative fitua- 
tions of life, as we ought, as he requires, and as the moft 
preffing obligations fhould have conftrained us to do? 

The benevolent Author of Chriftianity requires us to love 
all our fellow-creatures, and, as we have opportunity and 
means, to do them good; beginning with, I prefume, and 
purfuing the order from near to more remote connections. 
In doing this, particular regard mutt be paid to thofe related 

to Us, congested with us, or any way dependent upon us. 


Thefe 
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'Thefe claim our firft attention, and to thefe we have the 
beft opportunities of doing good. Among thefe, fervants 
fhould come in for their fhare. Providence, for the time, 
has committed them to our care, placed them under our eye; 


_ and given it us asa charge to watch over their morals, and 
to do them all the good we can. ‘Though placed in an infez 


rior ftation, they are of the fame fpecies, have the fame God, 
and are made of the fame materials, as their maffers and mif- 
$refjes: and their fouls are of equal value, and their falvation 


of cqual importance. Our divine Mafter eftimates, and hath 


taught us to eftimate men, not by the accidental circumftances 
of birth, appearance, or wealth; but by character, that is, 
the fum total of moral habits. They are the worthieft, the 


_moft honourable, the higheft in Ais eftimation, who are the - 


moft pious and ufeful.* We fhould, therefore, ftudy their | 
accommodation as far as we confiftently can, and in particular, 


_ endeavour to promote their eternal welfare. Wecannot more 

effectually do this than by directing their attention to the 
great truths of the gofpel, giving them all the opportunities 
‘we are able for that purpofe, and enforcing the importance of 


them on their minds, by manifefting a confcientious and 
{crupuloufly circumfpect regard to them ourfelves. If we 
fhould be thus inftrumental, as we moft affuredly may, of 


faving one or more of our fellow men from eternal death, 


what an important fervice we do them! and what an augs | 
mentation will it be to our own happinefs! 
Servants in general have had but little education, and .at 
the moft, have little time, too little, to ftudy their Bibles, 
and inform their minds ; and to attempt to abridge that little 
which ought to be held facred to devotion and godlinefs, by 
unneceflarily employing them about fecular bufinefs on the 
Lord’s-day, fhews as much want of feeling and difregard te 
juftice, as it favours of carnality and impiety: and more efpe- 
cially when fervants are ferioufly inclined, and wifh to employ > 
as much time as is confiftent with their duty as fervants, to 


religious purpofes. a difpofition every mafter and mif- 


tre(s fhould, and all fervently pious and zealous ones will; 
* See Matth. xx. 25—28. How little is this moft excellent 


Tule of regulating our efteem regarded, even by the generality 


of profeflors! The moft exalted piety and eminent virtue, if 
d in the garb of poverty, and made the humble tenant of a 
cottage, are overlooked in our folicitude to connett ourfelves 


‘with pompous ignorance, and fplendid avarice and felfifhnefs, 
' when decked in gay habiliments, and inhabiting an elegant 
 Manfion. 
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endeavour to encourage and ftrengthen. They will feel plea- — 
{ure from feeing it indicated, and inftead of fubtracting from — 
their time will be defirous of giving them as much as poffible, | 
[tis obferved above, that to abridge their time and opportu. 
nities unnecefla:ily, fhews a warit of feeling; for what feelings 
_ haye they.for their fervants, who would deprive them of a part 
of the little time they have to devote to the obtaining of falva- 
tion? It is, in effect, faying to them, “i muit have my 
- rooms cleaned and work done, let what will become of your 
“fouls; whether you have time to read your Bibles, and 
“ fhip God, or not. Your falvation is nothing to me.”—lItisa 
difregard tojuftice. (zod requires all his rational creatures to 
love, to worihip, and ferve him. Hecannot, he does not ree 
j << this, without allowing them time to know and un- 
derftand their duty, and attend to his worfhip; and in thofe 
_ yevelations with which the world has been favoured, we 
learn that one day in feyen has always been appropriated — 

to this bufinefs. We may confider this time. as given by 

God to all, to fervants as well as mafters, and that ana 
ought to devote as much as poflible of it to the above > 
purpofe. Now, unneceflarily and unreafonably to deprive 
jervants of what God has affigned them, and given them 
for fo important a purpofe, is, I fay, to violate the prin- 
ciples of juitice: and with what propriety an unfeeling and 
unjuft . perion can make any pretence to the character of a 
Chriftian, Jet {cripture and confcience decide. Such conduc 
too favours of carnality and impiety. ‘To employ ourfelves 
or our fervants about worldly butinefs on that day, which 
fhould be devoted to more folemn and important concerns, 
any further than what is abfolutely neceflary, fufficiently 
fhews, in my opinion, a want of reverence of God, and a grofs 
neglect of our own, and our fervants everlaiting welfare. Such 
perfons as your correfpondent complains of, may be afked, whe- 
ther it te not of infinitely greater confequence to worfhip God, 
 ftudy his word,—and keep the confctence pure, than to be fo 

{crupuloufly nice, about keeping rooms and furniture fo deli- 
cately clean, that the Lord’s day muft be employed for) the 
purpofe. I am not the advocate of fluttifhnefs. Cleanlinefs 
I confidera virtue. It isexceedingly creditable. freely 
acknowledge, if time enough could not be found for cleaning, 
without employing the Lord’s day, and taking fervants from 
their religious duties, I would be fatisfied with a lefs degree of 
cleanlinefs. I had rather be lefs nice and cleanly, than carnal 
and impious. It would be lefs painful to me to fee my rooms 
an fome degree of diforder, and my furniture lefs ws and 
bid 
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fhining, than to fee my fervants neglect their falvation, and 
myfelf be their hindrance, when I ought to be the firft to lead 
them forward, and give them every poffible degree of encou- 
racement. I think i know very well, which omiffion will 
excite the moft pungent feelings ona death-bed: and fix days 
out of feven is certainly enough for all reafonable worldly 
purpofes, 
| May I be permitted moft earneftly to recommend thefe 
_ obfervations to the ferious attention of mafters and miftreiles, 
that they may unite in effecting a reformation where it is 
wanted, and moit aifiduoully labour to nromot: the happinefs 
of all around them, and make ufefulnefe one niain end of their 
lives. Have you piety? Tt willlead you early -nd covttantly 
_ to the worfhip of God yourfclves, and you wili contrive that 
he be worfhipped by all your family, as far as your imfluence 
extends. Have you den-volence? {hen you will with to fee 
_ your fellow men happy, and happy they cannot be fo long as 
_ God, religion, and their fouls are neglected. Even a regard 
to your own znferefi, the leait honourable motive, is in favour 
of what we here recommend. For, if religion make good 
mafters, it will alfo make good fervants: and thofe who are 
moft anxious to perform their duty to God, will be found moft 
_juft and confcientious in the difcharge of their duty to you; 
confequently fuch will be more deferving of your confhdence. 
Study then their intereft: contrive the beftfor them you can; 
avoid having many vilitants on the Lord’s day, which occa-_ 
fions much buftle and confufion, and confumes that time which 
they fhould have to fpend in reading, prayer, and reflection; 
- and much unfits them for attending the worihip of God to ad- 
vantage, if it gives them time at al! to attend. It has often 
pained my mind when | have heard of their expreffing difap- 
pointment on going into religious families. Surely we fhould 
_ftudy to be confiftent;—be, what we appear to be; and 
behave as “feeing him that is invilible,’’ and being feen by 
him, and then fuch unpleafant reflections would ceafe to be 
To conclude, let it be remembered that you have a Matter 
in heaven, to whom you mutt give an account of your conduct 
to your fervants here below; that, as Chriftians, there is no 
diftinGtion ; but mafter and fervant are one; that is, placed on 
a level:. and that the periad is haftening forward when thofe 
diftinctions which fubfift among men here, will be done away: 
when nothing will yield us fatisfaction or advantage, but the 
knowledge of Jefus Chrilt as our Saviour, and our haying sen 
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it our Care in every refle€tion and circumftance of life, ta 
walk fo as to pleafe God.” 
IT remain, 
| 
Ser: 
Sept. 20th, 1798. SOPHRON. | 


Be 
— 


| 

}. 


BAPTIST 


HISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION OF GENEs 
RAL BAPTISTS. 


| 
Brother: D. Nottingham, O&. 18th, 1798. 
Seeing your wifh in the Magazine, I here fend you a copy 
of my father’s marriage covenant with Elizabeth Toone. | 
It is engrofied on parchment, {tamped with a five fhilling | 
ftamp. If you think well to publifh it, perhaps it would 
gratify fone to fee the perfons’ names alfo who were wit- 
nefies to the folemnization of the marriage. 


J am refpe&tfully your’s 
| J. SMITH. 


MARRIAGE-COVENANT.* 


It havirte been publicly declared in three feveral meetings of 
a congregation of Proteftant Diffenters called Independents, 
in their licenfed meeting-houfe at Melbourn, inthe county of 
Derby ; that there is a marriage intended between Francis. 
Smith, of the parifh of Melbourn, and in the county of Derby, 


|. © The writer of the Hiftory of the New Conneftion of Ge- 
neral Baptifts prefents his thanks to Mr. James Smith, of Not- 
tingham, for his communication of the marriage covenant, foli- 
cited inaformer Number. It will undoubtedly be the more ace 
_ ceptable, as being the copy ufed at the marriage of his late ve- 
nerable father, the Rev. Mr. Smith of Melbourn. 


It will further be efteemed a favour, if any other friend will 


take the trouble of additional communications relating to the — 
hiftory, or, if any miftake has been made in the relation, the 
correcting hand of a judicious friend will be very acceptable. 


28. bachelor ; 


| > 
>. 

4 

/ 


ASA HISTORY OF THE NEW. (CONNECTION, &e, 


bachelor; and Elizabeth Toone, of the parifh and county. 
nforefaid, fpinfter; which publication being agreeable (not 
only to the juft and holy law of God, but alfo) to the good 
and wholefome laws of this land ; in order that every one con- 
cerned may- have the opportunity of making all fuitable en- 
 quiry for his fatisfaction, and that nothing may be done clan- 
_ deftinely. And upon due enquiry and deliberate confidera- 
tion tenet by the faid congregation, it is by them allowed, 
there appearing no reafon for objetion, they both appearing 
clear of all others, and having alfo free confent of all ine 

whether relations or others. | 

Now thefe are to certify all whom it may concern, that for 
the accomplifhing of their faid marriage, they, the faid 
Francis Smith and Elizabeth Toone, did, this twentieth day 
of Auguft, one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-three, appear 
in a public affembly of the aforefaid congregation and others, 
met together for that purpofe, in their meeting-houfe afore- 
{aid ; and ina folemn manner, he, the faid Francis Smith, 
dtanding up and taking the faid Elizabeth Toone by the 
hand ( the alfo ftanding up) did publicly declare as followeth, 
viz. Brethren and fifters, in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
prefence of this affembly, whom I defire to be my witneffes, 
that I, Francis Smith, take this our dear fifter Elizabeth 
Toone, to be my lawful wife, promifing, through divine 
affiiiance, to be unto her a faithful and loving hufband, till at 
_ &hall pleafe the Lord by death to feparate us. _ 
And then and there in the faid affembly, the, the faid Eli- 
zabeth Toone, in like manner taking hin the faid Francis 
Smith by the hand, did likewife publicly declare as followeth, 
viz. Brethren and fiers. j in the fear of the Lord, and in the | 
-prefence ‘of this aflembly, whom I defire to be my witneffes, 
that 1, Elizabeth Toone, take this our dear brother Francis 

- Smith to be my lawful hufband, promifing, through divine 
affiftance, to be unto him a faithful and loving wite, ull it 
fhall pleafe the Lord by death to feparate us. | 

; And the faid Francis Smith and Elizabeth Toone, asa 
further confirmation thereof, and in teftimony thereunto, did 

then and there fet their hands and feals. 
Francis. Smith 
Elizabeth Smith. 

We, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, (being prefent 
~ amongtt others) at the folemnization of the above marriage 
and fubfcription, in the manner aforefaid, as witneffes there- 


unto, have alfo to thefe prefents fubferibed our ns ag the day 
and year above written, 
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Samuel Harrifon Robert Gregory | 


Thomas Hutchinfon {Thomas Tompfon: 
Abraham Booth —|Jofeph Holingworth 
Ralph Burrows | William Kendrick 
Jofeph Follows John Whyatt 

Robert Cheflyn Samuel Deacon 

James Mitchell Jofeph Donifthorpe 
John Alvey | ‘Thomas Robinfon 
Nathaniel Pickering Thomas Toone 
Henry Morley | |Robert Brown 


Jofeph Donifthorpe, jun. | William Earp 


DYING WORDS OF MR. THOMAS GRANTHAMg 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE, JANUARY THE ~ 
17TH, 1691-2. 

Spoken by him within two Minutes of his Death ; > as thofe whofe 
names are affixed hereunto can teftify. (See an Account of 


Mr. Grantham, in Number Hl, Ill, and LV, of this Maa 


gazine.) 


FRIENDS, 


J AM ina very weak condition, and as shia is the fabbath 
with me, it will be the everlafting fabbath ; for now I am 


going off the ftage of this world, therefore I recommend you 


to the grace of God, that you would walk ftedfaftly in the © 
faith, as by the grace of God I have done to this my life’s 
end; ‘for by the grace of God I have not defrauded or allisted | 
any perfon i in the world; as now I am going to anfwer before 
God the Father; I came not amongft you for riches, or for 
honour ; but to preach the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift; 
to fpend and be fpent for your good, both by preaching and 
printing ; which words and works I recommend unto you, 
to ftrengthen you in the faith which I have preached, in 
which faith I live and die, which have been according to the 


gofpel of Jefus Chrift, in which I would have you ftand — 


ftedfaft to the end; not wavering, but fight the good fight of 
faith, lay hold on eternal life. I defire you, for the Lord’s 

fake, to walk together and keep the unity of the fpirit in the 
bond of peace, as Chrift hath commanded you; ‘* Then are 
** you my difciples if you love one another ; beloved, build 
‘< up yourfelves in your moft holy faith ; praying in the Hoty 
* Ghott ; keep yourfelves in the love of God; looking for 
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<¢ the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift, unto eternal life;” as 
IL have told you before, fubmit yourfelves tothe will of God, 


a \\~ and to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s fake; and give | 
honour to whom honour is due, and walk peaceably with all 
a men, and fo fhall no man have caufe to fpeak evil of you; as 
| for my part, fince I have been amongft you, I have been 
7 _ made a fcoffand a gazing-ftock of many people, which I 
4 freely forgive them all, and heartily pray that God would for- 
give them, and fhew them the error of their ways ; and 
would defire that you would pray for them, and not feek any 
revenge. But to be fhort, I muft leave you ; do not grieve 
nor mourn for me, though I die, I fhall rife to glory, where I 
- defire we may all meet, and fee one another’s faces at the laft .: 
_day ; knowing one another, and rejoice in glory, for [ have | 
conquered the infernal enemy by this faith, and have made a 
| 


| - the way plain and eafy to me ; and now I commit you to the 

' grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghoft be with you all, Amen. 
Spokeninthe prefenceof 


Mingo | Thomas Miller 
Andrew Pegg Clarke 
William Sidwell | Alice Clarke 
Thomas Gamball ~ {| AnnGrantham 
i To the Editor of the General Baptift, Magazine. 
| OUR correfpondent J/abinda, in your eighth number, 


| _-_wifhes to be informed what is the meaning of 1 Cor. xv. 29. 
(eae Dr. Macknight's tranflation of the paffage, makes it more 
plain, and is more fatisfactory to me, than any thing I have 
before met with, and this is done by merely fupplying an ellip- 
tical word. Whether it will Be equally fo to your correfpon- 


ae dent muft be left to her to determine. is tranflation is as 
follows: Otherwife, what thall they do who are baptized 
} *¢ for the refurreCtion of the dead, if the dead rife not at all? 
why are they baptized for the refurreGtion of 


«¢ dead :” I think the fcope of the apoftle’s reafoning in this 
chapter, 
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chapter, and what he fays, Rom. vi. former part, are creatly Pe 


in his favour. id | 
The door is not, I think, equally correct in his interpre- 
tation of the paflage. He underftands the baptifm mentioned 


jn it ina figurative fenfe, as relating to the great fufferings 


which were endured for teftifying a refurreGtion.—But, with 


-fubmiffion, I fee no reafon for departing from the ordinary fig- 


nification of the term. The Dr. himfelf fays, that ** fome 
<< underftand the word baptifm in it’s ordinary meaning, for 
‘« baptifm being an emblematical reprefentation of the death, 
«< burial, and refurreQion, not only of Chrift, but of all man- 


“kind, Rom. vi. 4. it was juftly made the rite of initiation 


‘¢into the Chriftian church; and the perfon who received it 
‘¢ thereby publicly profeffing his belief of the refurreCtion of 


_ 6 Chrift and of the dead, might, with the greateft propriety, 


“‘ be faid to be baptized for the dead, that is, for his belief 
‘< (or rather, perhaps, thereby exprefling and avowing his be- 
«¢ lief and hope) of the refurreCtion of the dead.” oe 


To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
| 
St Ry. 


IN the preface to the New Annual Regifter for 1797, 
juft publifhed, the following eulogium on fome of the moft 
eminent nonconformift divines of the laft century is to be 


found, with which I was much pleafed. “Your readers, no 
doubt, will be gratified with the perufal of it, and I have 
therefore tranfcribed it for your Mifcellany, accompanied with 
a few obfervations. | 


«© The truths of religion were not Only defended ably, and 


with fuccefs by the divines of the eftablifhed church at this 


period, but by fome of the nonconformift minifters, who were 
not inferior to their brethren of the eftablifhment, either in 


erudition or ability. Among the firft of thefe, we may con- 


fider the venerable Richard Baxter, whofe * Unreafonable- 
nefs of Infidelity, and Catholic Theology’ may be ftill read 


with infinite advantage. Of this able and laborious writer, 
the faying of Dr. Barrow is on the whole a juft charaGer, 
that his practical writings were never mended, and his contro- 


verfial ones feldom confuted. And the candid and liberal 


Burnet remarks of him, ‘¢ He wasa man of great piety, and 


if he had not meddled in too many things would have been 
efteemed 
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near two hundred books, of thefe three are large folios. He 
had a very moving and pathetical] way of writing, and was his 
whole life a man of great zeal and much fimplicity, but was 


moft unhappily fubtle in every thing.’’ Mr. Baxter was one 

- ofthe moft unhappy examples of the black ingratitude of the 
Britifh Tiberius (Charles the second). On the reftoration, © 
for his zeal and loyalty, he was made chaplain to the king, and © 


the difcerning Clarendon laboured hard to remove his fcru- 


_ ples, and reconcile him to the church. After the difgrace of 


that minifter, Baxter’s whole life was a continued fcene of per- 
fecution, and he was an inhabitant of moft.of the prifons in 
the metropolis. “Towards the end of his life‘ he had the mis- 
fortune to be tried for a libel betore the execrable Jeffries, who 
wrelted fome paffages in his annotations on the New Tefta- 


ment from their legitimate meaning into a cenfure on epifco- 
_ pacy in general, and a compliant and daltardly jury found him 
guilty. ‘The trial is upon record, in which the greatnefs of 


mind difplayed by the accufed forms a fingular contraft to 
the low and vulgar abufe of the illiterate Jeffries, and Baxter 


-. appears a Socrates before a contemptible tribunal. He how-_ 


ever lived to fee the downfall of his perfeeutors and to 


partake of the bleffings of liberty, which were the effeéts of | 


the glorious revolution in 1688 ; an zra now equally abufed 
by the extravagant democrats and by the wretched and mif- 


guided tories, but which will be ever held in juft eflimation | 
by every man who poffeffes the genuine fentiments that be- 


come an Englifhman !”—** Of the celebrated Edmund Ca- 
lamy we had occafion to fpeak in our laft volume; his 
writings are more controverfial than thofe of Baxter. Dr. 


William Bates, the friend and coadjutor of Mr. Baxter in the 
_ Savoy conference, was alfo a man of confiderable erudition.” 


He is univerfally underftood (fays Dr. Kippis, the late editor 


of the Biographia Britannica) to have been the politeft writer 
_ amongit the nonconformifts of the laft century. ‘‘ To thefe 
we may add the names of Howe, Jacombe, and Wilde, allof — 


them eminent as preachers and ufeful as writers. The former 


of thefe divines (Howe) is charaéterifed by Anthony Wood, 
‘who is not very favourable to the Prefbvterian party, as ‘*a 
_perfon of neat and polite parts, and not of that vain and un- 


pleafant converfe as moft of his perfuafion were ; fo moderate 
alfo and calm in thofe fmaller matters under debate between 


the church and his party, that he had not fo much as once in- 
tereited himfelf in quarrels of this kind, but hath applied him- 
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felf to more beneficial and ufeful difcoveries on practical 
fubjets.”” 

Such is the juft encomium paffed by an intelligent writer 
On certain eminent nonconformift divines. With refpect to 
the farcaftical remarks made by Anthony Wood (an high 
churchman) that the converfe of Mr. Howe’s perfuafion, even 
of the moft of them, was four and unpleafant, I fhall only 
_ obferve that Mr. Wood’s perfuafion did not take the beft 
_ means of rendering their converfe any otherwife than four and 

unpleafant by the infamous perfecutions with which they con. 
tinually harraffed them. It is totally unbecoming therefore 
that the perfecutor fhould complain of the fournefs and un- 
pleafantnefs of the perfecuted. 

But there are inftances on record which thew that the non- 
conformifts were not fo four and unpleafant as their enemies 
infinuate, who it may be alfo remarked are the leaft likely of 
being thoroughly acquainted with them. ‘That they fhould 
cherifh in an eminent degree that ferioufnefs which arifes from 

a confcioufnefs of a probationary condition in this prefent 
— life, ought to be mentioned to their praife, and it would re- 
dound more to the profperity of every denomination were 
their example in this refpect more affiduoufly imitated. Mr. — 
Cornifh, however, has in his recent edition of his excellent 
hiftory of the Nonconformifts the following aperepeiare 
remarks on the fubject. 

oe Gloomy | as they are faid to have been, they could occa- 
fionally appear as {mart and witty as their adverfaries. 
One, who by conformity had kept a good living, meeting an 
ejected divine, feoffingly told him> “ His coat was worn 
thread bare.”—** True, (replied the infulted confeffor) but 
it has never been turned.” A bifhop alfo inclined to be 
_ merry, afked a minifter, accufed of preaching, why the non- 
conformitts fo generally {poke through their nofes ! To which 
he anfwered, “ If it be fo, my lord, we have very good rea- 
fon, for you and your brethren have ftopped our mouths!” 
Mr. Alfop’s reply to Dean Sherlock, who had abundantly ri- 
diculed his party, was written with as much keennefs «and 
fatire as any book publifhed in that age, and drew com-— 
mendation from Dr. South, not more celebrated for his wit — 
than for his implacable hatred to the nonconformitts.” 

remain, Sir, 
Hoxton-Square, -Your’s refpe&fully, 
O&. 1798. EVANS. 


A LETTER 
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_ tier, which is near the powder- magazine, fome faid the ftore- 
room was on fire; others that it was the captain’s cabin. 
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A LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM PORTSMOUTH, 


SIR, 


AS you are willing to receive any interefting intelligence 


well authenticated, I prefent you with the following. If you 


a think it comes under that clafs, you are at liberty to infert it 
in your General Baptift Magazine. 


_ It may not be amifs firft to obferve, that when any of his 
‘Majefty’s fhips of war are paid in any port in this kingdom, 
the female fex are admitted on board to the men, who in ge- 
neral come in abundance, of all defcriptions, wives to their — 
hufbands, fifters to their brothers, mothers to their fons— 
befides common proftitutes, who are brought off in boat 


—Joads. 


Tradefmen of every defcription, in general, are admitted 
on board with their goods ; for the greateft part of the men 


are not permitted to goon fhore after pay-day, for fear they 
~ fhould defert the fervice. ‘Therefore a pay-day is a general 
free mart, and fometimes the three or four following days. 


it fo happened that his Majefty’s thip the Amphion, of 


thirty-two guns, was blown up in the hamoaze, Plymouth, at 


the very time that the tradefmen and other perfons of the above 
defcriptions were on board, and all perifhed, September 22, 

"On Saturday laft, being September 22, 1798, I went on 
board-of his Majefty’s fhip the Swan, lying at Spithead, 
with my goods, and at one o'clock all the fhips at Spithead 
fired their guns; and as foon as the laft gun was fired in the 


.  fhip I was in, (awful to relate) there was a univerfal cry of 
fire; fire! ** The thip’s in flames,” refounded from all parts ; 


a general confufion took place ; fome faid it was in the cable 


‘The men run in all dire¢tions ; the poor women and childre 


-fcreamed. The men near me ran to the fore part of the 
fhip, and I followed trembling. I faid nothing; but faw 


their countenances were expreflive of the pain they felt ; while 

each one with eagernefs defcended the outfide of the fhip, to 
the water’s edge. No fignal of diftrefs could be feen, as Spit 
head wasallin afmoke. But at this inftant three boats ap- 
peared in fight, and within call. Good God! what a vifible 
alteration in every countenance! Their words, diftinét and 


cheerful, calling aloud, «* Come along fide ; come along fide.” 
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The men at firft call made towards us ; but feeing the fmoke 
_ from the quarter-deck, and our cagernefs at the bow, judged 
at once that the fhip was on fire, and pulled away from us as 
faft as they could, fearing left they fhould be blown up, with 
us atthe explofion.—All hopes of being faved now fled, with 
_cheerfulnefs, from every countenance, like breath from po- 
lifhed feel.” They .iow began to caft their clothes from them 
in great hafte.. Now my foul fainted within me. I turned 
- around and faw the fmoke increafe. Having no hope of an 
efcape, and expecting the explofion, I might well think I 
had often heard,’ as it were, the voice of God from the briny 
waves, faving, ‘* Be ye alfo ready.” But now both fire and 
water befet and threatened a floating hell of iniquity, and it’s 
my doom to fuffer in the general conflagration. At this moe 
- ment the lieutenant run by me very faft. All hopes of being 


faved were now gone. JI followed him, and liftened atten- 
tively to his words, and heard him declare that he would run— 
the firft man thro’ that attempted to jump into the water, and > 


that the fre was in the cabin. We returned all hands to the 


quarter-deck, and were there informed that the captain’s cot 


bed furniture, with fome combuftibles, which they called ful- 


phureoys pots, were all on fire. They turned all hands to 
“buckets and water, and, by the bleffling of God, got it un- 


der, to the inexpreffible joy of all on board. | 
The (hie company were one hundred and fifty, befides 
women and children. I embraced the firft conveyance to 
return to my family, fearing the news would arrive before 
me, but it did not. The impreffion it made on my mind 
was better conceived than expreffed. AE 
I the next day preached at Kingfton; from Jonah ii. 7. 
«<< When my foul fainted within me, I remembered the 
«+ Lord.” It was a comfortable time, and I have every rea 
fon to belli 
day or two after I went to the hofpital, to fee the men that 
were burnt ; when one informed me he thought it a miracle 
that we were not all blown up; for twelve fky or fignal rock- 


ets took fire in the cabin, and flew in all manner of direc- 


tions. But, blefs God, thereis no fear of thefe men lofing 
either fight, limbs, or their lives. 
I remain, with Chriftian refpects to you and yours, 


Portf{mouth, Sept. 28. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


a fee 


eve the Lord owned and bleffed his word. In a 
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A LETTER FROM THE LATE REV. DANIEL TURA. 

NER, A. M. BAPTIST MINISTER AT ABINGDON, 

‘BERKS, : 

, Written after he had preached his laft fermon, and a few weeks be- 

fore his death, to Mr. Fohn Marfom, bookfeller, No. 187, High- 

Abingdon, Fuly 9, 1798. 

-MY DEAR FRIEND, | 

fi IAM much obliged to you for your kind letter by Mifs 
: Petting, and particularly for the very juft remarks you have 

" _made upon'the infinite importance of the gofpel revelation, 

_ occafioned by my feeble attempt in it’s favour.* It is a 


{trange infatuation that many are now under, to reject a 
| fyftem of religion fo evidently calculated to promote the hap-— 
i _ pinefs of mankind, not only in this world, but in that which 
is.to come. If -we are miftaken, we fhall, as you juftly ob- 


poffibly be. A dutiful regard to the great and eternal God, 
nt and a life of genuine virtue, muft be right, and what every 
| fober confcience muft approve. And where fhall we find 
fuch inftructions,. encouragements, and animating motives, to 

fuch piety and virtue as in the gofpel of Chrift? — i 
{ am now in a poor ftate of health, and feem to myfelf, 
-often, juft on the brink of the grave. But dark and terrible 
i: as the valley of the fhadow of death appears, and I am led to 
7 take very near views of it; I find nothing terrible in it. 
‘That gofpel which has brought life and immortality to light, 
throws it’s heavenly beams upon it; and it appears even in-_ 
viting, becaufe I am perfuaded that he in whom I have be- 
lieved, is able to keep that deareft intereft 1 have committed 
to him, and fave me to the uttermoft, from every thing that 
_ even fuch a guilty creature as | know Iam, can be expofed 
while I feel. an humble, penitent heart, and caft myfelf 
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upon the mercy of God in him. 


_ “Mr. T. here refers to an ingenious and valuable pamphlet — 
-which he had publifhed without his name, a little before his — 
death ; intitled Common Senfe ; or, The plain Man’s Anfwer to 
the Queftion “* Whether Chriftianity be a Religion worthy of 

_. “our Choice in this Age of Reafon.” In two Letters to a 
Deiflical Friend, by Philalethes, 6d. Knott. Marfom. 
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ferve, lofe nothing by it, but be as happy as the infidel can 
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To live here a little longer, could I live ufefully, and to 
the glory of God, is, in many refpeéts, defirable. But to 
depart and be with Chrift is far better. May you and all 
near and dear to you, feel this heart-cheering confolation in 
the like circumftances ! I am comforted by your good withes 

re prayers for me: may the Lord reward you a thoufand 

Give my affectionate Chriftian refpeéts to your eps Mir. 
Marfom and her daughter; and be affured, that as long as I 
live, | fhall think of my intereft in your friendfhip. We 
fhall fearcely fee each other’s face in the ftefh any more; but 
hope for a ftill more delightful fight of each other, in the 
upper and better world! ag 

Believe me, my dear Sir, affectionately your's | 
D. TURNER. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
SIR, 


THE remarks of your correfpondent B. page 422. have 
{truck me very forcibly indeed, and though I am not a perfon 
there written to, (namely, learned) yet I will trouble you 
with a few unlearned hints on that fubjeét. 
_ T obferve his note contains three things; viz. a cafe feared 
—the caufe enquired after—and a cure wifhed for. 

ft, The cafe feared; namely, that religion is on the de- 
cline in fome of the churches of Chrift. In this I agree 
with your correfpondent, only in ftronger terms. 1 mutt fay 
this is moft dreadfully glaring, and if fomething be not done 
a to revive it, the confequence mutt be infinitely deplora- 
ble. 
2d. As to the caufe, it’s name is Legion, for it 1s many. 
r[t, A general neglect of reading, efpecially of reading the {crip- 
tures; as I am fatisfied fome, even profeflors of Chriftianity, 
don’t read a chapter, on an average, once a week, if once 
a month. 2. A negleét of individual and family worthip, 
3+ Negleét of public -worfhip, particularly of week-day even- 
ing lectures, I grant times are difficult; but there are few 
who don’t lofe much more time in the week than that. 
| 4. Neglect of religious converfation in our focial interviews. 
§. A very culpable neglect of the natural and religious ins. 
fyuction of the rifing generation; children, fervants, and ap- 
352 
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prentices being fuffered to ramble about in the fields, &c, 
_on the Lord’s day, inftead of going to a place of worfhip. 


6. That vain, and finful conformity to the cuftoms and fath- 


ions of this vain and vile world. 7. Spending many need- 
lefs hours in public houfes, at fairs, markets, clubs, &c. 


_8. A great deal of time is wafted in formal and fafhionable 


Vifits, and tea-table chit-chat, which more frequently turns 


on detraction, defamation, and flander, than to real Chriftian- 
edification. g. Primitive Chriftian fimplicity, probity, and 


integrity, are not now regarded as they ought; fo that the 


- Chriftian character is much funk in the public eftimation. 
Io. From the above and other reafons, Chriftian love is po 


loft, and little left but the empty name. I confider thefe 


as a few caufes of the declenfion of religion in our day. 


3. As to the means of cure, they will, in fome refpects, 


- be but the counterpart of the evils complained of; but rift, 
Let every church, as much as poffible, exert itfelf for a ufe- 
ful fucceffion of reputable minifters. 2. That minifters be 


as much as poffible fet at liberty from worldly labour ; that 


they may be more given up to ftudy, preaching, exhortation, 
_ vifiting the people, and giving lectures to the rifing genera 
tion. 3. Let all heads of families take all poffible care that 


they and their houfes do ferve the Lord; that their infants 


be catechifed, cnured to go to worfhip, and that their youth 


attend lectures on nonconforming Chriftianity. 4. That 


every church be duly fupplied with officers to attend to all 
it’s concerns, of a civil and religious nature, 


be lefs embroiled, and yet all cafes and characters may be 


duly attended to, and difcipline -wifely, tenderly, and faith- 


Motives to the above. 1ft, Let the love of God and 


Chrift engeze you. 2. The falvation of your own : fouls. 


3. The profperity of your families. 4. The falvation of 
your fellow-creatures arcund you. §. To avoid the great 
evil of fuffering religion to fink through your’ neglect. 
6. This will be a laying up treafure in heaven. 

Your’s 


To the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 


I SHALL be much obliged to you if you will give your 


| 
| 


thoughts on cicunicifion—Mr, W. fays, in a little book. 


whi 


that the minifter 
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CORRESPONDENCEs 
which’ hie has publifhed, called “ A Prefervative againft 


-  fettled Notions in Religion,” in the 144th page, “ that 


“< baptifm was inftituted in the room of circumcifion.” 
An anfwer will be accepted with thanks by a reader of 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


To the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine. t 


SIR, 


I SHALL efteem it a great favour if you or any of your 
correfpondents will inform me what the prophet means, Ifat. 


* xlid. 19. * Who is blind but my fervant; or deaf as my mef- 


“ fenger that I fent? Who is blind as he that is perfect, and — 


© blind as the Lord’s fervant?” Who is the prophet fpeak- 
| 


| 
| To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


THOUGH I cannot, without difputing faéts proved by 


numerous and decifive experiments, and acknowledged by 


the moft refpectable authorities, allow myfelf to diftruft the 
validity of the arguments ufed in my reply to your corref- 
yondent Z. yet I was not fanguine enough to hope that be 
would efteem them ‘a juftification of my affertions, or a 
‘¢ refutation of his objetions.”” It would require a very un- 


- common degree of magnanimity to retract opinions fo pub- 


icly avowed, and acknowledge miftakes in affertions ad- 
vanced with fuch an air of certainty. I am, however, fine 
cerely obliged to him for the handfome manner in which he- 
‘takes leave of the debate: and, though I amfo tar from be- 
‘ing confcious of any intention of ** conceding much,” that 


I was not fenfible of the fmalleft neceffity of conceding any 
thing, except the falfe concord, to the force of his remarks ; 


|. yet I willingly leave the whole fubje@ to the judgment of the 


| intelligent reader, who may think proper candidly to examine 
his objeGtions and my replies. 

| I am, Sir, with the greateft fincerity, 

His and your well-wifher, | 


5, 1798. SACRO BOSCO. 
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re 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Mag iis) 
‘SIR, | 


FIND confiderable difficulty, in my enquiries after di- 
vine truth, to diftinguifh between thofe fentences in the Bi- 
ble which are to be underftood in the abfolute, and thofe 
‘ which are of a more qualified fignification; and, if I miftake 
not, itis on this hinge, moft of the controverfy among Chri! 
tians, turns. This obfervation will apply to your “ Sincer 
| © Enquirer after Truth,” page 340. concerning the words « 
our Lord, “ Swear not at all,” &c. The Quakers confide 
them as an abfolute prohibition, and therefore will not take a 
oath. It is much to be lamented that oaths fhould be impofe 
fo frequently as in our nation, and more, that they are admi 
niltered fo irreverently, which is a natural confequence, and the ~ 
very thing which, I think, our Lord intended to condemn, | 
in the place alluded to. ‘The abufe of a thing, however, | 
no argument again{t the ufe of it. an 
_* In Matt. v. our Lord frequently refers to the law of Mo: 
~ fes, where oaths were commanded of God in certain cafes, and 
where falfe oaths only are condemned, and your “ Enquirer” 
will doubtlefs find, that taking an oath unneceflarily is what 
our Lord forbids; for the Jews appear to have hada sigseinp| 
that it was lawful to {wear as often as they pleafed, fo that. 
_ they did not fwear falfely; and they are at this day more in 
the habit of appealing to God, on every trifling occafion, than 
any people know. 
a { underftand our Lord to fay, “ In your common tranfac- 
© tions with men, ufe yes and no, and do not {wear at all; 
_ no, not even by fo infignifcant a thing as an hair of your 
“ head; for by your frequent repetition of an oath, you for 
_ © get it’s facred nature, and thus prevent it’s having it’s pro-— 
per effect on the minds of men,»when on important occa-_ 
“ frons they are called to make an appeal to the Searcher of 
“hearts.” I underftand James v. 12. to fay the fame. i 
hope the three following confiderations will induce B. to 
form the fame judgment as I do upon this fubject. 
in any cafe of difficulty concerning our Lord’s mean-— 
ing, it is a good rule to enquire how his infpired apoftles- 
| underftood him; and if we can difcover this in their conduét, 
| we may confider that conduct as a good explanation of our 
| Lord’s words, and be content to “ follow them even as they alfo 
} “ followed Chrift.” And Paul (Heb. vi. 16.) without con- 
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demning an oath, {peaks of it as ufeful, in it’s proper place; , 
it being an “ end of all ftrife.” And furely he took amoft ~— 


folemn oath, when he faid ‘ I call God for a record upon my 
“ foul,” 2 Cor. 1—23. 
2dly, In allufion to the facred obligation of an oath amon 
men, God is faid, when he promifed Chrift to Abraham, to 
“‘ {wear by himfelf;’’ and thus he confirmed his promife “ by 
‘Can oath,”? (Heb. vi. 17.) which we may rett aflured he 


would not have done, if he had difapproved of that folemn 


tranfaction, when reverently obferved on important occafions. 


adly, Our bleffed Lord himfelf will fet the matter in it’s 


true light by his own conduct; for when he was afked by the ~ 
-blood-thirfty high-prieft, if he anfwered nothing to the evi- 


dence given by the falfe witnefles, “‘ he held his peace ;” but 
when the faine perfon faid, “ 1 adjure thee by the living God 
“ that thou tell us whether thou be the Chrift, the Son of 


“ God,’ our Lord immediately anfwered “ 1 am,”’ which it 
is utterly incredible to fuppofe he would have done had he 


condemned an appeal to God in important matters, 


‘Should thefe thoughts find a place in your Magazine, and 
in any meafure remove the fcruple of B. they will not be in 


Vain. 
I wifh fome profeflors of religion were more fcrupulous 


than thev are; fome of them, who, on trifling occafions, often © 


fay “ E Gad,” or “ By George,” &c. would do well to 


confider whether they are not guilty of that conduct which 
our Lord condemns. | 
'Your’s, &c. 

| 


. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue miMionaries intended for the fecond miffion to the 


South Seas were yefterday (November 13) folemnly defignated 


to that important fervice, at Spa-fields chapel. An appropriate _ 
difcourfe was delivered on the occafion by the Rev. Mr. Mau. 


rice, of Fetter-lane, and an aff.-tionate charge by the Rev, 
Mr. Eyre, of Homerton. About the fame number of mif- 


_ fionaries go as in the former voyage; and the fhip Duff fails 
under the command of Mr. (now Captain) Robion.—May 
| | | they 
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carry the peaceful gofpel of Chrift with the fame (sirid, 
ner be received with the fame imam as their brethren who | 


preceded them ! 
W. Re 


| 


} | 

ADDRESS TO THE FRIENDS OF TITE GENERAL. 

BAPTIST INTEREST,ON THE SUBJECT OF THEIR 

ACADEMY, WITH A STATEMENT OF THE RE-= 

CEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, FROM IT’S FIRST 

COMMENCEMENT, MIDSUMMER, 1797, TO MIDs. 
SUMMER, 1708. 


DEAR FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, 


~ YOU have been informed of the exertions of fome of 
wur friends to accomplifh an obje& of vaft importance to the 
increafe and profperity of the Fcnsial Baptift intereit, viz. 
the eftablifhing of a feminary, where gracious young men, of 
_promifing ‘talents, may be regularly inftruéted in thofe 
branches of knowledge peculiarly adapted to enable them 
more refpectably and ufefully to dilcharge the dutics of a 
Chriftian minifter. | 
‘The importance of eftablithing fuch inftitutions has bean 
acknowledged by the beit and wifeft of men, in all ages, 
fince the commencement of the Chriftian zra; and their 
utility will be ftrikingly evident, if we confider the refpefta- 
bility and ufefulnefs which fuch knowledge adds to a gofpel 

But, after the Addrefs ‘circulated amongft our friends, 
‘ profeffedly itating the neceffity and importance of fuch an 
inttitution, we. think it unneceffary to enlarge here ; efpecially 


as we hope ‘little -partialities are in a good degree removed 


from the minds of thofe who have been influenced by’ them 
time paft. 
. This inititution will certainly attended with confidera- 
ble expenfe ; but we truit the advantages will rife above 
all calculation; nor can the expenfe be fo great as to be bur- 
dentome.to any, if our frends at large will combine for it’s- 
fupport. 
Wetake the liberty of recommending it to our 
the miniitry to exert. themfelves in obtaining annual fubfcrip- 
or. colleQtions in. savour of this inititution : where 
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it cari be done conveniently, to preach a fermon on the oc- 
cafion. 

By thefe annual public collections, many perfons may cOfle 
tribute fomething, who perhaps could not fo conveniently do 
it in any other way. 

How great mult be the pleafure of a faithful minifter, 
when ‘he has finifhed his .courfe; and can exert himfelf no 
more in behalf of his beloved flock, that they will not be 
left as fheep having no fhepherd ; but be bleffed with a mi- 
nifter properly qualified to feed them with knowledge and 
underftanding. 

_ And furely every feparate congregation mutt likewife feel 

itfelf interefted in fupporting this good defign. Your fpiri- 
_ tual welfare, dear brethren, has been the object next in view 
in the origin and progrefs of this undertaking ; and believing 
that your comfort, holinefs, and ufefulnefs as individuals, are 
_ particularly conneéted with it, and the profperity and refpec- 
tability of the General . Baptift intereft in this kingdom (and 
daihige} in others) depend upon it, you will not be furprized 
that we are folicitous in the prefent cafe to obtain that affitt 
ance which is proportioned to your abilities. 

Remember, brethren, while this inftitution is in it’s in- 
fant ftate, great care and exertions are requifite to eftablith it 
upon a permanent foundation ; perhaps in afew years a ca- 
pital may be raifed, which will be productive of intereft, that » 
may defray every neceffary expenfe. 


For the further encouragement of our friends, we inform 


them, that there are now three young men under the inftruc- 


tions of our highly refpeéted brother Mr. Dan Taylor, who — 


may in time be an addition to the number of our minifters, 
and may fupply fo many churches which may want their 
affiftance. And from the very favourable report of their 
tutor refpeéting them, there is every reafon to hope they will _ 
be ‘© workmen that need not be afhamed.” He concludes — 
his account of them with this expreflive fentence, ¢ I have 
* reafon to rejoice in them all.’ 

Brethren, this account fills our hearts with adoring thank- 
fulnefs to God, and we hope as God has given us three fuch 
young men, neither we, nor you, fhall be backward in fur- 
nifhing them with proper means to obtain that ufeful know- 


ledge, which may make them fpecial bleflings to our 


churches. 


_ Any perfons difpofed to encourage this inftitution, by ane 
nual fubfcriptions, or occafional donations, may apply to 
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Mr. Benjamin Pollard, Leicefterthire 
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Mr. William Shentton, ‘London ; Mr. Samuel 
“Nottingham ; Mr. John Bakewell, Donnington; Mr. Wm. 
Parkinfon, Quorndon, near Loughborough. 
_ Any perfon inclined to leave any thing by will for the 
_ fupport of young minifters under this infitution, many do it 
in the form following. __ 

Item, I give and bequeath unto A. B. and C.D. the fum | 
of upon truft, to the intent that they, or any one 
of them, pay to the treafurer for the time being, of the 


_ General Baptift Academy, founded in the year 1797, and 


defire and direét, that the faid [here name the fum | be paid 
out of my perfonal eftaie, and applied towards cartying on 


_ + the laudable incentions of the faid Academy. 


STATEMENT of the ACCOUNTS, from the Chin: 


mencement of the inftitution, Midfummer, 1791» to _ 
fummer, 1798. 


RECEIPTS. 
Public colle@ion at Barton and Huggleteoat 2. 
Ditto ditto — Bofton 16 66 
Subfcription at Leake and Wimefwould 1113 6 
Public colle@ion at Leicefter ig 
_Annual fubfcription of a few friends at Church- Pa ure 
Jane, London 7120 
Public collection at and Quorndon 20 4 12 
Subfcription at Morcott 2176 
Public colle@tion at Nottingham 36 
‘Colleétion of a few friends at Portimouth 2116 
Subfcription at Queenfhead 
Ditto — Sutton 10 6 
18 75 
Individual Annual 14140 
Donation of S. J. Maud, Efg. London © 
Donations in the counties north of London 293 1 5% 
Individual Annual Subferibers. 
Mr. Barrow, Quorndon, near Derby 
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Brought over 3. 30 
Mr. Rarrowcliff, Kegworth 
Mr. T. Dufty, Sutton 1:0 
Mr. James Newberry, Whitwick — 2290 
Mr. -— § i$ 
Mr. Taylor, 1 Bofton 
Mr. Kingsford, Portfmouth —  tIit10 
14140 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Books, carriage, and poftage oe 1 12 6 
Printing I 19 0 
Paid tutor, and board of ftudents — 57 20 
Rent of rooms 7 00 
Incidental expenfes = —— — II 140 
Let out on intereft 265 00 
In the treafurer’s hands —— 67 6 92 
14 12 


The thanks of the Committee for managing the fund for 
the inftruGtion of young minifters, are prefented to Mr. 
Adams, of Napton, in the county of Warwick, for his do- 
nation of one guinea, and to Mr. Henry Garrat, of the fame - 

‘piace, for his donation of ten fhillings and fix pence, paid © 
into the hands of Mr. John Deacon, of Leicefler, forthe — 
fupport of that inftitution. Alfo the thanks of the fame 
committee are prefented to Mrs. Holley, of London, for her | 
liberal donation of twenty pounds, paid into the hands of 
Mr. William Shenfton for the fupport of the fame inftitu- 
tion. All thefe donations, together with all that thall be 
contributed, bequeathed, or fubfcribed, before next Midfum- 
mer, will be regularly entered in the next Midfummer’s ac- 
counts, 

All: the individual ocndtnasild and all the refpective 
churches that have made colle@tions for the fupport of the 
fame facred inftitution, are requefted to accept the cordial 
and grateful acknowledgments of the committee for their kind 
and generous affiftance in the accomplifhment of an object 
which lies fo near the hearts of many, and which will, it 
is firmly believed, greatly conduce to promote the honour of 


our — Lord and Saviour. 
-CHARAC- 
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THE EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF SARAH WAKE-« 
FIELD, OF BASFORD. 


A MEMBER @F THE GENERAL BAPTiST CHURCH AT NOT- 
TINGHAM,. 


In the fummer of 1796 the Baptifts began to preach at Baf-_ 
ford, a village about two miles from Nottingham. In a 
fhort time after, feveral of the villagers received the gofpel, 
_ and made a public profeffion of their faith by being baptized, 
and joining the church, Auguf€ 14, 1796. Sarah Wake- 
_- field -was induced, probably through curiofity, to attend, along 
with other neighbours of the baptized. It was at this time 
_ that the firft impreffions of a religious nature were made on 
her mind, particularly by hearing the 227th hymn of the 
Collection read and fung. “ Jefus, and fhall it ever be, &c.” 
She was led to reflect on her paft condud, as living without 
“Chrift in the world, what a finner fhe had been againft God, 
-and that, living and dying in her prefent condition, her foul 
‘would be eternally miferable. In this ftate of mind fhe con- 
tinued a few weeks; when fhe went to hear brother R. Smith 
preach at Basford: his text was in Ezekiel, chap. xxxill. ver. 3 
x1. “ Say unto them, as I live, faith the Lord God, I have | 
_ “no pleafure in the death of the wicked; but that the wick- a 
“ ed turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from your 
“ evil ways; for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?” From 
this fermon her convictions were not increafed; but her 
judgment was confiderably informed, as to the way of falva- 
_* tion by faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift. And being enabled 
to put her truft in him, as her only Saviour, fhe found peace 
to her troubled mind, rejoicing with joy unfpeakable and full 
of glory. Her hufband had attended with her, to hear preach- 
ing, and the fame fermon which poured confolation into her 
wounded {pirit, was made effectual in producing convictions 
in his mind, of the neceffity of turning from his evil way, 
or iniquity would be his ruin; but neither of them difclofed 
_ their particulur impreffions till they got home; and as they 
were wont to join with their carnal neighbours, to ridicule 
thefe Dippers, they were fomewhat afraid to mention to 
another 
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another their regard for them, not knowing how it would be 
received. But it was a facred fame which could not be con- 
fined ; they fpake, they wept over each other, and acknow- 


ledged with joy that they had found a people, who could thew — 


them the way of falvation; refolving to embrace every future 
Opportunity of attending their miniftrations. mt 


In December, 1796, they tock a journey to fee fome of — 


their relatives; the weather being exceedingly inclement, 
Mrs. Wakefield caught a violent cold, which brought on her 
laft ficknefs and death. And in avery weak fiate of Tr 
health, fhe and her hufband were baptized, and united wit 
the church May 21,1797. 

It may in truth be faid of her fhe was an ornament to her 
profeffion, by fhewing out of a good converfation her works 
with meeknefs and fear. Her zeal was according to know- 
ledge ; her love was great, and extended to all that love our 
Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity; and in return fhe was efteemed 
by them that knew her,’ as one of the excellent in the 
earth. During a lingering illnefs of twenty-two months, her 
-mind was abundantly fupported by divine grace, and though 
the outward man perifhed, the inward was renewed daily. 
She was eminent in patience and refignation: when her 
{trength would permit, fhe often read and meditatéd in the 


book of Job, and endeavoured to imitate that renowned ex-— 


ample. His words, ch. xix. 25-27. “ I know that my Re- 
«¢ deemer liveth,’ &c. were a fupport to her mind. 
In this long affliction fhe was fometimes exercifed with 


{trong temptations, to think fhe had never really believed in. 


Chriit; and the enemy would frequently fuggeft, that if the 
belonged to God, he would not afflict her as fhe was afflicted. 
James v. 10, 11. relieved her mind. At another time, the 
was filled with the moft dreadful apprehenfions of death, and 
feeling, at the fame time, the moft excruciating pains of 
body, led her to ¢ry out, “ How can I die; how can I ftand 


“© before God’; how can I bear to die?”” when immediately fhe 


yecolleGted the 6th verfe of the 189th hymn. 


When fierce difeafe attacks your frame, 

- Your Saviour’s love is ftill the fame; 

In death’s dark fhade you need not fear 
For Jefus will be with you there. | 


LLikewife the fecond verfe of the 192d hymn was of confi- 


| derable uf to her. | 
What 
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What though Satan’s ftrong temptations 
Vex and teaze thee day by day! 
And thy finful inclinations 
Often fill thee with difmay ? 
Thou fhalt conquer 
Through the Lamb’s redeeming blood. 


_A few days previous to her departure, and after har body 
was ftruck with death, fhe exhorted her neighbours and 
friends, who ftood around her, “ to feek the Lord while he 


“may be found;” faying, ‘ Religion will do, in health and 


¢ ficknefs, death and judgment, I feel the fweets of it.” And 
looking to her aged mother, who was weeping, faid, ‘ Mo- 
‘ther, fit down, and rejoice that you have nurfed a child 


_ © for the Lord; 2 and repeated “ The Lord is my fhepherd, © 


_ &T fhall not -want,” and a partof Mr. Deacon’s 293¢ hymn, 


Yonder fee my Jefus ftands, 

Holding out to me his hands, 

Calling ‘ Come, my fifter, come; — 
_ © Welcome to thy endlefs home.’ 


Her laft words were, “ The Lord be with you all. ” Her 
- flefh and heart now failing her, fhe fell afleep in Jefus, Oc- 
tober 30, 1798, aged twenty-five years,” God , being the 


© ftrenoth of her heart and her portion for ever.’ 


Acresable to her own defire, 2 Tim. iv. 6th, nth, and 8th’ 


--verfes, were improved as her funeral difcourfe, on the vena 


of her interment, | at Basford. A 
by 
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SELECT PUBLICATION 


‘Life of the Rev. Oliver With Hiftorical 


Sketches of the Times in which he lived; and Anecdotes of 
Jome other eminent Minifters in Yorkfhire, Lancafhire, ‘Sc. 
By J. Fawcett, A. M. 12mo. 216 pages. Price 25. 3d. 
bound. Will; Button, 


Oliver the of thefe Me- 
_ mous, was not placed by Divine Providence, in a very 
con{pi- 
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REVIEW, 


confpicuous fituation. But he moved in a fphere of confi- 
derable extent, and was dear tomany. ‘The public are un- | 
der no {mall obligations to Mr. Fawcett, who “ has, for 
“ feveral years, made it his bufinefs to obtain all the in- 
*‘ formation he could concerning him;” and has arranged 
that information in a very agreeable manner in the a 
publication. The hiftorical -f{ketches of the times in which 
Mr. Heywood lived, are inftructive and interefting. Some 
of the anecdotes of cther eminent men, are, we believe, ori- — 
_ ginal; and they are all adapted to afford pleafure and advan- 
_ tage to the ferious reader. We venture to recommend the 
Memoirs of Mr. Oliver Heywood to the perufal of all our 


readers ; but efpecially of young minifters among the Proteft- 
ant Diffenters. | 


Thoughts on Chriftian Communion, addreffed to Profeffors of 
Religion, of every Denomination. Second edition, enlarged. 
By John Fawcett, jun. 60 pages, 6d. Wills, Knott, 


THIS is, in many refpects, a very valuable tract. Befides 
the particular fubje&, Chriftian Communion, the recommen- 
dation of which is the principal defign of the author, many 
others are collaterally and happily introduced, which will 

pleafe the judicious, and edify the ferious reader. We fin- 
cerely wifh the worthy author may live to a good old age; 
and that he may blefs the wor'd with many other perform- 
ances written with equal judgment. and piety. We deem it 
right to add, that not only the tract before us is well writ- 
ten; but the printing of it, is neatly executed. ‘he author’s 
plan is,—‘“ To point out our obligations to the duty,—te 
enumerate fome of the advantages of it,—and to fagvelt fome — 
means of promoting it.” eA 


An ETYMOLOGICAL CHART. Exhibiting, at one View, juft — 
Definitions of the Parts of Speech; the Modifications and In- 
flexions of fuch as are variable; and the Rules\by which thefe 
Variations are formed; comprifing the —" Etymolo 

D 


By of 
the Englifh Language ; an exatt Scheme of t endence, Con- 


nefion, and Ramifications of it’s feveral Parts; and a concife 
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and clear Explanation of all it’s appropriate The Whole 
compiled from the beft Writers ton Englifh and univerfal Gram- 


mar ; but peculiarly adapted to Lindley Murray's Englifh Gram- 


mar, and propofed as a ufeful Synepfs to thofe who have fludied, — 
or may ftudy, that excellent Work. By Adam Taylor. One _ 
Shect. Od, Darton and Harvey, ae 


IT appears from the title, that the author of this valua- 


_ ble performance does not intend it fo much for the inftruc- 
- tion of thofe who are ignorant of Englifh grammar, as to be 
a Synopfis, or compendium for thofe who are ftudying fome 


grammatical fyftem; efpecially for thofe who are ftudying 


Mr. Murray’s Grammar; a work which well deferves the 
_fingular efteem that is difcovered for it, by all capable judges. 
In this view, we apprehend Mr. A. Taylor’s Etymological 


. Chart is worthy our cordial recommendation. _ 


; 


THE VANITY OF SUBLUNARY OBJECTS, 
_ AND THE COMPLETE JOY OF THE SAINTS. 


Awake, my thoughts, from your retreat, 
And tell the world it’s but a cheat, tad 
An empty, vain delight; 
Rife up, my foul, on eagle’s wings, 
And foar aloft for nobler things, . edit 
Till it is out of fight. 


Away, ye glitt’ring toys of earth, 
Your end brings fadnefs (little worth), 
look above your charms ; | 
‘Till faith is loft in fweeteft fight, 
_ And hope is bury’d in delight, 
Bafking in Chrift’s own arms. 


Oh joyful welcome to my foul! - 
Ten thoufand cherubs I behold, © 
_ All clad in brilliant rays; | 
They join with me in higheft ftrains 
©f pure devotions warmeft flames 
Abforb’d in endlefs praile, 
Chatham, Of. 19, 1798. AC. 
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SACRED POETRY. 


"HOUGHTS 


On Confitutional Aflicirons. 


ON FACT: 
| 


| 
| 


Lord, are thy 


ways, 
Profoundly myfterions indeed 


My foul is wrapt up in amaze, — 
“And wonders to wonders fucceed. 


How ehenuaild: the fcenes of this life! 
Some fearcely feel truuble or pain; 

W hile others, envelop’d in ftrife, 
Seek ct ure and peace, but in vain. | 


‘While fom conftitutions are Rtrong, 
And feldom attack’d by difeafe ; 

Yet others, more feeble, live long 
Sad to comfort and eale. 


‘Ah! biel what emotions I feel, 

My fuffering child to behold ! t 
Who can her calamities tell— 

The fcene of her forrows unfold! 


How oft have I heav’d a deep figh, 

To fee her thus forely opprefs*d== 
The tear ftarting quick inmyeye, 
To view her griefs yet unredrefs’d ! 
Here their medical art, 

In various prefcriptions, applied : 
No folid relief they impart— 
Their fkill her complaint has - defied. 


She has labour’d thro’ feven Sie years, 
Supporting a burdenfome load | 
_ Of forrows ; and yetit appears, 
Mutt travel this tirefome road. 


W hat painful fenfations now ftrike 
Their fharp-pointed woes in “my 
breaft ! 
Parents only experience the like: 
| They?’ re feelings which can’t be ex- 
prefs’d. 


: 


—— 


In the dark filent hours of night, 


Difturb’d by her groans and her re: 


| What fympathy does it excite, 


While troubles on troubles arife ! 


Then nature’s beneficent friend 
Refufes her vifit to pay, 

And leaves me long hours t’ expend 
In painful reflections till day. 


I’ve lain and oft heard her exclaim, 
‘ O father, I with 1 could die!” 
My heart has oft echoed the fame, 
The tear fwimming full in my eye. | 


Then ftriving to give her relief, . 


A little to fmoothen her cares, 
Alas! I have found, to my grief, | 
She'd water’d her couch with her tears, 


How happy I’m not left to bear 
This burden of forrows alone! 
My partner fuftains a large hare, 
and feels her chiid’s woes as her own. 


How often in fecret we’ve mourn’d, 
(Our paffions in tendernefs melt} 

Our bowels in pity have yearn’d! 
What commiferation we’ve felt! 


Kind Heaven! permit ustoraife | 
This fervent petition to thee. 

That thou wilt ftill lengthen our days, 
Or fet this poor fufferer free. — 


’T would heighten the anguifh of death, 
And anxioufly fill us with care, 

If fummon’d to yield up our breath, 
And leave the poor languifher here, 


Unable Hes caufe to defend, 
Unable for felf to. provide, 

No parent kind fuccour to lend, 
In trouble to ftand by her fide. 


Our hearts, with anxiety 4ll’d, 
A figh from the centre would heave, 
O what will become of our child, 


When we are confign’d to the grave. * sa 


Yet, Lord, may we never diftru® 
Thy bounty , fo large and fo free ; 

But when we return to the duft, 
Surrender our all unto Thee ' | 
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For finful men he’s fav’d from hell : : 


praife our lovely 


: Tothe Editor of the G. B.M. 


If the following feeble attempts to praife 
our jefus are worthy of a place in 
the poetical department of your va- 

Juable Mifceilany, by inferting them 


| 


you will gapatly oblige 
Your’ 
AEMILIUS. 


ARISE, my foul, each accent raife, 
_Exulting fing, in joyous lays, | 


The glory, honour, pow’r, and praife, | 


Of our Redeemer, Jefus, | 


Who «. can a befide recover men 

From the eternal night of fin, 

( Tho’ vileand bafe their lives have been, 
the Saviour, Jefus? 


Whoe’er has faith him to adore, 
His endlefs ruin will get : 


QO take the word, and truftthe pow’r, 


Of this dear 


Come, all ye guilty finners; come— _ 
he Saviour faith, There yet is room 
Or you will spect a fearful doom: 

O then come unto Jcfus. 


Ye angels, that on high do dwell, 
Aloud his wond’rous glories tela. 


Our factifice is jefus, 


Ye faints, of Tefu’s fing, | 

Proclaim our great Emanuel King: : 

all the earth with praifes ring: 
O fing love of 


fouls, the nly choir, 
- Sing fweeter than the founding lyre, 
- Redeeming love each heart infpire, 


Ye finners, that beneath his rod 
‘Tremble and fhake, own him your God, 
Left you fhould perifh at the nod 

Of this tremendous some 


‘And now, my foul, arife and ficle 

The glories of thy Saviour King; 

For evermore thy praifes bring | 
To thy exalted Jefus, 


| 


‘SACRED POETRY. | 


To the the G. B 


SIR, 


If you think the enclofed Sidi wort 

of infertion in the G. B. M. they are 

yourfervice I met withthem in 
an old edition of Flavel’s Hufbandry 


in the blank leaves: they are dated 
1712-13. Whether they are the 


ever in print, I know not, | 


THE 


God.” Jon, XIX, 


MY life’s a Pert my days 
_ Apace to death decline : 
My Lord is Life, hell raife 
My duft again, ev’n mine; 
Sweet truth to me, 
fhall arife, 
And with thefe eyes 
‘My Saviour fee. 


My Lord his angels hall 
Their golden trumpets found, 
At whofe moft weJcome call 
My grave fhall be unbound. 


Sweet truth to me; Bc 


My peaceful grave thall hoes 


bones till that fweet 
I wake from my long fleep, 
And leave my bed of clay, © 


Sweet truth to me, &c. 


— 


I faid fometimes, with tears, | 
Ah me! I’m loth to die: 


Lord, filence thou thofe fearcam 


_ My life’s with thee on high, | 
| ‘Sweet truth to me, &c. 
| What means my heart, 


To be thus thy of death? 
My life and I fhan’t part, 


‘The’ I refign my breath, 


Sweet truth to me, &c. 


Spiritualized, wrote with pen and ink | 


compofition of the writer, or were | 


Though after my fkin worms deftroy 
this body, yet in my fleth fhall I fee | 
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_ Before thy footitool we would fall, 


SACRED POETRY. it 


Then harmlefs grave ! 
By thee tobeav’n Pi go: 
' My Lord his death fhall fave 


Me from the flames below. 


Sweet truth to me, | 
i fhall arife, 


\ nd with thefe eyes 
My Saviour fee. 


AN HYMN, 
—Compofed on the Death of 
Mz, FRANCIS SMITH, 


Late Paftor of the General Baptift Church 
Melbourn, 


And fung by the Congregation after his 


uneral Sermon, March 27,,1796. 


| 


THOU great eternal Lord of all, 
Whom angel hofts adore, 


And worthip evermore. 


We freely own to thee, O Lord, 
‘That minifters are thine: | 
Thou giveft them to preach thy word, 
And in thy churches fhine. 


Our bails paftor long hath ftood 


On Zion’s facred hill ; | 
A watchman faithful, irae, and good, 
And thy will. 


The towns and villages around, 
His hoary locks have feen ; 


- From him have heard the Joyful found, 


And comforted have been. 


Down a the water he was feen 
Believing fouls to bring ; : 
Then thew’d Chrift’s love by bread and 


‘ine, 
ii made their lips to fing. 
By breaking bread, and crying c Come, 
‘ For all things ready are 5 
feem, 
white as fnow 


lluding to Luke: xiv, 1. 


. 18. from which he preached 


the *s-day before he died, 


| Thus did his glorious rer end, 


His work completely done ; : 
‘The Lord for him did quickly fend, , | 
‘To banquet with his Son. . 


To the Editor f the 6. BLM, 


Ste, 


At an early of my life, had 
fome love tor poetry; and when I 


} was yeta boy, 1] wrote feveral hymns ; 

and having preferved them, I took 
the liberty of fending you one, on 
‘¢ Salvation by Chrift.” As you 
have given it a place in your Maga- 
zine, I here fend you another of my © 
juvenile effufions, founded on John 
xxi.15—17. Whether you fupprefs 
it, or think proper to find a niche for. 
it, you will oblige 


Your’s, with great efteem, 


: SON of Jonas, hear my voice, 


And it fhall make your heart rejoice : 
l’ve redeem’d you, do not weep—— 
| Go preach my gofpel, feed my ot) 


| Go, Simon Petér, go and thew 

Your love to him who died for you. 
Thou fay’it 1 love thee:’ go and keep 
My purchas’d flock——go feed my fheep, 


I mutt afcend and Git on high, 7 

On my high throne above the fky : 
I give you charge t6 love, to keep, | 
To guard, to teach, to feed my theep. 


Reprove their wand’rings ; let them 
know, | 
That they muft not a wand’ring go; 
Call them from flothfulnefs and fleep ; 
Comfort the weak —go feed my theep. 


| Are they affliéted! Let them pray 5 
Affure them of eternal day. 
Over temptations they fhall leap : 


Your fins, which now like crimfon | My word is fure—go feed my aaa 


Now Peter {preads his nameSbroad, 


His eyes he once in tears did ftcep, 
And now he loves and feeds His theep. 


Ye 


| And thouts him the ‘all-knowing’ God: 
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“Ye all, come join your 


| CAN AMITATION, 


j Ye tender infant race, 


| 


Wide as you cait your light. 


ad the light, 


‘SACRED 


_ And fpeak to your Immanuel’s praife: 
Zion’s watchmen never feep, 


POETRY. | | 


Ye are old, 


His wondrous love to you ; 
How gréat his mercies are; 
How Holy, juft, and true. — 
: You long have known 
| His gentle hand, 
wife command 


| In {plendopr fhone. 


Your higheft honours raife ; 
Sing your Creator’s love, 
Ja higheft ftrains of praife. 


His pow’rful arm - 
 Fix’d you above, 
In realms of love, 


Secure from harm. 


His wifdom, pow’r, and might, — 
And found his glorious name ~ 


Wide as you*fhine 
Proclaim his praife : 
_ His wond’rous ways 
Are all divine. 


Ye beatts of ev’ ry kind, 
Ye fowls of ev’ry wing, 

‘T hunder, and hail, and wind, 
Your various tribute bring. — 

| Earth, fea, and air, 

“Your fribute pay, 
 Andftiildifplay 

Your Maker's pow’r. 


Young men, both fwift and ftrong, 
Make not thefe ‘things your boaft: ~ 

20 God your pow’rs belong 
‘Piaife ye the Lord of hofts. 


_Forinhisfight 
Youarebut duf. 
him: your trutty 

your delight. | 


Ye virgins fair and young, 
Your charms are borrow’d rays: : 
To.God devote yourfong, 
And give him all the praife. 


> 


-You"re but the 


With pure and {potlefs ay 
| Seek your Creator’s face— 


fhining above } Heisa Fatherkind, 


Your infant teats 
God belong: 
Your feeble fong | 

| He always hears. | 

Ye faints, employ your tongues 

To found his facred praife: 


| Your higheft praife belongs 


To God, the God of grace. 
Proclaim him blefs’d 
Who reigns on high, | 


Above the iky, 
In glory drefs’d. | 
To the Editor ft the M, 
Sir, | 


_a Chriftran, the fecond by an Infidel ; 

by which may be feen the different 
‘effets of advice on 
men, 


| 


The Chrijtian to his Watch. 


THOU little delicate machine, 
How clofe thy counfel, and hew keen! 
Thy errors.don’t belong to thee, 


| As mine, alas! belong to me. 


| Do thou thé hours and minutes tell, 
and may Ti them well! 
| mea. 


The Infidel tohis 


YOU wretched piece of infolence, 
Shall I keep you at futh expence 
To tell me nothing elfe but lies > 
Your faucy counfel I defpife! 


'@over your head,’ 
When in is fight. bes: 


Go better, or Il] of your face, 


‘And a fouff-box of cafe ! 


The following anfwers to he Watcle 
. (page, 390) have been communicated 
{ tome; the firft you may fuppofe by 
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| | 

AND DEATH OF MR. JOSEPH ALLEINE, 
LATE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT TAUNTON 
IN SOMERSETSHIRE, AND AUTHOR OF THE 
ALARM:TO THE UNCONVERTED. 


Continued from page 442. 


Clarke’s Lives of fundry eminent Perfons, p. 144. 


He was a faithful reprover of the mifcarriages of profef- 
fors, whether high or low, minifters or private Chriftians 5 


yea, though they were never fo dear unto him, or never fo 


obliging in their carriage towards him, whatfoever the iflue 
_and event might prove. ‘Though he was but a young man, 
yet was his deportment very ferious and grave. He was hum= 
le, courteous, and affable, condefcending to difcourfe with 
the pooreft and meaneft for their {piritual good, as foon as with 
the higheft and richeft. He was full of holy projects by what 


Ways and means he might the moft effectually promote the ho- _ 


nour of Chrift, and the falvation of fouls; and what he judged 


to be conducing to thefe ends, he profecuted with the wifdom | 


and vigour, that he feldom failed to accomplifh it. 


He confidering how much the confcientious and frequent — 


performance of the duty of felf-examination might tend to the 


weakening of fim, and to the furtherance of holinefs both in 
heart and life, he earneftly prefled this practice in his public — 


miniftry ; directing his hearers for the performance of it: he 
dealt alfo with them in private about it, and drew a promife 


from moft of them, that they would every night, before they 


3 X went 


neral Baptift Magazine 
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BIOGRAPHY. 
1 time td” fleep, fpend fome time in fecret, to call themfelves _ 
| to an account how they had {pent that day, by propofing feve- 
i queftions to their own hearts, which he had drawn up in 
riting, and communicated unto them under feveral heads; 
d many confefied that this practice had been very advanta- 
eous unto themintheir Chriftian walk, 
_ Before the act of uniformity came forth, he was Very ear=_ 
neft with God day and night, to make his way plain unto | 
im, that he might net be-deprived of his -prefent advantages 
of faving fouls, with any fcruple upon his confcience: but 
wrhen he faw thofe claufes of-affeut-and confent, and renounc- 
ne the covenant, he was fully fatisfied againft it; whereas 
before he was fo.doubtful, that his intimate friends thought — 
that he would have conformed, faying that he would not leave | 
his miniftry for {mall and dubious matters: yet though he 
muft quit his‘flation, he judged that the ejection of minifters | 
jout of their places did not difoblige them from preaching ‘to 
‘their people, nor the people from attending upon their mi- 
niftry: and though upon that diack and difmal fabbath, he 
took leave of his beloved people, yet he firmly refolved to go 
on with his work of’ preaching in private, and vifiting from 
houfe to houfe, tit! he fhould be fent to prifon, or into banifhe — 
ment. And actordingly. he profecuted this refclutron, ap- 
pointing the Thurfday following to be a day of humiliation, 
_ where he preached in his own houfe to as many as durft ven-. 
ture-to héar him}-but there was: not fuch an appearance as 
he expeéted:- whereupon he applied himfclf to thofe who 
were moft timorous, labouring to give fatisfaction to their 
fcruples, and-it pleafed-God in.a fhort time to give'him fuch 
good fuccefs, that his own people waxed bold, and multitudes. 
reforted tovhis meetings, whether they were by day or night, 
which fo encouraged him thathe went on vigoroufly in preachs | 
ing, vifiting, and.catechifing houfe to’ houfe. 
He: went alfo freguenthy into the villages, places about. 
the town,,whence mott of their minifters were fled, or at leaft 
defitted for fome'confiderable time; and wherever ‘he came; 
the Lord: was pleafed to. give him: great fuccefs: many wete 
converted, and thé generality enecuraged to cleave clofe unto 
| This much heightened the rage of fome neighbouring juf- 
tices,,who much:'threatened’ and oft {Ought for him: but it’ 
pleafed God that he was preferved out of their hands longer 


“the! Lord: towgrant-him' bute three months: liberty‘befére‘he 
(went to~ prifons she fhould> great’ 


thari_he expesteds His ufuabfaying-was, that if it pleafed’ 
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and with fuch friends as came to hear him. 


| 


fhould more willingly fubmit to it when he had. done fome 


work. Then did he fell off his goods, the better to.prepare 
for a gaol or banifhment; only he was defirous’ that his wife 


fhould accompany him, which was alfo her great defire, it 
being more grievous to her to think of being abfent from 
him, than to fuffer with him. 


on in this courfe from Bartholomew day. till May the 26th 
following, though he was often threatened, yet was he never 


interrupted, though many, both of town and country, came 
‘flocking to his méctings at what time foever they were held. 


He feldom milled of preaching twice a fabbath, and often jn. 
the week, Sometimes he preached fourteen times in eight 


days; often ten, and ordinarily fix or feven, either at home 


methane: during all this time, befides his frequent.difcourf- 
o§ with fuch as reforted to him: and for the better enabling 
him hereunto, be Jaid afide all his other ftudies, expecting 


that his time and liberty would be but fhort. And truly the 


Lord did more than ordinarily affift him, as himfelf took 
posers as well as all that heard him and converfed with 
- Upon a Saturday, in the evening, about fix o’clock, he was 
feized upon by an officer of Taunton, who- rofefled that he 


had rather have been otherwife employed, but that he was 


urged to a fpeedy execution of the warrant, by one who was 

fent on purpofe to fee it executed, becaufe they feared that 

“e in the town would do it. ; 
| 


. 


he warrant was figned by three juftices, who required his 
prefent appearance at one of their houfes, about two miles 
off from Taunton, He defired liberty to ftay and fup ‘with 


his family, expecting but hard entertainment whither he. was 


going ; yet this {mall courtefy was denied him, till one of the 


chief in the town was bound for his {peedy appearagce. At 


{upper he fed nearly and was very cheerful, yet full of 


holy and gracious di courfes, fuitable to the time and .com- 
that were with him. After fupper, paving, with 
hcer, and 


his family and friends prefent, himfelf with theo 


two or three friends that accompanied him, went to the ap- _ 
pointed place, where they charged him with breaking the A& 

of Uniformity by his frequent preaching fince it took place. 
_ ‘This he denied, faying, that he had neither preached in 
church, chapel, nor in any other place of public worfhip, 
fince that time, and that what he did wasin his own family, 


Then 
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Fe Lord was pleafed fo far to rags 3 him, that he went 
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| “Then they “ORE him with being at a riotous affumbty. 
He anfwered, that at their meetings were ufed no threats, no 
_ dangerous words, no ftaves, or weapons, neither were any 
put into fear, their only employment being prayer and preach~ 
ing. Here they much abufed him with {coffs and {corns, the 
very juftices themfelves with their ladies, and fuch others as 
came to hear his examination, One of them called him 
rogue, and faid that he deferved to be hanged, and that if he 
were not hanged, he would be hanged for him; and many | 
other fcurrilous expreffions they ufed, which would but de- 
file the paper if they were fet down. They urged him much 
| “to be his felf-accufer, but could not draw him to it; notwith- 
ftanding which, they made a mittimus to fend him to the 
gaol on Monday morning, after they had detained him with 
them till twelve o’clock in the night. — 
_ When he came home, which was about two ‘o'clock in 
the morning, he lay down on his bed about two or three 
hours, and then arifing, he retired himfelf with God til] 
about eight o’clock ; at which time feveral friends were come 
to vifit him, to whom he would have preached, but that he 
_ was not.fuffered by the officer, who had a ftrict charge to the 
contrary: yet he {pent the day in difcourfing with the feveral 
companies of his friends, who out of the town and country 
came to vifit him; and as he could be permitted, he prayed 
‘ oft with them. All this while he was very cheerful in fpirit, 
admiring God’s mercies to him, and encouraging all that 
‘came to fee him to be bold and refolute in the caufe of God 
and his gofpel, and for their fouls, and not to be difcouraged 
at what befel him for their fakes. As for himfelf, he id, 
that he was nothing at all moved for it, nor did in the leaft 
‘repent of any thing that he had done, but accounted himfelf 
happy, and under that promife which Chrift makes to his, 
/ Mat. v. 10, &c. that he fhould be doubly and trebly happy, 
now that he was to fuffer for his fake. He was alfo earneft 
~ with his brethren in the miniftry that came to fee him, that 
they fhould not at all defift from their labours when he was 
ne, and that there might not be one fermon the lefs in 
Bot for his abfence. He alfo exhorted the people, that 
they fhould attend upon the miniftry with greater ardency, 
‘diligence, and courage than before, affuring them how {weet 
and comfortable it was to him to confider how much he had 
done for God in thofe laft months: adding that he was going 
to prifon full of ti being confident that all thefe things 


would turn to the urtherance ud the Petr, and the glory | 
Mr. 


pe God. 
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Mr. Alleine was not fatisfied to go away till he had left — 


_fome exhortations with his people, and therefore requefted 
them to come to him about one or two o’clock in the night, 
and notwithftanding the unfeafonablenefs of the time, many 
hundreds of old and young repaired to him, with whom he 


_ {pent about three hours in prayer and preaching. And-fo with” 


many yearnings of bowels they took their leaves of each 


other, a more affectionate parting could fcarce be 


feen. 
On Monday morning about nine o’clock, he, with two or 


three friends that defired to accompany him, went: for Ilchef- 


ter. As he went, the ftreets of Taunton were befet on both 
fides with people, and many followed him on foot fome miles 
out of the town, with great lamentations, which he could 
{carce bear: yet the Lord fo ftrengthened him that he went 
through them all with great courage and joy, endeavouring 
both by his words and countenance to encourage and cheer 
them up. 
He carried his mittimus himfelf, having no officer with 
him, and when he came thither the gaoler was not at home, 
which opportunity he took to preach before he went into pri- 
fon, which his adverfaries accounted a great addition to his 
- former crimes. The gaoler being come home, he gave him his 
mittimus, and was by him put into the bridewell-chamber, 
where he found Mr. John Norman, late of Bridgewater, com- 
- mitted Ape days before him, for the fame caufe. He wasa 
man of fingular abilities, fervent in zeal and holy boldnefs 


for the caufe of Chrift: conitant to his principles in the 


moft wavering times, and one, who for his godly and exem- 


plary converfation, was much efteemed among the people of © 


God; and few that knew him, either of the fober gentry or 
-commonalty, but for his choice parts and {fpotlefs life, had 
great refpect for him. 


There were alfo five more minifters, and fifty Quakers, 


which had all.their lodgings in the fame room, parted only 
with a mat, which they had hung up for a little more re- 


tirement. Soon after Mr. Coven, Mr. Powell, and eight 


more, were brought into the fame place, being taken at meet 
ings. This added to the ftraitnefs of their room, and it was 
{o nigh to the top of the prifon, that as they lay in their beds 
they could touch the tiles with their hands, which made it 
very irkfome, the fun lying upon the houfe all the day: be- 
ing fo many of them together, befides the refort of man 
friends to them, they much wanted frefh air, till they had 

taken down the glafs and fome of the tiles, for their better 


refrefh. 


~ 


to oy 


vo, 


tag: 
bog 


=. 


3 


‘a 
Bea 
a 


BIQGRAPHY. «48S 
| | 
4 
‘ 
a 
‘ 
| 
4 
; 
hd 
| 


486 


refrefhment. In this room they were forced to lie, and to. 
eat their food, having no other place to retire into but a 
little garden, adjoining to the place where all the common 
‘prifoners were. In their chamber they were molefted with 
the noife of thofe wretches, the rattling their chains, the 
blafpheming of their tongues, their roaring and finging night 
and day being a great trouble tothem. And if they went. 
into the courts of the prifon, there they met with the fcent 
and fight of their clothes hanging full of vermin, and of the 
prifoners in their rags and chains. een 
~ ‘That alfo which moft troubled them was, that they had no 

place to retire into, neither alone nor together, wherein they 
‘might have: communion with God. The Quakers alfo 
much molefted them, difturbing them with their cavils in 

the times of prayer, preaching, and finging, and would 
come and work in their ¢allings, juft by them at fuch times, 
to their great grief. Want of air was moft offenfive to Mr. 
Alleine, who had accuftomed himfelf, both in Oxford and the 

country, to fpend moft of his fecret hours in by-places in 

the fields or woods. 

$0 foon as Mr. Alleine came into prifon, he prayed and 
_ preached, which he called the confecration of it. And after 
a day or two he defired to have his wife with him, or near | 
him in the town, to attend him, and to keep company with 
fuch friends as came to vifit him: whereupon he prevailed 
with the keeper to have one corner to himfelf, wherein to fet. 


. his bed, which was more private than the reft. About this 


he made a partition with fome curtains, whereby he mighy 
be the more private, and it was a great comfort to him. And 
after a few weeks he procured leave of his keeper to walk 
out a mile or more, morning and evening conttantly, except 
the weather or his keeper’s churlifhnefs did hinder him. 
_ Their diet was good and fufficient; fometimes abundant, 
_by their friends kindnefs to them. Here they preached once 
a day conftantly, fometimes twice, and many reforted to their 
_ fermons, of which fome came eight or ten miles round about 
out of the country, and multitudes came to vifit them. 
Their friends were exceedingly kind to them, endeavouring 
by their frequent vifits, by provifions of food, and fupplies 
of money, to take away the tedioufnefs of their imprifonment. 
_Mr. Alleine’s labours were the greateft, who fpent almoft all 
the day in converfing with his friends, and a great part of — 
the night in his ftudies, and fecret duties. pap Se 
_ Thus they continued for about four months, and were 
tolled from feffions to the aflizes, July 14th Mr. Alleine 
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was brought to the held at Taunton, and indiéted for 
| preaching on the 17th of May preceding ; but the evidence 
was fo flender, that the grand jury would not find the bill,. 
and thereupon, by the conftant practice of the court, he fhould 
have been freed by proclamation ; yet was he returned unto’ 
prifon till the affizes: and to his friends, who had hoped for _— 
his deliverance, he faid, * Let us blefs God that sis will i “a 
done, and not the wills a fuch worms as we are.’ | i 
Auguft aa he was indicted at the affizes, and though | 
the evidence was but the fame with the former, yet now the 
grand j jury found the bill, and he was brought to the bar, and — 
his indi€tment was read, which was, that “May 17th, 16635. 
he, together with twenty others to the jurors unknowa, did 
- netoufly, routoufly, and feditioufly affemble themfelves to- 
gether, contrary to the peace of our Sovereign Lord the Kings © 
and to the great terror of his fubjeéts, and to the evil example 
of others, &c. To this he anfwered, That as to praying and 
preaching, he was guilty, and did own them for his duty ;~ 
but as for riotous, routous, and feditious affemblies, he ab- 
horred them from his heart, and of thefe he was not guilty. 
Yet was he found guilty by the petty jury, and by the judge 
-fentenced to pay a hundred marks, and to continue in prifon- 
| till it was paid. To this he only replied, that he was glad 
| that he had appeared before his country ; and that, whatfoever 
he was charged with, he was guilty of nothing but doing his 
duty ; and that all which did appear by the evidence was only | 
he had fung a pfalm, and inflruéted his family, where. 
| {ome others were, and both in his own houfe. And that, if 
” nothing which had been urged would fatisfy, he fhould with 
all cheerfulnefs and thankfulnefs accept, whatfoever fentence. 
his lordhip fhould pronounce upon him for fo good and 
righteous a caufe. From hence he was carried back to prifon, 
where he continued a whole year wanting three days. _ 
Winter coming on, which they feared would make this 
place as coldas it had been hot in fummer, (the chamber ~ 
having ‘no chimncy in it) they endeavoured, and with fome 
| _ difficulty obtained to be removed to the ward, where they had — 
more comfortable accommodations in all refpeas. Here they 
| had very great affemblies, both on week days and fabbaths, 
and many days of humiliation, and thank{giving ; and 
though they were much threatened both by the judges and 
juftices to be fent beyond fea, or carried to fome remote 
ifland, where they fhould be kept clofe prifoners ; yet the 
Lord prevented it, and fo ordered it, that their imprifonment 
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_. | turned to his greater glory, and to the furtherance of the 
| gofpel, by their great labours, to which God added a great 
| bleffing; and Mr. Alleine’s fufferings did not in the leaft 
abate his zeal and activity for God, but he embraced all op- 
portunities of doing good. The minifter who was appointed, 
at fome times to preach to the felons, falling fick, Mr. 
Alleine freely fupplied his room as long as he could be per- 
| mitted, earnefily exhorting them, that by repentance and. 
| faith they would fecure the eternal welfare of their fouls. He 
___.. was very forward to promote the education of young perfons, 
| both in Echefter and in the country adjacent ; for which end 
_ he gave catechifms to many poor families, that they might be 
| inftructed in the principles of religion, exhorting the elder to 
| teach and encourage the younger. He was a ferious and 
faithful monitor to his fellow-fufferers, if he faw in them any 
thing which became not the gofpel for which they fuffered. 


- - ‘ 


SERMONS AND 


The Subfiance of the SERMON, which was delivered to the 
Meffengers, Elders, and Reprefentatives of the General Bap- 
sift Churches, at their Annual Affembly, held in London, on — 

Wednefday in Whitfun-Week, 1798. By F. KINGSFORD. 


| 


i Permit me to recommend to your imitation, the difpo- 
__- fition and condu& of Ifaiah, as contained in chap. Ixii. 1- 
~. #¢ For Zion’s fake will I not hold my peace, and for Jeru- 

«¢ falem’s fake I will not reft, until the righteoufnefs thereof _ 
_ “ go forth as brightnefs, and the falvation thereof as a lamp 
46 that burneth.” 
| Our text may be viewed in two points of light: Firft, As 
_ expreffive of the prophet’s carneft defire for the profperity of 
_ the kingdom of Judah and of the Church of God; Secondly, 
~ as a good model for Chriftians under the gofpel. It is 
enly in this laft point of view I mean to confider the words at 
this time. It is, perhaps, a good maxim in religion to. 
- count nothing done, while any thing remains undone ; thus 

“+ the apoftle was in the habit of forgetting the things which 
behind, and reaching forth towards them 


€ 
| 
¥ 
| 
4 
| 
| 
4 


4 | 
before.” The faint principle influenced Ifaiah, as is evident | 
from our text, which preferits toour noticethree things: 

What we are hete taught earneftly to feck after. 
‘* That the righteoufnefs of Zion may go forth as brightnefs; = 
and the falvation of Jerufalem asa lamp that burneth.” 

II. The means we mu(ft ufe to this end. willnot 
hold my peace, I will not reft.” 
HII. The motive that mutt influence out hearts. "eter. | | 
Zion’s fake.” 
1. By the righteoufefs of Zion I undeéftirid, that righteouf-) 
nefs which through the channel of God’s church 4 is publifhed— 
to the world ; as, the righteoufnefs of God manifeft in all 
his dealings with men. ‘Take two inftancés :—His faving 
them that believe in Chrift, Rom. iii. 25% 26, and his’ 
punifhing the impenitent, Rom. ii. 5. | 
2. That righteoufnefs which exifts in the which’ 
God has given for the government of his church. His ap- 
pointments in the Gofpel Church ate not ‘* grievous; — 
we tay apply "he language of the Pfalmift (xix. 
7, 8,9.) and fay, "they ‘“are true and righteous altogether.” 

. That righteoufnefs by which Zion is juftified, even the 
righteoufnets of our Bleffed Redeemer, which is the fame to 
‘the real believer as if he had. himfelf kept the law perfeétly ; 

“¢ for he is the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every one 
<* that believeth.” His righteoufnefs being placed to the be- 
liever’s account ; hence « by the obedience of one are many a 
made righteous.” 

4. That righteoufnefs which is difeoverable in the lives: 
of thofe who are “ born of the Spirit,” and made ‘ new 
“* creatures ;” for the grace of God teacheth us to live 
 righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent world. Thefe truths. 

_ mutt “ go forth..’ Not be kept and pondered in the heart,— 
not merely believed, —nor merely to be in ** a ftate of re- 
“ guifition ;” but publithed to the world. The more they are 
examined, the more clearly will it be feen that they are 
eftablithed in the fcriptures of truth. Let the infidel walk 
about Mount Zion and mark well her palaces. Let the 
minifters of Chrift ** go and affert their Saviour’s caufe.”’ 

And do you, my brethren, go. ‘* Go fpread the myfteries 
“« of his crofs.” Again, it is not enough that the truths of | 
God be publithed ; but that they ** go forth as brightnefs ;” 
like the fun at noon-day, when no intervening-cloud appears. 
But divine truths are often beclouded by men who profefs a 
regard to them ; as, the righteoufnefs of God in his dealings 
with 
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with:men is beclouded, when he is reprefented as 

and partial in the provifion he has made for the falvation of 
finmers. Yet he fays, ‘* are not my ways equal?” As I liye, 
I have no pleafure in the death of the Lisked; but that he 

turn and live. “ He willeth not that any fiould p perifh, but 


that all come to repentance,” The righteontnets of the 


ordinances of the gofpel is beclouded by the inventions of 


_» men being fubftituted in their fiead ; as, in admitting to one 
ordinance (or to what is fo called) thofe whom they debat 
from another, and in calling them members of Chrift’s 

_ church, who know nothing of Jefus Chrift, and are incapable 


of believing in him. The rightcoufnefs of Chrift is beclouded: 
by thofe, who, on account of it’s value, take liberty in fin, 
wien infpiration abominates the prineiple, of ** finning that. 
<* srace may abound.” It is beclouded alfo by thofe who. 
reprefent juftifeation as a bleffing which can be enjoyed in 
fome other.way, when it is written, we are juftified by the 
righteoufnefs. which God has provided, ‘‘ by faith of Jefus. 
« Chrift, unto all, and upon all them that believe.”” The | 
righteoufnefs of faints is beclouded by the incompletenefs of 


obedience, by the of inbred fins But. 


brighter days‘may be hoped for, firice if is written, ‘* The. 
‘< knowledge of th the glory sef the Lord fhall. cover the earth; 
* all fhall know him from. the leaft to the greateft, and 


46 the falvation o Jerufalem fhall go forth ‘as a burnitig | 


1. The gofpel is called, « the falvation thereof, ” as im- 
portant events are often called after the name of the place 
_ where they were effeGted, fo battles and treaties of peace are 
called... At Jerufalem, the Captain of our falvation obtained. 
the greateft viGtory that ever was ; othr victories are attended 
with confufed noife, garments solled'in blood, and the death 
of many ; but ‘¢ of the people, there were none with him” 
im this conteft. His own arm. brought falvation, and his 


rightcoufnefs fuftained him. He vanquifhed death himfelf, 


him that had the power of that is. the devil. 


<< He cohquered when he fell.”—-‘* The fun beheld it; no, 
‘¢ the fhoeking fcene drove beck, his chariot.—Heaven bled 
‘¢ that man might never die.” 
At Jerufalem, the Prinee of made peate > blood 
of his crofs. ‘* Peace on carth” was the angel's theme at his 
Jefus Chritt.” 
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2. Iti is called the falvation of Jerufalem, as at was de 


figned for, and offered to it’s guilty inhabitants. See Zech, 


| 1. Acts 36, 37, 38. 


It is fo walled as it was firtt there, with 


ate and with power, Luke-xxiv. 47, 


This mu(ft not only be exhibited as a ‘Vehes but as a 


burning lamp. Head Rnowledge of the theory of religion, 
and an acquaintance with many of the ga pied tis the 
truth of Chriftianity impart light but the light of the 

in the head without the grace of it in the heart, is like the 


vapour which enlightens the benighted traveller, and which, - 


‘enlightens and bewilders at the fame time ; or like the moon, 
which while it is ‘* walking in brightnefs,” warms not, 
for the earth under it’s light, becomes as iron or brafs. Such 
is all the-religion of the man who is not renewed in the 
{pirit of his mind, and quickened and fupplicd -from the 
genial rays of the fun of righteoufnefs ; or, to ufe the more 
humble figure in my text, the lamp that burneth contains 
fire, as well as imparts light to them are in darknefs. 


«¢ Lord warm our hearts with facred fire, and kindle there a 


pure defire.”"— Again, 
As a lamp that burneth imparts light without intermaifiion 


and without end, fo in the gofpel the Lord promifes to be © 
your ‘* everlafting light ;” you who feel the need of it, and 


you: who have enjoyed fuch bleflings from it already, are 
anxious that others may feel its power, to the falvation of 
their fouls, and this defire induces you to fay, ** For Zion’s 
*¢ fake I will not hold my peace, and for Jerufalem’s fake I 
4 will not reft, until the righteoufnefs thereof go forth as 


brightnefs, and the falvation thereof as a that burn- 


eth. 9? | 
[The in our next Number.) 


o the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


Tue following letter, addreffed aby a General Baptift minifter : 


to his daughter-in-law, on the of Church- 
_ Memberfhip, appears to me worth preferving. If you 
ac it proper to favour ‘it with a place in your valuable 
ater ar it may perhaps be ufeful to {ome doubting en- 
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quirer 5 as I Lanai if has, under the bleffing of God, been 
to 


MY VERY DEAR DAUGHTER, 


I HAVE read your ferious and important seriall, and 
fee myfelf earneftly difpofed to give you the beft affiftance I 
‘ean. This is certainly my duty, be my warmeft affections 
‘unite with my duty. May the God of all grace blefs me in 
_ thinking and writing, and you in thinking, reading, and im- 
proving. Amen! ‘You with for fome direétions with re- 
gard to joining in church fellowfhip.’ On this fubject I pro- 
offer a few remarks and directions to your | ferious 
‘regar 
Sik ¥' That all men are Gliners by nature, is fo folemnly and 
fo often afferted in the book of God, that as you are a ferious 
- | yeader of that divine book, it cannot be unknown to you. 
| Rom. iii. We have all finned, and come fhort of the 
glory of God. alfo x John i. 8. Jam. iji.. 2, Ec- 
clef. vii. 20. &c. If this be a truth, then you are a finner b 
nature, becaufe you are one of the general race of mankind. | 
| 2, Ladvife you, if you have not already done it, to confi- — 
‘der this ferioufly ; and endeavour to gain a fincere perfuafion 
of your own loit condition. This is what the fcriptures call] 
| of fin. John viii. 9. Being convicted by 
“their own confciences.” ‘The jailor at Philippi and the 
l| publican in the gofpel appear to have been in this ftate. 
| The <ffect was, one earneftly enquired, ** What muft-I do 
to be faved! 2? and the other cried out, ** God be merciful 
_° to me, a finner!”’ I do not pretend to determine the depth © 
ie | “or degree of your conviction of fin; nor indeed can I. The 
| only panna A which the Bible, our ‘only directory, has fixed, 
| is that you fee your abfolute need of a Saviour and of fal 
\\ vation. The perfons juft mentioned, it is certain, were fo 
BS fenfible; and fo far feems to be indifpenfabl y neceflary, 
onfider, and underftand your own ftate aright. 
3. From the accounts in the New Teftament of thofe who 
were baptized, and received into church fellowfhip, it is evi- 
dent that, previous to their baptifm and reception, their anxi- 
ety, guilt, and condemnation of mind and confcience had 
been removed, ‘$ They received the word with gladnefs,”’ 
and rejoiced “ in God.”2 This is plain from the diftinét ac- 
of the and other ; thofe on the 
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| 
of Pentecott ; Saul of Tarfus, and Aéts xvi. 30—24. ix. 
17. 18, &c. Now is this the ftate of your mind? Can you 
fay, “ Thou waft angry with me; but thine anger is turned 
*< away, and thou comforteft me?” ‘This, my dear child, is 
Chriftian experience. Is this yours? As this remark is of 
the utmoft importance, it may be neceflary to add, that this 
fatisfaction of mind is yery different, not in nature, but de- 


gree. This difference is not only experienced by different — 


-perfons, but by the fame perfons at different times; and it 
is generally proportioned to the degree of the knowledge of 
Chrift and the gofpel which a foul enjoys. Some perfons 


have clearer knowledge of thefe things than others, and con-— 


) a their comfort of mind is greater. As you advance 
in the divine life, your own knowledge of Chrift will in- 
creafe ; and therefore your fatisfaction of mind will increafe, 


till you arrive at heaven, when your knowledge will be com-_ 


plete, and your happinefs perfect. The fame obfervation 


will apply to your love to God, of the meannef$ of which . 


you fo fenfibly complain. Study, and learn more of the love 
of God to you; and as you know and feel more of this you 
will love God the more; becaufe you will know better that 
he firft loved you. John iv. 109. 


4. You mutt believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift. This is. 


the way to be qualified for church-memberfhip. “ If thou 
“ believeft with all thine heart thou mayeft.” Acts viii. 37. 
This is the way to poflefs peace and joy in believing. If you 


do not believe, you cannot poffefs peace and joy in believing. 


You cannot experience refrefhment from a cordial, unlefs 


you receive that cordial. You feem, my dear daughter, to 


doubt of your real converfion; believing in Chrift is the way 
to be converted. “ Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
“thou fhalt be faved.” Converfion is one very principal 


part of falvation. It is the work of God, not of you. But 


he works it by his Spirit which he gives you after you be- 
lieve. One grand objet of your faith is converfion. You 
depend upon him to convert you, to purge, fandctify, cleanfe, 
purify and make you meet for heaven. Depend on him 


freely. Heartily fully depend on him to do all this for you. 


You doubt that your love is not ftrong enough to fit you for 
church fellowfhip. I: queftion not your fincerity. Doubts 
of this kind are plentiful, when the heart is fincere, and the 
con{cience tender : I hope, however, your fufpicion is ground- 


lefs. One queftion will determine it. Do you love God 


_ enough to do his will? If not, you are not fit for the fel- 


owhhip of a church: becaule all church members muft do 
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| will of God. Luke vi..46. And you muft doit from 
Joye too. John xiv. 15. But if you love God fo muchas 
- to be willing to glorify him, 9 are fit for church-fellow-~ 


fhip, and fit for heaven too. Truftin Chrift, and the love 
of God will be fhed abroad in your heart by the Holy Ghoft, 

given unto you, Rom. v. 5. “ Doft thou oo sa the Son 
of God ?”’ John 1X. 35- | 
__ §. Thus believing in the Lord Jefus Chrift, I advife you 
fo give up yourfelf to God as his fervant, with all the fo- 
Iemnity and ferioufnefs becoming fo important an affair. 
-» You know what it is to give yourfelf up to ahufband; to 
_» take your affections off from every other perfon, and to engage 
_ to be his, and his only, through every viciflitude of circum- 
 ftances, till you be feparated re death. In fuch a manner 
give yourfelf up, and all your everlafting concerns, to the 
(is Ford Jefus, to truft him as your Saviour, and to ferve him 
_ as your Lord and Mafter. Refolve ferioufly and deliberately, 
_ that whatever may befal you or your 6 snc whatever 
| you may fufier. by it, that you are, and for ever will be the 
 Lord’s. This is entering into the “ everlafting covenant,” 
_ fo often mentioned, and fo admirably defcribed in the word 
of God. Ifai. Iv, 3. Ivi. 6, 7, 8. Nor need you fufpect 
_ that you are before hand with your blefled Redeemer ; or that 
he is flack in his love to'you. Attend, with intenfe delight, 
to his own declaration on this greateft of all affairs. ‘“ Fear 
© not, for thou fhalt not be afhamed; neither fhalt thou be 


_. “© confounded ; for thou fhalt not be put to fhame. For thy © 


« Maker. is thy hufband, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 
<< Tfrael; the God of the whole earth fhall he be called,” &c. 


Thai. 4, 5—1r. What could the gracious Redeemer 


have done, or faid more to aflure you of his love? He has 
aid down his life for you: he has affured you in the plainett 
and fulleft manner of his regard for you. Give up yourfelf 
then, to-him, The advantage will be your own for ever and 
ever. : Li fees 

6. Having thus given yourfelf up to God in the bonds of 
_ the everlafting covenant, it becomes your duty in the next 
place to look out a church of God, which is, in your own 


ti _ judgment, the neareft to the New Teftament plan. This 


order Paul mentions 2 Cor. vii. 5. “ They firft gave their 

_  ownfelves to the Lord, and to us by the will of God.” In 
the choice of the church, to which you offer yourfelf as a can- 
_ didate, you muft not be influenced by any perfon upon earth, 

- moteven by your hufband. You have an equal right with 
him to choofe for yourfelf. You are no longer 
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Chrift’s free fervant. Choofe fueh a church theréfore as 
_ your own jadgment finds to be the neareft right. Regard — 
not on this occafion what men may fay, or think, but what < _ 
your Saviour will fay. Humbly implore his dire€tion, and 
he. will guide you. See then, :and be'diligent in examining 
if the doctrines which are taught, amd the duties whieh are. 
enjoined, be agreeable to the plain word of God in the New 
‘Teftament, according to your knowledge of that divine book. 
This is neceffary, in order to be, as much as poffible, of the 
fame mind, and of the fame judgment. 1 Cor. i. to, Rom. 
x. 16. xv. 5. 1 Cor. iii, 4. xi. 18. andother paffages. 
_- 9 See that the perfons alfo who compofe the church be 
fuch as you can efleem as Chriftian brethren. This'isneed- 
ful, beeaufe you ‘are to live in love and peace ; to love one 
another with a pure heart fervently ; and this love is to con- 
tinue. .r Pet. i. 22. iii. 28. Rom. xmi, tO. Heb. 
xiti. 1. Et may be proper here to admonifhy you, that you 
need not to expe& to find the members of the church like fo 
many holy angels. They will be all imperfeét, and probably 
many of them much fo. This is the cafe with churehes in 
general, of every denomination, If, therefore, they appear 
upon the whole ‘to be governed by the tules of Chriftianity, — 
and the examples of Chrift, and the primitive Chriftians, you' 
will. fee it right to bear with their imperfections. Imperfec- 
tion is general. Probably you will feel much of it in your- 
| {-lf, and this ought to induce you to be moderate: in ¢enfur- — 
ing others.. Strive, however, not to imitate your brethren in 
their failings,,. but in their holinefs and regularity ; and in’ 
thefe ftrive to excel. Titus 
 . 8. Be fure, when yow give yourfelf. up to a church, that 
vou defign, by the grace of Gad, to coritinue engaged’ with 
him, and in his caufe, to the end of your life. “ That°l 
“may. dwell im the. houfe of ‘the Lord all the days of my 
life,’ was the earneft defire of an eminent Old: Tefta- 
faint; let it be yours: If the Neart be truly engaged 
with Chrift, and looking to him, a Chriftian may even from 
the beginning of his religion, and all through life, go on 
firiging, ‘© This God is my God for ever and ever, and will 
be my guide even unto death.” Pfa. xlviii. 14... 
_g. When we have lived twenty or thirty years, regardlefs — 
of the Bible as our rule of condu@t, it is net ftrange that 
we fhould be often wrong ; and, when we engage in religi- 
on, fhould frequently need both inftru@ion and reproof. 
Some are difpofed to be inftructed, and take reproof thank- 
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- fully: of fuch we have a well-grounded hope, that they will 

hold on to the end of life, and be an honour to God arid re-’ 
_ Kigion. But this is not always the cafe. Some are too 
_ proud to be inftructed. Their temper and conduct ‘are 


Wd wrong. [hey need reproof: but they will not bear it. 


‘They will withdraw. They do withdraw, and bring a fean- | 
_ dal on the caufe they had efpoufed, and deftruction on their | 
_ ewn fouls. Let me ferioufly exhort you, my dear child, to 
_ examine well your difpofitions and intentions. If you find 
_ that you defign to be infiruéted when ignorant, and reproved 


_ when wrong, then you may fay fo when you propofe your- 


 felf. But if this be not the flate and difpofition of your 


_ heart, you are not fit for the kingdom of God. I hope this’ 


_ Is your reigning temper, and if fo, hear what your gracious 
Saviour fays for your encouragement. ‘* If any man will 
—€¢ do his will, he fhall know of the do@rine, whether it be 
** of God, or whether I fpeak of myfelf.” John vii. 17. 
‘Take. care to indulge this difpofition, and the bleffed God 
willtake carethat you be led aright. 

Finally. If what I have fuppofed above, and I joyfully 
_hope,.is-the cafe, then propofe yourfelf modeftly a candidate 
for church fellowfhip. I am perfuaded that you will not be 


 gefufed 3; and I am perfuaded that you ought not to be re- 


fufed a name and a place among the fons and daughters of © 
the Lord God Almighty. It was my intention to fay many 


_ things more, but I would not be tedious. Nor is it necef- 


_ fary. When you are baptized you will be taught every thing — 
which Chrift commanded, Matt. xxviii. 20. and I hope 
you will be taught them far better than I canteach you. 
Dill then, and ever after, while you Jive on earth, look to 
_ Jefus: live by faith: glorify God: ftudy to be quiet ; adorn 
_ the do@rines of God our Saviour by a holy life: help your 
' Chriftian friends, and the caufe of God in their hands: pray 
for all: the minifters of the gofpel, and particularly your 
own minifter: and in your prayers always remember | 
| YouraffeCiionate father, 
EUSEBES. 


| 


Ailg. 20, 1798 
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re the Editor of the General Bap ift Magexin, 


If vou pleafe to give the following a place f in n your - monthly 


publication, it may, perhaps, pleafe Mary Meckly, and be 
of fome advantags to her miftrefs. Itis_ 


A tnont LETTER TO THE: MISTRESS OF MARY 


MEEKLY,. 
| Madam, 


Tam forry that you have given oceafion for fach com- 


plaints to fuch a modeft girl, whofe meeknefs and moderation - 


have, no doubt, induced her not to expofe you till now. — 
with you may be able, when you read the following lines, to 
govern your temper and bridle your tongue, till you fhall 


have ferioufly examined the remarks and confiderations which 


they contain. : 

You are, I underftand, a reader of the General Baptift 
Magazine ; when, therefore, you mieet with this letter, ftrive 
to believe that itis defigned for your advantage and honour 5 
for fo itis. And if you fhould be enabled, in your expe- 
rience, temper, and converfation, to be more conformed to 


the rules of Chriftianity, then you will have gained unutter= 


able advantage ; and you will be much more honourable in 
‘the eyes of the decent and honourable who Know you. © 

IT fap pofe, Madam, you will expe& to be looked on and 
addrefied as a Chriftian, becaufe you are a conftant attendant 
“at meeting. To be fure, if our attendance at church and 
meeting, and our looks, geftures, and poftures there, would 


determine our Chriftianity, then we could reckon a fine 


multitude of Chriftians, where now we fuppofe there are 
but a few. But the fix days of the week are much more 
likely to determine what our religion is, than four or five 
hours of one day. Common fenfe will allow this, and, 
therefore, all the world know it. A maid fervant, who 
attends on a lady in the dining room, and bed-chamber from 
day to day, if this girl have a tolerable knowledge of the 
Bible, and if fhe be impartial and unprejudiced, can deter- 
mine, much more cértainly, whether the lady is or is not 
a Chriftian, than it is poffible for any minifter to do, by 
fecing | her at themeeting, or fpeaking a few words with her 
gZ 
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now and then. I hope God knows that I with you may 
approve yourfelf a Chriftian through life, ne that you may ! 
be found of him if peace when you die! Notwithftanding, | 

however, all my good will and good wifhes for you, your re- a 
al Chriftianity is doubtful, from the heavy complaint made _ 
of you by Mary Meekly. ‘Your character is, ** foon angry” 

angry at little matters paffionate”—** fcolding”— 
€¢ out of temper for hours ;” > but I donot know how many 
hours. Sometimes perfons of fuch a temper do not gain the 
maflery over it, tillafter fun-fet. They fuffer the fun to go_ 
down upon their wrath ; contrary to the word of God, and — 
exprefsly forbidden by it. Ephef. iv. 26. Nay, it cannot ae 

be denied, and it not be diffembled now, that fome~ 

; paflionate men have allowed themfelves in their paffionate 
temper, or, as they fay, to be overtaken and overcome by it, a 
| fo near night, that they have negleéted evening prayer fome- 

‘times, with their families. And fometimes a woman has 
fuffered herfelf, in fuch a degree of irritation of temper, and 
has gone to fuch a degree in fcolding, that, when the family t 
have attended to prayer in the evening, the miftrefs oO the... | | 
houfe would not, durft not, or could not fathion to join with 
them in it! I am forry to furmifc, Madam, that this may _ 
have been the cafe fometimes with you! But if any thing of | a 

_ this nature be the cafe, it is no wonder that you are a ‘* ftum- ae 
“* bling-block” to young Mary : it would be a wonder if it 
were not fo! My poor heart is much affeGted, and, as fome 
fay, fit to bleed, for the deplorable ftate of your family ! Is 
not this what the apoftle intends by giving place to the de. 

vil? Ephef. iv. 27. 


- I with your moft ferious regard to what is faid, and toa 

be few confiderations which follow. 
4. Though you are a conttant attendant at meeting, yet, | 
is not your converfion to God ftill very doubtful? Does not Hd 
the maid fervant doubt it? Docs not a facred writer more 
‘than doubt it? If any man” or woman ‘‘ among you | 
6 feem to be religious, and bridleth not his” or her *¢ congue, : 

but decciveth his”? or her own heart, this man’s 

woman’s “ religion is vain.” > Jam i. 26. I need not tell 
you that there is much in the Bible nearly the fameas this. = 
Do not you feem to be religious : ? Do you bridle your tongue? | | 
_Tf not, then are not you in oer of ‘deceiving your own 4 
Linear? 
Qnce more, is there not a great fimilarity between your | 
temper and fcolding, and temper and converfation of | 
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many who never name the name of Chrift, nor pretend to 
rcligion at all? I mean fuch as do not con{cientioufly go to 
cither church or meeting. [Is it not very difficult for even a 
wife man to fee any difference in this, between one who pre- 
tends to religion, and a common, vulgar, ignorant heathen? 
Nay, are there not many heathens, who, in this refpect, are 
more modeft, a thoufand fold, than fome who conftantly 
attend meeting? Now the divine rule is, ‘¢ Let every one 
‘‘ that nameth the name of Chrift, depart from iniquity.” 
To name the name of Chrift, to call him Lord, Lord, and 
to be a conftant attendant at meeting, are nearly fynonymous. 
Confider this ferioufly, and depart from your iniquity. _ 
Again, You, Madam, know that the holy writers have © 
given usa long, fcandalous catalogue of angry, paffionate, 
abufive perfons. Is it not a fhame anda pity that you fhould 
be like them? Confider this ferioufly, Among, thefe are 
the furious, fiery, mad, fierce, wrathful, contentious, contra- 
dictory, gainfayers, debaters, quarrslfome, brawlers, clamor- 
ous, defamers, rafh, raging, reproachful, fome blafphemers, 
_and one kind of fcripture fools. It may perhaps excite you’ 
to hate the finful ditpofition yet more, if we tell the perfons 
and names of this lift of fcolders, many af whom were na- 
torious for it. They are fuch as Pharagh, Simeon and Levi, 
Eliab, Saul, Balaam, Nebuchadnezzar, Saul of Tarfus, 


‘Naaman, Abel, Haman, Ahafuerus, and fuch like. Ihe 
women are, Micah’s mother, Peninneh, Jezabel, Vafhti, 


_Job’s wife, Herod’s wife, Jofeph’s mittrefs, &c. &c. with, 


| probably, very many of the wives and concubines of "a le | 


} 


Very probably many of Solomon’s wives and women were 


of this kind, both becaufe they turned away his heart, 1 Kin. 


Xl. 3. and becaufe he defcribes fuch women more fully and 
plainly than any other writer of the Bible does. ‘* A foolith 
<‘ woman is the calamity of her father, and the contentions 


| -“©of a wife are a continual dropping.” Prov. xix. 1%.— 
 & Tt is better to dwell in the wildernefs, than with a conten- 


‘‘ tious and angry woman.” Prov. xxi. 19. “A toolith 
<¢ woman is clamorous; fhe is fimple, and knoweth nothing.” 
Prov. continual dropping in a very rainy day, 
¢< and a contentious woman are alike. Whofo hideth her, 
6 hideth the wind.” Prov. xxvii. 15, 16. ‘* It is better to 
‘<¢ dwell in a corner of the houfe top, than with a brawling 
‘6 woman ina wide houfe.” Prov. xxl, 9. XXV. 24. 

Note briefly a few circumftances, which may fet your heart 
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‘Rill more 
‘againft their fin, and your own. 

Some are foon angry, and angry at little things. Some are 
il tempered for nothing at all, only it is natural to them.— 
_ Some fuffer their anger to vent ‘itfelf apainft virtue and picty 
whilft themfelves are vicious and profane. Some. fuffer 
their anger to grow and rage for hours and days, till it ad- 
vance to madnéfs and malice—fome are enraged againft their 


innocent relations of the fame family—fome abutfe their fer- 


-vants and flaves—fome go mad at their cattle and beafts— 
“one hettors, fcolds, and abufes, a good obfequious afs—fome 
againft the Lord God Almighty—fome women braw] at 


fcold their own hufbands, &c. So true isthe 
defcription given of this paflionate anger, manifefted by an 


unbridled tongue. “‘ The tongue is a fire, aworld of ini- 
*¢ guity ; fois the tongue amongft our members, that it de- 


_ -*fileth the whole body, and fetteth on fire the courfe of 


«< nature, and it is fet on fire of hell. The tongue is an 
<< unruly evil, full of deadly poifon.” James i iii. 6—8. The 
 obje&ts, at which it levels it’s deadly fhafts, are fometimes 
creatures, and fometimes things, i.e. circumftances which 


occur in the courfe of Divine Providence, and our affairs in 
f life. It aims, by turns, at all beings, from the adorable 
Creator, through the almoft infinite gradation of creatures, 


_ down to the afs, to the moufe in the cheft, and the caterpillar 

in the garden. Thecircumftances are any, in cotati, from 
the fall of our firft parents to a wrinkled apron-ftring ! or a 
not clean enough pocket handkerchief! 


I wonder much, if you be not, ‘on frongly 
tempted to exclaim againil this fintul difpofition and praétice, 


as too childifh and mean for any rational being, often pecu- 
liarly fcaridalous, but in one who pretends to religion abfo- 
‘Jutely intolerable! This is indeed the truth of the cafe ; 
but far from being the whole truth. Nor is it my defign, 
-§n this familiar epiftle, to reprefent it, as it deferves. I hope 
fotter terms will anfwer the purpofe for your reformation. — 


Confider, again, Madam, if you allow yourfelf in paffionat at 


brawling and fcolding, how much unlike you are to thofe 
good men, who, when they were in our world, were the 
glory of mankind. Thefe are, Abraham, Jacob, Jofeph, 


Mofes, Samuel, Job, David, Daniel, Jeremiah, &c. &c.— 
Thefe could be hated, perfecuted, taunted, and defpifed, and © 


have their names cait dut as evil, and yet could guard their 
rears and bridle their tongue to admiration. And when 


abufed | 


againft the odious character of thefe perfons, and 
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abufed and provoked the moft cruelly, could anfwer with 
meeknefs and moderation, which have done them immortal | 
honour. Do not you with to immortalize your name, and 
the name of your family, your anceftors and progenitors, by { 
g imitating thefe fervants of God, who are now, through their ; 
, faith and patience on earth, inheriting the promifes in their 
; _moft complete and glorious extent? O let the difgrace, on 
| _.the one hand, and the honour on the other, by the grace of 
God, work in your mind a proper deteftation of the profanity, 
and emulation for the virtue! 
_Leit I be tedious, 1 will not now refer you to many of the 
apoftles, and the firft Chriftians—you read of them in the 
New Teftament, and hear much of them at meeting ; yet I 
will do myfelf, and you, and the Lord of glory, the honour 
of prefenting Him to your view and gonfideration. The 
Lord Jefus Chrift, you know, was, at the fame time, a fa- 
crifice for fin and a pattern of holinefs. This fingle Cha- 
racter was a perfect mirror for all the fons and daughters of © 
Adam. ‘This is true, if applied to the ftate and temper of 
his mind, the government of his paflions, or his whole prac- 
tice. The confequence is, that you are fo far right as you 
imitate the bleffed Jefus, and fo far imperfec&t as you come 
fhort of his imitable example: and this is the cafe with ail 
mankind. If we have no difpofition and defign to imitate 
him in temper and behaviour, we have no right to be called, 
after him, Chriftians. 1f we defire and ftrive toimitate him, 
but come fhort, then are we imperte&t. How did Jefus be- 
have, and what was the regular ftate of his temper? Hear, 
Madam, his own account. ‘* Take my yoke upon you, 
‘¢ and learn of me, for I am meek, and lowly in heart.” 
Matt. xi. 29. Did the Lord Jefus allow himfelf to be paf- 
fionate and angry at little things? Was he foon angry? 

_ Did he allow his angry temper to govern him for hours? Is 
it poflible for you to think that he had not as much provoca- 
tion and oceafion to be angry as you have? Sure it is not 
poflible! I cannot conceive what kind of a meeting you can_ 
attend, except at the Jewifh Synagogue, and be able to be- 
lieve this. But let his daily companions anfwer for him. 

© When he was reviled, he reviled not again ; but committed 
himfelf to him that judgeth righteoufly.”—** Who en- 
“ dured fuch contradi@ion of finners againft himfelf.”— 
‘© He was led as a lamb to the flaughter; and as a fheep 
‘‘ before her fhearers is dumb, fo he opened not his 
mouth.” | 
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But was he not outrageous in his temper when he reproved | 


his difciples for their faults? No: his moderation fhines 


in this remarkably... When the fons of thunder would needs. 


call fire from heaven to deftroy the inattentive Samaritans, 
he rebuked them with ‘ ye know not what manner of fpirit 
«<< ye areof. Iam not come to deftroy men’s lives, but to 
«fave them.” When Simon Little-love (Luke vii.) had 
neglected, not the wathing of his neckcloth, but his feet, 
doves he fly ina rage to make him fenfible of his partial re- 
fpect? Far from it. He tells him plainly and freely, but 
does not fcold. When entering the garden of Gethfemane, 
in the moft awful fituation in which any of the human kind 
ever was, or can be, in this world, when he had earneftly 


wifhed his three felected difciples to wake with him an hour, 


but they did not, did he begin foon to be angry? Was he 


angry at all? So far from it, he could fcarcely chide them. 


O that you and | were more like to him whom we call Lord, 
Lord! 

Let me prefent to your ferious conf deration | the glorious, 
adorable, and infinite Jehovah, the Fountain of Perfection. 


Is it common with you, Madam, to be foon angry? Then 


you are commonly the reverfe of your Creator. There 


“never was a creature fo juftly noted for being flow to anger, 


as Almighty God is noted for it. Examine the facred writ- 
ings, and you will find how often they affert this. Examine 
the hiftory of all nations, and of all mankind, and you can- 
not meet with the like honourable encomium given to one, 
fo eften provoked, and who has fo much occafion to be angry. 


‘Do you retain your angry temper for hours? But the 


powerful God, in his difpofition towards his imperfeet fer- 
vants, retains his anger but for a moment. — Pfa. xxx. 5. 


How wife, and how honourable, to God, was the choice of | 


his fervant David! Let me fall into the hands of God, 
rather than into the hands of man! You muft, Madam, 
you muft be more like the merciful God. Strive to be no 


harder with your fervant girl, than your Maker is with 


you. 

“Once more. I doubt not that you with to go to heaven, 
when you fhall have done with this world. If fo, you mutt 
know you cannot be allowed the liberty which you now take. 
You mutt not be allowed to be foon angry, and {cold, there. 


Tf you think any thing at all of going to heaven, note well = 
this important remark—that you do not indulge any difpo- 


fition and temper of mind now, which is inconfiftent with 
| heaven, 
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heaven, and which cannot be indulged there. Paffionate 
anger is more confiftent with Bedlam than with heaven. If 
you ever did give yourfelf up to God as his fervant, and if 
you wifh, fincerely with, to pleafe, love, and ferve God, it 


will be fufficient grief and fhame to you, to feel fuch a carnal - 


mind, fo much at enmity with God, without indulging and 
allowing it. But if you never have turned from your fin, 
and trufted in Chrift, I exhort you to make hafte: flee for 
your life. Evilis before you! Truft in Jefus Chrift as your 
Saviour—own him as your Lord and Lawgiver. By this you 
will gain power over your finful, fhameful temper, and be 
made meet for heaven. | 


am your humble fervant, 
And fincerely wifh to do you good. Amen. 
Of. 5, 1798. 


BAPTIST HISTORY. 


“RISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION OF GENE= 


— 


Continued from page ASS. 


A SHORT time before the expulfion of Mr. Kendrick, 
which happened in the year 1760, the fubjects of our hiftory 


fuftained a ferious difafter, owing to their ignorance of the - 


law, and their abundant zeal to propagate the gofpel. They 
were fituated at a great diftance from each other, and from 
the places where they ftatedly aflembled to receive the Lord’s 
fupper, which were Melbourn and Barton, and where they 
alternately attended once a month for that purpofe. The 
numbers which came from diftant places were often con- 
fiderable, frequently a hundred or more; and of courfe would 
ftand in need of refrefhment during their fiay at thefe places. 
Tt was not poffible to accommodate fo large a company among 


the friends refiding there; and they had confiderable objec- 


tions againit reforting to public houfes on thofe days, had 
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there been houfes of that defcription fufficient to receive 
them. And though this might have been done at Mel- 


bourn, it could not at Barton, there being then no public 


_houfe in the village. ‘Their love of ceconomy and fociability 
Jed them to adopt a plan, which, in the iflue proved very ex- 
-penfive. A plain dinner was provided at a private houfe, and 


each perfon paid to the deacons or treafurers, what he could 


afford in a voluntary way. As fome fubfcribed liberally, the 
poor were often entertained free of expence, or at moft for a 


very trifling fum. Sometimes thefe fubfcriptions paid the 


whole expence, and at other times fell fhort, and when any 


deficiency appeared, recourfe was had to the general ftock. 
They had no fufpicion of the illegality of their proceedings, 


or, that they were trefpafling againft the laws refpecting 


victuallers, and therefore made no fecret of the bufinefs. In- 
deed, it was thought by many to be no infringement on the 
Jaw, there being no demand made of any individual; never- 
thelefs it was fufficient to encourage the officers of excife to 


Tay a plan for their detetion and conviétion. An infignificant 


man, by profeffion a barber, came to Melbourn, and fixed 


his abode there for fome time. Nobody knew from whence 
he came, nor did that give much concern to any one. But, | 


forfooth, the barber muft go to meeting, he looked wonder- 
fully demure, and frequently feemed much affected by the 
preaching. He gains a familiarity with the people, attends 


all the meetings, to which he can have accefs. At laft he is 


converted, and joy and rejoicing enfues! On the monthly 
days, to be fure, he muft attend the dinner, and contribute 


his fubfcription ; and making himfelf fully acquainted with 


the mode of defraying the expences, he quickly decamps, 
like Judas Ifcariot, and turns informer and traitor. The con- 


_ féquence was, that fome of the principal perfons concerned, 


both at Barton and Melbourn, were f{ummoned before a magif- 


trate, and on the barber’s evidence alone, were convicted, 


and fined fifty pounds in each place, which was immediately 


paid without any mitigation. Thus did the barber perform 
his office completely. 

- Confidering the low circumftances of the generality of the © 
people, and the heavy burdens they fuftained in the general. 
amaintenance of their caufe, this circumftance was a dreadful 
iblow: however, they had no alternative. ‘They were fallen 
_. dnto the hands of their enemies, and they muft abide the con- 
fequences:as well as they could; for though means were ufed 
for the mitigation of the penalty, and the intereft of refpect- 

able characters .obtained to plead their caufe, among whom 
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five blaw; for it appeared to us, that the enemy were fo cooped 


OF GENERAL BAPTIST&. 


‘Were the mayor, and fome of the firft tradefmen of Derby *, 
it proved unavailing, and the utmoft rigour was exercifed 


which the law in the hands of prejudiced men would admit, 


of an indictment againft Mr. Thomas Robinfon and Mr. 
George Turner, both of Meibourn, in the county of Derby, 
for doing fomething contrary to the cuftoms of the cute 
which we have reafon.to believe is more the effect of an op- 
preflive {pirit in thofe into whofe hands they are fallen, than 
any awe or defign in the perfons thus indicted. 


he two above perfons tranfaét a good deal. of bufinefs in 


this town, and are well efteemed by all with whom they 
trade, as men of veracity and integrity, and have always 
apesowed themfelves. good and. loyal fubjeéts to his Majetty 


ing George; men whom we can heartily recommend to 


deferve the liberty the ac& of toleration entitles. them to. 


We are, gentlemen, | 
. SAMUEL CROMPTON, Mayor of Derey; 
ROBERT BAKEWELL, . | 
THOMAS MILNES.” 
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AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLES 
MAN IN IRELAND TO MR, WILLIAM THOMP& 


Dublin; hug. I, 1798. 


SIR, 


In my laft letter mentioned, that much depended on the 


reduction of Wexford, which at that time was in the hands of 
the rebels. We thought here, that it would have been a deci- 


wi A letter was’ written bythe mayor, and figned by him- 
felf and four other perfons, which is here inferted verbatim. 


“ WE whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, are informed -—__ 
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up, as not to have it in their power to efcape; but we were 
‘foon convinced to the contrary. A day or two before the 
‘evacuation of Wexford, a body of rebels, to the amount of 
“near twenty thoufand, took poffeffion of Vinegar-hill, an 
exceedingly ftrong pofition, as the afcent is nearly perpert= 
_~diculat, and the hill rifes in the form of acone. This hill 
‘ftands clofe to the once lovely town of Ennifcorthy (now, 


«alas! -aheap of ruins), and about eleven miles from Wex- 


ford. The enemy thought themfelves fecure here for a cor- 
_ ~fiderable time, and therefore feemed to bid defiance to our 
‘army, which was not a fourth part of their number. On the 
top of the hill therebel ftandard was erected, and their green 
‘eolours waved with apparent triumph over our little army in 
the Vale, where every now and then they fhouted, ** No king, 
< and liberty for ever.” ‘General Lake made every neceflary 
difpofition for an attack, but: findirig the force he had too 
mall to begin, he refolved to defer until] nine in the morn- 
ing, at which hour he expected <a ftrong reinforcement frotn 
near Wexford. Whether the rebels had information of this 


or not, I cannot fay, but it feemed‘from their conduct that - 


_ they had, for inftead of ‘waiting for‘us, they commenced their 
attack at feven. For fome time our cannon oud do no 
execution, fuch was the fituation of the'place. At length 
the general refolved to try what effe€t a few bomb-fhells 
would have onthem, About eighty or ninety of thefe deadl 
mefiengers were fent to the top of the nll; which were fo 
faithful to their charge, that all. except three or four, carried 
‘death in a rainy of awful forms, to the terrified and wonder- 
‘ing multitude 3 for many of the rebels could not tell what ta 
ake of them. Some‘cried-out,-“ They fpit fire at us;’’ and 
others;* We can ftand any thing but thofe guns which fire twice.’ 
- Our general perceiving them in confufion, gave orders to al- 


cend, which were obeyed withthe greatett alacrityand courage. 


Jt was an arduous tafk, and took-us_up about two hours and a 
half to accomplifh, as the enemy kept up a {mart, though ir- 
_gegular fire, with-great and {mall arms, on our men in their 
afcent. At length*we gained the fummmit, fhouting “ Long 
« Jive King George, and down with republicanifm,”? and im- 
mediately feizing the rebel ftandard, trampled it under our feet. 
~The cannon were then drawn up, and as the rebels retreated 
down the hill, they fell like the mown grafs. Neverthelefs 
amany thoufands of them efcaped, though they were purfued 


“for four hours, and the country was literally ftrewed with theit | 


carcafes. A ferjeant on whom I could depend, told. me, he 
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endeavoured to count the dead bodies, but they were too 


The news of this defeat inftantly flew to the rebels. in 
Wexford, who were greatly difmayed, and Knowing they. 


_ were not able to keep the town againft a victorious army, 


they thought beit to fly as well as they could. Two of the 
rcbel commanders fled to the Saltees, a’little ifland in the fea, 
where they were difcovered and taken. Many. threw away. 
their arms, that they might not be fufpeGted, and the reft fled — 
over the bridge to the barony, of F orth, leaving many of 
their rear dead behind them. I cannot quit the affair 
of Wexford, without taking notice of fome things, which 
are truly interefting, and while they deeply affect the feeling 
heart, may prove a lafting bleffing. 

— It was on the 30th of May that the rebels took poffeffion ae 
of Wexford. As foon as they had taken the town, they fet 


up a new fyftem of government, and iffued out a proclamar i 
tio in the name of the people, requiring that certain perfons. 


who were inimical to their caufe, fhould be apprehended and 
lodged in prifon. ‘They now thought that the day was theirc 
own, as well as the property of all Proteftants and Loyalifts ; 
and it was truly ludicrous, in the midft of the calamities of 
that town, to fee the clumfy country girls, who had followed 


_ the rebels, dreffed up in all the finery of the Wexford ladies, 


and parading the ftreets with their ragged companions from 
morning to night ; while the poor ladies were obliged to fly — 


| from their comfortable dwellings and the luxuries. thereof, to | 


{eek fhelter on fhip-board, or to beg their bread, from thofe 
who partook of their bounty not long before. Such is the 
world in which we live: fuch is the equality which this new 


| fyftem holds forth: and fuch the uncertainty of all things 


here! Happy are they who have their treafure laid up above, 


where. there is no danger of an’ infurrection, and where the 
thief cannot break through nor fteal. 


All the Proteftants they could pick up in ‘the country ; they 


carried | to Wexford, where they were clofely confined, and in. 
_ daily expetation of being maffacred. Among whom were 


_ feveral of our people, together with a leader, an exhorter, and 


fa travelling-preacher, VIZ. brother Andrew Taylor, who was 


imprifoned three weeks. The two days previous to their de- — 
liverance, ninety-five Proteftants were bien to the bridge 
of Wexford, and piked to death in the mott cruel manner 5 
and on the day on which they were delivered, the remainder 
were to + ae : but God fent the king’s troops in due time, 
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and faved them. Some of the poor women were fo overcome ~— 


_ with this unexpeéted deliverance, that they loft their fenfes 
with joy, and did not recover them for many days. ‘The ex- 


horter, George Taylor, who lodges now with me, was taken | 
‘prifoner by the rebels at Goree, and there brought out to be 


fhot; but by divine interpofition was faved; neversthelefs, 


becaufe he would not join the rebels, they pinioned and hand- 


cuffed him, after ftripping him of his clothes from head to 


foot, and giving him a foldier’s old coat and breeches, which — 


Were too little for him, and thus with nineteen Proteftants 
more, tied in like manner, they were made to walk twenty- 
one miles with fcarcely any refrefhment. 

I pafs over for want of «ame, feveral particulars refpecting 


our friends while in prifon. Suffice it to obferve, that in one 


_ prifon where brother Andrew Taylor was, they had prayer 


teitants, when they faw death ftaring them in the face, 


ip thronged in among our friends to hear prayer, and would, if 
poffible, have got into their very fouls to hide themfelves from 
thefenemy. In thistown we had one martyr, viz. James > 


Clarke, a man of a grave and ferious difpofition. The 


_ gorning on which he was called out to fuffer, he was very 
ynuch oppreffed. He opened his mind to brother Taylor, 


and told him he was not able to fupport the load which la 
upon his mind; that he never had fuch views of himfelf, 


and that he feared he fhould not be able to endure the trial. 
_ But while they were at prayer the Lord was pleafed to make _ 
himfelf known to his feeble fervant; he lifted the light of 


his countenance upon him, banifhed all his fears, and ena- 


bled him to meet death with Chriftian courage, which hap- 


ned about an hour after. So you fee the promife of God 
As fure, ** As thy day is, fo fhall thy frength be.” 
| The day following, George Taylor and feventeen Proteft- 
_ ants were brought out to the bridge to fuffer death, When 
brother Taylor drew near the bridge, there was a great cry 
among the rebels, ‘‘ Here comes the fwaddling preacher !”"* 


_ (fortit feems they miftook him for Mr. Andrew Taylor, who 


‘travels, as he wore his furtout inftead of the foldier’s coat,) 
© Here comes the {waddling preacher!” faid they, ‘* Pike 
“* him at any rate.” He was accordingly led to the bridge, 


_and made to kneel with the reftin arow. He happened pro- _ 


Papilts, | 


| * A term of reproach fixed on the Methodifts by the Irith, 


videntially 


twice or three times a day, and feveral of the Pro- 
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videntially to be the ninth man on-his ‘knees. They began 


at the head, and piked fix; juft then the parifh prieft, a 


compaflionate man, came up, and feeing the blood flowing 
along the bridge, was fo fhocked,. that he could not help.ex- — 
claiming to the rebels, “ You have loft your caufe, for you 

«“ have fhed innocent blood! and unlefs you defift, the venge- 
“ ance of God will purfue you.” They infifted they would 
go on with their bloody work. Then faid the prieft, “ Fall 
“on your knees, and pray for the prifoners before you. put 
«“ them to death.’’. They immediately obeyed. “ Now,” faid he, 
“ Pray for that mercy for the prifoners, which, you would © 
“ with to have fhewn to yourfelves, fuppoling you ‘were.cir- 
“ cumftanced like them.”” They were fo foftenecd bythis good | 
man’s conduét, that they had ‘not-power to lay hands upon the 


prifoners,.and the fix already mentioned, were the laftof the 


ninety-five who fuffered in Wexford. How true is that old : 


faying, ‘ Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” Help 


~ and deliverance are much nearer than we can expect. + © 


_ On their..way back to the: prifon,. they were met’ by one 


_ Dixon, a captain among) the rebels, who was quite outrage- 
ous, at their. being reprieved, and declared, “1 will find a 


“© way to make an end of them.” The prieft, to foften him, 


 faid, “ They are fpared till to-morrow.” In the evening, 


however, Dixon, at, the inftigation of his wife, was for break- 
ing into the prifon at the head of a party, and to put all the 
Proteftants to death; but he was oppofed by one Kane, a man 
of fome repute among the rebels, who in fome fray had loftan _ 
arm, but not his courage or humanity. “ You are a cowardly 

“ f{coundrel, faid he to Dixon; you have not courage to-go 
Geld ;. but you would cut off a 
“ number of innocent helplefs men in cold blood: before you 
“ attempt any thing upon them, you muft fight me.”’. Dixon, 


though not foftened, yet was terrified. So God; unexpectedly 


raifed up another friend among the rebels, to fave the prifone 
ers’ lives. Blefled be his holy name forever... 
_ About five o’clock in the morning, Mr. ‘Andrew Taylor, 
who had ‘been watching all night, fell afleep, and dreamed, 
that he-looked out of his prifon window and faw the rebels re- 
treating before the king’s troops. Some of whom he thought 
were Englifhmen ; and that a party of them came into the jail ; 
upon which he afked them, “ What brought you here?” They 
anfwered, “ To protect you.” He inftantly awoke, and ob- 
ferving one of his fellow-prifoners fitting near-him with his 


- hand under his head, who faid to Mr. Taylor, * Do you hear 


“ the cannon?” he arofe immediately, and going to'the win. 
dow 
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dow heard it diftinal ys which continued from feven o’clock 
to half paft eight. This’ was the engagement at Vinegar-Hill, 
eleven miles from Wexford. At twelve o'clock, one of the 
Proteftant prifoners enquired of the centinel, “ If there were 
_ “any probability that they fhould’be murdered that day ?” 
He anfwered with fome concern, “I believe we have other 

“ work upon our hands.’’ Soon after, they heard that the 
~ Kine*s army was within three miles of Wexford, which re- 
_ wived their hopes of deliverance. Yet they little knew that 
the Papifts. had, even at-that awful crifis, concerted a plan for 

deftroying them all, before the king's army could enter Wex- 

fard.s “TPhishorrible plot. was providentially defeated by one 

@f their sown party, who feting that they were already 

toxicated with blood, and-thirfting for more, he ordered the | 
drumo beat retreat, which roufed the cruel ‘nvurderers to a 
fenfe of their own danger; iti tonfequence‘of which they fled 
_inall diredtions, leaving the keys of the feveral prifons be- 
hind them. The king’s ‘army immediately entered ;—the 
prifon ‘doors flew open ;—and' the joy of hufbands ‘and wives, 
parents and childfen, brothers ‘and fifters, -upon'their unex- 
peéted meeting is indefcribable. Mr. Taylor fays, It was. the 
 moft affecting fcene he ever beheld. They gave their de- 
_ Jiverers three cheers; and blefled him who ruleth over all, for 
fending falvation in the time of need, I find I can hardly _ 
quit the ae and yet fam ftriving to make it as-concife as 
My foul feems as if it were in the midft of them, 
and enters into their fufferings and joys. Glory be to God 
_ _.for his goodnefs and his loving kindnefs, fo wonderfully mani- 
Gefted in the hour of darknefS and diftrefs.—-- 
In this narrative, I have confined myfelf chiefly to the affair 
of Wexford. But there are feveral intervening occurrences 
of an important nature, one of which I[ beg leave to mention. 
I had the relation from a perfon of ftri€t veracity; who was 
on the fpot. At Gorey, the Popifh rebels attacked the 
church, and net only broke the windows, but fpoiled the 
pews. ‘They ’broke in pieces the Ten Commandments which 
were over. the Communion-Table, and pulled the ‘leaves out 
of the Bible‘and Prayer-Book, and {trewed them in the aifles 
of the church. -They then brought two Proteftants up to the 
Communion-T able, and withtheir pikes wounded them mor- 


| tally; “and conclude their horrid cruelty, they led them, 


while:they were able to walk, back to the church door ; their 
blood flowing in‘ ftreams all the way, and ftaining the facred 
pagesof the Bible which the Papifts had trodden under their 
feet. Nir. G. who had been in all the great-battles, and who 
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is now preferred for his intrepidity and good Lchestaeeicie 
tne, that he was fo affected, with feeing fh houfe and word of — 
Csod fo abufed, by thofe inhuman and facrilegious monfters, 


that he retired into the gallery, and wept abundantly. 


I am yours affectionately, | 


the Editor of the General Bere Mogae. | 


‘SIR, 


IT is one of the glories of sev that it brought 
life and immortality to light ; and thereby laid a foundation 


for the happinefs of fociety, even in this life, on principles 


far more powerful than any which the light of nature could 
afford ; for it is a truth allowed by the advocates of infidelity 
themfelves, that the ‘hope of future rewards and the dread of 


future punifhment are better calculated to incite the mind to 


the performance of focial dutics, and to reftrain it from the 
vices moft deftructive to the welfare of the community, than 
any of the arguments drawn from the beauty of virtue, the 
fitnefs of things, &c. which fhine with fo falfe a glare in 
the declamations of our moral infidels. An anecdote which 
‘I met with the other evening, in carelefsly turning over 
Dodfley’ s Annual Regifter for 1780 illuftrates this thought 
in a very ftriking manner. As I conceived it might be ufe- _ 
ful to thew the tendency of opinions at prefent too fafhiona- © 
ble, I have fent it to you; and fubmit it entirely to your 
judgment whether it merit a poms in. your ufeful Magazine, 
or not. 


Ina ppears that Mr. Mallet, wall known ‘in the literary 


world, as a-poet, biographer;.and- politician, was a great 


free-thinker, and: made no fcruple.to diffeminate his f{ceptical 
Opinions wherever he could with propriety introduce them. 
At his own table indeed his lady, who.was a ftaunch advo- 
cate for her hufband’s opinions, would often, 1 in med warmth 
of argument, fay ‘* We Deitts, Sir.” | 

The Je&ture upon the principles of infidelity. was repeated 
fo often, and urged with fo much. earneftnefs, that the infe- 
rior domeftics foon became as able difputants as the. a 
of the family. . The fellow who waited at table, being 
roughly convinced, that for any.mifdeeds he fhould ea no 
after-account to MAES, refolved to profit by the doctrine, and 
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made’ off with many things of confiderable value, particu-— 
_ farly the plate. Luckily he was fo clofely purfued, that he 
_ ‘was brought back with his prey to his matter’s houfe, who 
examined him before fome fele@ friends. At firft the man 
was fullen, and would anfwer no queftions put to him ; but 
being urged to give a reafon for his infamous behaviour, he 
refolutely faid, ‘* Sir, I had heard you fo often talk of the 
ae impoflibility of a future ftate, and that, after death there 
_ €* was no reward for virtue, or punifhment for vice, that I 
) © was tempted to commit the robbery.”—‘* Well ; but you 
| > $¢ vafcal,” replied Mallet, ‘* had you no fear of the gallows?” 
| ee Sir,” faid the fellow, looking flernly.at his mafter, ‘¢ what 
4g that to you, if. I had a mind to venture that? "You had 
Bee a removed my greateft terror; why fhould I fear the lefs ?” 
PT am, with great 
SOURS 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Own Thurfday, 22d of November, brother John Bartel, of 
Gofberton, was ordained to the paftoral office over ;the Ge- 
neral Baptift Church at Spalding, Lincolnfhire. At the fame 
time Sedthers Lawfon and Neale, members of the fame 
church, were alfo ordained to the office of deacons. The 
bufinefs of the day was eonduéted in the following order. 
_ Morning fervice. Began by brother Taylor, of Bofton, 


-yeading fuitable portions of feripture. Brother Binns, of 


Bourne, offered up the general prayer. Brother Taylor with 
impofition of hands, (being joined therein by seiliais Binns, 
Burgefs, and Briggs) engaged in the ordination prayer ; and 

_ brotherBurgefs gave the charge to the minifter, from Col. i. 7. 

‘fatterspart of the laft claufe, ** A faithful minifter of Chrift.” 
_ Afternpon fervice. Brother Taylor began with reading 
_ ‘appropriate portions of fcripture ; Mr. Crapps, of Spalding, 

(Particular Baptift being took the friendly 

_ part of offering up the general prayer. Brother Burge 
united with brothers Taylor, Briggs, and Binns, in laying 

_ hands on the two eleCted deacons, and engaged in the ordina- 


and | brother Briggs delivered to them are 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
from 1 Tim. iii. 13. For they that have ufed the office of 


a deacon well, &c.”’ 
Evening fervice began with finging. Brother Wright of 
Peterborough engaged in the general prayer, and brother 
Binns delivered a difcourfe to the church, fetting forth their 
duties to their minifter, from 1 Theff. i. 13. “ And to effeem 
§ them very highly in love for their work’s fake.” 
_ Brother Taylor, at proper intervals, gave out the hymns, 
which were fung in the courfe of all the three fervices, 


— 


To the Editor of the General Baptif! Mazazine. 
¥f the following account fhould be judged proper for the 
General Baptift Magazine, itis at yourfervice. Youmay 


rely on the truth and accuracy of the relation, as I was my- 
felf an affected eye-witnefs of the whole awful event. 


6 


an elderly woman, who had enjoyed a very good ftate of ee 
health, drank tea in the afternoon with more than common a 
cheerfulnefs, and frequently remarked how heartily fhe had | 
eaten. Entirely engaged in providing accommodations for — | 
future life, fhe was peculiarly anxious to devife means to ex- 
clude the cold, and make her - habitation comfortable during 

the prefent winter. In about half an hour after, fhe com- 

7 plained of a ftiff neck, which fhe attributed toa cold that fhe 
| fuppofed fhe had caught on the preceding night. She faid no 
more of it, however; but according to her ufual cuftom re- 

| tired to bed, between fix and feven o’clock; and defired a 

e girl, who flept with her, to bring’ her a Jittle warm beer 

| and a ioaft at nine o’clock ; obferving, I thall have a gax 

i _  fleep before then.” About nine o’clock, the girl went up, 
according to her defire; but found her cold and lifelefs, 
lying flat on her face upon the bed. 

It appeared from circumftances, that fhe had begun to un- 
-_drefs herfelf, as her gown was taken off, and fpread over the 

_ -bed, and that in the very aé& of unlacing her ftays fhe had 

fallen down dead. It is probable that fhe-had not 
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OBITUARY. 


leaft ftruggle, nor perhaps had breathed after fhe fel! 3; for no 
- moife was heard in the room beneath that in which this event _ 


happened; and the pofture in which fhe was found, was 

evidently the effect of falling forwards upon the bed, at the 

fide of which fhe had been ftanding, her hands lying behind 

her, ready totake holdof her lace. 
How awfully, Sir, do circumftances like thefe, evince the 

propricty of thatfacred advice, ‘* Be ye always ready.” 

Iam your’s, 


1798 SACRO BOSCO. 


Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


If you pleafe to give the following relation, which I think is 
_ peculiarly awful, a place in your ufeful Magazine,. who 
knows, but that, through the divine bleffing, it may con- 


tribute a little towards inducing fome of your readers to be | 


wife, and toconfider their latter end ? 


Death of Abrabam Barret, of the Townfbip of Ovenden, in the 
_Parifh of Halifax, and County of York, Coalminer, 
_ON Monday, in the afternoon, September 24, 1798, Abra- 
_. ham Barret, firing a mufket at two wild pigeons, by the mufket’s 


_burfting, received the ftroke and wound, by which in a few | 
days he died. “The mufket was in bad repair, and much 


overloaded. As it burft a piece of it flew again{t the fore- 
_ head of the unhappy object, and fractured that part of the 
fkull, which anatoinifts call the os frontes. The wound was 


very wide, about five inches in circumference; the fkull where 


the wound was made was fhattered to pieces, eleven diftinct 


_ {plinters were takeh out of the wound, befides much that was — 
ground nearly to powder. It was drefled fuperficially that _ 


evening, and more perfectly the next day by two {furgeons. 
_ "The patient appeared as well as could be expected, refted to 


 ferably in the night, and retained the ufe of his reafon. The | 
“wound was dreffed again on the Thurfday, and looked well; 


but, in about four hours after, he began to be much affected 


«with pain, yet was fenfible; the pain increafed on the 


Friday, and on the Saturday was very violent ; he languifhed 


3 


_ till about midnight on Saturday, and then died. aia’ his 
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OBITUARY. - 


| death, the wound was examined, and it was found that one 
, fplinter of the bone had cut through the dura mater into the 
_ brains. This circumftance happened about half a mile from 
the houfe. Abraham Barret was buried the following Wed-_ 
nefday, Oétober 3d, in the burying-ground of the Methodift 
meeting-houfe in Bradfhaw. He had attended the Methodift- 
a meeting about a year, and now joined with them. He was — 
_ not much above thirty years old, and has left a wife and fix — 
{mall children, who mutt feel, probably, with much anxiety, 
this awful ftroke for a longtime. He was avery affectionate a 
hufband and father, anda quiet, fober, induftrious man. They | q 
who attended him till his death, fpeak very favourably of his t|. i 
= intereft in Chrift, and his comfortable aflurance of heaven, — } 
He has left a feeble mother, and, what makes the painful cir-_ — 
cumftance unfpeakably more fo, to the family and friends in 
general, and to the aged mother efpecially, is, his father, her 
hufband, was killed in a coal pit, juft fifty-eight weeks before 
he was, he never fpoke after the ftroke; but died inftantly. 
About nine years before the father was killed, another fon was 
killed in a coal pit; he lived about fix months after the deadly 
ftroke; but he lived in a moft pitiable condition, never being 
able to move any part of his body, but his hands and head, all — 
the time. When I fee old Martha Barret, the afflicted wife 
and mother of thefe men, | cannot help being ftruck with the 
heart affecting remonftrance of Naomi, when fhe returned out » 
of the land. of Moab to Bethlehem. ‘ Call me not Naomi, | 
“© call me Mara; for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly #8 8 §} 
“with me. Iwent out full, and the Lord hath brought me : 
“home again empty; why then call ye me Naomi, feeing 
J “the Lord hath teftifed againft me, and the Almighty hath 
afflicted me !’? Ruth i. 20, 
~ You, Mr. Editor, and your readers will, I dare fay, make . 
many fuitable reflections. I think the following are fuitable __ 1 
1. Not to pretend to unravel and expound all the circum= — } 
{tances of divine providence; but humbly admireand adore the aa 
divine Superintendant as a being too good and too wife to do - 
wrons ; and wait, with patience, till all fhall be fully ex- 
plained. | 


2> Notto meddle with mufkets, or any other kind of fire+ 
arms till evident duty call to it. | | 


q 3. Daily to pray for thofe whofe duty it is to ufe thet de- 
ftructive weapons, &c. and for thofe whofe occupation is in’ 

- mines and quarries of coals, lead, iron, ftone, marble, lime, &c. 
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 yemembering, at the fame time, that they are thus employed for 
as well as for themfelves. | ee 


occupations. | 


5 Not to boaft of to-morrow, becaufe we do not know 


what aday may bring forth ; but to live, looking to the Lord 


Jefus Chrift, and ftriving to pleafe God, that we may be found © 
_ ofhim in peace, when we die! That this may be the cafe with. 
- you, Sir, and with the readers of your good Magazine, is the - 


Of your’s, &c. affectionately, 


Queenfbead, O@. 10, 1798. 


A few General Baptifts have lately built a meeting-houfe 
at Newtown, near Portfmouth. It was opened on the 16th 


inftant, when the Reverend David Bogue, A. M. preached © 


> 


a moft excellent fermon, from Pfalm Ixxxix. 15. “ Blefled is 


the people who Know the joyful found,” The place would 
not hold more than half the people whoaflembled. It was very 


much crowded, alfo, in the evening, when Mr. Kingsford 


| preached. May the Lord fpeak, in that houfe, to the hearts 
of many to their everlafting joy! 
To the Editor of the General Baptif?t Magazine. — 


 ¥ fhould be glad to know what we are to underftand bj 


being born of water and of the fpirit, John iii. 5. And alfo 


what is meant by James v. 14, 15. And whether that practice 
fiould be ufed now. Alfo your thoughts on Matthew xviii. 
r8. 19. will greatly oblige feveral of ‘your readers. LS. 


4. Daily to pray for the widows and fatherlefs children, — 
and mothers of thole who lofe their lives in fuch places and _ 
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THE SEASONS, 


wand’ring fteps 
Thro’ Nature's various 
—See Spring, with dewy fingers, | 
Scatter around ambrofial {Weets, 
Freth life and vigour thro’ the world | 
di uufe. 


Where are the ftorms that late, with | 
dreadful power, 


O’erwhelm’d the. earth, while Boreas , 


raging thro’ 


The midw y air, {fpread defolation round | ? | 
‘in is their force ; and now the | 


peaceful gales 


Waft health and fragrance on thei 


wings. 
So 

re gn’d [fpoke, 
And jarring elements, th, ALMIGHTY 


And beauty from the wild —_ 


Thee ould I praife, creative, 
reign Pow’r! 
Who from the higheft heav’ns look 
down benign 
And bounteous, turn’ft the varied fe. 
fons round, 


Thee w ill I praife, when, ruthing | 


the north, . 


Th ‘impetuous tempeft roars, wide. 


wafting, loud, 
Whirling the fleecy fnow aloft in air— 


The only covering of a naked world! 


Or when fair Spring, Aurora of the 
year, 


Impregns the frozen earth with genial 
warmth, 
And her green mantle over the wide | 
world f 
While Hope plays wanton round the 
budding earth— 


?Tis here we fee thy milder ve 


fhine, 
a new creation ai’ for man 


a old’ Chaos Confafion 


SACRED POETRY. 


Yet net alone Ag gorgeous {pring 


difplays 


Thy lavith lace wiriter fule 
| C RF | Shews forth thy terrors.—Lo! the 
OME Contemplation, guide my | 


| fummer comes, 

 Profufe of heat, enliv’ning, 

Perfe€ting all. But when the fervid 
ra | 

Breeds fiery vapours in the louring ait, 

Fierce lightnings glare, and .thunders 
roll’d on thunders 

Hideous roar—til! at thy nod the wild, 

‘Tumultuous, elemental war fubfides, 

While we, appall’d, ftand at 

thy power, 


praife, ficene, 


What Spring had promis’d and the heat 
intenfe 

Of vig’rous Summer ripen’d, here we 
view, 

Kindly beftow'd by an indulgent God. > 

Rife high, my fong, to thy Creator rife, 

The bounteous Author of thefe gifts to 


} To Nature’s God, fudden a form celef- 
tial [bright 
‘Shone with full refplendant glories. 


began : 


Hail fon of Adam! for thy grateful 

fongs 

Are heard in heav’n approv’d: but are 

the gifts 

OF earth thy only fource of praife ?—. 

| Fleeting 

Enjoyments, momentary all! Know, in 

Thy mortal body | is enclos’d a foul 

Eternal, thy reas’ning faculty, and 

| Nobler part: for this thy Maker has 

The immortal happinefsS 


He is 
The God of Revelation! ftudy, then, 


His will reveal’d to fallen man, and 


Nor hall my tongue be Silent in thy 


WhenAutumn the blifsful 


| While thus I fpoke, i in adoration fix’d — 


Around me, and thus the vifion mild 


May be obtain’d, and life with him—__ 
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518 SACRED 


‘The way to 
‘The native, unregenefate ftate of man! 
» Tis like the defolating winter, wild, 
T empeftuous, barren, and obdurate ; and 


POETRY. 
Or art thou come, a wicked wight, 
Anevilerrandto complete, _ 

| For Beelzebub himfelr ; 
Deftin’d for this devoted place, 


‘The genial current of his foul is bound } To ftop the meffages of grace, 


dni iron frofts.— 


But when the Sun of Righteoufaefs 

| urs forth 

The golden ray of life, of health, and 
peace, 

Fair Piety it’sinfant bud unfolds, 

And his breaft glows, with ev’rv virtue 

warm'd, 


‘Thus when the calls forth her 
mum’rous charms, | 
Winter retires, and from the flow’ ry 
earth 
‘The grateful odours rife in praife to 


‘HIM, therefore, fon of man, adore 
inceffant— 

In Winter’s gloom, in Spring’s gay, 
beauteous feafon, 
The Summer's heat, and lib’ral Au- 
> tumn’s pride: 
For ev'ry good his Providence beftows, 
Yet ftill let free, rich, fov’reign, bound. 
| lefs grace 


Strike higheft, loudeft, the fweet note 
of praife, 
| N. H. 


To the Editor of the G.B.M. 


“Sir, 


The following verfes were occafioned 
_ by feeing a bat fly about the Baptift’s 
Meeting-houfe, at H n, in Hert- 

fordthire, on Lord’s-day in the even- 
ing, Oct. 14,1798, previeus to the 
authors going into the pulpit. 


\ 


THE BAT, 


_AVAUNT, avaunt, thou child of Nox, 
Nor interrupt thefe fervent folks, 

While facred fongs they fing: 
not thou fent from Erebus, 


Say, thou unicemly elf? 


flight — 
Alas ! ! for thee there’s too light, 
Tt fills thee with furprife! 
*Tis all in vain to fly about, _ 
Seeking fome fecret corner out, 
To hide thee from our bie 


pours, 
Dazzles thy vifual pigmy pow 

Thou canft not fee thy road: 
If thou had’ft known what this | had 


been, | | 


Thou’ dft not have flown in here, I ween, 


But in the dark 1 | 


Thy cafe happy Hints fi applies, 
On whick the Mute may 
And wife inftru€tyon find: 
Creation’s volume’s open’d wide, 
It’s language varioufly applicd, 
To fuit each mind. 


So the vile fon of guilt eoteiile 


| deeds, 
Left they fhould be reprov’d : 
He loves his own dark finful ways, | 
But hates the truth’s detecting rays, - 
And withes them remov’d, 


Such, too, are unbelieving fouls, 
Like owls, or bats, or murky moles, 
That fly the glorious fun: _ 
The realms of reafon they explore, 
cind nature’s glow-worm light adore, 


But the bright Day-ftar fhun. t 


So Satan, that infernal fiend, 


Strives to perplex each faithful friend - 
Of the Almighty Lord, 
He flaps his raven wings in fpite, | 


| To mtercept the heav’nly light, | 


While from his won 


* The 


To haunt the pious manfion thus, 
With dire wing ? 


+ See John iii. 20. 
a Pet. i. 19. 


Now round and sound thou tak’ft thy 


The br: lliant flood, * on thee 


, 

| 


From the pure light. that thews his 


| But. 
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Bet het the facred truth appears, i | 


Refulgent on the bofom fhine, 


Your prefent darknefs foon thal! 


"To whom is our worthip or fervices due, 


Blazing in living characters, 
He cee to come nigh 3 


Soon as he fees the ftamp divine 


| 
| 


He he his wings to fly. | 
ints, then, courage take, 


Ye gloomy 


| hadows flee away 5 
Your fouls, releas’d from fin and pain, 
Shall beatific blifs attain, | 
In everlafting day, | 


And as th facrilegious bat | 


Has met it’s fate in yonder hat, 
Stretch’d fort to curb it’s flight,* 
Stall the accufing fpirit fall, 
Crufh’d by that Hens) W hich form’d this 
ball, 


Down to his native night. 


Divine Fortitude ‘chcaplifed | in 
the noble Conduct of Shadrach, 


Me ach, and Abed-nego,t | 


WE find in the holy records of old, 
A monarch, who made an image of gold, 
Commanding all people to worfhip the 
fame, [ fame. 
On pain of being bufat in a 


Three vorthies there were who would 


not comply, 
Determined ftill to ferve the Moft High. 


But the great rer moft holy and 
| ? 


| fwer they gave, he 

The whom we ferve is able to fave 
But if he don’t fave-us, we'll not do this 
| thing— [O king 
we i not bow down to thine image, 


it A youth in the gallery caught. the 
creature in this manner, and thus pre- 
vented the evil effeét of inattention, in 
the devotion of the auditory, which it’s 
flying about would have occafioned. 


with death, is | 


POETRY. || 


The king was enrag’d to fee hens fo 
bold, 

To fee them defpife his i image of gold; 
And order’d the ‘mightiett men, in his 
hafte | 

To kindle the fire, to burn them to » dus,| 


The Fortnde they heat (how dreadful 
the fcene!) 

One feven times more than "twas woat 
| to have been; | 

And took the three worthies, and caft 
them in bound, 


| Not doubting their dreadful intention 


was crown’d, 


But\God, who preferves his faints | in 
 diftrefs,  {drefs— 


Their clothes were preferved, as well as 
their frame, | name. 
‘By the great Jehovah, thro” faith i in his 


Then let all the faints rejoice in his 
‘name, | fame; 


Rely on his goodnefs, and ee him 
ftiil, 


monar and devils thould threat 
en to kill. | 


To the Editer f the B. M. 


If you think the folladiog lines will, 


readers of your interefting publica- 
ton, the infertion will oblige. 


&c. 


| 
Advice toa EF riend in the Decline 


of 


| | 
'M afraid, my good friend; 
You too anxioufly {pend 
Your time in purfuit of your gold; : 
forget that your days ~ 
Are declining apace, ~ 
And how faft you are now growing old. 


| | 


‘ 
| Go 


Not fuffer’d the flames to feize on their 


Whofe power and grace are always the 


prove acceptable to .the numerous 
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‘$20 | SACRED POETRY. | 
inthe mirror, A formal owl, with-half-thut eyes, 
error, [hairs : Who faw the orient {plendor rife, 
| See how you are crown’d with grey | And heard the lark’s mellifluous lay 
Ir is time tu arife, Ben | Salute with joy the new-born day, Be 
} And begin to be wife, | ee Thus fcream’d aloud, in difmal Strain, 
“To caft off the world with it’s cares. | Expreflive of his inward pain: 


Ceafe, wild enthufiaft, ceafe to jojn | 
[feature | Brifk airs with orifons divine ; 
‘Drives deep his plough-thare in -your | ¢ For =r 8 proud minftrel y when we 
| €In to heav’n’s exalted King, 
dying creature, | The folemn found, with decent woe, 
Bor Should rugged creep, or hoarfely flow. 


How vain are the pleafures Can it be fit for mortal creatures 
iG Thefe for you can never avail; tures ? 
. | But their joy will depart, No--God abhors the warbled fong——< 
And forfake your poor heart, But thou art ever inthe wrong.” 
‘When death, and his terrors affail. 


| | | 
' | He ceas’d—fagacioufly reprefs’d 
Then .on riches no more | The envy rankling in his breaft: 
your heart, limplore, | While, fwift defcending from on high, 
| Deft to lafting defpair.you be drivin. The fung mildly this reply. 
‘When they make themfelves wings, What means, difturber of the plains, 
And flee as an eagle toward heav’n. * This fatire on my cheerfyl ftrains? _ 
_| Does not the Pow’r that reigns above, 


is of clay, In kind and ilove, - | 
begins to decay, >| Pour-bleflings, in a mighty tide, | 
Death peeps thro” the chinks of the} Busbucing on ev'ry Bide, 
it’s bending with age, And fhall not our-beft pow’rs prolong 
And doth ruin.prefage. The {weet, refponfive, ardent fong? 
It cannot be long ere it falls. 
a : * Behold the produce ef the ground, 
Then be it your care | Andalltheuniverfearound— 
_ Intime to prepare © : ‘ The fun, that rides in fplendid ftate, | 
- For a houfe that will never decay 3 ‘High, and magnificently great, = | 
_ Where aretreafures fecure, While the bright beams from him 
That wHl ever efidure, | 
“And cannet be wafted away. | © Cheer nature with the light of day, | 
The luftre of the ambient fkies, 


he OWL and SKY-LARK, |... 


© And bright creation’s thoufand . 
* Canft thou behold this glorious thew, 


A FAELE, © And.not with love and praife o’erflaw 
«To the kind. Hand that form’d the 
SCARCE had the fun reftor’d the day, } ¢ Or haft thou fuchafenfelefs foul 
When up the bright etherial way © =| ¢ That. beauty cannot warm thy heart, 
The fky-lark foar’d—her matin fong | Nor bounty gratitude impart ? 
iat _» Sweet warbled from her tuneful tongue: | « If fo, we leave thee to complain, 
Grateful to Heav’n,., th’ dharmonious th And hoot alone thy hideous ftrain: 
ung.of the all.fupporting grain, © Thole fongs "t emulate.” 
Ana fafety of the Silent night, 


And blefs'd returnof 
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